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President’s Ponderings  
 
Greetings Club Members: 

It’s here, springtime and that means two things. Memorial Day and warm 

weather, well as close as it gets in Central Oregon. Having just celebrated Me-

morial Day we are reminded that it is a special time of the year to honor and 

mourn U.S. military personnel who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our nation's 

liberties and freedom.  My father was a veteran of WWII and the Korean War.  

While he never saw combat, he loved America.  Lori and I would like to ex-

tend our thanks to all our military men and women. 

No more countdown! It is time to get those Corvettes on the road. We just 

had our first official club outing to Lincoln City. If you missed this trip, there 

are plenty more on the calendar.  Please visit our website and get signed up for 

a social or outing. Spending time with good friends and driving fast cars is what 

being a club member is all about. Make the most of being a member and get 

signed up today. 

Speaking of being a club member, yearly fees are due by June 15th. Don’t miss 

out on the fun and get those $60 checks off to HDC, PO Box 6442, Bend, OR 

97708. 

After months of preparation by many hard-working volunteers, the Corvettes 

on the High Desert car show is just around the corner. There will be a special 

volunteer meeting on June 17th, 6:00 pm at River’s Edge Golf Course. At this 

meeting, you will learn what to expect at the car show and have an opportuni-

ty to ask any questions.  

Don’t forget our monthly business meeting is on June 11th at Laurie’s Grill in 

Bend. Please note that June 11th is a Tuesday.  Hope to see you there. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Schneider 

HDCC President 
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  June 7-9 Yakima Valley Vette,  Vette-A-Bration 

  June 13  Albany Oregon day trip to historic Carousel Museum  

  June 21  Touchmark East (near COSTCO) Car Show.  4-6 PM Register at : 

               brianabinder@touchmark.com  Complimentary food and drink.  

  June 21-22  HDCC Retreat Jacksonville OR 

  June 28/29  Corvettes on the High Desert   

  July 4  Redmon 4th of July Parade 

  July 20  Cascade Corvette Club Kendall Motors car show.  go to Cascade Corvette  

              Club.com for registration form.  Cost $25.00  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

  Aug. 9=11 Wine Tour Leavenworth WA  Staying at the FairBridge Inn  

  Aug. 20  Corvettes on the Bay.  Held at Ken Ware Chevrolet.  West Coast Corvettes 

  Sept.  6-8 HDCC President’s Mystery Tour 

  Sept 12-14 Corvettes on the Columbia   

  Sept 26-30 Prescott Car Show, Prescott Arizona  

HDCC Events  

Quotable Quotes  

   
1 - I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

2 - Borrow money from pessimists -- they don't expect it back.  
3 - Half the people you know are below average.  
4 - 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name.  
5 - 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot. 
6 - A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good.  
7 - A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.  
8 - If you want the rainbow, you got to put up with the rain. 
9 - All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand.  
10 - The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
11 - I almost had a psychic girlfriend, ..... But she left me before we met  
12 - OK, so what's the speed of dark?  
13 - How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink?  
14 - If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked some-

thing.  
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20240 Reed Lane, Bend OR 

Barry and Christine Larson –Owners 



 High Desert Corvettes Newsletter Page 4 

 

 

Gentle Dental Care 

Advertisement  

Thanks Scott!! 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

  6/1  Candy Sheldon 

  6/3  Barbie Crement 

  6/3 Roiann Santos 

  6/3  Mike Zumwalt 

  6/5  Pete Olson 

  6/11 Earl Byers 

  6/22 Sandie Cowell 

  6/23 Mike McClean 

  6/26 John Burgess 

   

    June  Anniversaries  

  6/7   Harry and Ingrid Bongers 

  6/10 Larry and Cathie Raaf 

  6/15 Eric and Miriam Lea 

It’s Not Always the Other Guy 

 

As some of you know, Sande had a stroke the morning of 

May 25th.  This was a sudden event with no warning signs 

such as headache, dizziness, vertigo or muscle weakness.   

