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Celebrations:

Warner Robins

Date: Saturday, June 28.

Activities: Food trucks — more than 20, face painting,
balloon animals and a host of other happenings. Music
by Sheila E. and Reputation: A Tribute to the Music of
Taylor Swift. Plus, music from Macon local, AJ The DJ
Entertainment, kicking off the pre-concert festivities. The
grand finale will feature a “spectacular” fireworks display.
Gates open at 6 p.m.

Centerville

Date: Friday, June 27, 6-10 p.m., in Center Park (103 East
Church St.)

Activities: Food trucks, yard games, CM Music Factory
spinning the hits, live music by A2Z and a fireworks show
over Center Park to finish off the evening. Free admission
and parking.

Perry

Date: Friday, July 4 from 7-10 p.m. in historic downtown.

Activities: Food trucks, entertainment, games and activi-
ties for all ages, capped off by fireworks.

Here are some tips - courtesy of OSHA - to keep you and
your family safe this holiday weekend;

B Secure firework facilities

B Be aware of your surroundings - keep exits accessible
and free of debris

B Know emergency procedures

B Note the location of fire extinguisher and how to
operate

B Always keep fireworks in view

B Dispose of fireworks properly

B Remove loose powder quickly

B Do not smoke around fireworks (50ft)

The need has never been greater!
Visit Join.afge.org

or Join.afge.org/L0987
or local987.com to sign up today!

Proud to make America work

Juneteenth celebration

By DON MONCRIEF
Editor, The Union Advocate
don.moncrief@afgelocal987.org

“Just remember. This time is unity in the
community.” So said Dr. Antuanette Davis, CEO
of Obsidian Hope, in her short opening to the
Juneteenth celebration held June 19 at the North
Houston Sports Complex. This, with Obsidian
and the City of Warner Robins being the spon-
sors, marked the fourth year of the event. It fea-
tured more than 60 vendors, 11 food trucks and
was attended by hundreds.

Perhaps the pastor who opened the event
“prayed” its heart the best: “Thank you God
because yesterday’s troubles are not today’s sor-
rows. Thank you God because we do not have to
continue to be separate and enslaved as we once

were. Not just by law, but even in our minds.

“So forgive us now of our sins and bless us as
we forgive those who sin against us. Bless this
time as we gather and celebrate as a community,
to reflect and then to speak forward into the world
how freedom must continue to speak up from
every mountaintop and from every low place.
Freedom must continue to speak up because
there are people who can’t speak for themselves.
Freedom must continue to speak up and we can
do that God by the way you empower us and
increase our understanding of what we must do.

“Even in difficult days when there are voices
rising against freedom we must continue to speak
up because we are free and free indeed. Because
your Word declares: who you have set free is
truly free indeed.”

More photos page 6
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One June 19th we com-
memorated a pivotal moment
in American history. This
date in 1865 marked the
announcement of the aboli-
tion of slavery in the state of
Texas and more broadly, the
emancipation of enslaved
Black Americans through-
out the Confederate South.
Juneteenth, as it has come to
be known, is a day of joy and
celebration, but also of reflec-
tion and remembrance. It is
a time to honor the strength,
resilience, and contributions of
Black Americans. This is a time
to reaffirm our commitment to
fight against systematic injus-
tices that still persist.

As a union, AFGE has always
been on the forefront of advo-
cating for equality and fair-
ness. We believe in the dignity
and worth of every worker.

Let’s remember that the
fight for civil rights and work-
ers’ rights are interconnected.
Let’s celebrate the progress
we’ve made, but also be mind-
ful of the work still ahead of
us. Let’s honor the legacy of
those who came before us by
continuing to stand up for
equality and justice, not just in
our workplace, but in our com-
munities across the nation.

In Solidarity,

- Everett Kelley, AFGE National

President

- Eric Bunn, Sr., AFGE National

Secretary-Treasurer

- Kendrick Roberson, AFGE
NVP for Women and Fair
Practices

—)

Hundreds attend ‘No Kings Day’ event

crowd or lower their chants.

Notice:

Per AFGE Local 987 administration officials: If you have
received any communication from the AFGE National
office - letter, text, email - about your membership sta-
tus and you currently pay your dues via Direct Dues,
E-Dues or for WG employees, payroll deductions, you
do not have any reason to fear or have concern about
the status of your membership. As explained by Local
987 Trustee/Treasurer Jeanette McElhaney and Local
987 Bookkeeper Linda Baxter, the National office inad-
vertently sent out the communication to those whose
names they did not have on file. That has since been cor-
rected by Local 987 sending the National its list of mem-
bers. “So there should be no more letters (etc) coming to
you,” they both said, adding: “However, if you do, please
contact us at the Main Office at 478-922-5758."

