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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Verse: Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His
praises.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Verse: Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee,
and sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Verse: May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face
to shine upon us, and have mercy upon us.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Verse: That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all na-
tions; let the people give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks
to Thee. (Refrain)

Verse: May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...



THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Verse: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate
Him flee from before His face.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and
upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!

Verse: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. (Re-
train)

Verse: So let sinners perish before the face of God, and let the righteous be
glad. (Refrain)

Verse: This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
(Refrain)

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save
us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

* Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascend-
ing the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious
Resurrection.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou
destroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to
the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O
Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

THE EPISTLE

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)

IN THOSE DAYS, as we Apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much
gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, “These men are servants
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this
she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit,
“I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”” And it came
out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the
rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, “These
men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it
is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attack-
ing them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they
threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received
this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the
stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immedi-
ately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. When
the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul
and Silas, and brought them out and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?”
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them
up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his house-
hold that he had believed in God.



THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Jobn. (9:1-38)

AT THAT TIME, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from his birth.
And His Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or
his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must
work the works of Him Who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As
He said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed
the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
[which means Sent|. So he went and washed and came back seeing, The neigh-
bors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man
who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is like
him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received
my sight.”” They said to him, “Where is He?”” He said, “I do not know.” They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on
my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
trom God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?”” There was a division among them. So they
again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know
that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will
speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he was
to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask

him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said
to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered,
“Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He
open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His
disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are dis-
ciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a
marvell You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they
had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son
of Godr” He answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus
said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said,
“Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped Him.

MEGALYNARION FOR PASCHA IN TONE ONE

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and again
I say, rejoice; for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon thee;
dance now and be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, in the
arising of Him Whom thou didst bear.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA
IN TONE EIGHT
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.

* Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” once.

THE DISMISSAL



Holy Bread
The Holy Bread is offered before the Altar of God:

For Good Health, Well Being and Blessings
Archbishop Paul Yazigi and Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim; Metropolitan
Joseph; Fay, Lisa and Dawn Moses; Abed and Jaklin Makhoul; Elias, Sabah
Makhoul; Bill, Maryann, Bowie Lohr; George and Mary Makdesi; Hala Sab-
bagh; George and Jesse Nakkoul; Badiha Daher; Nick and Aida Daher; Faisal
and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family; Georges Bitar and Family; Mona,
Wail, Heather, Mitchell, Mallory, Abeer, Elyssa and Eyanne; Albert, Shadia,
Christian, Michael and Alexia Bitar; The Saba Family; Afeef and Naify Hanna.

In Loving Memory

Metropolitan Philip; Bishop Antoun; Father George; David Moses; Thomas
Makhoul; Michael Awad; Steven Makdesi; Jamileh Abboud, Hanna, George,
Samar Daher; Rahmeh, Wajih Hanna; Alfred Hanna; Michael and Badih Bitar;
Bassam, Khalil, Nizha Bitar.

Eternal Candle Sponsor

% %w and @2{0{/}& %@d

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

@2&[4/ %&5

Sponsor the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle
Looking for a tnagible way to remember a departed loved one or pray for the good
health of a friend or relative, or recognize a special occasion? Consider a one-week
sponsorship of the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle that will burn continuously in
the House of God asking Him to make your prayers acceptable to his holy Majesty, that
His love, mercy and peace will surround and sustain those whom you are praying for in
this life and the life to come.
» The sponsor’s name and who is to be mentioned and prayed for will also be
printed in this bulletin for the week selected.
« Adonation of $10 or more per week should accompany sponsor’s request.
* Please see our website at www.stgeorgeallentown.com to sponsor a week or call
the church office weekdays at (610) 439-1232.

Homeless Dinner Sponsors

We thank the following for sponsoring a Homeless Dinner.
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Homeless dinners are offered to the poor in our community at the Salvation Army
in Allentown and served by our Teen SOYO members. Contributions are always
welcome. For more information, please contact Naife Khalouf, coordinator, at
(610) 432-6101.

Thought for the day

“Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the This
Diocese IS a family, more than anything else. We are a family born of the water
and the Spirit. Through Baptism and Chrismation, we receive the Gift of the

Holy Spirit that unites us all beyond the power of human blood.”
+ His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH

Special announcement during coronavirus epidemic

e All Liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers and chanters.
(No liturgical service can total more than 10 persons)

* This protects our church as we comply with directives from the Archdiocese.



