
-  CELEBRATING 35  YEARS -

Ninth Cania Family Visiting Artists

Saturday, October 5, 2024 at 3:00 pm
Snell Music Theater  SUNY Potsdam

https://cpspotsdam.org


PLEASE SILENCE ALL MOBILE DEVICES BEFORE THE 
PERFORMANCE BEGINS.

PHOTOGRAPHY OR RECORDING OF ANY PERFORMANCE 
IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE 

MANAGEMENT.

FOR ACCESSIBILITY ASSISTANCE, PLEASE NOTIFY THE BOX 
OFFICE IN ADVANCE OF THE START OF THE PERFORMANCE.

FIRE NOTICE: IN THE EVENT OF A FIRE, WALK TO THE EXIT 
NEAREST TO THE SEAT YOU OCCUPY AND LEAVE THE 

BUILDING IMMEDIATELY.

Ninth Cania Visiting Artists

AMERICAN PATCHWORK QUARTET

October 5, 2024 at 3:00 PM

SNELL MUSIC THEATER
SUNY POTSDAM, POTSDAM, NEW YORK

Harini Raghavan is performing in place of APQ member Falguni Shah for this performance

- Musical program will be called from the stage -

Season Underwriters

Clay Ross
Harini (Rini) Raghavan
Clarence Penn
Yasushi Nakamura

Guitar/Vocals
   Vocals/Violin

Drums
Bass

https://potsdam.edu
http://potsdam.edu
https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/crane-school-music


FROM THE COMMUNITY 
PERFORMANCE SERIES 
DIRECTOR

Celebrating the 35th Season of 
Community Performance Series

Thank you for choosing to spend part 
of your day with us. It is truly an honor 
to serve as a connection point for our 
SUNY Potsdam students and regional 
community members to enjoy the work 

of brilliant musicians, performers and artists right here on these stages. 

Sharing live performances together is a poignant reminder of how essential 
art and creative expression are to our collective human experience. As an 
integral part of this experience, your presence here helps create the energy 
only an in-person concert provides. 

The work and intentionality that American Patchwork Quartet brings to 
stages around the country, remind us of the powerful way that music creates 
connection and bridges the divides so often found in our world today. I 
remain grateful to the musicians and artists who create spaces for us to 
connect to the world more fully, more deeply and with a humbling gratitude 
that grounds us in this one wild and precious life. 

We hope you enjoy our culminating Fall performance and that we’ll see you 
back at a one of the many fantastic events here at SUNY Potsdam. Thank 
you for keeping the enriching beauty of live music alive in our community.

With appreciation,

Vanessa N. Vaverchak

A note of special gratitude to CPS Founder, Sal Cania, as we celebrate 35 seasons of the 
Community Performance Series. I am personally thankful for his foresight, entreprenuerial 

spirit and continued mentorship. Thank you to Lisa, Sal and the entire Cania family for their 
unwavering support and generosity, which makes tonight’s performance possible. 

“It is the special province of music to move the heart” - Johann Sebastian Bach

https://cpspotsdam.org


Listen. Create. Inspire.
potsdam.edu/crane

 

https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/crane-school-music


Community Performance Series
-  CELEBRATING 35  YEARS -

IN RESIDENCE AT SUNY POTSDAM SINCE 1989, COMMUNITY PERFORMANCE 
SERIES IS A COLLEGE-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP THAT PRESENTS DISTINCTIVE 

AND RENOWNED PERFORMING ARTS EVENTS IN NORTHERN NEW YORK.

CPS Staff
Vanessa Vaverchak

Meghan Stever
Director
Assistant Director

CPS Interns
Zoey Armstrong ‘28 

Dana Butcher ’26
Charlie Champion ’25

Julia Ellison ‘28
Ryan Holahan  ’26   

Ethan Hurst ’26
Michael Wong ’26

Box Office Associate
Stage Manager
Box Office Associate
Box Office Associate
Stage Manager
LoKo Arts Coordinator
Box Office Manager & Youth Programming Coordinator

Special Thanks to:
Our generous sponsors and donors whose gifts make incredible 

performances like these possible.