Since we all are close to same vintage, I wanted to share this 

experience with you and offer some suggestions.  Fortunate-

ly, Sande is making a complete recovery.  In my experience as 

a physical therapist, this is not always the case as strokes can 

result in devastating long term disabilities and life hanging re-

sults.  We want to thank you all for your kind thoughts, pray-

ers and expressions of concern.  They must have helped as 

she is doing great. 

I want to mention a few points to keep in mind should you 

experience a crisis.  

 

Be aware of the signs and symptoms of a stroke and heart 

attack. 

Call 911 immediately. Don’t call your local clinic, neighbor 

or old friend who used to be a nurse.   People are 

often reluctant to call 911, sometimes they don’t want 

to admit to the seriousness of the situation. 

Don’t make the decision to drive yourself or the patient 

to the hospital.  Ambulances have sirens, and red 

lights to clear the way.  Since this was Memorial Day 

weekend it would have been fool hearted to attempt 

to drive to the ER.  Also, ambulances can call ahead 
and alert the ER staff to the seriousness of the situa-

tion. 

Know basic CPR, if you or a family member have a histo-

ry of cardiac issues a defibrillator would be a good 

investment to have on hand. Refresher courses are 

always good idea to keep you up to date with CPR.  

Lucky for us I was there but had I not, our 6 year old 

granddaughter would not have know how to call 911.  

Just another point of preparation.  

 

These are just a few ideas to keep in mind but I am sure 

there are many others.  Remember “It’s Not Always the 

Other Guy”.   
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On the lighter side. 
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The first Z06 naturally aspirated 5.4L V8 gasoline engine that cranked out 360 horsepower and 358 pound-feet of torque thanks 

in part to its Rochester fuel injection system. Meanwhile, a four-speed manual transmission handled the shifting duties. Production 

numbers of the Corvette C2 Z06 are quite low, as only 199 examples were ever produced. With that in mind, the Z06 option 

was actually hidden in the order form, and at $1,818.45, the performance model was quite expensive for a sports car boasting a 

starting MSRP in the ballpark of $4,000. As such, a combination of these two likely contributed to low production figures.  

     Intended to serve as the successor to the Corvette C4 ZR-1, the Z06 moniker returned with the Corvette C5 Z06. Devel-

oped around the Fixed Roof Coupe (FRC) body style, the C5 Z06 took the most structurally rigid and lightest C5 configuration 

and added a larger wheel and tire package, uprated FE4 suspension, revised gearing ratios, a titanium exhaust system, functional 

brake cooling ducts, reduced soundproofing, and additional weight-savings measures. This all gave the Corvette C5 Z06 a 3,118-

pound curb weight, which allowed it to outperform its predecessor in every aspect outside of top speed.  

      The Corvette C6 Z06 was designed as the track-focused model of the Corvette lineup and featured a bevy of performance 

bits to back this claim. As a homologation special, the C6 Z06 boasted an aluminum chassis, wider carbon fiber fenders, larger 

anti-sway bars, stiffer shocks and springs, a transmission cooler, forged aluminum wheels, six-piston front and four-piston rear 

brake calipers, functional brake ducts, and a hand-built engine.  

     Just one model year removed from the introduction of the C7 Stingray, the Corvette C7 Z06 featured numerous upgrades 

over the entry-level ‘Vette model, including a widebody treatment, removable carbon fiber roof panel, unique carbon fiber hood 

with a larger vent, a larger unique rear spoiler, a front splitter, larger front fender vents and unique air blades, and larger rear-

fascia openings. In regard to powertrain, the supercharged 6.2L V8 LT4 gasoline engine was rated at 650 horsepower and 650 

pound-feet of torque.  

