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All Welcome! 
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WITW is May 9   
 

• Graduates (page 2) 
• Classified (page 2) 

Willow Ridge Civic Association 

From the Presidents Desk 
 

Hola Neighbors: 
     I write to you today as I am on vacation in Cancun.  The weather here is 
so beautiful. It makes me hope that summer comes early this year and lasts a 
little longer than usual.  As summer is rapidly approaching, there is one event 
we need help with.  National Night Out is in trouble of not happening this 
year.  We do not have anyone to chair the event.  If you would like to become 
involved in the neighborhood, this is your chance to step up.  We have a list 
of contacts and need someone to organize and coordinate all of the activities.  
Please contact me if you can help. 
   I would also like to thank Pat Land for organizing the clean-up of the ball 
diamonds at Willow Ridge School.  They look great and now are equipped 
with bases.  Thanks to all of you that helped.  Oops!  Time to go back in the 
pool.      
    See you soon!  
 
                          Jim Prentice  

www.wrca.info  

GRADUATION APPROACHES... 
It is hard to believe it, but another school year inches closer and closer 
to the end, and we want to be one of the first to congratulate our 2008 

graduates by listing them all in the next issue of the 
Wind-in-the-Willows.  After all, they are our own 
Willow Ridgers and we are duly proud of  them. In 
order to accomplish this we are again asking that 
you submit your graduate’s name, address, and 
graduating school (college or high school).  Include 
any accomplishments and/or goals for the future 
you wish.  To make the announcement extra special, 
be sure to include a signed “one-liner;” a message to 

your graduate.  Please type or print on a full sheet of paper and have it 
in to me by May 9 to insure the May edition.  If you are a bit late, sub-
mit it anyway and I will do my best to add it to the June issue.  If not it 
will appear in the July Wind-in-the-Willows. Drop off your announce-
ment in the box on my porch at 221 North Brier or email me a wiwedi-
tor@gmail.com.  Please keep in mind that although 
there are no more restrictions on length of an-
nouncement, some editing may become necessary.    
Come on, proud moms and dads!  Here’s your 
chance to show off your graduate! 
Debby VonLangen 
Editor             
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NClassified  Advertisements 
Editors Note: Classified is a service provided for the use of Willow Ridge Civic Association members free of charge.  Please 
print or type your ad on a full-sized sheet of paper.  Sign your ad (not the envelope) and include your address and phone num-
ber.    Classified is not to be used for business purposes.   Deliver to 221 N. Brier and place in porch box, or email to wiwedi-
tor@gmail.com.  Thank you.  
 

Willow Ridge Salutes the Graduates of 2008 
St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute 
   Eric Zapalowski will graduate from St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute on May 15, 2008.  He will attend Canisius Col-
lege for biology in the fall.  Eric, we are so proud of all your accomplishments!  Love, Mom, Dad, and Sara 
University of Buffalo 
   Congratulations to Michael Jasinowski of 161 Willow Green Drive who celebrates his graduation from the UB 
School of Management/Accounting.  We are so very proud of you Mike!  All those years of hard work will be paying 
off!  We wish you the best with your upcoming new job, and good luck on your CPA review this summer!  We love you, 
Mom, Dad, and Kelly 
SUNY Geneseo 
   Rebecca Laubenstein has graduated from SUNY Geneseo in elementary and special education and has been accepted 
into a Masters program in education.  Her parents, Pam and Eric, are proud of her accomplishments. 
Princeton University 
   Kara Smith-Laubenstein has graduated with her Masters in Divinity from Princeton University.  Her husband, Mat-
thew Laubenstein, is proud of her accomplishments.  Kara will be teaching in Baltimore in the fall. 
Sweet Home High School Graduates 
  Congratulations to Crystal P. May, from 832 Edgewater Dr. who graduates from Sweet Home in June.  Crystal, 
GREAT JOB!  We are all proud of you and all your accomplishments in high school, moving on to more challenges at 
Buffalo State College.  Congratulations!  Love, Dad, Mom, Brittany, Dean, Mary, Buster and your grandparents 
  Congratulations to Maris Bateman, 67 Westcliffe Dr., Sweet Home Class of 2008!  Good luck at Buffalo State, we 
love you.  Dad, Joanne, Kaeli, Gage, and Michael   
   Congratulations to Hayley Kate Jackson of 26 Dalewood Drive, who is graduating from Sweet Home High in June 
and aspires to be a teacher.  Hazer, good luck in everything you do.  Congratulations! We love you!      