Courtesy SANDRA HERNANDEZ
Houston Home Journal
Staff Writer

Chants were heard, signs
were held, and people united
at Perkins Field June 14 for
a nationwide “No Kings Day”
movement to speak out against
President Donald Trump’s
administration and policies.

No Kings Day coincided
with the Military Parade held in
Washington, D.C., to mark the

Army’s 250th birthday and cel-
ebrate Trump’s 79th birthday.
According to the Associated
Press, approximately 2,000
protests were scheduled across
the country. According to NPR,
over five million people partic-
ipated in nationwide protests.

Receive  stories  from
Centerville, Perry and Warner
Robins straight to your inbox.
Delivered weekly.

Here in Warner Robins, a
thunderstorm did not deter the

Before the storm, 300 people
were at Perkins Field, and 71
people returned, according to
Kristen Kiefer, protest organiz-
er and chair of the Houston
County Democrats.

Kiefer said the basic idea
of the rally was to reject
Authoritarianism — a political
system where one person has
all the power, which suppress-
es political freedom. She said
people across the nation believe

this is where America is headed.

Another goal of the move-
ment was to reject the “billion-
aire rule” and the idea that any
person, including the President,
is above the people, Kiefer said.

“While he hosts his hun-
dred-million-dollar  birthday
parade in [Washington] D.C.,
people will gather in cities
across the country to remind
him that we don’t have kings in
America,” she said.

See EVENT, page 3

Protesters display signs and flags - including those symbolizing the LGBTQ+ community (right) - at the “No Kings
Day” event held June 14 at Perkins Field in Warner Robins. (Sandra Hernandez/HHJ)

LOCAL SUPPLEMENT AGREEMENT

Robins Air Force Base and AFGE Local 987

Installment 4: Join us each issue as
we do a refresher/reminder of the
rights BUEs have under the Local
Supplement Agreement signed
between Robins Air Force Base offi-
cials and Local 987 officials. (Note: The
entire LSA can also be found at local987.

com.)

Article 4

Voluntary Early Retirement Authority
/ Voluntary Separation Incentive

Program

4,

Management and the Union
agree that the Agency will

advise the workforce at the appropriate
time of the scheduled windows for VERA/

VSIP activity.

Special

Know your rights. Know
your LSA.

Further they agree to a 14 calendar
day window to accept applications. The
agency will notify all employees, through
available means, of the VERA/VSIP eligi-

bility criteria at the time of announce-
ment, including who may or may not be
included or excluded.

The agency will identify eligible
employees with as much specificity as
necessary to reasonably determine if

they are eligible for the program. The

Agency will consider employees within
the same series and grade equitably in

accordance with rules and regulations.

The Agency agrees to keep the Local
President informed as information
becomes available with respect to

See LSA, page 3
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What to do during times
of economic uncertainty

(StatePoint) From layoffs
in the federal government to a
growing number of companies
handing tasks off to artificial
intelligence, today’s rapidly
shifting job market is rightful-
ly stoking concerns for many
Americans. On top of that, the
overall economic climate has
lately been affected by market
volatility, tariffs and inflation.

According to CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER®
professionals, you can face
times of economic insecurity
head-on with a plan.

Job Insecurity

If you have recently lost your
job, or are concerned you might,
here are steps you can take now:

Get the picture: Take an
inventory of your full finan-
cial picture, including income,
average monthly expenses and
assets. Understanding how
much it costs you to live, minus
discretionary spending, can
give you an idea of how long
you can survive on your liquid
assets.

This is also a good time to
consider what spending you can
cut back on and, if possible,
how to build your emergency
fund.

Act wisely: Whether you’re a
federal employee with a Thrift
Savings Plan or you work in
the private sector and have an

employer-sponsored retirement
plan, it’s important to act with
caution, not fear. If you lose
your job and take a full dis-
tribution from your retirement
account, that full distribution
can come with tax penalties and
leave you ill-prepared for the
future.

Instead, if you suffer a job
loss, consider leaving your
retirement accounts untouched
or rolling them over into an
IRA. Federal employees should
also reach out to the Office of
Personnel Management or their
specific agency to learn what
benefits they’re eligible for.

Plan for health insurance:
During a job transition, deter-
mine whether you will opt for

iStock via Getty Images Plus

COBRA coverage of your exist-
ing health plan or join a spouse
or domestic partner’s plan.
Keep in mind that COBRA cov-
erage is temporary and often
more expensive. You could
also look for coverage in the
Health Insurance Marketplace
at HealthCare.gov.

