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Willow Ridge Civic Association 

www.wrca.info  

From the President’s Desk 

 

        Dear Friends and Neighbors 
 
 At November’s meeting, Jim Cwierley gave a presentation on a 
CERT Program (Community Education Response Training) for Willow 
Ridge residents.  This is a free multi-session training course beginning in 
February 2012, that will  provide residents a variety of skills to keep our 
neighborhood safe in the event of a disaster. Those skills include basic 
first aid, emergency preparedness, fire safety, and more.  For additional 
information, please contact Jim Cwierley at 525-1893 or  
willow.ridge.cert@gmail.com.  
  On Wednesday December 14, the Civic Association will be holding 
a special meeting to introduce Superintendent of Schools Anthony Day.  Mr. 
Day will be discussing how changes in Albany have impacted our school 
district; please make every effort to attend this very important meeting.  I 
also want to make mention of two more important events; the Holiday Light-
ing Contest and the Annual Wine Tasting; see the newsletter for additional 
information. 
  In closing, on behalf of the entire WRCA Board, I would like to 
wish everyone  a safe, happy, and healthy holiday season.  Our next meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday December 14 @ 7:30 p.m. at the Ellicott Creek 
Fire Hall. 

 Sincerely,     

 

Ed Goetz 

Ho-Ho-Ho 
Do You Know??  
 

… who will be the winner of this 
year’s lighting contest? Ten $25.00 
gift cards remain up for grabs as we begin this year’s challenge.  Deck 
your house with holiday trimmings and dazzle the judges who will be 
driving through the neighborhood on December 16, 17, & 18 choosing 
the winners.  Get creative in the holiday spirit with your neighbors and 
turn Willow Ridge into a fantasy land of lights and decoration. Who 
will win?   Ho-ho-who knows?  Maybe it will be you!    

 

 



Wind-in-the-Willows Page 2 

N

UFFALOUFFALO 

EHABEHAB 

ROUPROUP 

    Buffalo Rehab Group Physical Therapy, PC   

  
 

  
 
 
  

 
  
  

 “Rehab with Results for >20 years” 
…5 Greater Buffalo locations, including service to… 

  
    Tonawandas/ Wheatfield/                          Amherst/ Clarence/ 
 Grand Island/ Niagara Falls:                             Lockport: 

       213-0772                             568-1251 

www.buffalorehab.com 

  

  

~ specializing in orthopedic/ sports medicine/ vestibular care 
~ also offering: spinal decompression (at PT prices!!!) 
                        : aquatic rehabilitation 
~ call today for an appointment w/ or w/o MD referral 

 
 

  
The December 31st Deadline is fast approaching  

- Join or Renew NOW!!! 
 

Please take a moment today to choose your method of payment and complete the 2012 membership form in-
cluded in the October Wind-in-the-Willows: 
Payment via personal check:  Complete the invoice, make your check for $15.00 payable to Willow Ridge 
Civic Association, and return both in the envelope provided.  If you misplaced the envelope, the address is: 
 

 Willow Ridge Civic Association 
 PO Box 86 

 Amherst, NY 14226 
 

 Payment via PayPal (secure, on-line payment method): Go to www.wrca.info and follow the link to your inter-
active, On-Line, 2012 Membership Invoice.  On-line membership dues for 2012 are $15.00. 
If you are not a current PayPal subscriber, once you get to the payment screen, you may sign up for free. 
Your timely membership renewal ensures that the monthly Wind-in-the-Willows will be delivered to your 
home throughout 2012 and that the 2012 WRCA Di-

rectory will be delivered to you early in the new year.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

A Year Long Value  
for only $15.00  

 

 
 
 
Guest:  Superintendent of 
Schools Anthony Day.   
Topic:  How changes in 
Albany have impacted our 
school district. 

Don’t miss our guest 

speaker at the Dec. 14  

WRCA Civic Meeting 

at the Fire Hall! 

  Wednesday December 14 at the Fire Hall 
Featuring an informative discussion by  

Superintendent of Schools Anthony Day.   
A question and answer period will follow. 