PACES Catering   |  SUNY Potsdam Office of College Advancement
Volunteer Ushers, Stage & Support Crew

Backline & Sound Assistance provided by Atomic Pro Audio -North Clarendon, VT

Crane School of Music, especially:
Interim Dean, Dr. David Heuser | Interim Associate Dean, Dr. Nils Klykken

Crane Facilities: Dr. Matthew Gatti ’10 & Josh Barkley ’21
Ryan Mix, Senior Piano Technician ‘04

Faculty Members: Dr. Casey Grev, Associate Professor: Saxophone Dr. Timothy 
Sullivan, Professor: Music Theory & Composition; Dr. Kathleen Miller, Assoc. Professor: 

Voice;  Emma Gierszal, Asst. Professor: Percussion; Dr. Matthew Dunne, Adjunct 
Instructor: Guitar; and John Geggie, Adjunct Instructor: String Bass

CPS Advisory Board
Founding Director: Sal Cania, Jr. ’79

 Zach Barstow
Dr. Robin Collen

Salvatore Cania ’79

Josh Barkley ’21
Jerry Manor ’78

Mona Ouimet Vroman ’85

Advisory Board Members



Grasse River Players will be performing three short scenes and a 
monologue as part of SLCCHC’s 2024 Readers’  Theatre!

Performances Include:
“I’m Herbert” Directed by Carole Berard. Read by Jim Fryer and Jennifer Blewett.
“The Last Can” Directed by Jeannie Blake. Read by Casey Sweeney and Vania Falen.
“The Best Daddy” Directed by Casey Sweeney. Read by Ryan Hewer and Jeannie Blake.
“The Mirror Within” Directed and read by Jeannie Blake.

Grasse River Players started in 1974 with a small group of theater lovers in Canton 
wanting to build an outlet for creativity. Now, fifty years later, this homegrown band of 
performers continues to bring community theater to the region. We are lucky to have 
the whole of the North Country as our theatre space – Pickens Hall, Edwards Opera 
House, The Russell Theatre, Remington Museum, college stages, churches, high school 
auditoriums, and restaurants. We produce musicals, plays, revues, murder mysteries, 
and readers’ theatre.

Click Here to Register Online

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/y3vt9eb



CPS WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SPONSORS WHO 
MAKE THESE EVENTS POSSIBLE.
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Sponsors

Suggest future guest artists and share your 
feedback about this concert with us!

Take our quick, 5-question survey at 

https://forms.office.com/r/VwbUVty6bC 

or scan the QR code to the right

http://potsdam.edu
https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/crane-school-music
https://forms.office.com/r/deuh9J2w2n

https://forms.office.com/r/VwbUVty6bC
https://www.northcountrynow.com/
https://www.stewartsshops.com


- SAVE THE DATE: TICKETS ON SALE SOON! -

Sat, Apr 5, 2025 at 7:30 pm
HOSMER HALL

cpspotsdam.org

CPSCommunity Performance Series

-  CELEBRATING 35  YEARS -

43rd Annual McElheran Visiting Artists

Watch them sing a 
Disney Showstopper 
Medley!



Looking to support the Community Performance Series through a 
corporate sponsorship, legacy or estate gift? 

Set up a one-on-one meeting with Director, Vanessa Vaverchak, to 
explore how your generosity can sustain and expand our programs.

Find her in the lobby after the show or reach out at:  
315-267-2612 or vavercvn@potsdam.edu

$10,000+
Salvatore & Lisa Cania

Dr. Michael & Barbara Maresca

$5,000+
Michael & Edith Frazer

Drs. Judith & John Ranlett

Stewart’s Shops

$1,000+
Anonymous

$100-$999
Anonymous

Nikki Coates & Associates LLC

Kelly Crosbie

Betsy Hodge

Robert M. Shurtleff

David & Mona Ouimet Vroman

Suzanne Ferfuson-Waters

up to $100
Anonymous

Anonymous

Lacie Castile

Danielle Edwards

Hailey Hodge

Marilee Hodge

Holly Fisher

Contributions from 

July 1, 2024-Sep 30, 2024

Recipient of a 2024 State Community Regrants award 
through the New York State Council on the Arts with 

the support of the Office of the Governor and the 
New York State Legislature, and administered by the 

St. Lawrence County Arts Council.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
OUR GENEROUS DONORS

For more information and to 
make your gift in support of 

our programming, please visit 
CPSpotsdam.org

Scan to Donate!