Get help: Affordable help
may be available to you. More
than 200 CFP® profession-
als have volunteered to offer
no-cost or reduced-rate services
to federal government employ-
ees. Visit https://www.cfp.net/
fedworkers to find help near
you.

Market Volatility
Market  volatility  can

See TIMES, page 3

3 seasonal prep tips to help
homeowners weather storms

(StatePoint) From unexpect-
ed downpours to damaging
winds, homeowners should be
prepared for emergency repairs
when storms appear this sum-
mer.

A recent nationwide survey
of 1,000 homeowners by T-Rex
Tape, a leading maker of pre-
mium repair tapes, revealed
that 100% of respondents have
experienced damage requiring
immediate attention following
extreme weather events, with
summer leading as the season
with the most extreme weather
events (37%).

Although nearly two-thirds of
them (64%) report they’re not
fully prepared to make emer-
gency fixes, all still attempt-
ed a DIY repair when it was
needed. With the right tools
and knowledge, quick action
can help minimize damage and
buy valuable time before pro-
fessional repairs are possible.

To help homeowners manage
emergency storm cleanup and
repairs, Kerry Haugh, director
of product marketing for T-Rex
Brand, shares some proactive
strategies:

Take Preventative Precautions

According to the survey, high
winds (49%) topped the list
of weather-related culprits, fol-
lowed by falling limbs and roof
damage (42%), clogged gutters
(32%), and structural issues
from debris (28%). Water leaks
also frequently occur inside the
home and affect a sizable num-
ber of homeowners (30%).

iStock via Getty Images Plus

Haugh suggests that pre-
ventative maintenance is one
of the most effective ways to
reduce emergency damage.
“Homeowners should regularly
check roofs and siding for any
signs of wear and ensure sump
pumps and other plumbing fix-
tures are working and free of
clogs,” she explains. “It’s also
important to clean out gutters

See TIPS, page 3

Online orders delayed by

‘tariffs’? It co

rdering online has never been easier

— and scammers know it. If you’ve

shopped from a sponsored ad or unfa-
miliar website and were later told your package is
stuck in customs due to tariffs, be cautious.

Reports to BBB Scam Tracker show this
excuse is increasingly being used by scammers
to delay or ignore refund requests.

Imagine you see an ad online for something
you want, and you proceed to the seller’s web-
site. The site looks professional, the price seems
reasonable, and checkout is quick and easy. But
then, your order never arrives.

When you follow up with the seller, you
might get vague, automated emails urging you to
“be patient.” Then comes the explanation: your
package is stuck due to tariffs, customs delays, or
new international shipping regulations. In some
cases, the company says you now owe additional
money to release the package.

Other times, they provide a tracking number
showing the item was delivered — but to a com-
pletely different state.

One consumer reported to BBB Scam Tracker,
“After 2 months of not receiving my product
I have emailed this company multiple times
and each time the reply is my package is stuck
in customs due to... tariffs. | have requested a
refund multiple times. | have no longer gotten
any replies from this apparently fake company.”

Another consumer reported, “The Instagram
ad from gotosleeps.com advertised a product that
I purchased. A tracking number was provided by
tracking-hub.com. The order never arrived... the
email response has numerous grammatical errors
and blamed “Trump Tariffs’ as to why the product
is delayed.”

Common red flags

m The seller blames tariffs or customs for
excessive delays.

B You’re asked to pay more money after plac-
ing your order.

W Tracking numbers are fake or show delivery
to the wrong location.

m Customer service is unhelpful, scripted, or
stops responding entirely.

How to shop with caution online and avoid

uld be a scam

scams:

m Look beyond the ad.
Scammers can pay for
sponsored ads on social
media or search engines
just like legitimate busi-
nesses. Always research a
company first, especially if

you haven’t heard of them.
Learn more about avoid-
ing sponsored ad scams on
social media on BBB.org.

® Check the reviews — all of them. Don’t rely
only on what you see in the ad’s comment sec-
tion. Look up the business name with words like
“scam” or “complaint” and see what pops up.

W Inspect the website carefully. Look for mis-
spellings, poor grammar, or URLS that are suspi-
cious. A site that looks polished can still be fake,
especially if it is advertised through a sponsored
social media post. Learn how to identify a fake
website.

mUse a credit card for online purchases.
Credit cards often offer stronger fraud protection
than debit cards or payment apps. If you don’t
receive your product, you’re more likely to be
able to dispute the charge successfully.

m Avoid paying extra fees after checkout.
Once you’ve completed a purchase, legitimate
sellers won’t ask for additional shipping or cus-
toms payments. If they do, stop communication,
contact your credit card provider, and report to
BBB Scam Tracker.

