
Named after the Lotos Club of New York City, Lotus Club of Monroe,
Louisiana, is patterned after one of the oldest literary clubs in the

United States. The ancient Greek spelling Lōtos (λωτός) is used by the
New York social club. Our founders decided to adopt the common

English translation, Lotus, for Lōtos, most likely for legal purposes; c'est
la vie.

 
Lotos Club was founded in 1870 by a group of young writers, journalists,

and critics. Lotus Club of Monroe, Louisiana, was founded in 1920 by
local lawyers, doctors, dentists, and accountants. It is the second-oldest
private social club in Louisiana; only the Boston Club of New Orleans is

older, having been formed in 1841. The Boston Club was shut down
during a brief period of martial law following the bombing of Pearl

Harbor. The Lotus Club holds the distinction of being the oldest club in
the state to continuously operate in one location without interruption.

 
In 1921, Fred Hudson, a Princeton graduate and one-time member of the

Lotos Club of New York City, designed the Monroe club’s foyer as a
replica of the Lotos Club of New York. The new foyer incorporated

wood paneling and an ornate stained-glass door handcrafted by Tiffany
Studios of New York gracing the front entrance to this day. The mosaic
of colorful glass depicts a ship at sea with a banner that reads: “There is

no joy but calm.” This line, taken from ‘The Lotos-Eaters,’ penned by
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, British Poet Laureate, is our club’s motto.

Tennyson’s words describing a sailor’s joy derived from a calm sea and
a satisfying meal, serve as a reminder to enjoy this retreat from the

busy world outside, a safe harbor filled with good food and good
company.

 
By 1929, Lotus Club was known as one of the finest gambling clubs in
the South and had a large membership. During World War II, the club

opened its doors to all officers of the Selman Field Navigational Base. In
1951, house-sponsored gambling ended, but the club’s fine wining and

dining still drew its members up to the 9th floor of the Ouachita
National Bank Building.

 
Steeped in tradition and slow to change, the Lotus Club was a “men-
only” domain in its first sixty-plus years of existence. Women only
became provisional or “widow members” upon the death of their

husbands and were only allowed inside the club if accompanied by a
male family member. When Ouachita National Bank, led by President
Lee Vanderpool, promoted its first women to officer status, a dilemma
arose. The bank had always provided its officers with membership in
the Lotus Club as a benefit of employment. In 1986, at Vanderpool’s

urging, the club’s Board of Governors voted to allow female members.
 

The Lotus Club welcomes new candidates for membership who are
actively involved in or enjoy pursuing cultural and intellectual

activities.
 

H I S T O R Y
The objective of the Lotus Club is to provide a private social and

recreational organization for its members in Northeast Louisiana. The
club offers its members a range of amenities, services, and facilities for
their personal and professional use. The club also serves as a venue for
social networking and community engagement activities. Ultimately,

the Lotus Club aims to promote fellowship and camaraderie among its
members while maintaining a high level of exclusivity and refined

atmosphere.
 

P U R P O S E  &  O B J E C T I V E

RESIDENT 
Resident or Business within 50 miles of Monroe

 
NON-RESIDENT

Resident and Business outside of the 50 miles of Monroe
 

JUNIOR
Under 35 years of age

 
CORPORATE

Includes 4 Executive Accounts (add'l can be added)
 

M E M B E R S H I P  C A T E G O R I E S  

S E R V I C E S
As a member of the Lotus Club of Monroe, you are guaranteed friendly
service and the highest quality dining experience from a professional
staff that is gracious and devoted to serving the needs of its members.

Most of these individuals have enjoyed long careers with the Club,
several for more than twenty-five years. The staff of The Lotus Club

always extends a sincere and friendly welcome to you and your family
and guests.

 

D R E S S  C O D E  P O L I C Y
The Lotus Club has enjoyed a tradition of fine dining since 1921.

Members and their guest can help maintain that tradition by wearing
the appropriate attire when visiting the club. T-shirts, shorts, sneakers,

cargo pants, athletic wear, men’s sandals, and men’s hats of any kind
are not considered appropriate. Acceptable jeans, which are nice in

appearance, and without any holes, are allowed in all areas except the
main dining room. For our physicians, who work nearby, scrubs are

allowed in the lounge area and private rooms.
.
 




