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Preface

In a world where the complexities of race and identity often divide us, we are
invited to take a deeper look at the spiritual truths that unite us all. The
journey to understanding who we are in God's eyes begins with the knowledge
that every human being is made in His image. But for centuries, race has been
a dividing line shaped by social constructs, historical injustices, and deeply

ingrained biases.

This podcast seeks to unravel the deeper connection between race, faith,
and identity. We explore the powerful truth that African Americans and other
people of color may share a profound spiritual heritage as descendants of
the ancient Israelites. Grounded in both scripture and science, we will examine
how the image of God is reflected in the rich diversity of humanity and how
knowing this truth can bring healing to those affected by racism, colorism,

and inequality.

In this series, we will challenge misconceptions about race, delve into the
biblical descriptions of Jesus, and explore how walking in His steps can give us
a deeper understanding of our identity and purpose. Whether you've wrestled
with the injustices faced by Black and Brown people or are simply seeking
clarity on your spiritual path, this podcast is designed to provide you with the
healing, insight, and a greater sense of belonging in the kingdom of God that

you may be seeking.
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Let’s embark on this journey together, discovering the beauty of God's image
in all people while embracing the hope and restoration that comes from
understanding our true heritage. This podcast is a reminder that we all have a
place in the kingdom of God and that our unique identities and experiences

are valued and celebrated.

Introduction

Welcome to “The True Israelites: A Deeper Look at Race, Identity, and God'’s
Image,”where we explore profound spiritual truths that speak directly to the
heart of our identity and the divine image we carry as human beings. My name
is Connie, and today, we're diving into a topic that has been stirring in my spirit
for along time. As an African American who has spent years researching race
and racism, I've often reflected on the deeper spiritual connections between

our racial identity and our heritage as people of faith.

Not too long ago, a prophetic word was spoken over me, declaring that |
would walk in the steps of Jesus. It was powerful, and | began to understand
more clearly how my journey, both spiritually and as a Black woman, connects
to the broader narrative of the Israelites and their place in God's plan. In my
heart, | was seeking answers about how our experiences, our struggles, and
even our victories as Black and Brown people fit into God's larger purpose.
What I've discovered has brought me peace and understanding, and it’s

something I've been talking to Jesus about for along time.
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In this episode, we'll explore the connection between the African American
experience and the ancient Israelites. We'll look at both biblical and scientific
insights—from the genetic realities that challenge racial boundaries to the
spiritual truth that God's image is reflected in the diversity of humanity. We'll
talk about Jesus’ appearance as described in the Bible and how this speaks to
the experiences of people of color. Most importantly, we'll dig into the
question of how knowing our identity as part of God's people can give us

strength, purpose, and a sense of belonging in these uncertain times.

Whether you've wondered about the spiritual significance of race or you're
seeking to understand the true identity of the Israelites, this podcast will offer
fresh perspectives, deeper insights, and spiritual clarity. Together, we will
reflect on what it means to walk in Jesus’ steps, embrace the truth about our

heritage, and see the beauty of God's image in ourselves and in one another.
Let's get started.
The Big Question

The question of who the “true Israelites” are is complex. It has been the
subject of much historical, theological, and social discussion. From a biblical
and historical standpoint, the Israelites were the descendants of Jacob,
whose name was changed to Israel (Genesis 32:28), and thus the people who
formed the twelve tribes of Israel. These tribes are traditionally understood to
be the biological descendants of the sons of Jacob and their descendants

who lived in the ancient kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

Biblical and Historical Perspective:
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1. Ancient Israelites: According to the Bible, the Israelites were
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they are central to the
Old Testament narrative. The ancient Israelites lived in the land of
Canaan (later known as Israel). They were known for their covenant
relationship with God. They were divided into twelve tribes, each named
after one of Jacob’s sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, etc.). The
Israelites were delivered from Egypt under Moses, entered the Promised
Land, and established the kingdom of Israel under Saul, David, and
Solomon. The Bible also describes the split of Israel into two kingdoms:
Israel in the north and Judah in the south.

2. Modern Jews: Many modern-day Jews consider themselves to be
descendants of the ancient Israelites. After the destruction of the
Second Temple in 70 CE, Jewish communities dispersed throughout the
world in what is known as the Diaspora. Over centuries, Jewish identity
has been maintained through religious traditions, scripture, and culture.

Theories and Movements:

Several groups throughout history have claimed to be the “true Israelites”

based on different interpretations of history, scripture, and cultural traditions.
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1. African Israelites and the Hebrew Israelite Movement: In recent
centuries, some groups of African descent, particularly in the United
States, have claimed to be the descendants of the biblical Israelites. The
Hebrew Israelite movement asserts that many African Americans, as
well as other peoples of African descent, are the true descendants of
the ancient Israelites. This belief is rooted in interpretations of the Bible,
historical events, and the transatlantic slave trade. Different factions of
this movement hold varying beliefs, with some integrating Christian
doctrines. In contrast, others follow a more Old Testament-based
practice.

2. Lost Tribes of Israel: There has also been along-standing belief in the
“Ten Lost Tribes” of Israel, which were the northern tribes of Israel that
were exiled by the Assyrian Empire around 722 BCE. Throughout history,
various groups in Africa, Asia, and even Native American tribes have
claimed to be part of these lost tribes. However, these claims are often
speculative and based on interpretations of prophecies or folklore
rather than established historical evidence.

3. Jewish People: Most mainstream scholars, historians, and religious
authorities recognize modern Jews as the ethnic and spiritual
descendants of the Israelites, though they also acknowledge the
complex history of the Jewish people, including their migrations and the
influence of converts over time.

Conclusion:

The identity of the “true Israelites” depends primarily on one’s religious or
historical perspective. Historically, the Israelites are linked to biblical figures
and the ancient nation of Israel, whose descendants are considered to include
modern-day Jews. However, other groups, such as the Hebrew Israelites,
claim to have a unique connection to the ancient Israelites, making the

question of identity more nuanced.