M Be suspicious of tariff-related excuses. U.S.
consumers are not typically required to pay tar-
iffs after placing an order. If a company says your
package is stuck in customs or asks for additional
payment due to tariffs, that’s a major red flag.

m Save copies of order details. Keep screen-
shots of the ad, confirmation email, and tracking
info in case you need to file a dispute with your
credit card company or report the scam.

Kelvin Collins

For more information

Read BBB'’s tips for smart online shopping
and learn how to tell if a sponsored ad is a scam
or legitimate on BBB.org. If you think you’ve
experienced an online shopping scam, report it to
BBB Scam Tracker.

Medal of Honor spotlight
Navy Lt. John J. Powers

By KATIE LANGE
DoD News

Navy Lt. John James Powers
knew that dive-bombing ships
was a dangerous way to deploy
explosives against the Japanese
during World War 1.

The maneuver went above
and beyond the call of duty, but
he wanted to ensure the success
of his missions. Powers lost his
life while using the tactic and

On May 4, near the island of
Tulagi, Powers dropped bombs
against enemy objectives during
three missions, one of which
scored a direct hit that instantly
destroyed a large enemy ship.
Powers was also credited with
two close misses: one serious-
ly damaged a large enemy air-
craft tender, while the second
damaged a 20,000-ton transport
ship.

Despite heavy enemy antiair-

Make fire safety a priority this
National Homeowners Month

(StatePoint) Home fires today are burning
hotter and faster and causing more damage than
ever before, according to National Fire Protection
Association data. This is why every second
counts when it comes to a fire emergency.

June is National Homeowners Month, which is
a great opportunity to evaluate your home safety
devices and make upgrades where necessary.

A new partnership between Kidde, a trusted
leader in fire safety for more than 100 years, and
Ring, has delivered a cutting-edge collection of
Smart Smoke and Combination Alarms (Smoke
+ CO) featuring seamless integration into the
Ring app.

Combining Kidde’s advanced smoke and car-
bon monoxide sensors that provide quicker, more
accurate alerts (29% faster average smoke detec-
tion based on internal testing of smoldering wood
fires for Kidde 9th Edition vs. leading competitor

8th Edition products) with built-in smart tech-
nology, you can better protect your home from
anywhere. Whether you’re at home, at work, or
on vacation, you’ll receive instant notifications
through the Ring app if unsafe levels of smoke
or carbon monoxide are detected, allowing you
to take immediate action. Ring also offers an
optional 24/7 Smoke & CO Monitoring subscrip-
tion service ($5/month), where trained agents can
request emergency help and alert your emergency
contacts in the event of an alarm.

“We believe these alarms represent a major step
forward in whole home safety, and we’re excited
to get them into the hands of consumers,” says
Isis Wu, president of Global Residential Fire &
Safety at Kidde.

Additional features can ensure smooth oper-
ation of your home safety equipment. For

See SAFETY, page 3

UNION MEMBERSHIP IS LIKE A GYM MEMBERSHIP.
DUES ARE PAID TO BE PART OF THE GROUP WITH
SIMILAR INTERESTS AND GOALS.
BUT, JUST LIKE A GYM, IF WE DON'T SHOW UP,
INVEST OUR TIME - OR PARTICIPATE, WE DO NOT GET
STRONGER!

received a posthumous Medal
of Honor for his bravery and
leadership.

Powers was born July
13, 1912, in New York City
to Joseph and Maria Powers.
He had two sisters, Maria and
Betty. His brother, William, also
served during World War 11 in
the U.S. Merchant Marine.

As a Catholic, Powers grew
up singing in his church’s choir.
He was also in the Boy Scouts.
After high school, he attend-
ed the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland, graduat-
ing in 1935. His first five years
on active duty were spent at sea,
including serving three years on
a fleet ship in China. Powers
then went into flight training.
In January 1941, shortly after
earning his wings, the lieutenant
joined Bombing Squadron 5

Photo courtesy defense.gov

Navy Lt. John J. Powers

attached to the USS Yorktown.

In 1942, after the U.S. became
involved in World War I, the
Yorktown sailed to the Pacific,
where the fleet was tasked with
preventing further Japanese
expansion in the Solomon
Islands. One of the first major
engagements was during the
Battle of the Coral Sea. It was
the first naval battle in history
in which opposing ships never
sighted or fired at each other —
it was fought between aircraft
carriers.

During the first several days
of May 1942, Powers and
his squadron took part in five
engagements against Japanese
forces.