For Sale: 
Automotive:  Hard Top Foldo cover for full size pickup truck, lock-
ing cover fits 6 1/2’ bed, cover came off 2006 Ford 150 STX pick up.  
$580 new, asking $380.00.  Ask for Paul @ 390-9422 
Household:  Books; all in new condition, one reader only, great au-
thors and wonderful reading, $2.00 ea.  691-3599  
Furniture:  Two tables, one oval with 2 solid wood chairs (painted 
white) the other drop leaf, all for $70. 00.  Great bargain.  691-3599 
Instrument:  Bundy Clarinet, used only six months, great shape!  
Asking $60.00.  564-2773  

Outdoor Playset:  Fort/Sandbox/Swing playset, hand made.  Built for 
$900.00, sell for $125., or b/o.  564-2773 
Wanted:   
Child Care Wanted:  to watch 2 boys, 8 & 5 years old, during the 
months of July and August, Monday and Wednesday, 8 a.m –1:30 pm; 
$8.00/hr.  Non-smoking, references required.  Jennifer @ 909-2220.  
Sports and Leisure: Fishing equipment—fly rods and reels, flies, 
spinning rods and reels, lures, hooks, sinkers.  Eric @ 691-8100. 
Sports and Leisure:  Boat—Boat anchor wanted, call Eric @ 691-
8100. 

THEODORE A, PURVIS, CPA  P 

 T 
 A 

Phone: (716) 864-2503 
Fax: (716) 691-4610 

E mail: tpurvis@buffalo.com 

15 Rumson Road 
Amherst, New York  14228 

Joseph R. Battaglia  
Licensed Real Estate Professional 

voice-mail: (716)743-5610  
e-mail: 
 JoeHasHome4u@aol.com  
 

“Willow Ridge’s Hardest Working Realtor” 
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School News 
   May 2008 
 1  PTSA Meeting, 7pm @ HS Library, HS; Chorus Pro-
gram, 7pm, WR                             
 2  Chorus Program, 7pm WR   
 3  SAT I & SAT II, 7:45am, HS    
 5  Alumni Mtg, 7:30pm @ NVCC; PTO Mtg, 7pm, MS     
 6  Annual District Budget Hearing & Study Session, 
7pm @ NVCC; BOE Meet the Candidates Night After 
Hearing; Stars Breakfast, 8am, 6:30pm, HS; PTO Mtg. 
7pm, WR; NYS Grade 4 Science Written Assessment     
 7  Superintendent’s Dinner & Forum @ Classics V Rest. 
5:30pm; Common Sense Parenting, 6:30-8:30pm @ 
NVCC; NYS Grade 8 Science Written Assessment       
 8  Grades 6-8 Orchestra Concert, 7:30pm @ MS Aud.    
9  Staff Appreciation Lunch, HS         
12  Elementary Gold Band, Elementary Gold Orchestra, 
Grades 7-8 Jazz Ensemble Concert, 7pm @ HS Aud; 
Teacher Appreciation Lunch,WR    
13  BOE Meeting, 7pm @ NVCC  
14  Common Sense Parenting, 6:30-8:30pm @ NVCC; 
Concert Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra Concert 7pm, 
HS; Heritage Heights Grade 5 Visit to MS, 9am      
15  Gr. 7 Girls Chorus, Gr. 8 Band Concert, 7:30pm, MS     
16  Breakfast of Champions, MS      
17  Junior Prom, 7-11pm @ Connecticut St. Armory, HS       
19 Ele. Blue Band, Ele. Blue Orch. Concert, 7pm @ HS   
20  Grade 7 Band, Grade 6 Jazz Ensemble, HS Jazz En-
semble Concert, 7pm @ HS Aud; Annual District Budget 
Vote Noon—9pm @ HS/NVCC   
21  Dollars for Scholars Meeting, 8am, DO; District Re-
tirement Reception, 4-6pm @ Classics V Rest, DO.; 
Common Sense Parenting, 6:30-8:30pm @ NVCC; Sym-
phonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble 
Concert, 7:30pm, HS; WR Grade 5 Visit to MS, 9am   
22  Women’s Chorus, Concert Chorale, Chamber Orches-
tra Concert, 7:30pm @ HS Aud; Glendale Grade 5 Visit 
to MS, 9am, MS 
23 MEMORIAL DAY RECESS—NO SCHOOL K-12  
26 MEMORIAL DAY RECESS- NO SCHOOL K-12 
27 PTA Council Meeting, 7pm @ HS Library, DO; 
Honors Banquet 6pm @ Banchetti’s, HS   
28  Common Sense Parenting, 6:30pm-8:30pm @ 
NVCC; Foreign Language Awards, 3pm @ HS Library; 
Grade 6 Chorus, Grade 6 Band Concert, 7:30pm @ MS 
Aud; Kindergarten Orientation, 9:15-10:30am    
29  Junior Awards, 3pm, HS; FBLA Banquet, 6pm,HS; 
Maplemere Gr 5 Visit to MS, 9am; Gr 6 Awards, 
3:30pm, MS; Gr 8 Girls Chorus, Grades 7-8 Boys Chorus 
Concert, 7:30pm @ MS    
Note:  “School News” is taken from the Dis-
trict Calendar.  Events subject to change. 
Please read school handouts and mailings.               