Special donations to the Church
We acknowledge families and friends who have honored dear ones with
monetary gifts given in the spirit of loving kindness.

$

$
$

Abed and Jaklin Makhoul in loving memory of Thomas Makhoul; Michael
Awad; for good health of Elias, Sabah Makhoul; Bill; Maryann, Bowie Lohr.
George and Mary Makdesi in loving memory of Steven Makdesi.

Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family for the good health of
Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family; in loving memory of
Jamileh Abboud; Hanna, George, Samar Daher; Rahmeh, Wajih Hanna.

The Bitar Family for the good health of Mona, Wail, Heather, Mitchell,
Mallory, Abeer, Elyssa and Eyanne; Albert, Shadia, Christian, Michael and
Alexia Bitar; in loving memory of Michael and Badih Bitar.

Georges Bitar and Family in loving memory of Bassam, Khalil, Nizha Bitar;
Elias Saba.

Afeef and Naify Hanna to the Church in loving memory of Alfred Hanna.

Sixth Sunday after Easter

“LICTER EXPEDI VIRGAS
AND VERBERA”

“He rejoiced, and so did all his family, that He had become a
believer in God” (Acts 16:16-34).

Dear brethren, in order to fully understand today’s epistle reading,
we should explain the whole chapter as well as the historical back-
ground. St. Paul was in Troas. The city was very famous from
Homer’s era. Troas was the end of the East and beginning of the
West. Two different worlds were united there: the world of Asia and
the world/of Europe. Alexander the Great, the young King of Mace-
donia, brought through Troas the gifts of Europe, the Greek lan-
guage and philosophy to the East, as far as India. When he arrived
in Troas, he came forth from his ship in full armor and offered a
sacrifice to his hero Achilles. It is said that Caesar of Rome wanted
to transfer the Empire’s capital from Rome to Troas in order for
the capital to be the link of the two worlds.

So our hero, St. Paul, was in Troas with his two disciples, Silas

and Timothy. There he met Luke for the first time. He was think-
ing of where to go; to the seacoast of Asia Minor or to Bithynia;
but whereas man cannot give an answer, the Spirit of God provides
one in his manner and dissolves the doubts. During the night a
vision appeared to Paul. The vision was of a man from Macedonia,
standing there pleading with him. “Come over into Macedonia
and help us,” the man said. The explanation of the vision was given
by the Apostle. “For we concluded that God had called us to tell
them the Good News.” “Come Over” to help us, is sound to our
ears, of the voices of many people from the many corners of the
earth. The people are asking for help, they ask for the Good News.

The day Paul left Troas for Philippi was a great day in the history
of mankind. Why? Because for the first time the Christian sermon
was being extended beyond the borders of the East. Until then the
sermon was preached mostly in the synagogues. Now the sermon
would be preached to the philosophers of Athens.

The first city Paul came to was Philippi. This famous city’s
original name was Krenidae, due to the many curing fountains which
were there. But Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, en-
larged the city both militarily and economically. For this reason he
gave the city his name, a popular custom of the ancient world.
There was no synagogue because of the few Jews living there, but
there were enough to permit the formation of a council. Even though
the Jews had no synagogue, they had an enclosed place of prayer,
probably a fenced grove called a “proseuche.” There Paul erected
his pulpit “and began to talk to the women who had come to the
meeting.” The first person who believed in Paul’s sermon was a
rich lady from Thyatira, a merchant in expensive purple, named
Lydia. Behold what the great theologian and Paulologist says about
the Christian women. “The women were the last ones to remain by
the Cross, and they were the first at the empty tomb. The gospels
have a sad story of hypocrisy, hatred, persecution, calumny, treason
and cowardly flight to tell, but these things are never told about
women. The men are in the spotlight as the heralds of the Gospel,
as the great missioners and the representatives of religion. But where
would Christianity be today without the christian woman in her
role as mother, wife, sister, and the dispenser of charity in a thousand
different kinds of misery?