The True Israelites
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The question of the identity of the “true Israelites” involves historical, biblical,
and cultural layers, and the answer can vary depending on who is interpreting

the evidence. I'll break it down further across several dimensions:
1. Biblical Perspective

The Bible defines the Israelites as the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob (also known as Israel). Jacob had twelve sons, and from these sons
came the Twelve Tribes of Israel. These tribes formed the nation of Israel, and

their history is chronicled throughout the Old Testament. Key events include:

e Exodus from Egypt: Under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites were
freed from slavery in Egypt and given the Mosaic Covenant, which
established them as God's chosen people (Exodus 19).

e Conquest of Canaan: The Israelites, led by Joshua, entered and
conquered the land of Canaan, the land God promised them (Book of
Joshua).

¢ Kingdom of Israel: The tribes formed a united kingdom under Kings Saul,
David, and Solomon, but the kingdom was later divided into the Northern
Kingdom (Israel) and Southern Kingdom (Judah) after Solomon's reign.

e Exile: The Northern Kingdom was conquered by Assyria (circa 722 BCE),
and the tribes living there are sometimes referred to as the Ten Lost
Tribes. The Southern Kingdom (Judah) was later conquered by Babylon
(586 BCE), leading to the Babylonian Exile.

2. Historical and Modern Jewish Identity
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Most of the modern Jewish community identifies themselves as the
descendants of the ancient Israelites, primarily through the tribes of Judah,
Benjamin, and some Levites who returned to Israel after the Babylonian Exile.
These people are historically linked to the Second Temple period (516 BCE-70
CE) and have maintained Jewish religious and cultural traditions throughout

centuries, even after being dispersed across the world in the Diaspora.

Jewish identity today is both ethnic and religious:

¢ Ethnic Jews: Many Jews are descended from those who lived in ancient
Israel or Judah.
¢ Religious Jews: Judaism is a religious identity passed down through the
mother and converts to Judaism are considered part of the Jewish
people.
Modern Jews, whether Sephardic (from Spain, North Africa, and the Middle
East), Ashkenazi (from Eastern and Central Europe), or other Jewish
communities, believe they are connected to the ancient Israelites through

thousands of years of religious observance and tradition.
3. Theories About the Lost Tribes of Israel

A significant mystery surrounding the Israelites is the fate of the Ten Lost
Tribes. These tribes were part of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and were
exiled by the Assyrian Empire around 722 BCE. While the Bible provides an
account of their exile, it doesn’t record their return, leading to various

speculations about what happened to them.

Over the centuries, several groups and movements have claimed to be

descendants of the lost tribes:
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o Betalsrael (Ethiopian Jews): This group claims descent from the Tribe of
Dan and has a long-standing Jewish tradition.

 Bene Israel (Indian Jews): In India, the Bene Israel community has
claimed to be descendants of the lost tribes of Israel.

e Other claims: Various communities, including groups in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Japan, and even Native Americans, have claimed a connection
to the lost tribes, though many of these claims are speculative and
based on legend or historical guesswork.

4.Hebrew Israelites and African Descent

In the United States and elsewhere, the Hebrew Israelite movement has
emerged, particularly among African Americans, claiming that many people
of African descent are the true descendants of the ancient Israelites. These
groups argue that the biblical Israelites were people of color and that the
descendants of the transatlantic slave trade are the real Israelites, based on

their interpretation of biblical prophecies and historical events.

Some critical points within this movement:

o Deuteronomy 28: Hebrew Israelites often point to the curses described
in Deuteronomy 28, particularly those about slavery and displacement,
as evidence that African Americans are the true Israelites.

¢ Slavery and the Diaspora: They interpret the transatlantic slave trade as
a fulfillment of prophecies about Israel’s punishment and dispersion.

¢ |dentity Restoration: Many in this movement believe that they are
“restoring” the true identity of the Israelites after centuries of
misinformation and loss of heritage.

There are different factions of the Hebrew Israelite movement, with some
practicing forms of Judaism. In contrast, others integrate Christian elements,

and still others focus on a strictly Old Testament-based practice.

The True Israelites A Deeper Look at Race Identity and Gods Image



The True Israelites: A Deeper Look at Race Identity and God's Image

5. Genetic Studies and the Israelite Ancestry

In recent years, genetic studies have been conducted to trace the lineage of
Jewish communities worldwide. Findings suggest that many Jewish
populations, whether Ashkenazi, Sephardic, or Mizrahi (Middle Eastern), share
common genetic markers that trace back to the Middle East. These studies
often support the claim that modern Jews are descendants of the ancient

Israelites.

However, these genetic studies are complicated by the fact that Judaism has
seen conversions throughout its history, and many people have joined the

Jewish people through religious adoption rather than biological descent.
6. Spiritual and Religious Claims

For some, the question of who the true Israelites are is not strictly about
physical descent but spiritual inheritance. In the New Testament, the apostle
Paul writes about a “spiritual Israel” that includes those who follow Christ,
regardless of ethnic background. This view is commonly held in Christianity,
which teaches that through faith in Jesus, all believers are grafted into the

promises made to Israel (Romans 1117-24).

In this sense, Christians see themselves as part of the “spiritual Israel” through
their faith, not through ethnic or genealogical lineage. This concept

emphasizes spiritual kinship over bloodline.
Conclusion

The question of who the “true Israelites” are has various dimensions:
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¢ Ethnically, modern Jews claim descent from the ancient Israelites,
particularly the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi.

¢ Historically, some groups claim to be descendants of the “lost tribes” of
Israel. However, these claims are often based on traditions or theories
rather than solid historical evidence.

e Culturdlly, the Hebrew Israelite movement identifies people of African
descent as the true Israelites, drawing on biblical prophecies and
historical interpretations.

¢ Spiritually, many Christians view themselves as part of a “spiritual Israel”
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Each of these perspectives offers a different understanding of Israelite

identity, shaped by religious, historical, and cultural contexts.
The Extermination of African American

The idea that the extermination of African Americans is occurring at a high
rate is a profoundly complex issue with social, historical, economic, and
political factors involved. It’s important to distinguish between the systemic

issues and the idea that a single narrative can explain the entire picture.