     The Corvette C8 Z06 Highlighted by the race-derived naturally aspirated 5.5L V8 LT6 gasoline engine, the C8 Z06 develops 

670 horsepower and 460 pound-feet of torque, making it the most powerful naturally aspirated production V8 engine.  Additional 

noteworthy pieces regarding the LT6 powerplant include a DOHC valvetrain setup (a Corvette Z06 first), dual-coil valve springs, 

titanium intake and sodium-filled exhaust valves, a flat-plane crank, forged titanium connecting rods, forged aluminum pistons, twin 

87-millimeter throttle bodies, and a six-stage 10-quart dry sump oiling system. As such, General Motors reports that the Corvette 

C8 Z06 can rocket to 60 mph in 2.6 seconds, cover the quarter mile in 10.6 seconds, and reach top speeds of over 200 mph.  

Quick Facts About The 

Corvette  Z06 

Platform 

Model Yrs 

Engine 

 

Transmis-

sion 

                                C2 Z06             C5 ‘Z06                C6 Z06            C7 Z06               C8 Z06 

Series 0800 

1963 

Atmospheric 

5.4 L V8 L84 

4 Speed 

Y Body 

2001-2004 

Atmospheric  

5.7L V8 LS6 

6 Speed 

Y Body 

2006-2013 

Atmospheric  

7.0 L V8 LS 7 

6 Speed 

 Y Body’ 

2015-2019 

Super Charged 

6.2 L V8 LT4 

7 Speed or  

8 Speed Auto 

 Y 2 

2023— Present 

Atmospheric  

5.5L V8  LT6 

8 Speed Dual  

Clutch Auto 

https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/second-generation-corvette-c2/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/fourth-generation-corvette-c4/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/fifth-generation-corvette-c5/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/sixth-generation-corvette-c6/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/seventh-generation-corvette-c7/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt4/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/chevrolet-corvette-c8/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt6/
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Good Information 

 

The article to the left was in the Cascade Corvette Club  

Newsletter.  With permission of Jim Garboden I am in-

cluding it in the HDCC newsletter just so you know.  

Often these situations and are difficult to diagnose on 

the fly.   It may save you some grief on down  road.  JB 

. 

C8 Corvette Transmission Alert 

 

If you haven’t read your owners manual cover to 

cover you may not be aware of the transmission 

canister filter that needs to be changed at 7500 

miles and again at 15000 miles.  This was never 

brought to my attention at the dealer where I 

purchased the car nor at the first two oil chang-

es.  As well, it is not particularly emphasized in 

the owners manual or any other information in-

cluded at the time of purchase. 

 

My understand from reading on the Corvette Fo-

rum that this fairly critical as the DCT has very 

close clearances and there is a tendency for met-

al particles to accumulate in the transmission flu-

id.  The bad news is that this is an expensive 

event ($668,88).  The good news is that it is cov-

ered by General Motors.  JB 
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                        Freedom for Great Apes Event, Tumalo, OR… 

 

From their brochure: ‘Freedom for Great Apes (FGA) is a sanctuary specifically designed 

to provide a safe haven dedicated to the physical, social, behavioral, and psychological well-

being of chimpanzees in captivity. We are dedicated to overcoming great ape exploitation 

and cruelty with education, advocacy and collaboration.’ 

There are four Great Apes currently here. All are from private homes that could no longer 

take care of them and/or the entertainment industry. Their names and ages are - Herbie 

38, Jackson 24, CJ 25, and Emma 23. 

There’s 3 acres dedicated to Apes. The area includes outdoor activities, indoor play area, 

indoor sleeping area (not visited), kitchen – all food, veggies & fruits, donated by Trader 

Joes. 

There is one room (not visited) dedicated to medical care. Includes two locked entry 

doors with at least two people present when entering and exiting this area. 

They live over 50 years in this environment and their weight is around 200 lbs. While their 

mindset is like a toddler, they referenced their strength to a football player. Not something 

you want to tangle with. 

There is someone on the property 24/7, with caretakers there daily. It’s a wonderful and 

educational experience to see this environment for these apes. It costs about $30,000 per 

chimp, per year. Check out their website for this 501(c)3 non-profit organization: 

www.freedomforgreatapes.org for more information. 

