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18-wheeler hits truck trailer, both catch on fire in wreck on I-16

By PAYTON TOWNS III
A tractor trailer hit the back
of a gooseneck trailer, which was
being pulled from the back of a
pickup truck, causing both to
catch on fire around 7:30 a.m.
Friday.
Sgt. Lee Weaver with the
Georgia State Patrol said the
tractor trailer, driven by Ronnie
Thomas, of Lithonia, was following too close to a Dodge Dually
pickup truck driven by Jeremy
Gordon, of Montgomery, Ala.,
when the accident happened on
I-16 West just east of the State
Route 278 overpass.
The Dodge truck was pulling
a gooseneck trailer that was
loaded with industrial equipment, Weaver said.
"The Dodge Dually and its
trailer came to rest on the westbound shoulder," Weaver said.
"The tractor trailer stopped in
the right westbound lane where
its tractor became fully engulfed
and burned up."
Weaver said Gordon had a
minor complaint, but no one was
transported to the hospital.
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(Above) Equipment was damaged on the back of the trailer after
being hit by an 18-wheeler (right), which also caught on fire.
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Bryan Rogers and Julie Driger listen to
discussion during Friday's meeting.

County Commissioners
approve land transfer
deed, adoption of grants at
called meeting Friday
By KELLY LENZ
The Laurens County Commissioners met for a called
meeting Friday morning to
take care of several end-offiscal-year matters.
As their first order of
business, the commission approved a land transfer deed
to the Dublin-Laurens County Development Authority
for approximately 338 acres
located near Ga. Hwy. 257
and the U.S. 441 Bypass.

County
Administrator
Bryan Rogers said this was
"the most recent purchase
that the development authority, the county and the
city of Dublin purchased,
and it's a wonderful site. The
property was purchased and
placed in the county's name.
Now that the SPLOST has
been passed, the development authority will be purSee MEETING page 8a

Walden earns endorsements from former
opponents for Ga. House District 144
Special to The Courier
Herald
GORDON – Jessica Walden,
Democratic candidate for State
Representative in District 144,
has received the endorsements
of former opponents Mary
Whipple-Lue and Cheyenne
Warnock.
The candidates were among
the original four Democrats vying in the 2018 Primary for the
State House seat held by Representative Bubber Epps, who announced his retirement earlier
this year.
Walden will face Greg Odoms
in the Democratic Runoff on
Tuesday, July 24 with early voting starting on Monday, July 2.
A lifelong resident of Wilkinson County, one of seven counties found in Georgia House District 144, Whipple-Lue is an active political participant. She
served as the Mayor of Gordon
from 2014-2017 and previously
ran for State House 144 in 2012.
“I believe Jessica is the

strongest candidate in the race
for House District 144,” said
Whipple-Lue. “She values
equality and the enormous responsibility of being a voice for
all in our district. She is accessible, compassionate and responsible, with diverse statewide
networks and remarkable experience in issues regarding education, healthcare, economic development and internet access.
It is my hope our solidarity encourages others to unite behind
one of the strongest women-led
tickets in the history of Georgia.”
“I am grateful for Mary’s support,” said Walden. “She ran an
admirable race and remains a
staunch public servant, who
cares deeply about our community.”
In addition to Whipple-Lue,
Walden also received the endorsement of former opponent
Cheyenne Warnock of Bleckley
County. Like Walden, this was
See WALDEN page 8a
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Top: An aerial view of the Dublin Mall and
surrounding areas. Right: The construction site next to Mattress Firm. Above: The
Dublin Mall sign, soon to be replaced by a
pylon digital reader board.

