
This educational guide was created to help immigrant families better understand the Adjustment of Status 
(AOS) process for parents being petitioned by their United States citizen son or daughter who is at least 21 
years old.

Disclaimer: This guide is for educational purposes only. We are not attorneys and do not provide legal 
advice. Immigration laws, filing fees, and USCIS procedures may change at any time. Always verify 
information directly through USCIS or consult with a licensed immigration attorney or DOJ accredited 
representative if needed.

Who Can Petition a Parent?
A United States citizen who is at least 21 years old may generally petition certain parents for lawful 
permanent residence. The petitioner must: 

• Be a U.S. citizen
• Be at least 21 years old

• Prove the qualifying parent-child relationship/ Step Parent

What is Adjustment of Status (AOS)?
Adjustment of Status allows eligible immigrants already physically present in the United States to apply for 
a green card without leaving the country. Parents of U.S. citizens are considered immediate relatives under 
immigration law. Immediate relatives usually do not need to wait for a visa number to become available.

Basic Eligibility Requirements
General eligibility requirements may include: • Physical presence inside the United States

• Lawful admission or parole into the country

• Admissibility under immigration law

• Proper filing of required forms and supporting evidence Some immediate relatives may still qualify for

Adjustment of Status after certain visa overstays, depending on the case.
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Important Immigration Records to Review
Before filing, many families choose to review immigration history records such as: 

• I-94 travel history
• USCIS records

• CBP entry history

• Immigration court records if applicable

• Prior immigration filings

• Criminal disposition records if any arrests occurred Reviewing records may help identify possible issues 
before filing.

Required Forms for Parent AOS Cases
Form I-130 – Petition for Alien Relative

Filed by the U.S. citizen child. 

Form I-485 – Application to Register Permanent Residence  

Form I-864 – Affidavit of Support

Financial sponsorship form. 

Form I-693 – Medical Examination and Vaccination Record

Completed by a USCIS-authorized civil surgeon.

Optional Forms
Form I-765 – Employment Authorization

Allows applicants to request a work permit while the case is pending. 

Form I-131 – Travel Document /Advance Parole

May allow travel outside the United States while the Adjustment of Status application remains pending.

Important Supporting Evidence
Examples of evidence commonly included: 

• Parent’s birth certificate/ with Certified Translation 
• Child’s birth certificate showing parent relationship

• U.S. citizen child’s proof of citizenship

• Passport-style photos
• I-94 records

• Entry documents

• Marriage Certificate To Prove Step Parent Married Before 18yr old/showing 
parent relationship 



Proof of U.S. Citizenship
The U.S. citizen child may commonly provide: 

• U.S. birth certificate
• U.S. passport

• Naturalization certificate

• Certificate of citizenship

Proof of Lawful Entry
Many Adjustment of Status cases require proof that the 

parent was lawfully admitted or paroled into the United 

States. Examples may include:

• Visa entry stamp
• I-94 admission record

• Advance Parole documents

• Parole in Place documentation Not every parent may 

qualify for Adjustment of Status depending on how they 

entered the country and other immigration history 

factors.

Financial Sponsorship Requirements
The U.S. citizen child generally must submit Form I-864 Affidavit 

of Support. Supporting evidence may include: 

• IRS tax transcripts
• W-2s or 1099s

• Pay stubs

• Employment verification letter Some cases may require a joint 

sponsor if income requirements are not met.

Medical Examination Information
Form I-693 must generally be completed by a USCIS-authorized 

civil surgeon. Important reminders: 

• Bring vaccination records if available
• Fees vary by clinic

• Do not open sealed medical packets unless instructed otherwise



Cover Letter and Packet Organization
Many applicants include a cover letter to organize the packet clearly. 

Helpful organization tips: 
• Use tabs or dividers
• Keep forms in logical order

• Label supporting evidence clearly

• Keep copies of everything submitted

• Mail with tracking whenever possible

Interview Information
Some parent Adjustment of Status cases may require an interview. 

USCIS may ask questions regarding: 
• Family relationship
• Immigration history

• Entry information

• Financial sponsorship information Applicants should review their forms before attending any interview.

Important Reminders
Every immigration case is unique. 
Applicants with: 
• Immigration court history
• Criminal history

• Prior deportation orders

• Fraud or misrepresentation concerns

• Unlawful presence issues should strongly consider consulting with a licensed immigration attorney or 
accredited representative before filing.

Mailing Addresses
USCIS lockbox addresses may vary depending on the state where the applicant lives and whether the 
packet is mailed through USPS or courier services such as FedEx or UPS. Always verify the most 
updated filing address directly through USCIS before mailing the packet.



General Filing Reminder
USCIS filing fees, addresses, and forms may change at any time. Always: 

• Verify current USCIS filing fees
• Confirm mailing addresses directly through USCIS

• Use the newest edition of forms from USCIS.gov

Butterfly Dreamers and Their Families Support Network

Phone: 956-680-2535
Email: support@dreamerssupportnetwork.org Website: 

www.dreamerssupportnetwork.org

Community Education and Support

Butterfly Dreamers and Their Families Support Network is 
committed to supporting immigrant families through education, 

community guidance, and access to publicly available immigration 
information.