Powers pressed home his attack. He dove
almost to the level of the Shokaku’s deck

before releasing his bomb ... and caused
horrific damage ...

craft fire, Powers used all his
ammunition to attack a gunboat,
which ended up fleeing with 2
heavy oil slick in its wake. The
damaged ship was later seen
beached on a nearby island.

The main battle began, May
7, 1942. That day, Powers led
three dive-bombers in an attack
on a Japanese carrier. In the
face of antiaircraft fire, Powers
purposely dove to an altitude
well below what was consid-
ered safe, risking his life and his
aircraft so he could bomb a vital
section of the ship.

Other pilots and observers
noted that his dive-bombing
run caused a massive explosion,
engulfing the ship in flames,
smoke and debris. It sank soon
after.

During a meeting that eve-
ning, Powers lectured his squad-
ron on how to perform point-of-
aim and diving techniques like
his. He advocated for dropping
bombs at a lower altitude tc
ensure greater accuracy, but he
stressed the dangers involved,
including heavy enemy fire, the
inability to pull back up and
being hit by the bomb’s

See HONOR, page 3
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TIMES

From page 2

be nerve-racking for investors,
but CFP® professionals say
these tips can help you weather
periods of uncertainty:
Understand the histo-
ry: Historic events such as
Black Monday in 1987 and
the COVID-19 crash in 2020
bear a consistent pattern. After
a period of downturn, markets
generally have rebounded with
resilience. So, when the market
declines, stay the course and

give investments a chance to
recover. A good rule of thumb is
to only make significant chang-
es to your financial strategy
when your situation changes,
not when the world does. While
this can be easier said than done,
avoiding sensational financial
news and social media chatter
can reduce anxiety. If you have
concerns, lean on reputable
sources for guidance, such as
your CFP® professional.
Diversify: A diversified port-
folio is more durable during
tough financial times. Make
sure your assets include a bal-

ance of investments that works
well in different market envi-
ronments.

Seek expert guidance: A
recent CFP® professional-led
webinar “The Power of a Plan:
Navigating Market Uncertainty
With  Confidence,” which
delved into the current state of
the markets and provided gen-
eral educational tools for inves-
tors, is available to all online.

Concerned about your financ-
es? You’re not alone. During
periods of uncertainty, lean on
reliable resources to make a
smart financial plan.

TIPS

From page 2

to ensure water flow and prevent backup that can

cause problems.”

Fill Your Toolbox

In urgent situations, some homeowners report-
ed resorting to improvised, unreliable solutions
like towels (39%), clothing (18%) or even news-

papers (15%) to plug leaks.

It’s crucial to keep essential emergency repair
supplies on hand in one easily accessible location.
A standard toolkit should include useful items,
such as hammers, nails, tarps, sealant and strong
waterproof repair tape specifically designed to

hold up under tough conditions.

“Extreme weather is inevitable, and having the
right tools on hand can help safeguard the home,”

Haugh says.

Make Quick, Post-Storm Repairs
Once it’s safe to go outside, homeowners
should assess any risks and utilize items in their

toolkit to help prevent damage in and outside the

home, looking for any interior or exterior issues
or leaks that could cause damage if not addressed.

Haugh suggests using those key toolbox items as
an effective temporary solution.

“Most individuals expect a temporary repair to
last a few hours to a few days, but more than 65%
of homeowners were surprised by the strength
and durability of products like waterproof tape
when addressing storm-related leaks,” she states.
“We’ve learned waterproof and repair tape should
be included among other DIY repair staples, like

a hammer and nails.”

With the right tools in your toolbox, homeown-
ers can stay prepared to weather winds, rain and

other extreme conditions this summer.

SAFETY

From page 2

example, the Ring app notifies
you when your devices’ bat-
teries are low approximately
seven days prior to the device
chirping, so you can ensure
operation with no down time.
And Kidde’s enhanced sensing
technology reduces false alarms
often caused by cooking—a
leading reason people disable
their devices. And it doesn’t
stop there. Once you install one
of these smart alarms in your
home, you can receive real-time
alerts from your other eligible
hardwired Kidde products to
create a connected home that
helps keep you and your family
safe.

Remember, having work-
ing smoke alarms in the home
can double the likelihood of
safely escaping a house fire in
the event of an emergency and
are there to help protect you

round-the-clock. That’s why
it’s important to install them
throughout the house, including
the living room, kitchen, bed-
rooms, hallways, basement and
garage. As an additional safety
measure, you should also be
prepared to tackle small fires
quickly. Keep fire extinguish-
ers in key areas, including the
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kitchen, basement and garage.