Some people within the Hebrew Israelite movement or other Afrocentric
religious or social movements might argue that African Americans, as the
“true Israelites,” are facing systemic oppression and targeted violence due to
their unique identity. They may see this as part of a spiritual or prophetic
framework, drawing on biblical texts that describe the suffering, persecution,
and eventual restoration of Israel. In such views, the high rates of violence,
incarceration, poverty, and health disparities affecting African Americans
may be interpreted as a form of modern-day persecution or exile, similar to

what ancient Israelites faced.
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However, the high rates of violence, especially police violence, incarceration,
and other systemic issues facing African Americans today, are generally

understood from a socio-political perspective. Some key factors include:

1. Historical Context of Slavery and Racism

¢ The enslavement of Africans in the United States laid the foundation for
a long history of racial inequality. Even after slavery was abolished, Jim
Crow laws and segregation perpetuated deep disparities in wealth,
education, and legal rights between Black and white Americans.

¢ Systemic Racism: Many scholars and activists argue that systemic
racism is the root cause of the high rates of violence, incarceration, and
economic disparity. Policies and practices in law enforcement, housing,
education, and the judicial system have disproportionately offected
African Americans.

2. Mass Incarceration and the Criminal Justice System

e The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world, and
African Americans are disproportionately represented in prison
populations. The War on Drugs, starting in the 1980s, heavily impacted
Black communities, leading to high rates of incarceration for non-violent
offenses, particularly drug-related crimes.

¢ Police Brutality: Police violence against African Americans has been well
documented, particularly in recent years, with the rise of movements like
Black Lives Matter. High-profile killings of African Americans, such as
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many others, have drawn attention to
the disproportionate use of force against Black people by law
enforcement.

3. Health Disparities and Socioeconomic Inequality
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e African Americans face significant disparities in healthcare, leading to
higher mortality rates from preventable diseases, such as heart disease,
diabetes, and, most recently, COVID-19.

¢ Poverty and Economic Inequality: Systemic barriers have historically
limited access to wealth-building opportunities for African Americans.
Redlining, discriminatory lending practices, and job discrimination have all
contributed to persistent economic disparities. This economic inequality
often correlates with higher crime rates in marginalized communities.

4. Education and Opportunity Gaps

e African Americans often face significant barriers in education, including
underfunded schools in predominantly Black neighborhoods, a lack of
resources, and discriminatory disciplinary practices. This contributes to a
cycle of poverty and limited opportunities for social mobility.

¢ The school-to-prison pipeline is another factor where harsh school
discipline policies disproportionately affect Black students, increasing
their chances of becoming involved in the criminal justice system at an
early age.

5. Violence and Community Impact

e African American communities, particularly in inner-city areas, face
higher rates of violence, often due to a combination of poverty, lack of
opportunities, and systemic neglect. These issues are exacerbated by
policies that underfund social services, housing, and education in these
areas.

e While some might interpret this violence as a part of alarger spiritual or
prophetic narrative, many social scientists and activists see it as the
outcome of structural inequalities and historical disenfranchisement.

6. Modern Theological Perspectives
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In some religious and spiritual circles, the high rates of death, incarceration,
and oppression of African Americans may be viewed through the lens of
spiritual warfare or as a fulfillment of specific biblical prophecies. For instance,
some within the Hebrew Israelite or Afrocentric Christion movements
interpret the systemic oppression of Black people as the modern
manifestation of the ancient Israelite exile and suffering. This view draws
parallels between the experiences of African Americans and the biblical

narrative of Israel’s suffering, exile, and ultimate redemption.

They may see the societal hardships faced by African Americans as part of
God's judgment, as described in passages like Deuteronomy 28, which details
the blessings and curses upon Israel depending on their faithfulness or
disobedience to God's commandments. In this theological view, the path to
liberation might be spiritual awakening or returning to the original covenant

with God, much like the biblical Israelites.

Conclusion

The idea of “extermination” in the context of African Americans is more
accurately described as systemic oppression that manifests through
disparities in wealth, health, education, and justice. The high rates of violence,
incarceration, and mortality are better understood through the lenses of
historical racial inequality, structural racism, and social injustice. While some
religious or spiritual movements, such as the Hebrew Israelites, may interpret
these issues as part of a biblical prophecy related to the “true Israelites,” the
broader understanding is rooted in socio-economic and political factors that

have perpetuated racial disparities for centuries.
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Activists, scholars, and organizations like Black Lives Matter focus on
dismantling these systems of oppression through policy changes, education,
and advocacy for social justice. Addressing these issues requires a
multifaceted approach that acknowledges both the historical roots and the

present-day manifestations of racial inequality.
Biblical Truth

The concept of the “true Israelites” being connected to the current plight of
African Americans involves several layers of interpretation, depending on
religious, spiritual, and socio-political perspectives. If we explore what might
be “connected to this truth” from various angles, here’s how different aspects

align with this idea:
1. Biblical Prophecy and Curses (Deuteronomy 28)

Many within the Hebrew Israelite movement and other Afrocentric spiritual
groups interpret specific biblical prophecies as directly connected to the
African American experience. Specifically, Deuteronomy 28 describes the
blessings and curses that would fall upon the Israelites based on their

obedience or disobedience to God’'s laws. The curses include:

e Being scattered among nations (Deuteronomy 28:64),
e Serving enemies in hunger and thirst (Deuteronomy 28:48),
e Being taken away in ships (Deuteronomy 28:68).
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These groups often connect these curses to the transatlantic slave trade,
believing that African Americans, as the descendants of the true Israelites,
have lived through these conditions. The enslavement, systemic oppression,
and socioeconomic struggles faced by African Americans are seen as a

fulfillment of these ancient curses.

2. Historical Oppression and Systemic Racism

From a historical and socio-political perspective, the suffering and
disenfranchisement of African Americans are connected to centuries of

systemic racism and exploitation. This includes:

¢ Slavery and Jim Crow laws: Institutionalized racism and segregation that
kept African Americans economically and socially oppressed for
centuries.

¢ Mass incarceration: Policies like the War on Drugs disproportionately
targeted Black communities, leading to higher rates of incarceration.

¢ Economic exclusion: Redlining, discriminatory banking practices, and
underfunding of Black schools and neighborhoods continue to
perpetuate inequality.

The connection to this “truth” lies in the fact that racial inequality and violence
against African Americans are not isolated incidents but are the result of

long-standing systemic injustices.

3. Spiritual Warfare and the Battle for Identity
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Some people see a spiritual component to the oppression of African
Americans, believing that the battle is not only physical but also spiritual.
According to this view, the identity of African Americans as the “true
Israelites” has been hidden or erased over time, and their historical and
modern-day struggles are connected to a spiritual warfare between good

and evil.

