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Tirst Onday oper S entecost
U haintss Ghunclay

Today we commemorate: The Holy Prophet Elissens (Elisha); Methodius the Confessor,
patriarch of Constantinople; 1 enerable Niphon of Athos; Cyril, bishop of Crete.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst
submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou
art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE FOUR

Thy Church, O Christ God, hath regaled herself in the blood of Thy Martyrs
throughout the entire world, as in porphyry and purple. Through them she
lifteth her voice crying: Turn with Thy compassion toward Thy people, and
grant peace to Thy city, and to our souls the Great Mercy.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE EIGHT

(**The original melody**)

As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of created things, * the world pre-
senteth the God-bearing martyred Saints in off ring unto Thee, O Lord. *
Through their earnest entreaties, * keep Thy Church in deep peace and divine
tranquility, * through the pure Theotokos, O Thou Who art greatly merciful.



THE EPISTLE

God s wonderful among His saints. Bless God in the congregations.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:33-12:2)

BRETHREN,; all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced jus-
tice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again

to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted,
they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering
over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these,
though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since
God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not
be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the
pioneer and perfection of our faith.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthen.
(10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30)

THE LORD said to His disciples, “Everyone who acknowledges Me before
men, I also will acknowledge before my Father Who is in heaven; but whoever
denies Me before men, I also will deny before My Father Who is in heaven. He
who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who does not
take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.” Then Peter said in reply,
“Lo, we have left everything and followed Thee. What then shall we have?”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the New World, when the Son of
Man shall sit on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also sit on

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands,
tor My Name’s sake, will receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life. But
many that are first will be last, and the last first.”

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF ALL SAINTS
IN TONE EIGHT
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is meet for the upright. Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL

Holy Bread
The Holy Bread is offered before the Altar of God:

For Good Health, Well Being and Blessings
Archbishop Paul Yazigi, Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim; Metropolitan Joseph;
Haitham, Ekhlas, Mark and Matthew Zaiter and the entire Zaiter Families;
George and Angele Dergham; Georges and Kater Daher; Fay, Lisa and Dawn
Moses; Abed and Jaklin Makhoul; Elias, Sabah Makhoul; Bill, Maryann, Bowie
Lohr; George and Mary Makdesi; Hala Sabbagh; George and Jesse Nakhoul;
Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family; Georges Bitar and Fami-
ly; Mona, Wail, Heather, Mitchell, Mallory, Abeer, Elyssa and Eyanne; Albert,
Shadia, Christian, Michael and Alexia Bitar; Afeef and Naify Hanna.

In Loving Memory

Metropolitan Philip; Biship Antoun, Fr. George Khouli; Fadel, Najla, Rabah,
Georges Zaiter, and all departed in Zaiter Families; Ibrahim, Resmeh, Nawal,
Janet, George; Georges Daher; David Moses; Thomas Makhoul; Michael Awad;
Steven Makdesi; Jamileh Abboud; Hanna, George, Samar Daher; Rahmeh,
Wajih Hanna; Alfred Hanna; Michael and Badih Bitar; Bassam, Khalil, Nizha
Bitar.



Special donations to the Church

We acknowledge families and friends who have honored dear ones with

monetary gifts given in the spirit of loving kindness.

$ Haitham and Ekhlas Zaiter for the good health of Haitham, Ekhlas, Mark

and Matthew Zaiter and the entire Zaiter Families; in loving memory of Fr.

George Khouli; Fadel, Najla, Rabah, Georges Zaiter, and all departed in the

Zaiter Families; Ibrahim, Resmeh, Nawal, Janet, George.

Angele Dergham for the good health of George Dergham.

Georges and Kater Daher in loving memory of Georges Daher.

Abed and Jaklin Makhoul in loving memory of Thomas Makhoul; Michael

Awad; for good health of Elias, Sabah Makhoul; Bill; Maryann, Bowie Lohr.

$ George and Mary Makdesi in loving memory of Steven Makdesi.

$ Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family for the good health of
Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family; in loving memory of
Jamileh Abboud; Hanna, George, Samar Daher; Rahmeh, Wajih Hanna.

$ 'The Bitar Family for the good health of Mona, Wail, Heather, Mitchell,
Mallory, Abeer, Elyssa and Eyanne; Albert, Shadia, Christian, Michael and
Alexia Bitar; in loving memory of Michael and Badih Bitar.