Willow Ridge Community  
Garage Sale 

Spring is around the corner and it is time to 
clear out the clutter.  The community garage 
sale dates are: 

May 16, 17, and 18, 2008 
Please note this is a change to Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday, from Thursday thru Satur-
day.  
  John Cowden will be making street maps of 
our community.  If you are planning to par-
ticipate in the ga-
rage sale, leave him 
a clear message 
(564-2789) with 
your address and he 
will mark that location on the maps to be 
handed out at several entrances to our area.    

COUPON CAN NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER   

CGS Lawn & Co. Inc. * P.O. Box 871 Williamsville, NY 14231-0871 
 EMAIL: CGSLAWN@gmail.com 

(716)570-1947 

“Serving the community ONE project at a time” 
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WRCA WEB PAGE  www.wrca.info 
Did you know that Willow Ridge has its own web page?  Go to www.wrca.info to discover the Willow Ridge Civic As-
sociation web page.  Explore the interesting components of Events, Wind-in-the-Willows, Photo Gallery, and 
Consumer Discounts.  Check on Links to discover associated organizations.  Upload, for posting your photograph 
of neighborhood events.  Click on the Registration link  to submit your e-mail address to receive advanced copies 
of the Wind-in-the-Willows and notices of special events and important meetings affecting our neighborhoodl. Get 
involved with your Civic Association through the WRCA Web Page.  www.wrca.info 

Garden Club Plant Sale 
A reminder for those who or-
dered plants: 

PICK UP ORDERS ON FRIDAY, 
MAY 9, 2008 

AFTER 10:00 A.M. AT: 
58 Willow Lane 

If you cannot pick up your order 
by 5:00 p.m. please  

have someone else pickup the 
plants. 

Neighborhood News 
Farewell 
Friends and neighbors on Willow Green Drive wish Ed and Marion 
Jones of 186 Willow Green a fond farewell and lots of luck in their 
new home in Williamsville.  They have been residents of  for 27 years 
in Willow Ridge and will be missed by many. 

 
 

GREAT 
HOMEOWNERS 

INSURANCE 
RATES. 

