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CHILD ILLNESSES AND EXCLUSION
CRITERIA FOR EDUCATION AND CHILD CARE SETTINGS

A child should be temporarily excluded from an education or child care
setting when the child’s illness causes one or more of the following:

e Prevents the child from participating comfortably in activities.
e A need for care thatis greater than the staff can provide without
compromising the health and safety of other children.
e An acute change in behavior: lethargy, lack of responsiveness, irritability,
persistent crying, difficulty breathing, or a quickly spreadingrash.
e Fever with behavior change or other signs and symptoms in a child
‘older than 2 months (e.g, sore throat, rash, vomiting, diarrhea).
e For infants younger than 2 months of age, a fever with or without a behavior
change or other signs and symptoms.
o A child with a temperature elevated above normal is not necessarily an
indication of a significant health problem. A fever is defined as:
* Foran infant or child older than 2 months, a feverisa
temperature that is above 101 degrees F [38.3 degrees C]
by any method.
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= For infants younger than 2 months of age a fever is a temperature above

100.4 degrees F [38 degrees C] by any method.
e Temperature readings do not require adjustment for the location
wherethe temperature is taken.
e In education settings please refer to your district’s policy regarding fever
definition.
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Diarrhea (non-infectious) Yes, if stool cannot be contained When diarrhea stops and resolution of
in the diaper, or if toileted child  exclusion criteria.
has 2 or more loose stools in 24

hours, or
blood in stool.

Fifth Disease ~ No.Unless childmeets  ~ If excluded due to presence of other
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Head Lice (Pediculosis) No. Unless child meets ~ Treatment of an active lice infestation may
o other exclusion criteria. be delayed until the end of the day.

- Children do not need to miss school or
child care due to head lice. Treatment
recommendations can be found here:

Impetigo -+ Yes, exclude at the end of After child has been seen by the doctor,
the day if blisters can be after 24 hours on antibiotic, and blisters

7 covered. are covered.
Influenza Yes. : e ‘When child is fever free for 24 hours and
' resolution of exclusion criteria.

Molluscum Contagiosum No. Unless child meets other Skin disease similar to warts. Do not share
exclusion criteria. towels or clothing and use good hand hygiene.

MRSA = : Nb. Unless child meets other  Wounds should be kept covered and gloves

: - exclusion criteria. ‘worn during bandage changes. Do not share
. towels or clothing and use good ’
hand hygiene.

Otitis Media (ear infection) No. Unless child meets other If excluded due to presence of other exclusion
exclusion criteria. criteria, resolution of exclusion

criteria.
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* Treatment of ringworm infection may be

delayed to the end of the day. Child may be
readmitted after treatment has begun. Cover
lesion(s) if possible. Do not share

clothing, bedding or personal items.

When resolution of exclusion criteria and
after 24 hours of antibiotic.

~ When yomiting has resolved and
resolution of exclusion criteria.



