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ad hoc for this purpose ƂŦƆƃŒ�ŗƒœźƄƃ�Ŗŧƍó��ŒŦƋ�¾ŞŊ�ƇƆ 

amicus curiae friend of the court 

����ƑƆœƆŰºƈƗŒ�¾ŤťřƆƃŒ�������ŭŤºŬ�ƍºƋ�ƍ
��������œºƋŧŲƈ�Ƒż�ŇťŕƃŒ�ťŶŕ�ƎƍŵťƃŒ�Ƒż�¾Ťťřƒ

��Ɗƃ�žš�ŲŽšƃ��������ƇƍƈœƀƃŒ�Ƒż�ƊƒƄŵ�žƄűƒ�ƍ
��ŗƆƂšƆƃŒ�žƒťŮ�ƑƈœƆƍŧƃŒ 

bona fide in good faith 
���ŗƒƈƃŒ�ƇŪš�����Ũƍºšƒ�ƐŦºƃŒ�ŭŤŬƃŒ�¾śƆ

ƙ�ƐŊ�ŗƒƈ�ƇŪšŕ�ĹƙƍƀƈƆŔšœŮ�Ɗƃ�ƅƄŶƒ���� 

corpus delicti 
"body of the crime" - material 
evidence that crime has occurred 

���ŗƆƒŧŞƃŒ�ƅŪŞ���ŇƑŬºƃŒ�����ƐŦºƃŒ�ƐťœºƆƃŒ�
�����ƍŊ�ŗƆƒŧŞƃŒ�ƊƒƄŵ�ŘŶſƍƊřŕƀŵŊ�ó���ŗºśŞƂ�

�������žƒŧš�ŗƆƒŧŞ�œƌřŽƄŤ�¾ŨƈƆ�œƒœƀŕ�ƍŊ�¾ƒřƀƃŒ
ťƆŶƃŒ� 

cui bono good for whom, i.e., who benefits? Œ�ťƒŽřŪƆƃ��ĹƚśƆ�ƑőœŰƀƃŒ�ƅƂšƃŒ�ƇƆ��� 
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de facto according to the fact or deed �ƊƆƂš�ƍŊ�ŴſŒƍƄƃ�Ĺœƀŕű��

de jure according to the law �ƇƍƈœƀƃŒ�ƅƂšŕ 

et uxor and (his) wife �ƊřŞƍŨ�ƍ 

ex officio by virtue of the office held �ŗŽƒŲƍƃŒ�ƅƂšŕ 

ex post facto 
a new law applied retroactively to a 
deed already done 

����ƑŶŞŧ�ŧśŊ�ƍŦ�������ƑƈƍƈœºƀƃŒ�ŻŧºŶƃŒ�ƎŧŞ
����ŧºŬœŕƆ�ŧśŋºŕ�ťƒťŞƃŒ�ƇƍƈœƀƃŒ�žƒŕűř�ƏƄŵ
�������ŖťƒŧŞƃŒ�Ƒż�ŖŧŬœŕƆ�ŖŧŬƈ�ťŶŕ�Ɗƀƒŕűř�ƐŊ

���Ƈƍť�ŗƒƆŪŧƃŒ������ƏƄŵ�ƑŶŞŧ�ŧśŊ�Ɗƃ�ƇƍƂƒ�ƇŊ
ƅƒťƀƃŒ�ƇƍƈœƀƃŒ�Ƒż�ƅř�ƍ�žŕŪ�œƆ��� 

habeas corpus 
you may have the body (writ 
requiring party be brought to court 
promptly) 

�ŗººƆƂšƆƃŒ�ƅœººƆŊ�ƅƌřººƆƃŒ�ŧœŰººšō�ŧººƆŊ
�ƑŽŪŶřƃŒ�¾œƀřŵƙŒ�ƇƆ�ƉŦœƀƈō�ƍ�ƊřƆƂœšƆƃ 

mala fide in bad faith ŗƒƈ�ŇƍŪŕ 

in flagrante 
delicto 

in the act 
����ŠƄűŮƆƃŒ�ŒŦƌŕ�ťŮƀƒ�����ƅƌřºƆƃŒ�űŕºŰ�Əƃō

�ŗƆƒŧŞƃŒ�ŔœƂřŧœŕ�ĹœŪŕƄřƆ 

in prope persona 
in one's own person - without a 
lawyer 

����ƊŮºŤŬŕ�ŧƍŰšƃŒ�������ƍŊ�ƑŵťºƆƃŒ�ƇŊ�ƐŊ
��������ƊŪºŽƈŕ�ŇœŰºƀƃŒ�ƅœƆŊ�¾śƆ�ƊƒƄŵ�ƑŵťƆƃŒ

ƅœšƆ�¾Ƃƍƒ�ƇŊ�Ƈƍť��� 

ipso facto by the very deed 
����ƑƈƍƈœƀƃŒ�ŻŧŮřƃŒ� ƅƂšŕ�����ŗŕƌƃŒ�ƍ�ŴƒŕƃœƂ

�ŇŒŧŬƃŒ�ƍ����ţƃŒ��� 

modus operandi manner of working, operating 
��� ŇŒŧŞō�ŔƍƄŪŊó������ŇƑºŬ�¾ºƆŵ�žºƒŧű����

��ŗƆƂšƆƃŒ�ƅœƆŊ�ƎƍŵťƃŒ�Ŵżŧ�ŔƍƄŪŋƂ��� 

nolo prosequi 
"I don't wish to prosecute" (will 
drop all parts of a lawsuit) 

�������ƄºŮŒƍƆ�Ƈºŵ�ŇœŵťƗŒ�ƍŊ�ƑŵťƆƃŒ�ƑƄŤřŗ�
�ŗƆƂšƆƃŒ�ƅœƆŊ�ƎƍŵťƃŒ 



nolo contendere I will not contend (plea equal to 
admission of guilt but allows 
recourse to deny the matter in 
subsequent proceedings) 

�Ɗƒƃō�ťƈŪƆƃŒ�ƅŧŞƃœŕ�ƅƌřƆƃŒ�ŻŒŧřŵŒ 

non compos 
mentis 

not of sane mind 
���¾ƀŶƃŒ�¾řŤƆ��������űœƀºŪƗ�ŻœƂ�űŧŬ�ƍƋ�ƍ
�Ɗƈŵ�ŗƒƄƋƕŒ�� 

obiter dictum 
a judicial opinion not binding on 
other courts 

���������ŇœºƈśŊ� Ɗºƈŵ�ŧťŮºř�ƑřƃŒ�ƑŰœƀƃŒ� ŇŒŧŊ
����ƎƍŵťƃŒ�Ƒż�¾ŮŽƃŒ�������ŗºƆŨƄƆ�ŧŕřŶř�ƙ�ƍ

ƎŧŤƕŒ�ƅƂœšƆƄƃ��� 

onus probandi burden of proof �ŘœŕśƗŒ�ŇŔŵ��ƏŵťŒ�ƇƆ�ƏƄŵ�Ŵƀƒ�ƐŦƃŒ� 

per se in itself �ƊřŒŦ�ťš�Ƒż 

prima facie at first sight �ŧƋœŲƃŒ�Śƒš�ƇƆ 

pro forma as a matter of form only �¾ƂŬƃŒ�Śƒš�ƇƆ�ƐŧƍŮ 

pro tempore (pro 
tem) 

for the time being, temporarily �ĹœřſŌƆ 

sine die 
without a specific date set for 
reconvening 

�ƏƆŪƆ�¾ŞŊ�ŧƒźƃ 

 