All Welcome! 
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Joseph R. 
Battaglia  
Licensed Real Estate Professional 

voice-mail: (716)743-5610  
e-mail: 
 JoeHasHome4u@aol.com  

“Willow Ridge’s Hardest 

Working Realtor” 

“RESTORATIVE HEALING YOGA” 
 350 Greenhaven Terrace,    

Tonawanda, NY 14150               

(716) 836-3287 
 

Classes offered: 
•••• Yoga for Beginners 

•••• Gentle yoga for Seniors 

•••• Yoga for Arthritis 

•••• Yoga movements with breath awareness 

•••• Yoga for movement disorders 

••••  Yoga dance your soul  
 

Some benefits of practicing yoga are: 
- Building flexibility, balance & Alignment.  

- Increase mental focus with deep breathing. 

- Posture improvement, build bone density.  

- Helps with Arthritis, muscles & joints. 

- Helps with better sleeping patterns. 
 

Yoga is safe and effective for stiffness  

Of the body, pain of arthritis and joints. 

Stretch and lengthens the muscles and the 

Connective tissues that support the 

Joints.  Yoga is an invitation to explore,  

to let go and to celebrate who you are! 

               Walk-Ins are Welcome!    
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Providing Professional Landscaping 
Services for All Seasons 

 
Services include: 

• Landscape Design and Installation 

• Spring & Fall Lawn Clean-Up 

• Tree & Shrub Trimming 

• Landscape Renovation 

• Weekly Lawn Cutting 

• Snow Plowing 
 

Call Frederick Nugent or Rebecca 
Scamurra at 716.731.2287 for a  

Free Estimate! 

To Submit Articles for the Wind-in-the-Willows, email:  
wiweditor@gmail.com and be sure to put witw in the sub-
ject box; or place signed articles in porch box at 221 North 
Brier Road.  The deadlines for each month are located in 
the left margin on the front page of the newsletter.  

Neighborhood  

News 
Sympathy 

Neighbors and friends wish to send their sympa-
thies to Don Hillyard of Kaymar Dr. for the passing of his wife 
MaryAnn on October 30.  MaryAnn taught for the KenTon School 
District for 30 years and was an SPCA volunteer.  We will all miss 
MaryAnn and hope you find comfort in the memories of the many 
years you had together. 
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If a major disaster struck Willow Ridge today, 
would you be prepared?  Learn basic skills to 
keep your family and your neighbors safe 
with free training from the Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT). 
 A new class of CERT training, designed spe-
cifically for Willow Ridge residents, will be 
forming in February 2012.  
During this multi-session training course, 
you'll learn a variety of skills to keep you safe 
in the event of a disaster. Those skills include 
basic first aid, emergency preparedness, fire 
safety, and more. 
 For more information, please contact Jim 
Cwierley at 525-1893 or  
willow.ridge.cert@gmail.com. 

Amherst Baptist Church Wishes You and Yours A Blessed Holiday Season. 
We Invite You To Join Us For Our Special Christmas Services. 

 

 

Children’s Christmas  
Musical 

The Nativity Story 
December 18th @ 6:30 P.M. 

 

Christmas 

Day  

Service 

10:00 A.M. 

Christmas Eve  

Candle Light Service   

     6 P.M. 

 Willow Ridge Civic AssociationWillow Ridge Civic Association  

Amherst, NYAmherst, NY  
Presents a fundraiser 

“Wine Tasting Night”“Wine Tasting Night”“Wine Tasting Night”“Wine Tasting Night”    
Hosted by Mark Butler’s Sheridan Plaza Liquors 

Saturday January 28th    2012                     
 7pm-10pm - At Classics V 

$25 per person – includes wine tasting  
and appetizers 

Make checks payable to: 

Willow Ridge Civic Association 

Proceeds benefit WRCA and the 

Willow Ridge Playground Fund 

For Reservations, payment and mailing info con-

tact: 

Jim/Mary Ellen Prentice  691-8915 

Pat/Kathy Land   691-4613 

Ed/Debbie Goetz   691-7079 

***Availability is limited*** 

Be prepared for 

disasters with 

CERT training!!  