The second step of St. Paul was to heal an unfortunate slave
from an evil spirit. She was said to have a pythonic spirit, or she
was a “pythia,” one of the oracles that was under the protection of
Apollo, who was the god of divination. We can compare her to
today’s fortune tellers who predict many things, and some of them



can come true. As we have said before, Satan uses them to complete
his plans. “There is nothing surprising about that; Satan himself
masquerades as an angel of Light” (II Cor. 11:14). But there exists
one difference between today’s fortune tellers and that slave. While
those of today are rich and keep the money they gain from that
profession for themselves, that unfortunate slave was a source of
income for her masters. She was very poor, having one pair of
slippers and a cheap cloth to cover her nakedness, with which she
was satisfied. She had duties without any rights. How many such
slaves exist all over the world who await the sermon of Paul?
The curing action of St. Paul: “In the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, I order you to come out of her,” provoked the wrath of her
master. They seized Paul and Silas and forcibly led them to the
city square before the town officials. The apostles were arrested. The
judges did not ask much about their status, but sentenced them
summarily to be “beaten with rods.” Lector, Expedi Virgas, ad
Verbera (untie the rods, flog the prisoners). Wounded and bleeding,
in pain and affliction, they were thrown in jail. And we continuously
complain about our old model car, about our old furniture, and
because our church’s carpet is not wall to wall.

Paul was bound in prison, but free in Christ. Here is the real
freedom; to be in jail, and to feel free in Christ. “About midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God. The prisoners
listened to them.” This may have been their prayer:

“When the Lord brought back the captivity of Sion, We became like
men comforted. Then was our mouth filled with gladness: And our
tongues with joy. Then shall they say among the Gentiles, The Lord
hath done great things for them (Psalm 125:1).

A great earthquake occurred after the prayer. Sometimes God
makes a storm His messenger, or an angel, or fire; but this night an
earthquake was the herald of His will. The prison was dissolved.
The doors were opened. The chains fell from the apostles’ hands.
The guard of the prison was ready to commit suicide, but Paul
stopped him saying, “Don’t injure yourself, we are all here.” The
jailer understood that this sign was great and beyond the limits of
rational reasoning and natural laws. He asked advice for his salva-
tion, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Only the hardened and
the corrupted see the signs of God and refuse to comprehend them
and refuse to come to realize themselves and to repent. The answer
Paul gave him is the same one he gives us, “Commit yourself to the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you and your family will be saved.” Salva-
tion is not a matter of time, but is the internal intention of the man.

Salvation is already “prepared” and awaits any man. Before his
baptism the jailer washed the wounds of the apostles. He was then
baptized with his family and afterwards provided the apostles with
a good meal. “And the whole family rejoiced.” The door of salva-
tion remains open. O man, what do you expect?

Within the Church
We wish God’s blessings to our parishioners and friends of St. George Church
on their special day. Please keep your church office informed of birthdays, anni-
versaries and special family events (610) 439-1232. Best wishes for a wonderful
Birthday/Anniversary and a year filled with good health and happiness.

Happy Birthday

5/24

5125

5126

5127

5/28

5129
5/30

Christian Botros
Tina Dalessandro
Amanda Awad
Manwella Dergham
Majed Dergham
Sami Rabih
George Khouli
Albert Charlie Jr.
Richard Carlson
Alayna Issa
Nesreen Hanna
Nadia Daher
Suzan Khannoura

Happy Anniversary

5/24/86  Tami & Nicola Skaf
5/24/08  Michael & Vivian Kaplan
5/25/05  Joseph & Dana Mauro
5/25/13  Assy & Raymonda Yacoub
5/26/01  George & Kimberlyh Jarrah
5127178  George & Kathy Nassoor
5/28/95  Victor & Fairouz Koury
5/28/05  Ziad & Catherine Hanna
5/28/06  Albert & Shadia Bitar
5/28/17  Neph & Resam Andujar
5/30/09  George & Antoinette Saliby
5/30/09  Feras & Jehane Saadeh



SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and You Will
Be Saved”

were arrested and chained in prison. They
kept right on praying and singing hymns to

Today’s Epistle tells us the
story of Paul and Silas in the
city of Philippi, in Macedonia.
Itisanaccount that has several
important lessons for us.

First, let us note that Paul
would not accept the advertis-
ing that was offered by the
spirit of divination possessing
the slave girl who followed
after him and Silas calling out:
“These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim
toyouthe way of salvation”. He
castthe spiritoutof the woman,
for although the message was
correct, the source was wrong.
He would notallow the Gospel
to be compromised by associa-
tion with occultism.

God, drawing the attention of
the jailer, who seems to have
been quite impressed by this
unusual behaviour on the part
of his prisoners. When the
fortuitous earthquake broke the
chains and opened the prison
doors, we note that the two
Servants of God did not rush
out to claim their freedom, but
instead showed concern for the
jailer who, like a good Roman
soldier was boundto give up his
life, having lost the prisoners
which the state had placed in
his charge.