“Humans are flawed. We for-
get things, we mess up, and we
assume a home fire and other
emergencies will never happen
to us,” says Wu. “Unfortunately,
no home is impervious to an
emergency, making the proper
safety precautions essential for
every household.”

EVENT

From page 1

Kiefer wanted to bring this
movement to her city because
she believes people are seeing a
lot happening across the coun-
try. She said she felt it was time.

Personally, Kiefer shared
she has been following discus-
sions about cuts made to health
programs, such as Medicaid.
Without Medicaid, she believes
she would not be here to orga-
nize the rally, and the insurance
program is the reason she is
alive.

“That’s why I’m here. It just
seems unfair to the American
people that we need to make
these huge cuts to the pro-
grams, like Medicaid, that we
pay into, but we can have [a]
hundred-million-dollar parade,”
she said.

Kiefer believes the country
has a president who is ignoring
court orders, cutting programs,
and using anti-immigration pol-
icy to detain American citizens

and that it has gone too far.

She believes the public
should be aware, especially in a
military community like Warner
Robins. Kiefer said Robins Air
Force Base employs many civil-
ians, but federal job cuts have
affected the lives of her friends,
neighbors, and family members.

“l feel like we should all be
paying attention to what’s hap-
pening because it deeply affects
our community,” she said.

Kiefer clarified that the rally
was not to protest against the
Army celebrating its birthday.
As a child of a military par-
ent, she has strong support for
the military, and she believes
Trump should have also cele-
brated the Navy and Marines,
which had their 250th birthdays
this year.

“It is specifically about the
authoritarian-esque  action.
We’re going to see tanks roll
down Constitution Avenue in
front of the White House. That’s
not a thing here,” she said.

Kiefer anticipated a peaceful
demonstration. She received a

permit from the city and coor-
dinated with the Warner Robins
Police Department to ensure its
safety.

Kiefer clarified she had an
excellent working relationship
with law enforcement and did
not expect any issues similar
to those that occurred in Los
Angeles, which had been a con-
cern leading up to the rally.
She said they wanted people to
come out and bring their voices,
which they did.

“The goal is just to amplify
our collective voices but do so
in a way that is safe and peace-
ful,” she said.

Kiefer hopes the demonstra-
tions send a message to the gov-
ernment to work for the people.

“We want our government
to hear us. Things like Social
Security, Medicaid, SNAP and
Medicare, that is what we want
our tax dollars to pay for,” she
said. “We want our government
to uphold the rule of law and
we want essentially to restore
accountability and to put the
American people first.”

LSA

From page 1

eligible applicants and selec-
tion criteria for the VERA/VSIP.
The Union will be given the
opportunity to meet with man-
agement prior to the imple-
mentation of the program to
discuss the criteria for selection
of applicants.

If requested, the Union will
be provided the criteria / selec-
tion process and number of
VERA/VSIP positions.

Employees eligi-

4.2b|e for the VERA/
VSIP program who are TDY,
on enforced leave, on suspen-
sion, on extended annual or
sick leave, and/or do not have
computer access shall be made
aware of the opportunity to
apply for VERA/VSIP by his or
her supervisor.

Employees will need to work
with their supervisor to ensure

their VERA/VSIP application is
properly and timely submitted
to the servicing personnel
office. The employee’s supervi-
sor will maintain documenta-
tion to support the notification
of these employees to apply for
the program.
4 Employees with a

o J valid Robins address
will receive e-mail notifica-
tion concerning the program.
Employees who do not have
an address will receive written
notification. The supervisor
should obtain signature con-
firmation that the employee
received the notification and
must provide a copy of this to
the employee.

4 Only those employ-

o Tees who apply within
the window of opportunity will
be considered unless the rea-
son set forth in the agreement
did not occur. If so validated,
said employee(s) will be placed
per the appropriate process. It

is understood the employee
bears the burden to prove this
situation occurred.

4 Employees will be

e <J given seven-calendar

days from receipt of an offer
to either accept or decline
the VERA/VSIP offer. Failure to
respond within the required
time will be considered a dec-
lination. The Agency agrees
to be fair and equitable with
respect to employees who
fail to accept or decline the
VERA/VSIP offer. The Agency
will address any request for
extensions due to emergency
circumstances on a case by
case basis. If employees are
unable to be contacted, the
servicing personnel office will
contact the supervisor and the
supervisor will use emergency
contact procedures to secure
acceptance or declination but
the final validation for accep-
tance will be the employee’s
signature.

HONOR

From page 2

own blast.

