[image: ][image: ]
Greater Northeast Keizer Neighborhood Association
nekna2022@gamail.com
gnekna.com
503-991-1671

Dear, Keizer City Council, Staff, and Multi Modal committee.
Goals are an important part of this process;
1. Keizer City Council Goal, Transportation System Plan: and Traffic Congestion (short - term and long-term goal) as well as Traffic Congestion.
2. Keizer Multi -Modal Safety Committee, Goal #8 Promote expanding transportation options that increase safety, efficiency, health, and independence.
3.  Greater Northeast Keizer Neighborhood Association, (GNEKNA), Goal #1 Neighborhood Safety; Residents' needs are at the center of our work, and we work to amplify those voices. 
4. The Metropolitan Safety Action Plan Objectives Draft, a metro-area plan that guides safety projects and other plans by local agencies in the SKATS region: was adopted by the SKATS Policy Committee on September 24, 2024.
5. The Metropolitan Safety Action Plan Objectives: Listen to the public and get their input on safety concerns and issues in the region. Refer to (https://www.mwvcog.org/media/54310)
The name changes leave out parts of the community is some of what we are hearing. I do understand the name was long but included all parts of our community. We hope this does not take away from what this committee is designed to do. 
We have submitted report after report NTMP (Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan) after another to get support for people in our community and still this committee does nothing and people feel like they don’t matter. The problem with how this is laid out is the goals are not attainable as written. The results we are hearing from this step is it does not meet the criteria for us to do anything. West Keizer NA, Greater Northeast Keizer NA has submitted documents and letters to support these. 
We are asking for this committee to be given clear direction to provide support to the Neighborhood Associations. If this process is set to help and support us making sure the needs of our community are met then this process needs to work. It took Rhonda coming to the City Council for a sign in her community.  I have families that live on the Border of Southeast and Greater Northeast Keizer NA that are reaching out for help. We have followed the Process for months, to hear this still does not meet the Criteria, or this assessment does not match what we are hearing. Please help us use the tools and make headway with some of the community needs.  
 The next item is our Multi-Use Paths: Multi-use or shared-use paths provide recreation and transportation opportunities for a variety of user groups including pedestrians, bicyclists, rollerbladers, and equestrians. These paths are physically separated from motor vehicle traffic with an open space or barrier.
Recommendation: Connecting pedestrian/bike network: Stops connected to a network of paths or sidewalk-equipped streets with improved crossings are better than those with no pedestrian facilities. New pavement which includes a very smooth surface with no cracking/roughness/patching or faulting. No debris in the bike facility or outside travel lane/shoulder (for mixed conditions). Bicycle facility-related striping should be clean, new, and complete. Transitions from the paved surface to the gutter pan should be smooth and with consistent cross-slopes. 
The Bicycle Network: The bicycle network consists of bike lanes, bicycle parking, intersections and intersection treatments, bikeway signing and marking, and bike sharing. A complete and connected multimodal transportation network prioritizes bicyclists and pedestrians and provides safe, convenient access to essential destinations. To do this, it is crucial that transportation professionals evaluate the existing network to identify gaps, barriers, and critical connections. For active transportation, several key elements can be incorporated into the multimodal network to ensure a complete and well-connected system. Bikeway signing and marking are used to identify bicycle facilities and routes.
 The Pedestrian Network: Elements of the pedestrian network typically consist of sidewalks, crosswalks, and footpaths. Good pavement which includes smooth surfaces with minor hairline cracking/occasional patching evident but with smooth transitions and negligible differential settlement of curbs or gutters. Striping should be complete and well visible with little wear. Occasional debris in the bike facility or shoulder with no more than 25% coverage by area which can be avoided without moving into an adjacent buffer or travel lane no more than a couple times per city block or no more than 20 times in a mile in a rural segment. Walk path signing and marking are used to identify different points of interest in the walk path facilities and routes.
