
This educational guide was created to help immigrant families better understand DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals), renewal processes, work authorization, supporting evidence, and important 
immigration considerations.

Disclaimer: This guide is for educational purposes only. We are not attorneys and do not provide legal 
advice. Immigration laws, policies, filing fees, and USCIS procedures may change at any time. Always 
verify information directly through USCIS or consult with a licensed immigration attorney or DOJ accredited 
representative if needed.

What is DACA?
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is a policy that may provide 

temporary protection from deportation and work authorization to certain 

eligible individuals who came to the United States as children. DACA does 

not provide lawful permanent residence or citizenship by itself.

Current DACA Situation
At this time, USCIS generally continues processing DACA renewals for individuals who previously 

received DACA. Initial DACA applications remain subject to ongoing court decisions and government 

policies. Immigration policies may change over time.

General DACA Eligibility Requirements For Initial DACA 
General DACA eligibility historically included: 

• Arrival in the United States before age 16
• Continuous residence requirements

• Physical presence requirements

• Educational or military service requirements

• No certain serious criminal convictions Eligibility requirements should always be reviewed carefully.
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Common Forms Used for DACA
Form I-821D – Consideration of Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals, Main DACA request form. 

Form I-765 – Application for Employment Authorization Used 

to request a work permit. 

Form I-765WS – Worksheet Explains economic necessity for 

employment authorization.

• Monitor expiration dates carefully

• File renewal requests months before expiration

• Keep copies of prior approvals

• Verify current USCIS filing instructions Late renewals may affect
work authorization continuity.

Supporting Evidence Commonly Submitted
Examples of evidence may include: 
• Prior DACA approval notices

• Employment Authorization Document (EAD) copies

• Passport copies

• Identity documents

• Passport-style photos
USCIS instructions should always be reviewed for current evidence requirements.

Educational Requirement Examples For 
INITIAL DACA ONLY 
Applicants may historically qualify through:
• High school enrollment

• High school diploma

• GED completion

• Certain educational programs

• Military service in some situations

DACA Renewal Process
Many current recipients renew DACA before expiration. 
Applicants commonly: 



Approved DACA recipients may receive: 
• Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

• Ability to apply for a Social Security number in many situations

• Lawful work authorization during the approval period Work permits generally have expiration dates and

require renewal.

Travel and Advance Parole
Some DACA recipients may apply for Advance Parole for: 
• Humanitarian reasons
• Educational purposes

• Employment purposes Advance Parole approval does not guarantee reentry into the United States.

Advance Parole and Future AOS
Some DACA recipients later use lawful reentry through Advance Parole 

as part of a future Adjustment of Status process, depending on individual 

eligibility and immigration history.

Important Criminal History Considerations

Certain criminal issues may affect DACA eligibility. 

USCIS may review: 
• Felony convictions
• Significant misdemeanors

• Multiple misdemeanor convictions

• Public safety concerns Applicants with criminal history should strongly

consider consulting a qualified immigration attorney before filing.

Continuous Residence and Travel Concerns
Unauthorized travel outside the United States may affect DACA eligibility in some situations. 

Applicants commonly: 

• Keep records of residence history
• Save school and employment records

• Maintain copies of immigration documents

Biometrics Appointments
Many applicants receive biometrics appointments 
involving: 

• Fingerprinting
• Photograph collection
• Signature collection Applicants should attend all

scheduled appointments unless properly
rescheduled.

Work Authorization Information



Paper Filing Tips
Helpful reminders:
• Use the newest USCIS forms
• Sign all required forms

• Keep copies of everything submitted

• Mail with tracking whenever possible

• Review every form carefully before filing

Important Risks and Limitations
DACA is a discretionary policy and not a permanent immigration status. 

DACA may: 

• Be affected by court decisions

• Change through government policy

• Require future renewals Approval is not guaranteed.

General Filing Reminders
USCIS filing fees, addresses, and policies may change at any time. 

Always: 

• Verify filing fees directly through USCIS

• Confirm mailing addresses before shipping

• Use the latest USCIS form editions

• Use NEW Payment Forms G-1450 and G-1650 NO Money Orders/Checks

Online Filing TipS
● ALWAYS start with Form I-821D first
● Create your USCIS online account first
● Have all documents ready before starting
● Double-check name, A-number, DOB, and address
● Review all answers carefully before moving on
● Be careful with travel and legal history questions
● Upload clear PDF documents
● Save your progress often
● Complete I-765 and I-765WS after I-821D

● Review everything before submitting
● Download/save copies of your application and receipt notice
● Make sure payment goes through successfully
● Check USCIS updates before filing
● Use a good internet connection and avoid rushing

⚠ Most important tip: Start with I-821D FIRST, ALWAYS.

Mailing Address 

USCIS lockbox addresses may vary depending on 
the state where the applicant lives and whether the 
packet is mailed through USPS or courier services 
such as FedEx or UPS. Always verify the most 
updated filing address directly through USCIS 
before mailing the packet.



Important Reminder
DACA policies and court decisions may continue changing over time. Every immigration case is different. 
Applicants with complicated immigration histories, criminal records, or prior removal orders should strongly 
consider consulting with a licensed immigration attorney or accredited representative before filing.

Butterfly Dreamers and Their Families Support Network

Phone: 956-680-2535
Email: support@dreamerssupportnetwork.org 
Website: www.dreamerssupportnetwork.org

Community Education and Support
Butterfly Dreamers and Their Families Support Network is committed to supporting Dreamers and 
immigrant families through education, community guidance, and access to publicly available 
immigration information.
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