
 

In response to our request to the members this past spring for additional help on 

the rental team, the lovely Carmen Visconti, to our delight, was willing to give 

the team a try. She has been communicating with and meeting members of the 

Deland community. This has resulted in scheduled events to help the GC offset 

the costs of maintaining our building. 

 

We would like to ask for a few more volunteers to join the rental team. Right 

now, we work in teams of 2.  Ideally, we would love to form a third team to 

help us with our duties.   

 

Please come and join us.  You will have the opportunity to meet wonderful peo-

ple in our community and be a part of helping them initiate special events in 

their lives. 

 

For more information please contact Norma Thomas 

at 941-993-0957 or nojoto11@gmail.com. 
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            Hello fellow Gardeners and Readers, 

The book for the September Garden Club Book Club is “Backyard Bird Chronicles” by Amy 

Tam. Goodreads states: “Tracking the natural beauty that surrounds us, “The Backyard Bird 

Chronicles” maps the passage of time through daily entries, thoughtful questions, and beauti-

ful original sketches by the author. With boundless charm and wit, Amy Tan charts her foray 

into birding and the natural wonders of the world. We can easily apply our birding experiences 

with the species endemic to  

Florida. 

 Hope to see you on the 3rd Thursday 9/17/26 in the Clubhouse at 1pm. All are 

welcome. 

                                            Peace,   Chris Nott & Sara Zollinger   (see page 1 for book cover) 
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Invasives in Our Gardens by Dorothy Caldwell 
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First let’s review what we went over in the 

spring and for our new members this may 

be new information. 

Here in Florida, we have 4 Invasive Weed 

lists.  The Federal Noxious Weed List, The 

Florida Noxious Weed List, The Florida In-

vasive Species Council (FISC) Plant List 

and The UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-

Native Plants. The Florida Federation of 

Garden Clubs (FFGC) decided a few years 

ago to use the FISC list as their go to inva-

sive species list. Not all the lists agree on 

the invasive classification of individual 

plants, and for Master Gardeners who are 

trained by UF/IFAS but are members of a 

Garden Club that is part of FFGC this some-

times presents confusion. 

 With this in mind we will be looking at 

Porterweed. The good one, the very bad 

one and then there is the mysterious third 

type of Porterweed. 

Let’s start off with the 

good Porterweed. It is 

native and its formal 

name is 

(Stachytarpheta ja-

maicensis). The Flor-

ida Native Plant Soci-

ety has started calling 

this plant Trailing 

Porterweed so as not 

to confuse anyone with the common name 

for the very bad porterweed. The native 

Porterweed is usually only 8 to 12 inches tall 

and spreads horizontally with only the flower 

stalks sticking up.  It is the host plant for the 

Tropical buckeye and a native nectar plant 

to many butterflies and bees. 

The very bad Porterweed 
is an Invasive Category 2 
plant on the FICS list, 
(Stachytarpheta cayen-
nensis) the confusion 
comes in that the UF/
IFAS Assessment only 
says plant with "caution". 
Blue Porterweed has a 
distinct woody trunk and 
has an upright growth 
habit of 4 – 6ft tall. I have 
even heard of one being 

trained into a small standard tree. It is listed as 
invasive due to its ability to self-seed and natu-
ralize in areas far beyond its planting, the seed 
is transported in garden waste, rainwater, as 
well as its tendency to hybridize with the native 
porterweed. https://shuncy.com/article/why-in-
porterweed-hybrid-on-florida-invasive-plant-list. 
 

The mysterious third species of Porterweeds 

happens when these two species Stachytar-

pheta jamaicensis and Stachytarpheta cayen-

nensis have hybridized, and the hybrids are 

recognized as Stachytarpheta x interce-

dens.  The hybrid plant is usually only 2-4 feet 

tall with woody branches, but I have seen a 

hybridized Porterweed that has the green 

stems of the Native Porterweed but the leaves 

of the larger invasive plant. 

 

Florida Federated Garden Clubs and the  

Garden Club of Deland advise to remove inva-

sives and hybrids of invasives from your gar-

dens and plant native to protect and preserve 

our Florida environment.  

 

mailto:djcaldwell76@gmail.com
https://shuncy.com/article/why-in-porterweed-hybrid-on-florida-invasive-plant-list
https://shuncy.com/article/why-in-porterweed-hybrid-on-florida-invasive-plant-list
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865 South Alabama 
DeLand Florida 32724 
(386) 624-6960 - The Garden Club of DeLand  
gcdeland@gmail.com (General) 
gcdvpres4members@gmail.com (Membership) 

Social Links:  FaceBook 

The Garden Club of DeLand’s Website 

 

 
(386) 279-1241 Rental Information 
rentalsgardenclubofdeland@gmail.com  

The Garden Club of DeLand 
POLLINATOR PLOOZA 
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