Walking has been the primary mode of transportation for many people over many years. Cities and towns were designed for the pedestrian and provided access to other modes (e.g. Walkers, Scooter and Wheel Chairs) for long-distance travel. In the 1800’s the bicycle was invented and became a widely-used mode of transportation. As we move into the Climate Friendly Areas with Keizer, please keep this in mind.  Streets and multi-use pathways must take all users into account. It is the responsibility of public and private agencies to ensure that users of all ages and abilities have access to all services and facilities. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) considerations for pedestrian planning include the following:
· Sidewalk width
· Sidewalk ramp design/geometry
· Drainage
· Crossing time
· Audible crossing signals
· Sidewalks are free from obstructions
· Detectable warnings are incorporated (surface features applied to walking surfaces to warn visually impaired people of potential hazards)
Our walk path safety the walk path begins at (MLK BLVD) Parkway Broadway goes to Keizer Station. Multi-modal paths are intended for the enjoyment of non-automotive traffic such as bicycles, golf carts and pedestrians. Vehicles are not permitted on any of the multi-modal paths.  Walking has been the primary mode of transportation for many people over many years. As walking and cycling gradually became more prominent, the benefits of these modes were studied and promoted. 
Additionally, unsafe conditions resulting from conflicts between bicyclists/pedestrians and motorists gained more attention. As a result, the need for safety interventions was amplified in some of the research we have done for our families. Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress (BLTS) this would also help support our Pedestrians who use this pathway as we look at the levels of stress users are facing.  

Objective 1: for Keizer since 2009 has been to develop paths, connections, and facilities to provide simple access between modes at different parts of work, shopping, or recreational trips. Policy 1: Support development of an appropriate transportation infrastructure that is comprehensive, connected, and multimodal. Policy 2: Work with surrounding jurisdictions to provide improvements to the regional bicycle system. Policy 3: Support the incorporation of multimodal connections and modal balance into local transportation facilities. Objective 2: Safety must be an underlying concept for any element of the transportation system.
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yPkRUJXA0xhb77LduOPOhrZDQU3WGQ4OVhfHXw3cenc/edit?tab=t.0)
Additional Pedestrian Considerations Pedestrian Levels of Stress, (PLTS) does not include some additional factors that may influence the overall level of traffic stress. These considerations may be somewhat subjective and may not be easily measured. These factors include, but are not limited to, steep grades, neighborhood crime/personal security, access density, crash history, and heavy bicycle use (on sidewalk or pathways). Street lighting helps to enhance safety and security with adequate lighting. Working in the goal or objective listed above would be our choice. As there are many items to factor in. 
As walking and cycling gradually became more prominent, the benefits of these modes were studied and promoted. Additionally, unsafe conditions resulting from conflicts between bicyclists/pedestrians and motorists gained more attention. As a result, the need for safety interventions was amplified. This led to the formation of advocacy programs focused on active transportation and increased interest in integrating active transportation considerations into new and existing planning movements.
The Walk path safety how many times has this come up. Many families have asked about this over the last few years and have us know their concerns. Our families are mad and feel like the needs are not being met and this hurts my heart because we are here to help those voices be heard. A complete and connected multimodal transportation network prioritizes bicyclists and pedestrians and provides safe, convenient access to essential destinations.
 To do this, it is crucial that transportation professionals evaluate the existing network to identify gaps, barriers, and critical connections. That is where the Multi Modal committee comes in and the people who use this pathway are used for transportation to get around our wonderful city. As our families use this path we develop our own professional needs. Safe travel to work, School and just getting out with the families for a walk. 
Jacqueline and I (Tammy Kunz) receive calls every week about flat tires, another scooter accident over cracks and pot holes. We even had our own City Councilor, Robert H, got hurt on this same path. We have been working on finding a way to get this repaired, and safer for our community since 2023. Still the steps to follow are not helping us get results, so we are seeking support from this governing body to help make this pathway safer for all families.  Active transportation, several key elements can be incorporated into the multimodal network to ensure a complete and well-connected system for our community and Keizer residents.  
Members of our community use this for work, Zeek gets 2 to 3 flat tires on his scooter going to and from work each week. Kathy boys use this to go to School one at Weddle and at Kennedy they get flat tires each week. The cost for our community is too high, Karen's daughter uses this to get to her bus stop for school, John uses this to go to work rain, snow or sun this is how he gets to and from work 6 days a week. John is an avid bike enthusiast and loves that he can still use this mode of transportation. He has gotten a flat tire each week, and has expressed concerns. This is just to share some of the background. Other members of the community impacted, Karen, Leslie, Mary, Ellan, Ethan, Joel, Keven, Jack, Ken, Martine, MaryBeth, Tammy, Jeff, Phillip, Perry, Lenny, Susaina, Martha and many others. 