$ Georges Bitar and Family in loving memory of Bassam, Khalil, Nizha Bitar;
Elias Saba.

$ Afeef and Naify Hanna to the Church in loving memory of Alfred Hanna.
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Thought for the day
“For me, the only way to truly be an American is to be Orthodox. For only

through the power of the Holy Spirit can we truly be one people.”
+ His Eminence, Metropolitan [OSEPH

“We are not asked merely to call ourselves Christians; we are asked to be

Christians through our deeds.”
St. Ignatins of Antioch

“You cannot show a kindness too soon, because you never know how soon it
will be too late.” Unknown

Eternal Candle Sponsor
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
i Miees

Sponsor the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle

Looking for a tnagible way to remember a departed loved one or pray for the good
health of a friend or relative, or recognize a special occasion? Consider a one-week
sponsorship of the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle that will burn continuously in
the House of God asking Him to make your prayers acceptable to his holy Majesty, that
His love, mercy and peace will surround and sustain those whom you are praying for in

this life and the life to come.
» The sponsor’s name and who is to be mentioned and prayed for will also be
printed in this bulletin for the week selected.
« Adonation of $10 or more per week should accompany sponsor’s request.
* Please see our website at www.stgeorgeallentown.com to sponsor a week or call
the church office weekdays at (610) 439-1232.

Read the June/Summer Edition of The Word Online
The June edition of The Word magazine is available online, and contains the
following articles:
* Getting the Church Back to Full-Time Work
by Bishop JOHN
* A Quarantine Opportunity: The Way of the Warrior Saint
by Fr. Chris Salamy
* Orthodox Chaplaincy at the Front Lines: Christ is in our Midst!
by Sarah Byrne-Martelli and Fr. Adrian Budica
* Healing, Health, and Holiness
by Bishop Anthony
* Information about the Antiochian House of Studies,
Archdiocesan news, articles by Gregory Abdalah, D.Min....and more!



Within the Church

We wish God’s blessings to our parishioners and friends of St. George Church
on their special day. Please keep your church office informed of birthdays, anni-
versaries and special family events (610) 439-1232. Best wishes for a wonderful

Birthday/Anniversary and a year filled with good health and happiness.

Happy Birthday

6/14
6/15

6/16
6/17

6/18

6/19

Janice Barker

Fr. Joseph Landino
Labiby Joseph
Moin Karam
Mark Youwakim
Anthony Samaan
Mark Dergham
John Yurconic
Samira Sabbagh
Marcus Monef
George Issa

Lodi Deeb

Joann Awad
Ghaith Mrich
Frederick Aboafash
Myrna Khalouf
Ghassan Alshami
Johnny Almocherki

6/19 Adrianaa Tabchi
Dominic Tabchi

6/20 George Daoud
Reda Khoury
Simon Alzaghtiti

Happy Anniversary

6/14/81 Peter & Suzanna Zoudeh
6/14/08 Joseph & Randa Atiyeh
6/14/97 Joseph & Georgina Samaan
6/16/12 Munhel & Buthania Makhoul
6/17/95 Tony & Janel Hanna
6/18/11 Bassam & Lubna Zamlout
6/18/16 Shadi & Lorraine Zaiter
6/20/93 Dabbah & Suzanne Kassis
6/20/04 Tony & Laurie Salloum
6/20/09 Frank & Amanda Borelli

THE FEAST OF ALL
THE SAINTS

The first Sunday after Pentecost
is dedicated to the commemoration
of all the saints. [The feast of the
first Sunday after Pentecost began
being celebrated in Antioch during
the fourth century. To begin with, it
was a feast of all the martyrs, then
other saints were gradually added.
We have a sermon of St Ephraim’s
which dates from 373,and asermon
of St John Chrysostom’s, dating
from 407, in honor of this feast.]
Sanctity is the work of the Holy
Spirit; all Christian holiness is a
fruitof Pentecost. There is therefore
alogical link between today’s feast
and that of last Sunday.

One must not think of saint-
hood as an “extraordinary” state,
nor identify it with extraordinary
ascetic exploits or rare mystical
graces. There are indeed superior
— heroic — degrees of saintliness,
but in the sense given in the New
Testament, saintliness is simply
the state of a soul united to God
through the operation of the Holy
Spirit. This state of union exists in
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every Christian whom sin has not
separated from God. Saintliness
is therefore a normal state for a
Christian,and the call to saintliness
is addressed to all.