 

                                                                                Submitted by Dee Ginter 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freedomforgreatapes.org
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Backing up a Tailor  

 
Submitted by Dee Ginter 
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Member Profile 

Mike and Suzanne Sawyer  
 

To quote Lennon and McCartney, it is a “long and winding road” that leads us here.   

Michael was born in Gary Indiana, in the same hospital where another more famous Michael (Jackson) 

would be born many years later.   He was raised in Hobart, Indiana surrounded by farms and corn fields.  

If you have ever seen the movie A Christmas Story you will have a good idea of what Michael’s childhood 

was like.   

After high school, Michael attended Indiana State University (also the alma mater of the famous basketball 

player Larry Bird) Michael graduated from ISU with a teaching degree but he had another dream he want-

ed to fulfill before he started teaching. Michael joined the United States Marine Corps to become a fighter 

pilot, but sadly, this dream ended when he suffered a shoulder injury during a training exercise. 

Following his discharge from the military Michael took to the road, driving as far as he could on US High-

way 1 south which led him right to Key West, Florida. He decided it was paradise—scuba diving, fishing, 

and “watching the sun bake”, but diving and fishing did not pay the bills so using his degree he got a job at 

the local high school teaching shop.   

Michael’s Key West roommate owned a ’64 Corvette that he let Michael drive.  That was his first experi-

ence driving a Corvette and he was hooked.  He decided then that someday he would own one. 

Michael subsidized his teaching salary for a few years by working in construction during the summer.  He 

eventually left teaching to establish Sawyer Construction Company.  During the summer of ’73, his former 

brother-in-law (an NFL MVP football player) hired him to work on his place while he was away at summer 

training camp.  The work vehicle he loaned to Michale was a beautiful yellow 1967 Corvette 427 coupe. 

He drove the car all summer to his job sites loaded with drywall supplies and tools—can you believe it?  It 

was the fastest work vehicle he ever had.  

Suzanne is a California girl born and raised, except for three years when she and her family lived in Dhah-

ran, Saudi Arabia where her father worked on oil rigs for Standard Oil (Aramco).  Suzanne lived in a sub-

urb of Los Angeles in the small community of Bell California. Her childhood and teen years were typical. 

She enjoyed the beach, going to car shows with her brother (Don Ginter), and stock car races with Don 

or a neighbor who raced.  Growing up in SoCal was fun…then.   

Fast forward twenty years to 1990, Suzanne has lived in Bend for 11 years with her two daughters and is a 

medical practice executive for a large orthopedic group. Michael left Key West, following a divorce, and 

moved to Bend, where he and his former wife had bought a piece of property.  Building on the property, 

Michael decided, was a great way to establish himself as a home builder in Bend.  

Michael and Suzanne met in 1991 when Suzanne responded to his personal ad in the Bulletin (this was be-

fore online dating sites).  They met for coffee and the “rest is history”.   They have been together for thir-

ty-three years living in many beautiful spec and renovated homes completed by Sawyer Construction.  The 

fun thing about living with a builder, Suzanne says is that your home is always new.  The drawback is that you 

move a lot.   
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In 2004, on Michael’s 60th birthday, he finally bought his first Corvette.  It was a 1993 red coupe in show-

room condition.  In 2006 Michael and Suzanne bought a 1996 Corvette Grand Sport coupe.  When we 

bought the Grand Sport we did not know much about the car, other than it was unusual and striking.  

Since then, we learned the car is fairly rare and our particular car has a lot of provenance.  The car has 

been featured in Vette magazine and many other Corvette publications with photography by famous auto-

motive photographer and author David Newhardt.   

The 1993 red coupe was sold in 2016, before Michael and Suzanne took to the road in their Beaver mo-

torhome to tour the United States and Canada.  We were gone for two-and-a-half years on an adventure 

of a lifetime.  We had lots of fun and some not-so-fun experiences (RV stands for “repair vehicle), says 

Michael, but both of us are so glad we took this journey.    