We have heard from about 87 people who have been affected by this pathway and the unsafe conditions. This doesn’t include our walker and roller group. They use ADA devices to get around. This group has 56 people who walk or roll when the weather is good. We use this path to go from one community to another part of the community for our Greater Northeast Keizer Neighborhood Watch group. We have 15 to 25 families who do our safety walks and use this path for safety checks.
Under Keizer’s TSP goal 5 within 2.5 Objective 1: Establish a continuous, direct, and safe system of bicycle and pedestrian facilities within the Keizer urban area and connect it to the greater regional system. Policy 1: The City shall continue to work with pedestrian and bicycle groups to evaluate improvements to these facilities. Policy 2: New developments shall be required to provide for pedestrian and bicycle facilities along the property frontage and connect to adjacent or nearby facilities. Our Parkway Walk path does meet this need at this point in time. 
As we focus on crash risks for younger (age 16–25) and older road users (age 66+). Young road users may lack experience and understanding of the safety risks when traveling.  While aging road users may have physical or cognitive limitations that put them at greater risk for a crash to occur or make them more susceptible to serious injury. Safe System Strategies: Simplify the road environment to reduce driver workload and can increase safety education for all. As we manage conflict points to reduce impact speeds and impact angles, tangible results are crucial to achieving our goal of eliminating fatal and serious injuries on Salem and Keizer area roadways and Multi user pathways. As we look to understand how to improve the safety for our communities and protect vulnerable road users and multi-use pathways for transportation. 

Areas for concerns we have had complaints and concerns come in for this pathway. Going from the parkway to cross over Verda coming from Keizer Station has received some concerns and a couple of complaints from families almost being hit by oncoming traffic. Policy 10: Encourage the timely repair and maintenance of existing pedestrian facilities including those identified as regionally significant. This can be found under 2.6 of the TSP for Keizer part 1. 
We did not even talk about the fence repairs needed, as well as the upkeep of the grass and other safety concerns. Lighting is huge for this pathway. This is an ongoing concern for Highland Neighborhood Association of Salem, Southeast Keizer Neighborhood Association and Greater Northeast Keizer Neighborhood Association, Gubser NA all have families who use this as well as other communities in Keizer. Our teens are using this path to get to work and learning how to navigate the responsibility of adulthood. Let's make this safer for them.
The grant would also cover places for safety updates like the walk path for our communities who use this as Access to for Keizer. Jacqueline and I have talked to families from Southeast Keizer, Greater Northeast Keizer and Gubser who use this to get around. This could help make part of our transportation access for walkers, riders and rollers for school and work as well as those who use this Multi-Modal pathway. Community safety is high on the list for each of you who chose to run for office and for our staff.
I would like to remind you this fits in with The Metropolitan Safety Action Plan which is part of the Salem/Keizer Area Transportation Studies program for the Safety Action Plan. These safety concerns need to be addressed and added to the list for Keizer and the Safety action plan team to look at and see if we can find a way to make these areas safer for families. Humans are vulnerable; humans can only tolerate a certain level of force before serious injury or death occurs; the transportation system should be designed to reflect the physical limits of the human body.  Responsibility is shared and every individual plays an important role in preventing fatalities and serious injuries.
The 3rd item is the bicycle network consists of bike lanes, bicycle parking, intersections and intersection treatments, bikeway signing and marking, and bike sharing. There are two common bike lane types, which include conventional bike lanes and buffered bike lanes. 
CFEC is also part of this process of Walkable and Mixed-use standards. May open other sources for funding to help.
Recommendation: would be applying for another grant, Great Streets program funds and safe streets for all funding to help ensure safety for Keizer Families. (Last year this grant will be available as I understand) 

 Pedestrian safety; Outside travel lane width: Wider travel lanes are rated better than narrower
travel lanes because of the larger buffer space between vehicles and pedestrians.
· Bicycle lane/shoulder width: The addition of bicycle lanes or shoulders creates
greater separation between vehicles and pedestrian traffic and acts as a buffer.
· Wider or more separated (e.g. buffered or separated bike lanes) facilities are rated
better than narrow or non-existent facilities.
·  Presence of buffers (landscaped or other): Buffer presence that separates
pedestrians from traffic results in an improved rating. Wider buffers are rated
better than narrower or non-existent ones.
· Sidewalk/path presence: The presence of sidewalks or paths will rate higher
versus shoulders or no facilities at all. Wider sidewalks/paths rate better than
narrower or non-existent ones.