The belief is that those in power—whether intentionally or unintentionally—

have contributed to the suppression of this truth, maintaining control through:

e Cultural erasure: The destruction of African identity during slavery, where
Africans were stripped of their languages, cultures, and religions.

¢ Systemic oppression: Ongoing inequalities designed to keep African
Americans in subjugation, including biased media representation,
economic disenfranchisement, and legal discrimination.

From a spiritual perspective, the battle involves reclaiming identity,
recognizing the connection to the biblical Israelites, and resisting the systemic

forces that perpetuate oppression.
4.liberation Theology and Social Justice

Some see the African American struggle for equality and justice as a modern
manifestation of liberation theology. This theological perspective emphasizes
God's concern for the oppressed and the need for liberation from systems of
injustice. In this context, African Americans’ connection to the true Israelites

would mean:
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e God has a particular concern for their liberation and justice.
¢ The fight for civil rights, equality, and social justice is seen as a divine
mandate.

This idea is connected to the concept of justice and redemption, both in this
life and in the spiritual sense. Activists and religious leaders throughout history,
such as Martin Luther King Jr., have invoked biblical stories of the Israelites’
liberation from slavery in Egypt to inspire African Americans in their own

struggles for freedom.

5. Reawakening and Identity Restoration

Many within the Hebrew Israelite movement believe that the current time is
one of spiritual awakening. It is believed that as more African Americans
rediscover their identity as descendants of the Israelites, they will gain a
deeper understanding of their connection to God and their heritage. This

reawakening involves:

¢ Restoring alost identity: Reclaiming their role as the chosen people of
God.
¢ Breaking free from spiritual bondage: Many in this movement believe
that African Americans have been spiritually deceived or disconnected
from their true purpose due to centuries of colonization and enforced
Christianity.
In this perspective, the struggles African Americans face today are part of a
more significant spiritual battle. The path to victory involves returning to the
lows and covenants of the Old Testament, reconnecting with their true

Israelite heritage, and rejecting the systems of oppression that have kept

them in bondage.
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6. Cultural and Social Movements

The quest for racial identity and understanding the roots of African American
suffering is also connected to various social and cultural movements,

including:

¢ Afrocentric movements: These movements encourage African
Americans to rediscover their pre-colonial roots, reclaim their cultural
heritage, and reconnect with African spirituality.

¢ Black empowerment movements: The fight against systemic racismis
connected to a broader movement for Black empowerment, civil rights,
and social justice. Leaders like Marcus Garvey and groups like the Nation
of Islam have historically emphasized the need for African Americans to
understand their true history and heritage, linking it to a sense of divine
purpose and identity.

7. Global Movements for Justice

Finally, this “truth” is connected to broader global movements for justice and
equality. African Americans’ struggle against racial oppression echoes the
experiences of other marginalized and oppressed people around the world.

This global perspective connects:

¢ Colonization: Many African and Caribbean countries share a history of
colonization, where their resources were exploited, and their people
were oppressed by foreign powers.

e Modern-day oppression: Systemic inequality is not unique to African
Americans but is shared by other ethnic and racial groups who face
discrimination and violence.

In this sense, the idea of being the “true Israelites” can be seen as a symbolic
connection to the broader struggle of oppressed people for justice, equality,

and liberation.
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Conclusion

The truth of the “true Israelites” being connected to the high rates of
extermination or oppression of African Americans involves both a historical
reality and a spiritual interpretation. Historically, African Americans have
faced centuries of systemic racism, and many of the struggles they face
today are linked to that legacy. Spiritually, some see a prophetic or biblical
connection, believing that African Americans are living out the experience of

the Israelites, suffering under divine curses or systemic forces.

Ultimately, the connection to this truth lies in recognizing the deep and
complex history of racial oppression and, for some, understanding it within the
framework of spiritual warfare, identity restoration, and prophetic fulfillment.
Whether viewed through a religious or socio-political lens, the struggle for

justice, identity, and liberation remains a central theme.

Reparations

Reparations within the context of the “true Israelites” and the African
American experience can be viewed through both spiritual and socio-political
lenses. In this truth, reparations can symbolize not only financial
compensation for historical injustices but also the broader need for
restoration, justice, and healing for the African American community, which

may connect to the biblical narratives of justice for the Israelites.

Here’'s how reparations play into this truth:

1. Biblical Concept of Reparations
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In the Bible, reparations and restoration are integral parts of God's justice
system, particularly for His chosen people, the Israelites. Throughout
scripture, when the Israelites suffered injustice or oppression, there were
moments when God demanded restitution or compensation from those who

wronged them. Examples include:

e Exodus from Egypt: When the Israelites left Egypt after being enslaved
for 400 years, they were not sent out empty-handed. God commanded
the Egyptians to give them gold, silver, and other valuable goods as they
departed (Exodus 12:35-36). This is often viewed as a form of reparations
for the years of forced labor and oppression.

¢ Year of Jubilee: Every 50 years, the Israelites were commanded to
celebrate the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25). During this time, all debts
were to be forgiven, and land taken or sold during hard times was to be
returned to its original owners. This was a form of economic and social
restoration for those who had fallen into poverty.

These examples illustrate that reparations are a biblical principle tied to
restoring justice, especially for those who have been wronged or oppressed.
In this context, reparations for African Americans, who are seen by some as
the descendants of the true Israelites, would align with the biblical precedent

of God ensuring justice for His people.
2. Reparations as Restitution for Slavery and Oppression

In a socio-political sense, reparations are often discussed as a way to address

the historical and ongoing harms caused by:
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¢ Slavery: The forced labor, dehumanization, and cultural erasure
experienced by African Americans during slavery have had long-lasting
effects on generations of African Americans, resulting in systemic
disadvantages.

¢ Jim Crow and Segregation: Even after the abolition of slavery, African
Americans faced decades of legalized racial segregation, economic
exclusion, and state-sanctioned violence, such as lynching and police
brutality.

e Economic Disparities: The historical exclusion from wealth-building
opportunities, like home ownership, education, and fair wages, has
created generational wealth gaps between African Americans and
other racial groups.