McKnight Properties to invest in multimillion-dollar
updates to restore Dublin Mall, fill vacant retail space
Plans in place to put site-ready pad over hole in parking lot

By BRETT DANIEL &
KELLY LENZ
The Dublin Mall, a
257,000-square-foot retail
space in the heart of Dublin
owned by McKnight Properties Inc., currently houses
several local and national retailers but sustained a heavy
blow when J.C. Penney, one
of the Mall’s anchor stores,
closed last summer.
Now, McKnight Properties
is funding a multimillion-dollar renovation project to restore the Dublin Mall as the
community's shopping focal
point. Renovations are currently underway and include
changes to interior and exterior fixtures, property repairs
and rebranding initiatives.
Plans are also in the
works for possibly moving another retail store into the vacant, roughly 34,000-squarefoot J.C. Penney building,
whose lease ends in October
of this year.
John Engler, vice president of McKnight Properties,
said that even though the
current lease is preventing
McKnight Properties from
subleasing the building, businesses have expressed interest in the space, although he
would not specify a particular
business.
“Unfortunately, we can’t
really fill this space until
mid-October,” he said. “We’ve
had two phenomenal tenants
who’ve had a lot of interest in
it, which is another reason
[the ownership has made the
decision] to spruce up the
mall to show everybody that
the Dublin Mall is alive and
well.”
The changes Engler is re-

See MALL page 8a

Above: McKnight Properties
Vice President
John Engler (left),
McKnight Properties Marketing Manager Brianna Hamby, and Dublin Mall
Manager Brian Wiley look over renovation plans at the
Dublin Mall on
Tuesday, June 19.
Right: A rendering
of the future Dublin
Mall sign. (Above:
Photo by Brett
Daniel; Right: Special photo)
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ferring to include renovations
to both the outside and inside
of the property. These improvements include parking lot
clean-up as well as the creation
of a site-ready pad next to Mattress Firm, effectively repairing the pit in the parking lot.
The parking lot construction area next to Mattress
Firm has also drawn business
interest in recent years, particularly from the restaurant industry.
“We were holding out in
hopes that we were going to be
able to sway Buffalo Wild
Wings to be able to come to the
market,” Engler said. “Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like
that tenant will be coming, although they are a huge advocate. We spoke with them recently. They commend Dublin
on what it did to support it to
try to get them to come into the
market.”
Engler added that two “fast
casual” restaurants have expressed interest in moving into
the space but would not specify

A construction worker on the roof of the Belk
building Tuesday, June 19.
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a particular restaurant.
"Fast casual" is a term used
to describe a restaurant that's
a midway point between fast
food and casual dining.
Other changes coming to
the Mall include the addition

of an exterior digital sign to
be used for digital advertisement for tenants and mall
events; the installation of
LED lighting in the parking
lots and interior communal
areas; new roofing in various

Warnock’s first political race.
She wrote on May 26, “Jessica is
a smart, accomplished woman
who will serve our district excellently. I look forward to working
with her in the future as we

strive to make our community a
better place!”
Walden
responded:
“Cheyenne is an asset to our region, and this community is
blessed to call her our own.”
While Walden received the
most votes in the May 22 elec-

tion, Odoms narrowly defeated
Whipple-Lue on the crowded
ballot. Walden and Odoms are
now in a run-off election on July
24. The winner will face Republican Danny Mathis in November.

CINCINNATI (AP) — A
woman who took a dead butterfly from an Ohio botanical garden has pleaded guilty to misdemeanor theft.
The Cincinnati Enquirer reports that 36-year-old Jaime
Revis was sentenced to six

months' probation after entering the plea Thursday. She was
arrested in April for taking a
blue morpho butterfly from the
Krohn Conservatory in Cincinnati.
Revis' lawyer said she had
previously been told by a con-

servatory employee that she
could take dead butterflies that
would otherwise be thrown
away. The attorney called the
incident a misunderstanding.
The Springfield Township
woman said she uses the butterflies in her photography.

- Board member comments
- Superintendent comments/
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- Web Filtering System approval
- Board meeting dates
- Financials
- May financials

- Executive session
- Discussion of personnel
- Discussion of real estate
- Discussion of litigation
- Personnel
- Recommendation on personnel
- Adjournment
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Woman who took dead butterfly from
exhibit gets probation in Cincinnati

The Dublin City Board of
Education will hold its board
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, June
25. The agenda follows:
- Call to order
- Invocation/Pledge to Flag
- Approval of agenda
- Approval of mintues for
June 11

News Digest....