Thank you for your 
generosity

mailto:vavercvn@potsdam.edu
https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/5335/donations/new
https://cpspotsdam.org


The SUNY Potsdam Alumni Association is proud to welcome new members 
into the alumni family each year as our students graduate. Shared experiences 

at SUNY Potsdam and during the years following graduation keep our 
community strong, throughout generations and no matter the distance. 

We love connecting with our alumni and friends! 
Visit potsdam.edu/alumni to complete the Connection Form today!

Save the Date!
We’d love for you to join us for a festive evening 
at our annual Candlelight Concert and a warm 
Holiday Gathering at the President’s house 
before the show. It’s the perfect way to celebrate 
the season with friends and fellow alumni!
November 24, 2024
1:30pm to 2:30pm | Concert at 3 pm
More details coming soon!

Join us July 10-13 for Reunion 2025

Is your affinity group celebrating a milestone 
Reunion in 2025, or just looking to organize 
an event? Email alumni@potsdam.edu by 
November 1, 2024 to be considered for our 
Reunion 2025 schedule.

https://www.potsdam.edu/alumni-friends
https://www.potsdam.edu/alumni-friends
mailto:alumni@potsdam.edu


ABOUT AMERICAN PATCHWORK QUARTET

	 American Patchwork Quartet (APQ), led by multi-Grammy 
award-winning guitarist/vocalist Clay Ross, binds timeless American folk 
songs with jazz sophistication, country twang, West African hypnotics, 
and East Asian ornamentation. APQ’s sound is a masterful confluence of 
tradition and innovation, transcending culture, politics, and ideology.

A southern-born roots music aficionado, Ross is also the founder of the 
world-renowned Gullah group Ranky Tanky. In APQ, Ross intertwines 
with other Grammy-winning artists: Falguni Shah, an eleventh-generation 
Hindustani classical vocalist, Moto Fukushima, an internationally acclaimed 
Issei jazz bassist, and Clarence Penn, a drumming protégée of Ellis Marsalis 
whose fibers were honed by African American church traditions.

APQ resonates as a potent symbol of unity in diversity. It stands testament 
to the notion that, from a collage of varied backgrounds, a coherent and 
beautiful whole can be fashioned. Mirroring America’s cultural mosaic, 
APQ stitches together a story that’s both intricate and resilient. The fabric 
of their music is genuine—it neither feigns tolerance nor presents an overly-
embellished image of unity. Instead, each carefully chosen piece dives deep 
into America’s patchwork soul and shares the joys, sorrows, and unwavering 
hope of a nation crafted by shared dreams and diverse histories. 

Far from being a haphazard collection of musical scraps, APQ is a 
deliberately designed homage to America’s past and a showcase of its 
dynamic present. It beckons listeners to meditate upon our shared identity 
and relish in the musical threads that bind us. Just as an intricately designed 
quilt becomes a cherished family heirloom, when the distinct patterns 
of APQ’s music align in perfect harmony, the result is both a blanket of 
warmth and a timeless treasure. 

For more info: www.americanpatchworkquartet.com



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Clay Ross is a 2x Grammy Award-winning artist and the founder of the 
Billboard chart-topping band Ranky Tanky. A native of South Carolina, Ross 
moved to NYC in 2002 and has since collaborated with artists as diverse 
as Gregory Porter, Snarky Puppy, and Bobby McFerrin. Winning multiple 
grants through the U.S. State Department, he has toured worldwide as a 
Cultural Ambassador. 
www.clayross.com

Clarence Penn is a three-time Grammy Award-winning drummer, composer, 
producer and educator who works both as an in-demand collaborator and a 
leader of his own ensembles. With keen interpretations on global styles, he is 
a highly sought after and “inexhaustibly creative” drummer (New York Times).
www.clarencepenn.com

Harini (Rini) Raghavan, is one of New York’s great talents in Indian 
classical and film music. She is both a dynamic singer and expressive Carnatic 
violinist. Born in Chennai and trained in Indian Classical from a very young 
age, she moved to the United States to attend Berklee School of Music, 
graduating with a major in Electronic Production and Design. She has 
performed and recorded with Grammy winning artists such as A.R.Rahman 
and composed music for the trending Indian Netflix show ‘The Fame Game.”
https://www.rinimusic.com/

Yasushi Nakamura has been called “one of the most commanding voices 
on bass today” by Jazz-Blues.com and is known around the world for his 
imaginative melodies and solid blues foundation. Nakamura was born in 
Tokyo, Japan and moved to the United States as a child. He received a BA in 
Jazz Performance from Berklee School of Music in 2000, and was awarded 
a full scholarship to The Juilliard School for his Artist Diploma in 2006. 
He has since toured the world and collaborated with artists such as Wynton 
Marsalis, Cécile Mclorin Salvant, and Dave Douglas among others. 
https://www.yasushinakamurabass.com/



The Red Barn
10 Raymond Street 
Potsdam • 315-274-9380 | NorthCountryChildrensMuseum.org

Enjoy changing daily activities, 
camps, classes and events 

as well as our interactive exhibits!