 

WRCA Minutes 
November 8, 2011 
President Ed Goetz called meeting to 
order at 7:35pm, Secretary Patty Dad-
dario,  Board Members,  Mark Ham-
mer, Dawn Cwierley, Carol Zaffram, 
John Valkwitch and Pat Land.  Com-
munity attendees included Cam Hill, 
Lynn Getzin,  Debbie Goetz, Tom Hal-
ter, Ron Smeller, Kathy Rappleye, An-
drew Rappleye, Julie Rappleye, Judith 
Moran and Jim Cwierley. 
President’s Report: 
A fence has been installed around gen-
erator.  Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts 
requested their WRCA allocated 
money.  The motion was made by 
Patty Daddario and seconded by Mark 
Hammer then board approved. 
Secretary Minutes: 
A motion was made by Pat Land to 
approve the secretary minutes from the 
October meeting.  Mark Hammer sec-
onded and board approval followed. 
Treasurer Report: 
Ed Goetz reported for Rick VonLan-
gen.  Income $4,130.00, expenses 
$3335.00 including the Halloween 
party and paying the insurance. The 
account balance is $9,377.00.  Mark 
Hammer made a motion to approve, 
seconded by John Valkwitch and board 
approval was granted. 
Membership Report: 
Lynn Getzin reported 403 members 
paid for 2012 so far.  She passed on an 
interested neighbor to potentially help 
out with children’s parties. 
Old Business:  
 Jane Siemen will no longer be the 
WRCA directory editor.  An e-mail 
was sent thanking Jane for her years of 
service and that a new direction was 
being taken for 2012.  Debbie and Ed 
Goetz will be coordinating the direc-
tory for next year, with Cam Hill con-
ducting the advertising.   
Many thanks for Debbie Goetz for 
keeping the Convenient store bulletin 
board up to date with WRCA informa-
tion! 
Next meeting Tony Day will be pre-
senting Sweet Home district budget 
plans.  It will be a presentation and 
then a question and answer period.  All 
residents are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.  Refreshments will be served. 
 

The board is in need of new board 
members for the 2012 year.  Please 
Neil Cuomo at 691-3014 or Cam Hill 
at 906-1118 if interested.  Any adult 
community member would be wel-
come! 
New Business: 
Jim Cwierley presented CERTprogram 
(Citizen Emergency Response Team) 
The program will be offered to inter-
ested neighbors whom would like to 
participate in an 8 week training course 
on to help neighbors during emergency 
situations such as the October Storm.  
The program would be fully funded by 
Niagara University through a grant. 
The class size is roughly 35-40.  If in-
terested in this program, please contact 
Jim Cwierley at 525-1893.  
Dawn Cwierley spoke with Amherst 
police about neighborhood watch pro-
gram and will be looking into having 
an officer come to a board meeting 
some time in 2012.  
Still looking for an individual or indi-
viduals to run the children’s Easter 
party and Halloween party.  If inter-
ested, please contact Patty Daddario 
691-6161. 
Holiday lighting contest judging will 
occur between December 16th and 18th. 
Committee Reports: 
The Halloween party was a success 
with a very large turnout of children 
and adults.  Megan Martin’s Girl Scout 
Troop ran the party with games, food 
and a bounce house.  They are  

returning $58.81 of unused money. 
The annual Wine Tasting event, 
hosted by Mark Butler’s Sheridan 
Plaza Liquors, will take place at 
Classics 5 on January 28th from 7-
10pm. The cost is $25.00 with pro-
ceeds benefitting WRCA and the 
Willow Ridge Playground Fund. 
For reservations, call Jim Prentice at 
691-8915. 
The Snowflake Dinner Dance will 
take place at Classics 5 on March 
3rd.  The cost is $70.00 per couple.   
Community open Forum: 
Discussed growing deer problem in 
Willow Ridge.   
Discussed abandoned Walmart 
building and how the leasing com-
pany is handling the situation. 
Adjournment: 
With no further items on the 
agenda, a motion was made by 
Carol Zaffram and seconded by 
Patty Daddario to adjourn at 
8:22pm.  The next meeting is 
Wednesday December 14th at the 
Ellicott Creek Fire Hall at 
7:30pm.  All Willow Ridge resi-
dents are welcome. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Patty Daddario 
Secretary 
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Instrument:  Premier Projec-
tor 8 piece drum set, good con-
dition, $475.00. 998-5690 