The next day, as the squad-
ron readied their planes, Powers
inspired the pilots by saying,
“Remember, the folks back
home are counting on us. | am
going to get a hit if | have to lay
it on their flight deck.”

From an altitude of 18,000
feet, Powers led his section of
dive-bombers to their target, the
Japanese carrier Shokaku. They
pushed through a wall of burst-
ing antiaircraft shells and right
into the face of enemy fighter
planes.

Disregarding his own safety,
Powers pressed home his attack.
He dove almost to the level

of the Shokaku’s deck before
releasing his bomb, which near-
ly hit dead center and caused
horrific damage, including sev-
eral massive fires that killed
more than 100 Japanese sailors,
according to the Naval History
and Heritage Command.

Powers’ aircraft then plunged
into the sea. He was initially
listed as missing in action before
being officially declared dead
about a month later.

Naval historians said that
while another bomb was
dropped on the Shokaku, it was
Powers’ bomb that knocked the
ship out of action for the rest
of the battle. The damage left
it unable to recover aircraft and
participate in the more decisive
Battle of Midway one month
later. Historians said Powers’

actions likely prevented the loss
of the Yorktown and changed
the outcome of two critical
World War 11 battles.

For going above and beyond
the call of duty and giving his life
for the cause, Powers received a
posthumous Medal of Honor.
His mother accepted it on his
behalf on Sept. 7, 1942, during a
ceremony in Washington.

Powers was honored by the
Navy again in February 1944,
when the destroyer escort USS
John J. Powers was commis-
sioned into the fleet.

Powers’ name is listed on
the Walls of the Missing at the
Manila American Cemetery in
the Philippines. A marker is also
dedicated to him at Woodlawn
Cemetery in the Bronx, New
York City.
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King Crossword
e
ACROSS -
1 Wax-coated
cheese
5 Jug handle
8 Thinker
Descartes
12 The Big Easy
acronym
13 "No seats"
sign
14 Squad
15 French per-
fume brand
16 Western top-
pers
18 Treeless
plains 17 48
20 Thoreau
piece 50 51
21 Remiss
22 Boxing leg-  [*° > SCRAMBLERS
end e e o o iy v A i e 15 43ANg
23 Stupefies 50 Memo 8 Moscow's 34 July birth- BAS‘SY e 1ol s {000
26 Spy's asset 51 100% land stones ] PAOM $A0PO]
30 Compass dir. 52 Work on 9 Son of Seth 35 Panache H?g:f" 77777 YMeaq ' 3SIny °¢
31 Actress Tyler proofs 10 Pinta's com- 36 Menlo Park SAVEER 1 ey sy,
32 Tic-tac-toe 53 Hot tubs panion monogram HATRED L1
win 54 Hwy. 11 Online crafts 37 In dreamland uoAnjos
33 Sound sys- 55 Cushions site 39 Fashion | o~ SYITINWY YOS
tems 17 Far (Pref.) 40 Taxpayer IDs
36 Ridicule DOWN 19 — dedeux 41 Perched on Pluy Better Golf with JACK NICKLAUS
38 Last (Abbr. 1 Goals 22 Off-roader 42 Self-referential SIMPLY AIMING
39 Airlin((a to ) 2 "Act now!" (Abbr.) 43 Popcorn sea- NN ‘ \\\\ " T o
. . C : : \ §\ ;\\\\\\ \\\\\\ RETRENSTH VD LG TTING
Sweden 3 Lotion addi- 23 Moines soning N \\\\\\\ ) caL
40 Ballroom tive 24 Busy insect 44 Castor's ¢ foch 2g3ier
dance 4 Christie sleuth 25 Wye follower mother N \\LE,:T Sor BeiT
43 First-rate Jane 26 Bro's sib 45 Desertlike \\ \\ | TRO‘:’ZD'FNG - YRGS SORER
47 Bignamein 5 English coun- 27 Singer Rawls 46 Decays \ NECRTONATELY. - \\ \\\\m . ";iLSUR:S
pianos ty 28 Heavy weight 48 Series of bat- wacoﬁzftgzwﬁT.H \ \ \ NN SRuceths ‘
49 Architect 6 — andcrafts 29 Sizzling tles %\\ \\\\\\ | -

NOWFLAES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - 6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
®asy €@ Vedum € € @ Difficult

S
e

Juct Like Cate & DOgS by Dave T. Phipps

YOU KNOW, IT WOULD REALLY BE GREAT
IF YOU COULD STOP REARRANGING THE
FURNITURE EVERY TIME | TURN AROUND.