Reparations, in this sense, are seen as a way to restore justice and provide
compensation for these systemic wrongs. Financial reparations, educational
opportunities, housing initiatives, and healthcare access are some of the

mechanisms proposed to address these injustices.

3. Restoration of Identity and Dignity

For those who view African Americans as the true descendants of the
Israelites, reparations are not just about financial compensation but also
about restoring identity, dignity, and heritage. The transatlantic slave trade
robbed millions of Africans of their languages, cultures, religions, and historical
identities. For centuries, African Americans were stripped of their connections
to their ancestral roots. They were forced into systems that dehumanized

and exploited them.

In this context, reparations could also mean:
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e Cultural restoration: Recognizing and celebrating the true history and
contributions of African Americans and restoring a connection to their
lost heritage.

¢ Spiritual reparations: Reclaiming spiritual and religious practices that
were disrupted by colonialism and slavery. Some within the Hebrew
Israelite movement believe that part of the spiritual reparations is
reclaiming their true identity as God's chosen people and walking in
accordance with the laws and covenants of the Bible.

4. Prophetic Fulfillment and the Restoration of Israel

Many biblical prophecies speak of the restoration of Israel after times of

suffering, exile, and oppression. For example:

e Isaiah 61:7: “Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and
instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you will
inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours.”

e Joel 2:25: “| will repay youfor the years the locusts have eaten.”

These scriptures can be interpreted as promises from God that those who
have been oppressed, dispossessed, and shamed will be restored and repaid.
In the context of the true Israelites, African Americans who have suffered
under slavery and systemic oppression might see these verses as promises of
future divine reparations—not only financial or material, but also spiritual,

emotional, and social restoration.
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For those within the Hebrew Israelite movement or similar Afrocentric
religious groups, the idea of reparations is connected to the fulfillment of
biblical prophecy, where God promises to restore His people after their
period of suffering. In this narrative, the hardships faced by African Americans
are seen as a fulfillment of the curses described in Deuteronomy 28, and
reparations would represent the beginning of the restoration phase

prophesied in the Bible.

5. Reparations as Part of Healing and Justice

Reparations also play a crucial role in healing the historical wounds caused by
slavery and systemic racism. True healing involves more than financial
compensation—it requires acknowledgment of the harm done, a

commitment to justice, and steps to correct ongoing inequalities.

Reparations would aim to:

¢ Acknowledge the historical wrongs: Recognize the lasting impact of
slavery, segregation, and systemic racism on African Americans.

e Compensate for lost opportunities: Provide financial, educational, and
economic resources to uplift African American communities.

¢ Create systemic change: Address ongoing racial disparities in wealth,
health, education, and criminal justice, breaking the cycle of oppression.

6. Reparations as Economic Justice

Economic justice is at the heart of reparations. The generational wealth gap
between African Americans and white Americans is a direct result of policies
and practices that have systematically excluded Black people from wealth-

building opportunities:
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e Redlining: African Americans were historically denied access to home
ownership and fair housing, leading to a significant disparity in
generational wealth.

¢ Exclusion from New Deal programs: Many programs designed to help
Americans, such as Social Security and the Gl Bill, were not equally
available to African Americans.

¢ Pay gaps and job discrimination: African Americans have long faced
wage discrimination and exclusion from specific job sectors.

Reparations, therefore, would serve as a corrective measure, addressing the
economic inequalities that are deeply rooted in the history of systemic racism

in the United States.
7. Spiritual Reparations and Returning to Covenant

For those who view reparations through a spiritual lens, they are also about
returning to a covenant relationship with God. For people who identify as the

true Israelites, part of the reparations process might involve:

e Repentance: Turning away from practices or systems that have led
them away from their heritage or God'’s laws.

e Obedience: Restoring a faithful walk in accordance with God's
commandments, as outlined in the Bible.

¢ Restoration of Favor: Believing that returning to a covenantal
relationship with God will lead to divine blessings and the reversal of the
curses that have affected African American communities.

Conclusion: Reparation, Restoration, Healing, and Justice

Reparations, within the truth of African Americans as the true Israelites,

encompass much more than financial compensation. They represent:
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¢ Biblical justice: Restoring what was taken, much like God commanded the
Egyptians to give reparations to the Israelites as they left slavery.

e Economic restoration: Addressing the systemic inequalities that have left
African Americans disenfranchised for centuries.

¢ Cultural and spiritual healing: Reclaiming identity, dignity, and heritage
that was stripped away during slavery and colonization.

¢ Prophetic fulfillment: A return to the promises of restoration and
blessing that God made to His people after their time of suffering.

Ultimately, reparations are seen as a critical step toward healing the deep
wounds caused by slavery and racism, restoring African Americans to a

position of dignity, justice, and wholeness both spiritually and materially.
More Biblical History

The Israelites in Israel today are primarily understood to be the Jewish people
who trace their lineage and spiritual heritage to the ancient Israelites of the
Bible, mainly the descendants of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, who

survived the Babylonian exile and later returned to the land of Israel.
1. Historical Israelites and Modern Jewish People

The term “Israelites” originally referred to the descendants of Jacob (whose
name was changed to Israel in Genesis 32:28). These descendants formed the
twelve tribes of Israel and lived in the ancient kingdoms of Israel and Judah.
Over time, the northern kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrians in
722 BCE, and the people were scattered. The southern kingdom, Judah, was
later conquered by the Babylonians in 586 BCE, and many of its inhabitants

were exiled.

The True Israelites A Deeper Look at Race Identity and Gods Image



The True Israelites: A Deeper Look at Race Identity and God's Image

After the exile, the Jewish people returned to the land of Israel during the
Persian period, particularly under the leadership of figures like Ezra and

Nehemiah, who helped to rebuild Jerusalem and reestablish Jewish life.

The modern state of Israel, established in 1948, is home to many people who
identify as Jewish. These modern Jews are considered the descendants (both
biologically and spiritually) of the ancient Israelites. However, the term “Jew”
comes explicitly from Judah, one of the twelve tribes. Over centuries of exile
and dispersion, Jewish communities developed across the globe (in Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East, and elsewhere). Still, many have returned to

Israel since its modern founding.
2. The Jewish Diaspora and Return to Israel

The Diasporarefers to the scattering of Jewish people after the destruction
of the Second Temple in 70 CE by the Romans. Jewish communities spread

across the world, forming distinct groups like:

¢ Ashkenazi Jews: Jews from Central and Eastern Europe.