Classified  
 Classified is a service provided for the use of  Willow Ridge Civic 
Association members free of charge.  Please print or type your ad 
on a full-sized sheet of paper.  Sign your ad (not the envelope) and 
include your address and phone number.  Classified is not to be 
used for business purposes.   Deliver to 221 N. Brier and place in 
porch box, or email to wiweditor@gmail.com.    

Sweet Home Central School District 
of Amherst and Tonawanda 

Willow Ridge Elementary School   
480 Willow Ridge Drive  • Amherst, New York 14228 
(716) 250-1575  Fax  (716) 250-1585 

 
Dear Neighbors, 
 
Willow Ridge Elementary School is asking for your help.  We are on the lookout for used children’s books (ages 4-11). 
If you have books that you would like to donate to the school and the students we would happily accept them.  You could 
deliver them to the school between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. or if you wish the books could be collected from your house!  Thank 
you for your consideration.  Please feel to call the school at 250-1575 if you’d like to donate or if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 
David Lovering,  Principal 

For Sale 

 Exercise Equipment:  Pro-
Form Treadmill space saver 
$250.00; Barbell weights—
make offer. 998-5690 

 

Thank you 
The WRCA would like to thank Jane Sieman 
for her many years of dedication and hard work 
in her role as directory editor and her labors in 
and among the Willow Ridge community.  She 
was a master at keeping accurate records and 
handling the myriad of  details, and frequent 
changes within the neighborhood.  Through her 
efforts we enjoyed an accurate and informative 
directory each year.   Thank you Jane for your 
many years of service to Willow Ridge!    



Wind-in-the-Willows 
Willow Ridge Civic Association 
 
 

December                     
2011 

PRESORT STD 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT #862 

BUFFALO  NY 

CANS FOR CUBS 2012 Cub Scout Pack 173 will be holding our an-
nual pop can/bottle collection drive on Saturday, January 7, 2012 from 
10am—1pm.  Money earned from the returns will be donated to a chari-
table organization to be determined at a later date.  On Saturday, Janu-
ary 7, please leave your NY stamped returnable cans & bottles in a 
plastic bag on your front porch or driveway.  Our scouts and their par-
ents will be coming around to pick them up between the hours of 10am 
and 1pm.  You can also deliver them to 27 Jonathan Place, or call 691-
8713 to arrange a pickup.  Only NY stamped returnable pop/beer cans 
& bottles will be accepted (no recyclables or wine/liquor bottles).  Last 
year’s drive enabled us to donate $500 for a pathway brick in Roswell 
Park’s Walk of Life & Garden of Hope.  An additional $200 was do-
nated to the North Tonawanda Red Jackets (Don Miller Park).  

CUB SCOUT PACK 173 HOLIDAY CARD DELIVERY 
As a community service for Willow Ridge, Cub Scout Pack 173 will 
be delivering holiday cards throughout the community.  Drop off 
your cards into the collection bin that will be located at 733 Edge-
water Drive.  The bin will be available from Friday, No-
vember 25 up until 5 pm Thursday, December 8th.  All 
cards will be delivered by Sunday, December 18th.  Please 
make sure your cards are clearly labeled with the recipi-
ents name and street address.  For the safety of our scouts, 
we will only deliver to residential homes within Willow 
Ridge.  We regret that we cannot deliver to apartments, 
condos, the elder care facility or Ellicott Creek Drive North.   

The Snowflake 

Dinner Dance is on 

the horizon! 

March 3th 2012 

An evening out... 

Enjoy some time 

with friends and 

neighbors ! 