· Lighting: The presence of lighting, whether roadway or pedestrian-scale, is rated
better than roadways without lighting.
· Travel lanes and speed of motorized traffic: Less travel lanes and lower
vehicle speeds will rate higher than more lanes and higher speeds.

Goals are an important part of this process; I am reminded of these goals for all parts involved and this seems to check a number of areas in our Planning process to be addressed and adding in our Sidewalk Gap program we have begun would help enhance opportunities for safety of our community. We generally understand a reasonable minimum target for pedestrian routes. This level of accommodation will generally be acceptable to most users. Higher stress levels may be acceptable in limited areas depending on the land use, population types, and roadway classifications, but they will generally not be comfortable for most users. Each land use has specific needs for the pedestrian network and study areas should have multiple targets for the different areas. 
Tammy Kunz and Jacqueline Green attend Planning meetings and have shared some of the differences as they understand them. Our concerns are Facilities within a quarter mile of schools, and routes heavily used by children should use a target of Pedestrian Levels of Stress (PLTS). This is because of the large number of children that may use the system with little or no adult supervision. The area around elementary schools should contain no PLTS 3 or 4 because of the associated safety concerns and the discouraging effect that such facilities have on walking rates. Pedestrian facilities near middle and high schools may include Pedestrian Levels of Stress, (PLTS), since the students are in the older age group, but PLTS routes are preferred.
PLTS 1- Represents little to no traffic stress and requires little attention to the traffic situation. This is suitable for all users including children 10 years or younger, groups of people and people using a wheeled mobility device (WhMD8). The facility is a sidewalk or shared-use path with a buffer between the pedestrian and motor vehicle facility. Pedestrians feel safe and comfortable in the pedestrian facility. Motor vehicles are either far from the pedestrian facility and/or traveling at a low speed and volume. All users are willing to use this facility.
 • PLTS 2- Represents little traffic stress but requires more attention to the traffic situation than of which young children may be capable. This would be suitable for children over 10, teens and adults. All users should be able to use the facility but, some factors may limit people using WhMD’s. Sidewalk condition should be good with limited areas of fair condition. Roadways may have higher speeds and/or higher volumes. Most users are willing to use this facility.
 • PLTS 3- Represents moderate stress and is suitable for adults. An able-bodied adult would feel uncomfortable but safe using this facility. This includes higher speed roadways with smaller buffers. Small areas in the facility may be impassable for a person using a WhMD and/or requires the user to travel on the shoulder/bike lane/street. Some users are willing to use this facility. 
• PLTS 4- Represents high traffic stress. Only able-bodied adults with limited route choices would use this facility. Traffic speeds are moderate to high with narrow or no pedestrian facilities provided. Typical locations include high speed, multilane roadways with narrow sidewalks and buffers. This also includes facilities with no sidewalk. This could include evident trails next to roads or ‘cut through’ trails. Only the most confident or trip-purpose driven users will use this facility.  References;(https://www.oregon.gov/odot/Planning/Documents/APMv2_Ch14.pdf)
We are a smaller City (Keizer) but have the same needs for safety as every City of this is to ensure the safety of our families and their children. It is our responsibility to work for those who placed us in these positions for our city. Keeping in mind a wheeled mobility device (WhMD) includes walkers, manual wheelchairs, power base chairs, and light weight scooters. Each of these devices requires the operator to maneuver and set the direction of travel. All these devices can be operated independently and do not require additional people to maneuver the device. The American with Disability Act (ADA) (1990) sets limits on the vertical change in a surface to 0.5 inches. Ref (https://www.mwvcog.org/media/5941) (https://www.mwvcog.org/media/5431);(https://www.oregon.gov/odot/Planning/Documents/APMv2_Ch14.pdf)
We have a fair number of families who use a mobility device to get around. We have a growing aging population and it is my job and yours to ensure safety for these members of our community who use our path ways and sidewalks to get around are maintained and taken care of with a high standard of excellence. 
Recommendation:
Education for the community on proper ways to get around town. Design materials we can use in our communities for education of how this works. Our schools and educational facilities will benefit from this. This fits with our sidewalk Gap program needs. 
These measures are derived from the physical characteristics of the roadway segment and intersection crossing. Pedestrians will go either direction on a sidewalk. If there is not a sidewalk, pedestrians typically walk in the opposite direction of traffic and both sides of the roadway should be classified. The Pedestrian Levels of Stress (PLTS) is broken into several different segments and crossing tables based on several physical characteristics of the corridor.