¢ Sephardic Jews: Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa, and the Middle
East.

¢ MizrahiJews: Jews from the Middle East and Central Asia.

These Jewish groups retained their religious identity, customs, and connection
to the land of Israel despite being dispersed for centuries. Many of them have
returned to Israel since 1948 as part of the Zionist movement, which

advocated for the establishment of a Jewish homeland.

3. Diverse Jewish Communities in Modern Israel
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Modern Israel is a diverse nation, with Jewish communities from various

backgrounds:

¢ Ashkenazi Jews: Historically from Europe, they make up a significant
portion of Israel’s population.

e Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews: These Jews hail from North Africa, the
Middle East, and Spain. They returned to Israel in large numbers after the
formation of the state, especially from Arab countries where they had
lived for centuries.

¢ Ethiopian Jews: Known as Beta Israel, this community claims descent
from the Tribe of Dan. They were brought to Israel in significant numbers
during Operation Moses and Operation Solomon in the 1980s and 1990s.

¢ Russian Jews: After the collapse of the Soviet Union, a large influx of Jews
from Russia and other former Soviet states emigrated to Israel.

e Bene lsrael: A small Jewish community from India, which also has roots
tracing back to the ancient Israelites.

4.lIsraelites vs. Jews

While the term Israelite refers to the ancient people descended from Jacob
(Israel) and the twelve tribes, modern Jews are considered to be the direct
descendants or spiritual heirs of those ancient Israelites. Not all Jews today
can trace their lineage back to a specific tribe (due to centuries of dispersion
and loss of tribal records). Still, they are connected to the Israelites through

religious tradition, cultural heritage, and a shared history.

The people living in modern-day Israel who identify as Jewish see themselves
as part of this lineage, continuing the religious practices, traditions, and

cultural identity that date back to the Israelites of the Bible.

5. Citizens of Israel Today
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Israel today is a modern nation-state, and its citizens include:

¢ Jewish Israelis: The maijority of the population trace their roots to the
ancient Israelites. They maintain the Jewish faith and cultural practices
passed down through generations.

e Non-Jewish Israelis: These include Arab Israelis (Muslim and Christian),
Druze, Bedouins, and other minority groups who also live in Israel and hold
Israeli citizenship.

While the term “Israelite” is used primarily to describe the ancient biblical
people, most Jewish citizens of Israel see themselves as the modern

continuation of this ancient heritage.

Conclusion

The Israelites in Israel today are primarily the Jewish people, who identify as
the descendants of the ancient Israelites. These Jews, whether they are
Ashkenazi, Sephardic, Mizrahi, Ethiopian, or from other communities, share a
connection to the biblical Israelites, even though their precise tribal identities
may not always be known. In the modern state of Israel, Jewish people live
alongside non-Jewish citizens. Still, the cultural and spiritual heritage of the

Israelites remains a core part of Jewish identity.

Hebrew Israelite Perspective
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The belief that African Americans are the “true Israelites” is primarily held by
members of the Hebrew Israelite movement, a religious and cultural
movement that asserts that African Americans, and sometimes other people
of African descent, are the descendants of the ancient Israelites. However,
this belief is not universally accepted or based on mainstream historical or
religious consensus. Depending on the perspective you adopt, the answer to

the question of who belongs to the group of “true Israelites” can vary.

Perspectives on the “True Israelites”

1. Hebrew Israelite Movement Perspective

The Hebrew Israelite movement claims that the true Israelites are primarily
people of African descent, particularly African Americans, but also includes
certain groups across the African Diaspora. This view is based on their
interpretation of biblical texts and historical events, explicitly linking the
curses of Deuteronomy 28 to the experience of the transatlantic slave trade,

colonialism, and systemic oppression faced by Black people.

In this view, the following groups may belong to the “true Israelites”
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o African Americans: Many Hebrew Israelites believe that African
Americans, who were taken to the Americas through the transatlantic
slave trade, are the descendants of the Israelites.

e West Africans: Some proponents believe that the Israelites migrated into
West Africa aofter the destruction of the Temple and that many West
African tribes have Israelite origins. Thus, they consider certain West
African ethnic groups to be part of the lost tribes of Israel.

e Caribbean and Latin American people of African descent: Individuals
from the Caribbean and Latin America who share a similar history of
slavery and colonization are often included in this identity.

 Indigenous Peoples of the Americas: Some factions within the Hebrew
Israelite movement believe that Native Americans and certain
indigenous groups in Central and South America are also descendants of
the lost tribes of Israel.

The rationale for this belief is drawn from interpretations of scripture that
highlight the suffering and dispersion of the Israelites as divine punishment,
and proponents argue that the experiences of African Americans and others

align with these biblical prophecies.

2. Mainstream Jewish Perspective

From a mainstream Jewish and historical perspective, the descendants of the
ancient Israelites are believed to be the Jewish people who trace their
lineage back to the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi. The other ten tribes,
oftenreferred to as the “lost tribes” of Israel, were dispersed aofter the
Assyrian conquest of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BCE, and their descendants

have been lost to history.
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Jews today, whether Ashkenazi (European), Sephardic (Spanish, Portuguese),
Mizrahi (Middle Eastern), or Ethiopian, identify as the spiritual and ethnic
descendants of the Israelites. These groups have maintained religious
traditions, scriptures, and cultural practices that connect them to ancient

Israel, even after centuries of dispersion in the Jewish Diaspora.

In this view, the “true Israelites” include:

e Ashkenazi Jews: Jews of European descent.
¢ Sephardic Jews: Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa, and the Middle
East.

e Mizrahi Jews: Jews from the Middle East and Central Asia.
o Ethiopian Jews (Betalsrael): Jews from Ethiopia who also claim descent
from the Tribe of Dan.
This perspective is supported by historical records, religious texts, and

modern genetic studies that show a common ancestry among Jewish

populations that trace back to the Levant.

