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Teaching	rights	and	responsibilities	worksheets

Rights	and	responsibility	worksheet.		Rights	and	responsibilities	lessons.		

Get	63	social	studies	worksheets	for	kindergarten!Kids	will	learn	about	being	a	responsible	citizen,	rules	and	laws,	traffic	symbols,	rights	and	responsibilities,	3-step	sequencing,	days	of	the	week,	months	of	the	year,	weather,	seasons,	maps	and	globes,	land	and	water,	the	American	flag,	American	symbols,	U.S.	coins	and	how	to	count	them,	spatial
awareness,	long	ago	and	today,	community	helpers,	goods	and	services,	needs	and	wants,	and	the	various	forms	of	transportation.These	printable	workshePage	2This	quiz/worksheet	covers	rights,	responsibilities,	and	local	government.	
Terms	and	items	covered	include:	right,	responsibility,	vote,	election,	mayor,	governor,	capitol	building,	and	law	making	process.	This	is	perfect	for	a	quick	assessment	or	worksheet	practice!	In	this	set	of	activities	adaptable	for	grades	K-3,	parents	and	educators	will	find	ideas	for	teaching	about	rights	and	responsibilities.	These	activities	are
designed	to	complement	the	BrainPOP	Jr.	Rights	and	Responsibilities	topic	page,	which	includes	a	movie,	quizzes,	online	games,	printable	activities,	and	more.	Classroom	Activities	for	Teaching	about	Rights	and	Responsibilities	Bill	of	Students’	Rights	Together	as	a	class,	draft	a	Bill	of	Students’	Rights.	You	may	want	to	review	and	discuss	the
differences	between	rights	and	responsibilities	before	drafting	a	set	of	rights.	Many	schools	and	states	list	students’	rights,	and	you	may	wish	to	bring	in	examples.	Write	the	Bill	of	Students’	Rights	together	and	post	them	in	your	classroom.	Discuss	the	responsibilities	each	student	has	to	uphold	and	protect	their	rights.	Then	draft	a	set	of	rules	or
class	laws	that	protect	students’	rights.	For	example,	a	right	might	be	to	express	opinions	and	a	class	law	might	be	to	always	be	quiet	and	respectful	when	someone	expresses	his	or	her	opinions.	Write	the	rules	or	laws	together	and	post	them	in	your	classroom.	Responsibility	Day	Ask	students	to	keep	track	of	every	responsible	action	they	take	during
the	course	of	one	day.	Save	enough	time	at	the	end	of	the	day	for	students	to	come	together	and	make	a	class	chart	listing	all	the	ways	they	exhibited	responsibility.	Examples	might	include,	“held	the	door	for	the	class”,	“took	turns	on	the	swings”,	“cleaned	table	after	lunch”,	“listened	quietly	during	read	aloud”,	or	“voted	on	snack.”	If	possible,	have
students	make	and	decorate	awards	or	badges	that	proclaim	“I	am	a	responsible	member	of	my	school	community.”	Common	Good	If	possible,	organize	a	class	or	school-wide	event	where	community	members	can	clean	up	or	make	improvements	to	the	school.	Invite	students	and	their	families	to	come	and	help	the	common	good	of	the	school.	You	can
divide	students	into	groups	to	manage	different	events	and	activities,	such	as	a	fund-raising	bake	sale,	painting	walls,	picking	up	trash,	planting	trees	or	flowers,	or	getting	donations	for	sports	equipment	the	entire	class	or	school	can	enjoy.	Remind	students	that	as	community	members	they	are	responsible	for	maintaining	their	community	and
working	for	the	common	good.	Family	and	Homeschool	Activities	for	Teaching	about	Rights	and	Responsibilities	Community	Issues	Empower	your	child	to	be	an	active	citizen	by	thinking	of	ways	to	improve	their	communities.	They	may	wish	to	petition	for	a	stop	sign	or	crosswalk	at	a	busy	intersection	or	add	or	revive	a	park	or	public	space.	

Help	your	child	find	an	issue	that	he	or	she	cares	deeply	about	and	find	ways	to	address	the	issue.	