S) 7
6 38 912
9 2 4
8 I
387
3 6 2
6
8|1 3
S) 382 14

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ € Challenging

S|d V|d|S 4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

111 1|1O|N © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Amber Waves

THIS IS SO LAME. | ASKED MY
PARENTS FOR A POOL AND
THIS IS WHAT I GET?

W

[ MEANT A REAL POOL. THIS IS
HUMILIATING. LET’S GET ouT.

by Dave T. Phipps Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas
WAYT A MINUTE, THE. SieN S5 NIkt OF 1000
"SOME oF US HAVE SORE " QGRS T COUNTED oyii 444 Wb h £4¢

FEET WE'D LIKE TO SOAK.

*PoAIES3) SUBL IIV "OUI '9120IRUAS SeItEsd Buly G202

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

MAGICAL MIRACLE ¥ You

CREAM WILL MAKE  SHOULD
YA LOOK GIT

YEARS YOUNGER !! 2 SOME'A

ORDER YORES

T n T
ER, NICE SAVE, IT'S 50 SWEET YoUD |
TO GIVE PAW I TAKE YOUR NEPHEW TO |
TO YORE A WRESTLING SHOW.
SISTERS
"
N ja
i W
RN
=N | 7,
§ ) |
oW |l Qe

1 JUST LovE
MAKIN' HiM

HE TOLD ME THE
ONLY REASON HE
FEEDS ME IS HE
MIGHT NEED My
KIDNEY ONE DAY.

Y00 CouL DA
PLAYED ALONG!
' )
AND ¢0oU COULDA
REMEMBERED My %
BIRTHDAY. LIFE 15

FULL OF COULDAS,

YOU HAVE GOT
T'BE KIDDIN' 1!

WHY, THAT LOW-DOWN

NO-GOOD SNUFFY SMIF !

BRUTOS 15 SET TO WRESTLE
MACCHI MACHISMO, BUT THE
OTHER WRESTLERS WARNED
HIM HE'S BEING TRICKED,
MACCHI PLANS ON MAKING HIM
_\ |[Look LIKE A FOOL AND HURTING
A [LHIM IN THE PROCESS.

YA HERD
'EM RIGHT?
MACCHI IS
OSIN' YA!

IMUSED TO
BEING USED.
IT'S WHAT I'M

| knNow, POPEYE.
ALMOST EVERYONE
DOES. SEA HAG

USED ME AS CHEAP
LABOR FOR YE ARS,

BLUTO USES ME AS
PUNCHING BAG AND
SCAPEGOAT,

WE WANT OUR SORRY,
DADBURN MONEY FOLKS,
NO

BACK, SMIF !!

TAIN'T MY FAULT YA

I NEVER HAD
ANYONE TO LOOK
UPTO. | DON'T
WANT THAT FOR
HARDTACK. HIS
DAD, BURLO, HAS | el

CHOSEN To BE %1\

BLUTO IS
BLuTO. MY BIG
BROTHER, BRUTO,

DIDN'T NOTICE

A

7
i

il

2| | IF1 CAN GIVE HIM A HERO, SOMEONE TO

s AND HARDTACK WON'T EVER LOOK
o
2| | ASPIRE TO? THAT'S WORTH THE LUMPS.

HOW DOES |
PUNCH SELF-|
WORTH INT'
THE GALOOT?

ALLS | KNOWS
How TDO 1S
FIGHT.

P To ME, | DON'T DESERVE THAT. BT

T MUST HAVE
CROSSED
THE “LINE

“pan@sal SWBI Iy OU| '@jEdIPUAS Seinjesd Bury 202G

...T HOPE
175 NOT A
"EIRING" ONE.

MISSED )
AGAIN!
N

~

Sponsor this page. Call 478-733-9772.
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“I thought it was one of those cars that
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

(Q\

Clue: P equals W
MO Z JNNCGHJ MC
ZEENQMEBRQ ENMCQ PFHGFHJ
PZRLMEB ONJPZJS NJ IZYLPZJS,

MG YJNPC INGF PzZQC.

\ J

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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By:rj
johnson
DOUBT? ...0R DARE!
csli
YNEODIP
URTAL 5
HACT 3
¥SCORUC %
ELD ] z
YPISL 3
YIDELT J g
APH g
URNDAT ;;”
Y AHLSO g
T ®
coID
Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from
any marked ( ¥ ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one
word (ex. W RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together.

HOCUS -FOCUS [V A (i
{ AeA

r — -~

JUIDYIP S1
durey 59 9 1918} ST J2UIqRD [L] G "PIAOW SI 19904 “{ 1oy3ry
are spulfg "¢ IS[[BWS ST 9SON "7 IopIm SI YSa(] ' :SO0UdIJII(]
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