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Music and forest revelations fuel Shakespeare comedy

MICHAEL GURNEY

\rts & Culture Writer

An alkvolunteer produc-
tion of one of Shakespeare’s
most word-rich comedies
will transplant the action
from European woodlands
to a forested landscape
reminiscent of the Sunshine
Coast

The Coast Shakespeare
project — which launched
with a plein-air reading of
A Midsummer Night's Dream
in 2022 under the auspic-
es of the Gibsons Public
Library — is set to tackle
Shakespeare’s pastoral com-
edy As You Like It, early next
month. Performances will
take place at the Rockwood
Centre, Sechelt’s 400-seat
tree-ringed pavilion, starting
July 2

The prospect of the Forest
of Arden set on Canada’s
West Coast attracted
involvement from 22 actors,
with ages ranging from 13
to 91. Add crew and other
supporters and the number
of participants skyrockets
to nearly 70 people. Nine
of them are slated to form
a live orchestra perform-
ing authentic Renaissance
accompaniment.

“There’s more music in
this show than any show
we ve done so far,” explained
Lise Kreps, the show's musi-
cal director. (Kreps also
oversaw the troupe’s previ-
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and Tielfth Night). “That sur-
prised me because | thought
Twelfth Night would take the
cake for that. In As You Like
It, there are songs specified
by the playwright, but then
we added more, of course.”
For  Kreps, music
forms the backbone of
Shakespeare's story pitting
splendours of country life
against the strictures of
urban existence. Tunes in
the Elizabethan age were
more than a mode of story-
telling: they were a critical
form of communication.
“Music was used for
everything,” said Kreps. “It
was used for entertainment
in all its forms. Opera is still
in the future, so music and
masques with dancing and
tableaux are used as the
main form of courtly enter-
tainment. Dancing was used
by all people of all classes
and stations. They would
even sing the news to ballad
tunes because people knew
them so well. It was such an
auditory culture because not
as many people could read.
They had incredible audito-
ry memories and incredible
ears.”
Actors of Shakespeare's
vintage would learn their
parts by studying heavi-
lycondensed versions of
scripts, and often readied
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Costumed cast members from As You Like It assemble on
the grounds of Rockwood Centre in Sechelt

their lines in mere days
Meanwhile, the growing
accessibility of music to
the middle classes (and the
invention of music printing)
contributed to ear-worm
crazes that were woven into
works for the stage
“Suddenly you have peo-
ple with enough time and
money to learn the lute and
the virginal and the record-
ers and to hang around after
dinner and play and sing for
fun,” added Kreps, “which is

what me and my friends still
do now.”

The Coast Shakespare
version of As You Like It will
include another twist: two
duelling Dukes will be por-
trayed by the same actor.
Richard Austin portrays both
the genial Duke Senior and
his malign counterpart, Duke
Frederick, never appearing
onstage at the same time.

Disguise and transfor-
mation are primary themes
of the play. Ducal daugh-
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ters Rosalind (played by
Melissah Charboneau) and
Celia (Julia Lannon) spend
half the plot dressed in
male garb as the evocative-
ly-named Ganymede and
Aliena respectively. Among
Shakespeare's  heroines,
Rosalind's part contains the
greatest number of lines

The elaborate apparel
itsell presented a challenge
for costumer Robyn Faucher,
who assembled a team to
create 27 unique outfits. Tess
Carter, Michelle Cornwall,
Nancy Enns, Marcy James,
Dianne Lim, Cedar Neufeld
and Claire Warszycki set up
headquarters at a studio in
Davis Bay, repurposing tex-
tiles and home accessories
into designs informed by his-
torical research

“We've accumulated a
sizeable body of knowledge
about Elizabethan fashion,”
said Faucher “The style of
the garments is authentic,
but if you look closer you
might recognize everyday
fragments more common to
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21stcentury life. That illu-
sion, and all the hard work
it takes to achieve it, is part
of the magic of the theatre.”

Net proceeds from the
production’s  four perfor-
mances (plus a public pre-
view) will benefit the Bev.
Shaw Literacy Fund admin-
istered by the Sunshine
Coast Foundation. The 2025
production of Twelfth Night
accumulated a donation of
$11,000; funds have been
used for writerdin-residence
programs and other initia-
tives.

Tickets are available
at the door or online for a
suggested donation of $20
Following a public preview’
performance on July 2 at 7
p.m., the show runs July 3 (7
p.m.), July 10 (2 pm.), July 10
(7 pm.) and July 11 (2 pm.)
Browse to coastshakespeare.
ca for tickets and more infor-
mation. Disclosure: a mem-
ber of the Coast Reporters
arts department has provid-
ed creative input to the pro’
duction
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