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Clinicians in Court
SECOND EDITION
A Guide to Subpoenas, Depositions, Testifying, 
and Everything Else You Need to Know
Allan E. Barsky, JD, MSW, PhD

“This well-polished second edition offers both seasoned clinicians and students an outstanding 
resource with which to prepare for any type of encounter with the legal system. Concise and 
well written, the book will be a welcome addition to any clinician’s library. It is certainly at 
the top of my list for required classroom reading.”
— Frank M. Dattilio, PhD, ABPP, Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School, and 
Department of Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine

Interacting with the legal system can be stressful and intimidating for mental health 
professionals. This trusted book provides user-friendly strategies to help clinicians prepare 
for testimony in court and other legal proceedings. Using vivid case scenarios, the author 
explains legal terms and offers practical suggestions for avoiding pitfalls and managing 
ethical dilemmas. Clear guidelines are presented for record keeping, responding to 
subpoenas, preparing reports, and performing effectively on the stand as a fact witness or 
expert witness. Reproducible agreements and other sample documentation can be 
photocopied from the appendices or downloaded and printed in a convenient 8½" x 11" size.
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