The former J.C. Penney's sign was taken down last summer.
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areas, including Belk, Farmers Home Furniture and common areas; the removal of interior tile flooring and replacement
of
carpeting
throughout the mall; a refresh of interior paint; and re-

branding of the Dublin Mall
logo and color scheme; and a
new HVAC system in Belk.
“We have stated from the
beginning that the Dublin
Mall is an important asset for
the community and that by

working together we could orchestrate a new and bright
future for this property,” Engler said. “Our goal is to reinstate the Dublin Mall as the
pillar of the Dublin community.”

rens County Senior Center.
Rogers said, "This is a
grant we receive every year
through the Heart of Georgia Area Agency on Aging.
We receive the money to help
fund our senior center
through that grant."
He said, "A large portion
of the money also goes toward funding the Meals on
Wheels Program as well as
meals at the center itself.
Our portion is approximately around $65,000."
The commission also approved the adoption of a
$50,000 grant for the Laurens County Family Connection. While controlled at the
community level, Family
Connection is present in
every county in the state and
is the largest statewide network of communities in the
nation that provides services
for children and families.
Rogers said, "The funds

just flow through us. They
(Family Connection) submit
all of the bills to us and then
we send them to the state to
get the money to pay them.
It's not something that's an
expenditure for the county,
we are just simply a conduit
for them."
Following the business
portion of the meeting the
commissioners announced
that they are moving their
July meeting, which had
been rescheduled for the second Tuesday on July 10,
back to its regular meeting
time of the first Tuesday of
the month on July 3, at 5:30
p.m.
Commission
Chairman
Jeff Davis said the commission would hold its third
reading and public hearing
of the Fiscal Year 2019 budget at this meeting and
would be adopting the budget afterward.

Meeting
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chasing that back through
those SPLOST funds from
us."
This is more of an accounting issue the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board
requires,
Rogers said. "So this will be
transferred off our books
and transferred to the development authority's books
and we have an agreement
that they will be purchasing
that property back from us
via SPLOST proceeds as set
up in the SPLOST referendum."
"It's a premier industrial
development tract, and we
hope to attract an industry
to eventually locate there,"
He said.
Following the approval of
the land transfer deed, the
commission
approved
a
grant for the Dublin-Lau-
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BRAND NEW 2018
NISSAN KICKSTM

2018 NISSAN
MAXIMA

2018 NISSAN
ALTIMA

GOODBYE ORDINARY.
HELLO ONE OF A KIND
STOCK #188659
VIN#:1N4AL3AP9JC188659

MSRP
Dublin Nissan
Cust. Cash
NMAC Cash

270mo*

$

STOCK #370073
VIN#:1N4AA6AP3JC370073

25,279

$

4,000

$

500

$

Altima Loyalty Cash $1,000

19,779

23,900 FULLY LOADED!

$

389mo*

$

Leather, Nav, Heated Seats,Roof
Rack, BOSE Sound System & More!

$
MSRP
34,405
Dublin Nissan
$
2,000
Cust. Cash
Nissan Non Spec.
$
500
APR Cash

2018 NISSAN
ROGUE

2017 NISSAN
SENTRA

$
Maxima Loyalty Cash 1,000

30,905

$

$

Dublin Savings

2,899

$

28,006

$

STOCK #761426
VIN#:5N1AT2MT2JC761426

MSRP
Dublin Nissan
Cust. Cash

292mo*

$

STOCK #306381
VIN#:1N4AA6APXJC371351

26,050

$

2,500

$

Holiday Bonus
Cash

MSRP
Dublin Nissan
Cust. Cash

19,550

$

1,250

$

18,300

$

500

$

23,050

242mo*

$

Dublin Savings

$

Dublin Disc.

1,860

$

913

$

17,387

$

21,290

$

THE DIFFERENCE IS THE SERVICE.

1-877-275-2660

WWW.MYDUBLINNISSAN.COM

2046 Veterans Blvd. • Dublin
(ACROSS FROM THE MALL)

All Models At Least Two At This Price. *See Dealer For Financing And Pricing Details.
4.19% at 84 months with $2500 down plus Title and Doc Fee.

We take our commitment to customer service
seriously. Please contact us today for more
information about our services and rates, or to
schedule an appointment for your vehicle.

SERVICE DEPT.

BODY SHOP

Mon. - Fri. 8:00-5:30 • Sat. 8:00-12:00 Mon. - Fri. • 8:00-5:00