Bring	your	child	to	community	meetings	or	set	up	an	appointment	to	talk	to	a	community	leader	so	your	child’s	voice	is	heard.	Have	your	child	research	and	learn	about	their	community	leaders	so	they	can	be	better	informed	about	who	makes	decisions	that	affect	their	lives.	Being	an	active	community	member	will	allow	your	child	to	take	more
responsibilities	and	develop	a	sense	of	community	pride.	Age	of	Responsibility	Celebrate	how	responsibilities	change	and	grow	as	your	child	matures.	
Make	a	chart	of	responsibilities	your	child	has	taken	on	over	the	years.	Examples	might	include:	being	responsible	for	washing	hands	at	age	3,	being	responsible	for	tying	shoes	at	age	4,	being	responsible	for	setting	the	table	at	age	5,	being	responsible	for	washing	own	hair	at	age	6,	being	responsible	for	an	allowance	at	age	7.	Be	sure	to	list	future
responsibilities	a	child	may	look	forward	to,	like	caring	for	a	pet,	practicing	an	instrument,	mowing	the	lawn,	babysitting,	driving,	or	graduating	from	school.	Rights,	Rules,	and	Responsibilities	When	beginning	to	study	Rights,	Rules,	and	Responsibilities,	the	first	skill	that	a	student	must	master	is	the	difference	between	a	right,	a	rule,	and	a
responsibility	and	it’s	a	hard	thing	to	do!	I’ve	created	this	resource	to	help	your	students	get	them	straight	–	once	and	for	all!	This	unit	is	designed	to	give	you,	the	teacher,	many	options	and	resources	to	use	as	your	students	work	on	this	unit.	Included	in	this	packet	are:	•	7	pages	of	Tips	&	Tri	Learning	objectives	The	students	understand	how	they
can	contribute	to	protecting	human	rights.	The	students	understand	that	human	rights	are	connected	to	responsibilities-responsibilities	of	the	state	and	of	institutions,	as	well	as	their	own	moral	responsibilities.	