Michael and Suzanne have been members of the High Desert Corvette Club for sixteen years.  Michael 
was the club photographer, along with Rich Morton for six years.  Suzanne has served as club secretary, 

treasurer, and COHD registration chairperson.  We have made many good friends and lots of good mem-

ories as club members.  We think that is the best part of owning a Corvette.   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh Baby!!!!! 
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                      Why The Corvette Is America’s Most Iconic Car  

 
  While there have been cars to define decades, cars to define generations, and cars that are 
the epitome of their specific segment, there is only one car that defines America, at least ac-
cording to MotorTrend. That car is the Corvette, which through 8 generations has redefined 
what an American sports car can actually do.  

Trucks such as the F-150, muscle cars like the Challenger and Mustang, and off-roaders like 
the Jeep might have some good arguments going for them as the most iconic, but there are 
three very good reasons that the Corvette won out over all of them. 

 Three Reasons Why The ‘Vette Won The Accolade  

The first reason is that the Corvette has never been a sledgehammer, it’s always been a scal-
pel. 

To define what we’re meaning here, think about what the Corvette has faced through the 
generations. Most American cars, at least in the 20th century, were specialized in one or two 
areas, but were woefully underdeveloped in others. Take the muscle car generation, when 
straight line speed and drag racing was all the rage. The Corvette could have bowed to the 
pressure and been just another muscle car. 

But because it is an icon, a motoring legend, it stuck to its guns and was an all-American sports 

car. It had the power of a muscle car, but the light weight and handling of a European coupe. Cor-
ners in a muscle car were inconveniences, in the Corvette they were the primary source of joy. 
Brake, downshift, apex, throttle, smile. It’s a recipe started in 1952 that still applies today: How 
to carve the perfect corner.  

The second reason that the Corvette is an icon is that unlike a lot of top tier sports cars, it has always 

been affordable.  

There are iconic sports cars out there from other brands for sure, such as Porsche and the revered 911. 

Yet, if you went with just the base model spec, 911 Carrera vs Corvette C8 LT1 spec, the Corvette is just 

about half the price. $116,050 for the 911, $68,300 for the Corvette, and the Corvette has 100 HP more 

than the German.  

Let’s also talk about the used market here. If you shop around and have a decent budget in mind, you can 

buy a used C6 or C7 for between $20, 000 to $30,000. If you want the Z06, up that budget to $40,000 and 

you’ll find C5’s, C6’s, and yes, C7 Z06’s for under that price point. If you want an older generation, depend-

ing on condition you can even get a C3 for under $20,000, but it will likely need a little TLC to get it spar-

kling and shiny again.  

In fact, across the world of sports cars, the Corvette is the second best car overall in terms of second hand 

ownership. The only car that has beaten it is the Mazda MX-5, which is a legend all of its own. 

. 
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The third and most important reason that the Corvette is a true icon is that it has never 
conceded its V8, and is the flag bearer around the world for a well-built all-American 

small block engine.  

 

The C1, for its first full model year, had an inline six, but after that had a V8. The C2 also had a 
V8, as did the C3, the C4… you get the point. Look at another American icon, the Mustang, 
and all of a sudden in the early 2000’s, you were able to get one with a V6 in it. A few years 
later, the current base spec Mustang has a turbocharged inline four!  

The Corvette? 8 cylinders, 90 degree angle between the two banks, twin or quad pipes out 
the back of the car. A chugging rumble at idle that in older generations rocked the car gently, 
speaking to the fury available under your right foot.  
 
It is only in concessions made to the fact that the world will eventually run out of fossil 

fuels that an EV version of the Corvette for either the C9 or C10 generation is being con-
sidered. However, we’d put money on it that the battery stack would weigh as much as, 
and be placed in the same place as the V8 in the C8.  

                                                                                      From CORVSPORT 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossroads BBQ Pit and Pub 