At the liturgy a portion of the
epistletothe Hebrews (11:33-12:2)
is read which evokes the sufferings
of the ‘cloud of witnesses’, that is
to say the prophets, the martyrs, the
righteous, those who were stoned,



put to the sword, or tortured, ‘of
whom the world was not worthy’.
Weknow this passage well, for the
Church has already given it to us
to hear twice during the liturgical
year: first on the Sunday before
Christmas,then on the first Sunday
of Great Lent. It seems that the
Church, in calling our attention
to this text before the Nativity,
before Easter, and immediately
after Pentecost, wants to empha-
size that we draw near to these
great mysteries ‘catholicity’, sur-
rounded by the saints and helped
by their prayers; she wishes above
all to tell us that saintliness is not
an abnormal or exceptional state:
that,on the contrary itis the normal
flowering of every Christian life.
The call to holiness is addressed
to each one of us.

The gospel for the liturgy (Matt.
10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30) is a
selection of the sayings of Our
Lord which relate to the actual
conditions of holiness: ‘He who
loves father or mother more than
me is not worthy of me .... And he
who does not take his cross, and
follow me, is not worthy of me

....Everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or children or lands, for
my name’s sake, will receive a
hundredfold and inherit eternal
life’. Once again, our Lord brings
us into the presence of his Cross
and the personal renunciations that
it involves. There is, however, a
great difference between the way
we read these words today and the
way we read them (or similar texts)
during the preceding months: read
after Pentecost, this invitation to
sacrifice is now clothed in fire, in
the light and power of the Holy
Spirit. The apostles did not really
follow their master on his painful
road until after the coming of the
Paraclete; the saints, whose collec-
tive feast we celebrate today, only
carried the cross when they were
under the inspiration of the Spirit.
The cross that Jesus sets before
our eyes, on this first Sunday after
Pentecost, is a cross of fire — the
fire of the Spirit descending on the
disciples
From The Year of Grace of the Lord. A Monk

of the Eastern Church. St. Vladimir’s Seminary
Press. Crestwood, NY. 1980.

0.1.8.0.., 2 Lakeshore Boulevard, Grand Isle, VT 05458-0035
Phone: (802) 372-4361, Fax (802) 372-5986, email: oida@aol.com
Go Forth...and teach all nations. (Matthew 28:19)

JUNE [4 - ST MeTHODIUS, PATRIARCH OF

Born in the city of Syra-
cuse in Sicily, he became
a monk on completing his
seculareducationand gave
himself to the ascetic life
in a monastery. Patriarch
Nicephorus took him into
his own service. During
the time of the icono-
clast Emperors, he was
renowned on all sides as
a staunch defender of the
veneration of icons. For
this reason, the wicked

Emperor Theophilus ex- -

iled him to an island,
where he spent seven
whole yearsin prison with
two common robbers, in
damp conditions, without
lightand without sufficient
food, asifina grave. Dur-
ing the reign of the devout
Empress Theodoraand her
son Michael, he was set at
liberty and chosen as Pa-
triarch, fulfilling an earlier
prophecy of St. Joannicius
the Great. During the first
week of the Great Fast,
Methodius solemnly car-

CONSTANTINOPLE

ried the iconsintothe churchand
wrote a Canon in their honor.
Unable to get the better of him
in any way, the vile heretics
hired a woman to declare that
the Patriarch had had physical
relations with her. The whole
of Constantinople was aghast at
this slander. Not knowing how
to prove his innocence in any
other way, the Patriarch over-
came his embarrassment and
presented himself naked before
the court, voluntarily showing
them his body all withered and
debilitated from fasting. The
court was clearly persuaded that
the Patriarch had been slandered.
The people rejoiced at hearing
this and the heretics were put
to shame. Then the woman her-
self admitted that she had been
persuaded and bribed to slander
God’s saint, and thus those who
sought to bring shame on Metho-
dius unwittingly increased his
fame. This great confessor of the
Faithdied peacefullyin847,and

went to the Kingdom of God.
From The Prologue from Ochrid. Bishop
Nikolai Velimirovic. Lazarica Press.
Birmingham, B30 1QE England

©0.1.8.0.., 2 Lakeshore Boulevard, Grand Isle, VT 05458-0035
Phone: (802) 372-4361, Fax (802) 372-5986, email: oida@aol.com
Go Forth...and teach all nations. (Matthew 28:19)
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