Student	tasks	The	students	identify	responsibilities	to	protect	human	rights,	including	their	personal	contributions.	Resources	Blank	sheet	of	paper	and	a	pen.	Student	handout	5.4	for	each	pair	of	students.	Student	handout	5.2	for	each	pair	of	students.	Methods	Work	in	pairs	or	groups.	Critical	thinking.	Information	box	A	human	right	will	never	be
respected	if	no	individual	or	authority	takes	responsibility	for	its	realisation.	Although	governments	are	the	main	duty-bearers	in	this	case,	there	is	a	strong	need	for	other	bodies	and	for	individuals	to	promote	and	protect	human	rights.	Every	individual	has	the	moral	responsibility	to	contribute	to	a	culture	in	which	human	rights	values	inspire	our
behaviour	in	daily	life.	A	possible	extension	activity	would	be	to	introduce	the	subject	of	positive	and	negative	rights	and	project	work.	The	lesson	The	students	form	pairs.	
It	is	important	that	there	is	an	equal	number	of	pairs	in	the	classroom.	Each	pair	is	given	a	blank	sheet	of	paper	and	a	pen	and	is	asked	to	write	down	three	important	rights	that	they	think	they	should	have	at	school	and	three	important	rights	that	they	think	they	should	have	at	home.	Examples	might	be	the	right	not	to	be	overloaded	with	homework
or	the	right	to	get	some	pocket	money.	Once	this	has	been	completed,	the	teacher	distributes	a	copy	of	student	handout	5.4,	Rights	and	responsibilities,	and	student	handout	5.2,	List	of	human	rights	to	each	pair.	The	students	are	then	asked	to	examine	the	list	of	human	rights	and	to	discuss	which	rights	best	correspond	to	the	six	rights	they	have
written	on	their	sheet	of	paper.	Once	they	have	decided,	they	write	the	six	rights	in	the	first	column	of	student	handout	5.4.	At	this	point,	the	teacher	can	ask	the	students	if	they	need	any	clarification	on	the	rights	they	have	listed.	Once	the	first	column	is	complete,	the	teacher	explains	to	the	students	that	every	right	carries	corresponding
responsibilities,	giving	the	following	example:	“The	freedom	of	speech	is	limited	by	the	responsibility	not	to	say	untrue	things	that	will	degrade	another	person	and	abuse	his/her	right	to	dignity	and	good	reputation.”	The	teacher	can	also	explain	that	the	balance	of	a	person’s	rights	and	his/her	responsibilities	to	respect	the	rights	of	other	people
means	that	we	have	to	exercise	our	rights	within	certain	restraints.	There	are	many	situations	in	which	the	rights	and	responsibilities	of	different	people	conflict.	
For	example,	in	the	classroom,	the	right	of	education	can	conflict	with	the	right	to	leisure,	when	some	students	want	to	learn	while	others	prefer	just	to	have	fun.	Moreover,	school	has	the	responsibility	to	teach	and	to	educate	the	students	and	to	ensure	that	teachers	have	the	right	of	decent	working	conditions	(such	as	not	too	much	noise	in	their
working	environment).	The	teacher	now	asks	each	pair	of	students	to	swap	their	list	with	another	pair.	The	new	pair	now	has	to	discuss	examples	of	two	levels	of	responsibility	that	correspond	with	each	right	listed	by	the	other	pair	(see	example	below):	First	level:	the	responsibilities	that	individuals	have	to	ensure	so	that	others	can	enjoy	the	right
(this	should	be	written	in	the	second	column).	Second	level:	the	responsibilities	(where	these	exist)	for	authorities	(such	as	school	or	local	authorities)	to	ensure	this	right.	This	should	be	written	in	the	third	column.	For	example,	the	responsibility	of	each	individual	to	respect	the	privacy	of	the	diary	of	other	students;	the	responsibility	of	the	school	not
to	search	an	individual’s	belongings	when	this	is	unnecessary	(for	example,	not	reading	the	diary	while	searching	the	classroom	for	a	stolen	calculator).	Human	right	(in	school,	at	home)	(Moral)	responsibility	of	the	individual	Responsibility	of	the	school,	the	authority,	etc.	The	right	to	privacy	Not	to	look	in	someone	else’s	diary	Not	reading	a	student’s
diary	when	searching	individual	belongings	in	a	case	of	theft	The	teacher	can	then	ask	each	pair	to	report	to	the	rest	of	the	class	on	one	right	and	the	corresponding	responsibilities	from	their	lists.	As	the	emphasis	of	this	lesson	is	on	responsibilities,	the	teacher	can	choose	to	draw	two	columns	on	the	blackboard,	one	for	individual	responsibilities,	the
other	for	responsibilities	of	authorities,	and	as	the	students	give	examples,	these	can	be	written	on	the	blackboard.	The	teacher	can	end	the	class	with	a	review	of	the	responsibilities	and	ask	the	students	to	comment	on	the	lists.	Extension	activity	If	time	allows,	or	if	the	teacher	wishes	to	extend	the	lesson	to	include	the	idea	of	positive	and	negative
rights	and	project	work,	he	or	she	could	carry	out	the	following	activities.	The	teacher	can	begin	by	explaining	that	sometimes	human	rights	are	divided	into	“negative	rights”	and	“positive	rights”.	“Negative	rights”	are	rights	that	ban	or	forbid	something	unpleasant	(such	as	the	ban	on	torture).	“Positive	rights”	are	rights	that	explicitly	ask	one	to	do
something	or	to	have	something	done	(such	as	the	right	to	food:	everyone	is	entitled	to	have	adequate	food).	Whereas	“negative	rights”	expect	people	not	to	carry	out	specific	actions,	“positive	rights”	expect	individuals	and	authorities	to	carry	out	certain	activities	in	order	to	provide	those	rights.	The	teacher	also	explains	that	most	of	the	human	rights
have	both	negative	and	positive	sides.	For	example,	the	right	not	to	be	tortured	means	that	authorities	must	not	mistreat	people	who	have	been	detained,	but	also	that	the	authorities	need	to	give	clear	instructions	about	this	to	their	police	forces.	The	students	are	invited	to	return	to	their	lists	of	human	rights	and	to	choose	three	of	them.	They	should
then	look	for	examples	of	positive	or	negative	action	in	their	lives	to	illustrate	their	own	moral	responsibility.	They	should	then	look	for	other	examples,	this	time	to	show	the	responsibility	of	the	school	or	the	local/national	authorities.	For	this	purpose,	they	could	add	a	plus	or	minus	sign	to	the	responsibilities	chosen:	see	example	below.	Human	right
(in	school,	at	home)	(Moral)	responsibility	of	the	individual	Responsibility	of	the	school,	the	authority,	etc	Right	to	privacy	(=	example)	(+)	(+)	To	take	care	that	the	students’	school	file	cannot	be	looked	into	by	visitors	(-)	Not	to	look	into	someone’s	diary	without	being	invited	to	do	so	(-)	(school)	Not	to	search	someone’s	belongings	if	not	strictly
necessary	(-)	(state)	To	provide	legislation	protecting	the	privacy	of	individuals	If	teachers	wish	to	use	this	activity	as	an	introduction	to	project	work,	they	could	ask	students	to	choose	some	of	the	human	rights	that	will	be	treated	more	in	depth	over	the	next	few	weeks	or	months.	Students	then	set	up	a	plan	in	which	they	agree	on	the	overall
objective	and	the	different	steps	to	be	taken.	They	also	decide	by	when	which	task	has	to	be	completed	and	by	whom.	Plan	Overall	objective:	What	has	to	be	done?	Who	will	do	it?	When	should	this	be	ready?	a	a	a	During	the	course	of	the	next	few	lessons,	this	plan	has	to	be	followed	up	and	finally	evaluated.