Call Jim McCormick for a   
competitive Quote        
 Walsh Duffield &  

M Insurance 
362-7317 

 
HOMEOWNERS/          

 AUTO/COMMERCIAL      
  LIFE/LONG TERM CARE When you buy another of equal or greater value 

 
Niagara Falls Blvd.     696-6160 

Sheridan Dr.   837-5551 
 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 5-31-2008 

Niagara Falls Blvd.     696-6160 
Sheridan Dr.   837-5551 

 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 5-31-2008 

Niagara Falls Blvd.     696-6160 
Sheridan Dr.   837-5551 

 
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 

Offer expires 5-31-2008 

Niagara Falls Blvd.     696-6160 
Sheridan Dr.   837-5551 

 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 5-31-2008 

When you buy another of equal or greater value 
 

Niagara Falls Blvd.     696-6160 
Sheridan Dr.   837-5551 

 

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers 
Offer expires 5-31-2008 

One Sub 

$ 3off $ 3off 
One Sub 

16 $ 49 16 $ 49 32 $ 99
Party Cheese Pizza 

& 50 Wings 
Large Cheese Pizza 

& 20 Wings 
Large Cheese Pizza 

& 20 Wings 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Committees and Activity Chairpersons            
                                                                                                   Octoberfest             Tom Halter                   691-5318 
Couples Bowling                                                                         Publicity                   Debbie Haendiges       691-5902   
Boat Cruise                   Ed Goetz                     691-7079           Scholarships            Bob Foladare               691-7272 
Directory                      Jane Sieman                564-0913           School Brd Liaison  Mike Morrow                 691-8031 
Garage Sale                 Helene Motyka            691-8682           Boy Scouts              Bob Sieman                 564-0913                         
Garden Club                 Virginia Winter             691-7704                                           Scott McNess               691-5621 
Historian                       Bob Lannen                 691-5270           Cub Scouts              Dan Harlack                 691-3006 
Holiday Lighting            Neil Cuomo                 691-3014                                            
Junior Recreation         John Cowden              564-2789           Girl Scouts               Karen Lambe               691-4817   
Ladies Bowling             Connie Holovics         691-9569            Sunshine                 Lee Baker                     691-5972 
Membership                  Kerri Jasen                  691-2472           Webmaster              Jack Baker                   691-5972 
National Night Out        OPEN                          Unlisted             Project Leader         Neil  Cuomo                 691-3014 
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A call to order was made by Jim Prentice at 7:37 p.m. to 
start the meeting of the WRCA Board for April.  In at-
tendance were President Jim Prentice, Vice President 
Bob Foladare, Secretary Clayton Cobb, Treasurer Ed 
Goetz, and   Board members Pat Land, John Radens, 
Joe Battaglia, John Cowden, and Jill Hagen.  Also in 
attendance was Kerri Jasen, to deliver membership 
funds, and in the gallery were Jack and Lee Baker, as 
well as Ben Procopio, who will do the independent au-
diting of the books again this year. The secretary’s min-
utes from the March meeting was reviewed and a mo-
tion was made to approve the minutes by Ed Goetz and 
a second was made by John Cowden, followed by a 
board approval. 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The treasurer’s report was brought forth by Treasurer 
Ed Goetz.  Mr. Goetz reported that all expenses for the 
period had been paid in full.  Ed also reported that addi-
tional expenses for the Easter party, the ball park up-
grade, scholarship monies and web page were distrib-
uted.  Ed gave the membership update with additional 
payments dropped off by Kerri Jasen that evening.  The 
projection for the membership should be reached by 
next meeting.  A motion was made by Bob Foladare to 
accept the report and a second was delivered by John 
Cowden and the report was approved.    
President’s Report: 
President Jim Prentice shared letters and calls he re-
ceived concerning potholes in the Bedford park parking 
lot, and around Kaymar and Sweetwood Dr.  He also re-
ceived complaints about the standing water on Chestnut 

(Continued on page 6) 

 
ATTENTION: ANY  

WILLOW  RIDGE RESIDENT 
WHO IS INTERESTED IN JOIN-

ING THE ELLICOTT CREEK 
VOUNTEER FIRE CO.  

MAY CONTACT  
THE FIRE CHIEF AT 

 691-7439   EXT. 230. 