· City Council Goal, Transportation System Plan: and Traffic Congestion (short - term and long-term goal) as well as Traffic Congestion. City Council Short- and Long-term goal; Sidewalk Gap Program
· Multi -Modal Safety Committee, Goal #8 Promote expanding transportation options that increase safety, efficiency, health, and independence.
·  GNEKNA, Goal #1 Neighborhood Safety; Residents' needs are at the center of our work, and we work to amplify those voices. 
· The Metropolitan Safety Action Plan Objectives Draft, a metro-area plan that guides safety projects and other plans by local agencies in the SKATS region: was adopted by the SKATS Policy Committee on September 24, 2024.
· The Metropolitan Safety Action Plan Objectives: Listen to the public and get their input on safety concerns and issues in the region. Refer to (https://www.mwvcog.org/media/54310)
CFEC has some funding opportunities we can maybe tap into to help with ensuring some safety options.  
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG): HUD provides flexible grants to states/localities for housing, economic opportunity, and suitable living environments, often supporting mixed-use projects.
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Programs: Agencies like Oregon Metro offer grants and partnerships for high-density, mixed-use housing near transit, focusing on affordability.
State/Local Programs: Look for specific state grants (e.g., Oregon's DLCD for green infrastructure) or city-specific recovery funds.   If this is something we can look into this may help with some of our needs for Keizer as a whole not just Greater Northeast Keizer Neighborhood Association. (https://www.oregon.gov/odot/Planning/Documents/APMv2_Ch14.pdf)
 Inclosing, we would like to offer a few comments on the Metropolitan Transportation Plan’s goals and objectives as you consider updates. In addition to limiting the increase in congestion and improving mobility and accessibility, we would urge goals and objectives to also consider and include: Reducing travel times, increasing reliability of the system; Improving signal operations and coordination to facilitate safe and efficient movements, increasing use of travel time information. Working in improving our Multi modal walk paths as these are used for transportation to and from Work, School, just families using these to get around our cities.   
 Increasing crossing opportunities and improving connectivity for people walking, biking, micro-mobility, and using transit Our second focus on increasing safety and security on the network. We would urge you to look beyond objectives on minimizing fatalities, injuries, and collisions and instead focus reactively and proactively. Reactively by reducing the most barriers within our transportation outcomes sets up communities for success using our multi modal walk paths. 
Then focusing proactively on reducing risk on the transportation system so we frame the safety issue and move solutions further up the process of development. To do this, it is crucial that transportation professionals evaluate the existing network to identify gaps, barriers, and critical connections. That is where the Multi Modal committee comes in and the people who use this pathway are used for transportation to get around our wonderful city. As our families use this path we develop our own professional needs. Safe travel to work, School and just getting out with the families for a walk. 
Other items to consider for vary but here are some ideas, 
Thank you for your service and time,

Traffic Circles
Traffic Circles are speed management tools installed at small scale (one lane in each direction) intersections along roadways that are posted at 25 to 30 MPH. They are similar to roundabouts in terms of directing motorists slowly around a center circle. Traffic Circles can take different forms but are generally designed as a horizontal deflection to slow drivers. Arvada's traffic circles are painted with flexi-posts.
Drivers are required to apply traditional intersection rules - known as Rules of the Road - to traffic circles:
· Using turn indicators to communicate turns
· Yielding for oncoming vehicles before turning left
· Non-conflicting movements can operate together at the intersection
· Looking for a safe gap before entering from a side-street
· Waiting for pedestrians when pedestrians have the right-of-way
Watch this video on how to navigate traffic circles!
Speed Cushions
According to the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), speed cushions consist of "two or more raised areas placed laterally across a roadway with gaps between raised areas," with a "height and length similar to a speed hump; spacing of gaps allow emergency vehicles to pass through at higher speeds."
Curb Extensions
The curb extensions involve the installation of flexi-posts, white striping, and temporary colored paint in an effort to:
· Reduce the crossing distance for pedestrians at crosswalks, including children walking to school
· Improve sight lines for drivers, reducing the risk of crashes
· Reduce speeds of drivers turning into and out of residential streets, making it safer and more enjoyable for people walking and bicycling
GNEKNA
Tammy Kunz President and Jacqueline Green Vice President
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