This concern, following
the extraordinary example of
faith the jailer had witnessed,
brought him right to the point

This is a message that is
well pondered upon in these
days when so many people are
consulting astrologers, mediums and diviners
instead of putting their trust in the One Living
God, who has created everythingand who holds
everything in His hands. We need to separate
ourselves from these things which do not
bring people to God, but rather draw them to
philosophies, movements, groups and people
whose version of the Gospel is quite different
from that proclaimed by our Lord Jesus and
His Apostles.

Second, let us note the faith that Paul and
Silas had in the Lord’s provision when they

of conversion to the Lord,
who inspired such actions and
attitudes on the part of His Ser-
vants. He fell down on his knees before Paul and
Silas and asked with trembling voice: “Men,
what mustIdotobe saved?” The answer came
right away, with great conviction: “Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household™.

Let us further note that salvation was a gift
offered not only to an individual, but rather to
a whole group - the jailer and his household.

This meant his family and servants. Are we
blessed by the faith and trust we have found in

God? Then let us prayerfully claim and offer
prayerfully this wonderful gift to our family
and friends. Yes, it is theirs as well, because
of the faith we have been given. It is wrong to
force it upon people, but the Holy Spirit will
give us the grace, the wisdom and the means
to help our people receive the gift in His own
good time.

Let us also note the certainty that Paul’s and
Silas’ words convey. They do not say: “You
may be saved” or “If you do certain things then
you ought to be saved”. They say “You will
be saved”. God loves us - He truly does. He
does not want us to remain in ignorance about
the way to salvation. He wants us to be secure
in the knowledge that faith in Jesus Christ
will bring about oursalvation, no matter if our
experience of our fallings and failings tends
to make us feel that we are no nearer salvation
than when we first decided to put our trust in
Christ. God wants us to know that. He loves
us and is bringing us to salvation.

May this knowledge bring us joy and encour-
agement to keep on following the Lord each
and every day of our lives.

Commentary by Very Reverend Dr. Thor G.

Kutash, Montreal, Quebec.

PEACE

When the Lord said to the apostles, ‘My peace
I give unto you’, He added ‘not as the world
gives’ (John 14:27).

He did not, that is to say, give peace in a simple,
conventional manner, as people do when they
greet one another with the words ‘Peace to you’,
or as the Shunammite woman did when she said
‘Peace be with you’ (cf, 2 Kgs. 4:23.1.XX). Nor
did Christ mean the peace that Elisha had in mind
when he told Gehazi to say to the Shunammite,

‘Is there peace with you?’ (cf. 2 Kgs. 4:26. LXX)
In other words, is there peace with your husband,
is there peace with your son? No, Christ’s peace
is the peace which transcends every intellect (cf.
Phil. 4:7), and which God gives to those who love
Him with all their soul, because of the dangers
and battles they have been through. In the same
spirit the Lord also said, ‘In Me you have peace’,
and added, ‘In the world you will experience af-
fliction; but have courage, for I have overcome
the world’ (John 16:33). By this He meant that
though a person may experience many afflictions
and dangers at the hands of demons and other
men, these will be as nothing if he possesses the
Lord’s peace.

Again He said, ‘Be at peace with one another’
(Mark 9:50). The Lord said all these things to
them in advance because they were going to fight
and suffer for His sake. In a similar way each of
us faithful is attacked and led astray by the pas-
sions; but if he is at peace with God and with his
neighbour he overcomes themall. These passions
are the ‘world’ which StJohn the Theologian told
us to hate (cf. 1 John 2:15), meaning that we are
to hate, not God’s creatures, but worldly desires.
The soul is at peace with God when it is at peace
with itself and has become wholly deiform. It is
alsoat peace with God when it is at peace with all
men, evenif itsuffers terrible things at their hands.
Because of its forbearance it is not perturbed, but
bears all things (cf. 1 Cor. 13:7), wishes good to
all, loves all, both for God’s sake and for the sake
of their own nature. It grieves for unbelievers
because they are destroying themselves, as our
Lord and the apostles grieved for them. It prays
for the faithful and labours on their behalf, and
in this way its own thoughts are filled with peace
and it lives in a state of noetic contemplation and
pure prayer to God. To Him be glory through all

the ages. Amen.
AN OFFERING FROM <THE PHILOKALIA>
VOL. 3
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Go Forth...and teach all nations. (Matthew 28:19)
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