 
FAMILY FUN RV RENTAL OF WNY 

 
Freedom from hotels, restaurants and airplanes. 

That’s Rving and that’s a real vacation 
 
 Ronald J. Smeller Jr. –Owner 

Amherst, New York 
(716) 698-3277 

rsmeller@buffalo.com 
www.familyfunrvrental.com 

 

See Clearly  
No Surgery! 

 
 

WAVEFRONT CORNEAL MOLDING TM  
 

Vision Care 
Center 

21 26 N. Falls Blvd  . Tonawanda 
www. BartelsVisionCare.com 

Dr David P. Bartels 
693-4606 

Bifocal contact  
lens available 

WRCA Meeting Minutes 
April 8, 2008 



Amherst Museum 
3755 Tonawanda Creek Rd, Amherst 
$5/Adults, $1.50/Children, Museum Members Free 
Open to Public Tuesday—Friday, 9:30a.m.—4:30 p.
m. Saturday-Sunday 12:30-4:30p.m. www.
amherstmuseum.org; 689-1440 
May 31; 10am—5pm:  Amherst Celebrates the Arts— 
Admission and parking are free.  A Family Festival for all 
ages showcasing Amherst’s varied and outstanding artisans 
and performers.  We are planning on-going programs 
throughout the day for the whole family offering free per-
formances, concerts, art demonstrations, theatre, dance, spe-
cial events and hands-on art activities!  Also, there will be 
special activities for the children.  Presented by Arts and 
Culture in Public Places Board of the Town of Amherst.  
For more information, contact Debbie Wixson at 632-2345.   
June 7:  Summer Exhibit—Exploring America’s Labor 
History-Presented by National Archives and Smithsonian 
Present Traveling Exhibition, features 86 photographs from 
the National archives focusing on the history of work in 
America and documenting work clothing, locales, condi-
tions, and conflicts.  The stop at the Amherst Museum is 
part of a 14-city national tour continuing through 2010, cre-
ated by the National Archives with the support of the Foun-
dation for the National Archives and is organized for travel 
by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service 
(SITES).     
Amherst Museum announces a new season of our Book 
Club, free to public.  The Amherst Museum Fiction Book 
Club meets the fourth Monday of each month to discuss fic-
tion, biographies, mysteries and more.  New members are 
always welcome.  A complete list of books selected by the 
club for 2008 is available by calling the Amherst Museum.  
Anyone wanting to attend is asked to contact librarian 
Toniann Scime at 689-1440 or at amuseum@adelphia.net to 
register.  Admission to the club is free, but advance registra-
tion is necessary.   

(Continued from page 5) 

Ridge and graffiti on the fences near Bedford park.  
John Radens agreed to conduct  research concerning 
the potholes.      
Membership Report: 
Kerri Jasen’s update was delivered by Ed Goetz during 
the treasurer’s report. 
Old Business: 
   Pat Land presented information on the upcoming 
event to revitalize the Bedford park ball fields.  The 
date for everyone to come out and help with more 
renovations is April 26 with a rain date of May 3.  The 
project will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Pat has requested shov-
els, wheelbarrows and weed whackers to help with 
clearing debris and grass. 
   Neil  Cuomo presented his findings from discussions 
with Home Depot over the garden center.  After in-
tense debate and careful consideration of all the facts 
the board approved to keep the current agreement with 
Home Depot.  The vote was not unanimous.  Mr. 
Cuomo will communicate with Home Depot that we 
will keep the 2nd Tuesday discount and review the 
garden center agreement when it comes to the table 
again.    
New Business: 
   The board has decided to invite guest speaker John 
Powers to the June meeting.  Mr. Powers is running for 
congress.  This is an opportunity to meet a candidate 
and ask questions.  The board in no way is endorsing, 
but is providing a venue for residents to find out more 
about potential leaders in our community. 
   Jack Baker brought forth an observation that Willow 
Green Dr. seems in need of repair.    
Committee Reports: 
   Garage Sale:  John Cowden is the chairperson for the 
garage sale.  Call John for details. 
   Summer Picnic:  Neil Cuomo is the chairperson for 
this event.  Look for more details in the next newslet-
ter.   
   National Night Out:  Jim Prentice shared that there is 
still no one interested in being the chairperson for the 
event.  Time is going by fast and we need someone to 
step up and take over. 
Adjournment:  
A call to adjourn the meeting was brought by Bob 
Foladare and a second was offered by Pat Land.  The 
board adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
 