3. The “Lost Tribes” Theory
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The concept of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel has inspired various groups and
movements to claim descent from the Israelites. While the Hebrew Bible
records the exile of the Northern Kingdom's ten tribes, their fate remains
largely unknown, and various peoples around the world have claimed to be

their descendants. Some of these groups include:

 Betalsrael (Ethiopian Jews): As mentioned earlier, Ethiopian Jews believe
they are descendants of the Tribe of Dan.

 Bene Israel (Indian Jews): A Jewish community in India that claims
descent from one of the lost tribes.

e Lemba people: A Bantu-speaking group in southern Africa that has
cultural practices resembling Judaism and claims Israelite descent.
Genetic studies have shown that the Lemba may have Jewish ancestry.

e Pashtuns: Some Pashtuns (an ethnic group in Afghanistan and Pakistan)
have claimed descent from the lost tribes of Israel. However, thisis a
controversial and unproven claim.

Other groups, such as Japanese, Native American, and British-Israelite groups,
have also made claims of being descendants of the lost tribes. However, most
of these are speculative or symbolic rather than historically or genetically

substantiated.
4. Christian Perspective (Spirituql Israel)

In Christian theology, especially in specific interpretations of the New
Testament, the term “Israel” can have a spiritual meaning. The apostle Paul, in
the New Testament, speaks of a “spiritual Israel” made up of those who follow
Jesus Christ, regardless of their ethnic background. According to this
perspective, being part of Israel is not a matter of biological descent but of

spiritual inheritance through faith in Christ.
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This interpretation is based on verses such as:

e Romans 9:6-8: “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor
because they are his descendants are they all Abraham'’s children.”

e Gadlatians 3:28-29: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, enslaved person nor
free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham'’s seed and heirs according to the
promise.”

In this view, Christians—both Jews and Gentiles—are considered part of the

“spiritual Israel,” and anyone who follows Christ can be grafted into the

spiritual promises made to Israel.

Conclusion: Who Else Belongs to the “True Israelites™?

o Hebrew Israelites believe that African Americans, along with other
peoples of African descent and certain indigenous groups, are the true
descendants of the ancient Israelites.

¢ Mainstream Judaism holds that the Jewish people worldwide—Ashkenazi,
Sephardic, Mizrahi, Ethiopian, and others—are the direct descendants of
the Israelites.

e The Lost Tribes Theory suggests that specific communities in Africa,
India, and other parts of the world may have Israelite ancestry, though
this is not universally accepted.

¢ Christian Theology may view all believers in Christ, regardless of their
ethnicity, as part of the “spiritual Israel.”

Ultimately, the answer depends on the theological, historical, and cultural
perspective you adopt. Each group has its interpretation of what it means to

be a“true Israelite.”

The Bronze Jesus
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The Bible does contain descriptions that suggest specific physical
characteristics of Jesus, including the idea of having bronze skin. This comes

from Revelation 114-15, which describes the glorified Jesus in a vision:

“His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were
like a blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice

was like the sound of rushing waters.”(Revelation 1:14-15, NIV)

This passage is often interpreted as a symbolic description of Jesus’ majesty
and glory. The reference to bronze has led some to suggest that Jesus had
darker skin, possibly reflecting his Middle Eastern or Jewish heritage. He was

born in the region that is now modern-day Israel.

From a biblical perspective, understanding that Jesus likely had a Middle
Eastern appearance, which includes characteristics like bronze skin, can be
profoundly affirming for many, particularly for people of color. This notion
reinforces the idea that God’'s image and Jesus’ incarnation reflect a broad
and diverse human experience, breaking away from the often Eurocentric

depictions in art and culture.

For those who connect this to race and racism, this truth can help foster a
more profound sense of belonging and identity, knowing that God came in a
form that resonates with many people of color. It can be powerful to
recognize that God entered into human history not as a distant, otherworldly
figure but as someone whose skin reflected the diversity of humanity,

particularly in a world where Black and Brown people face marginalization.
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This realization can help uplift and encourage those who may feel oppressed,
reminding them that God intimately understands suffering and injustice and is
on the side of the oppressed (as shown in scripture like Psalm 9:9: “The Lord is

arefuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble”).
Genetic Diversity

Yes, it is scientifically possible for two African Americans to produce a child
with lighter skin, or even skin that could be described as “white,” depending on
genetic factors. This is because skin color is determined by a complex
combination of genes, many of which control the amount and type of melanin

produced in the skin.
Here's how it works:
1. Genetic Diversity

Within the African American population (and all populations), there is a great
deal of genetic diversity. African Americans often have genetic ancestry that
includes contributions from a variety of populations, including European and
Indigenous ancestry, due to historical factors such as the transatlantic slave
trade and colonialism. These different genetic influences can sometimes

result in a child with lighter skin or other unexpected physical traits.

2. Recessive Genes
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Skin color, like many traits, is determined by multiple genes, and some genes
may be recessive. Suppose both parents carry recessive genes for lighter
skin, even if they themselves have darker skin. In that case, they can pass
those genes on to their child, resulting in a lighter-skinned or even “white”
child. This is an example of genetic recombination, where the combination of
genes from both parents produces a child with different characteristics than

the parents.
3. Melanin Production

Melanin, the pigment responsible for skin color, can vary in its production due
to genetic factors. Genes like OCA2, SLC24A5, and MCIR influence melanin
production. If both parents carry certain variations of these genes that

produce less melanin, it can result in a child with lighter skin.
4. Historical and Biblical Implications

From a biblical or spiritual perspective, this diversity in human genetics can be
seen as areflection of the complexity and beauty of God's creation. The Bible
teaches that all humans are made in God's image (Genesis 1:27), emphasizing
that God's image is not tied to one race or skin color. The possibility that
people of different skin tones can be born within the same family highlights

the unity of humanity in its diversity.
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5. Race and Racism

In the context of your research on race and racism, this fact challenges
simplistic or rigid ideas about race. It demonstrates that race is a social
construct with no strict biological boundaries. Understanding the fluidity of
genetic traits, including skin color, can help break down racist ideologies that

are based on the idea of inherent biological differences between races.

This knowledge might deepen your work in addressing the complexities of
race and identity, helping to challenge racial stereotypes and expand the

conversation around racial identity and diversity.