Interactive Digital Wall
Construction Zone • Kids Co-op and Bakery

Adirondack Water Play
Maple Tree Puppet Theater and more!

OPEN 
Wed.-Sun

10am - 5pm

A SPECIAL THANKS TO BRICK & MORTAR MUSIC FOR THEIR ANNUAL 
SUPPORT OF THE INSTRUMENT PETTING ZOO PROGRAM AND 

COMMITMENT TO MUSIC EDUCATION IN THE NORTH COUNTRY!

https://northcountrychildrensmuseum.org/
https://www.bandmm.com/


Join us for these upcoming productions by 
The Department of Theatre and Dance at SUNY Potsdam:

Student Choreographer’s Concert
Dance Theatre, Performing Arts Center

Thu, Fri & Sat Nov 30 - Dec 2, 2023 at 7:30 pm
Sun, Dec 3, 2023 at 2:00 pm

Informal Dance Concert
Dance Theatre, Performing Arts Center 

Wed, Dec 6 at 7:30 pm

Informal Theatre Performance
Black Box Theatre, Performing Arts Center

 Thu, Dec 7, 2023 at  7:30 pm

All events are free  and open to the public.

Tickets at the door, 30 minutes before showtime.

Join our organizational friend TAUNY at one of 
its upcoming Fall 2024 Public Programs

$ Traditional Arts in Upstate
New York programs are made

possible by 
the New York State Council

on the Arts with the support
of the Office of the Governor

and the New York State
Legislature.

INDICATES AN ONLINE PRE-
REGISTRATION FOR EVENT/WORKSHOP 

OR PURCHASE 
AT THE DOOR 

IF NOT SOLD OUT

*Free Programs Do Not Require
RegistrationScan Me to Register

THE TAUNY CENTER
53 MAIN ST. CANTON, NY 13617

TAUNY.ORG - (315) 386-4289

FALL & WINTER 2024

$ Traditional Arts in Upstate
New York programs are made

possible by 
the New York State Council

on the Arts with the support
of the Office of the Governor

and the New York State
Legislature.

INDICATES AN ONLINE PRE-
REGISTRATION FOR EVENT/WORKSHOP 

OR PURCHASE 
AT THE DOOR 

IF NOT SOLD OUT

*Free Programs Do Not Require
RegistrationScan Me to Register

THE TAUNY CENTER
53 MAIN ST. CANTON, NY 13617

TAUNY.ORG - (315) 386-4289

FALL & WINTER 2024

https://tauny.org/


UPCOMING LOKO ARTS EVENT:
Musical Theatre Showcase

Save the Dates! April 3 & 4, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.
Location TBD

Featuring a range of free, public events highlighting the beauty 
and complexity of the visual, language and performing arts. 

Performances, workshops, visiting artists and more.

SUNY Potsdam faculty, staff or students can apply now for LoKo 
Festival project grant funding: visit potsdam.edu/loko for 

information and details.



Volunteer with Us!
Thursdays 2-4 pm
Log 10 hours for a 

WISER shirt!

Open Mon-Fri
8 AM to 6 PM

Public is Welcome


https://potsdam.edu/loko
https://potsdam.edu/loko
https://www.potsdam.edu/academics/AAS/depts/bio/wiser-center


A full-service real estate agency 
with decades of experience
helping buyers and sellers 

achieve their goals

30 Main Street
Potsdam, NY 13676

315-265-4303

A full-service real estate agency 
with decades of experience
helping buyers and sellers 

achieve their goals

30 Main Street
Potsdam, NY 13676

315-265-4303

SERIES UNDERWRITERS: MEDIA SPONSOR:

OCTOBER 28, 2022
SNELL THEATER

38th Annual McElheran Visiting Artist Series

Akropolis Quintet

http://www.ncoatesrealty.com/