Buffalo Rehab Group Physical Therapy, PC 
350 Greenhaven Terrace (the old Library) 

- stop on by 
for a tour or 

free screening 
to see if PT 
could help 

you feel, func-
tion, or per-
form better 

“Rehab with Results” 

213-0772 
Call to get information on  our FREE lecture series (attend once or 

as many classes as you would like) 

orthopedic, sports, 
balance safety, &  

vestibular  
rehabilitation 

- accepting most insur-
ances including: 
Medicare; 

BCBS; IHA; 
Univera; Empire 

Tricare; NF; 
Compensation 
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To the Members of the  
Willow Ridge Civic Assoc. 

Don’t forget to take advantage of the numerous 
coupons this year in the 2008 directory.  Take a 
look at the following advertisers that have in-
cluded some great coupons in the back of the di-
rectory: 
Allstate Insurance Co. * Amherst Pizza & Ale 

House* Anderson’s * Boulevard Optical * 
Capital Fence Co. *  Dr. Donald Wagner * 

Family Fun RV Rental of WNY * fit for HER 
Life, Matt.6:33 * Franco’s Pizza * Hagen Chi-
ropractic * Herbalife * Ink & More * John & 
Mary’s *  Leo Brennon Top Soil * Logics Hair 

Salon * Midas Muffler * Ortner’s Garage 
Doors & Electric Openers * Realty USA * Sam 
Smith School of Dance * Shannon Pub * Shear 
Review * Sunset Plumbing & Heating * Sweet 
Home Federal Credit Union *  The Original 

Pizza Shack * Walsh Duffield & M Insurance *  
Willow Ridge Convenient * Wm. C. Rott & 

Son  

Wind-in-the Willows  
Advertising Rates 

               

Whole Page              $150.00  
Half Page                    $90.00 
Quarter Page             $50.00 
Eighth Page               $30.00 
 

10% discount  with a 12 month commit-
ment. WRCA members can save an ad-
ditional 10%. For more info. contact 
Cam Hill @ 481-4310 

To Submit Articles for the Wind-in-the-
Willows, submit to wiweditor@gmail.com 
and be sure to put witw in the subject 
box; or place signed articles in porch box 
at 221 North Brier Road.  The deadlines 
for each month are located in the left 
margin on the front page of the newslet-
ter.  
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Buffalo, N.Y. 

Attention Willow Ridge!  
Please help!  Time is run-

ning out!  The WRCA 
Board is looking for some-

one to chair this year’s 
National Night Out Event 

in August.  If you are inter-
ested in rescuing this fine 
tradition from not happen-

ing for the first time in 
many years in Willow 
Ridge, please call Jim 
Prentice, 691-8915 for  

information.   

Save the Date 
Tuesday, June 10 

7:30 p.m. 
   This save the date notice is from  

your WRCA Board.   
   At the June WRCA meeting, which is open to all 
residents, democratic hopeful for U.S. Congress in 
our 26th congressional district, Jon Powers, will be 
present to meet with our neighbors and answer ques-
tions.  Jon is a veteran of the Iraqi War, and returned 
to Iraq, on his own, to work with children.  But he is 
about a lot more than the US occupation of Iraq. 
   This is a rare opportunity for us to spend quality, 
almost one-on-one time with someone who has a 
very good chance to be our next congressman.  You 
can ask questions about:  the economy, environment, 
national debt, health care, gun control, social secu-
rity, education, and whatever else is important to 
you.  You’ll have the chance to look into his eyes, 
and judge the sincerity and character of his beliefs. 
  Please, the board is encouraging all Willow Ridgers 
to attend; and maybe there will be coffee and donuts, 
too!     