Exploring the idea that two African Americans can produce a child with lighter
skin and how this ties into both the spiritual and academic understanding of
race opens up several meaningful conversations. Let’s look at a few key areas

where this can deepen your research and spiritual insight:
1. Race as a Social Construct

Your research on race and racism likely already engages with the idea that
race is a social construct rather than arigid biological reality. The fact that
two Black parents can have a lighter-skinned child underscores this. Genetics
doesn’t adhere to social categories of race, which are often based on

superficial physical characteristics like skin color.
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Implications for Racism

:Many racial ideologies historically and currently rely on the idea of distinct
and separate races, where physical traits are used to justify unequal
treatment. Knowing that genetics defies these clear-cut boundaries can be a
powerful tool in dismantling racial stereotypes. This knowledge can empower

people to see the shared humanity beneath physical differences.
2. Unity and Diversity in God's Creation

From a spiritual perspective, the complexity of human genetics reflects the
richness of God's creation. The Bible speaks of all people being made in the
image of God (Imago Dei) (Genesis 1:27). This concept highlights that no single
race or ethnicity reflects the fullness of God's image—humanity’s diversity is a

collective reflection of the Creator.

¢ Diversity in Christ: In the New Testament, Paul emphasizes that in Christ,
there is neither Jew nor Greek, enslaved person nor free, male nor
female (Galatians 3:28). This verse speaks to the idea that racial or
ethnic distinctions are secondary to our unity in Christ. The ability of
diverse traits, such as skin color, to arise within the same family shows
that diversity is not a barrier but a testament to the creative power of
God.

¢ Spiritual Relevance: For African Americans, understanding that God's
image can be reflected in different skin tones may bring a sense of
affirmation and dignity, especially in a world that has historically
devalued Black and Brown bodies. This could be a pivotal area to explore
in your research as it connects both identity and faith.

3. Challenging Colorism
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In many communities, including African Americans and broader global
cultures, colorism (prejudice or discrimination based on skin tone) is a
significant issue. This is often tied to colonial and racist ideas that lighter skin is
more “valuable” or “beautiful.” Understanding the scientific diversity within
African genetics helps challenge the myth of racial superiority that underpins

colorism.

e Connection to History: Historically, colorism has been used to divide and
oppress people within marginalized groups, creating hierarchies based
on proximity to whiteness. The genetic reality that skin tone can vary
widely, even among Black people, undermines these divisions.

¢ Spiritual Healing: From a biblical and spiritual standpoint, the recognition
that all skin tones are part of God's design can be part of healing from
the wounds of colorism. Teaching that God’'s image encompasses all
shades helps promote unity and self-worth within communities affected
by this issue.

4. Biblical Models of Unity in Diversity

Throughout the Bible, we see examples of unity in diversity, particularly in the
early Christian church, where people from different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds came together in faith. This can serve as a model for
approaching race and racism today. You might consider how the Bible’s
teachings on inclusivity and divine diversity resonate with both the historical

and modern experiences of African Americans.
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o Acts 2 (Pentecost): When the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost,
people from many nations heard the Gospel in their own languages
(Acts 2:5-12). This moment emphasizes that the kingdom of God includes
all races and ethnicities, breaking down barriers and promoting inclusion.

e Revelation 7:9: In John's vision, he sees a “great multitude” from every
nation, tribe, people, and language standing before the throne of God.
This image reflects the ultimate unity of humanity in God's kingdom. It
could be a powerful scriptural anchor for discussing racial unity.

5. Implications for Your Research and Teaching

In your academic work, particularly on race and racism, the understanding of
genetic diversity within African ancestry can help deepen conversations on
race by highlighting the fluidity of racial categories. This knowledge challenges
rigid notions of race and helps expose the historical and political

underpinnings of racial ideologies.

¢ Education and Advocacy: You could integrate this information into your
teaching to help students understand that race is more socially
constructed than genetically determined. This can be a foundational tool
in reducing bias and promoting racial equality.

e Personal Empowerment: For African Americans and people of African
descent, this knowledge can serve as a source of empowerment. It
reveals that traits like skin color are a small part of our identity, shaped
by the complex beauty of genetics and that racial hierarchies based on
appearance are scientifically baseless.

6. Spiritual and Theological Reflection
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The diversity within the African American experience, including the potential
for genetic traits like skin tone to vary widely, aligns with broader biblical
themes of equality and justice. In your personal spiritual journey and your
calling to walk in Jesus's steps, this could deepen your reflection on how God

views and values diversity in creation.

Divine Purpose

:Understanding that Jesus likely had a darker Middle Eastern appearance and
that diverse skin tones can emerge even within the same family emphasizes

that God's plan for humanity

transcends race. In God's eyes, every person is valuable, and the physical
characteristics that the world may use to divide are, in reality, expressions of

God's creative glory

Conclusion: A Deeper Perspective on Race, Faith, and Identity

The ability of two African Americans to produce a lighter-skinned child
highlights the complexity of genetics. It helps challenge simplistic and harmful
views about race. When combined with a biblical perspective, this truth
emphasizes the diversity, unity, and beauty of God's creation, offering a

powerful counter-narrative to the divisive legacy of racism and colorism.

The True Israelites: A Deeper Look at Race, Identity, and God's Image

Who are the true Israelites? What does the Bible say about race, identity, and
the image of God? And how do these truths impact the lives of African

Americans and people of color today?
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In “The True Israelites: A Deeper Look at Race, Identity, and God’s Image,” we
embark on ajourney that blends historical truth, biblical revelation, and
scientific insight to explore these profound questions. Through personal
reflection, prayer, and research, Connie Morris unpacks the powerful
connection between the African American experience and the ancient

Israelites.

In this series, you'll discover:

e How genetics challenges traditional ideas about race and identity.

¢ The significance of Jesus’ appearance as described in scripture and
what it means for people of color.

¢ The spiritual importance of knowing that all people are made in God's
image, with a particular focus on the heritage of African Americans as
part of the larger biblical narrative.

e How understanding the role of the Israelites brings healing, peace, and a
more profound sense of belonging in today’s world.

Whether you are seeking spiritual answers, wrestling with issues of race, or
simply curious about how biblical history connects to modern struggles, this
podcast will offer you hope, clarity, and a renewed sense of purpose. As we
follow in Jesus' footsteps, we invite you to join us in uncovering the truth about

race, faith, and God's image in all of us.
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