TOWN OF ROSEBOOM
TOWN BOARD MEETING

January 9th, 2014 The Monthly Meeting of the Roseboom Town Board was held on January 9th, 2014. Supervisor Gustafson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
PRESENT: Supervisor Patti Gustafson; Councilpersons Tim Hotaling, Curtis VanDewerker, Karen Donnelly, Allegra Schecter.
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: Deputy Supervisor Larry Prill, Highway Superintendent Mickey Mabie, Assessor Doug Gohde, Financial Assistant Christine LaLonde, County Representative Beth Rosenthal

AGENDA: Attachment #1

MINUTES: No corrections or additions were made to the December 12th, 2013 Town Board meeting minutes. A motion was made by Councilperson VanDewerker and seconded by Councilperson Hotaling to approve the minutes. Supervisor Gustafson and Councilpersons Donnelly, Hotaling, and VanDewerker voted yea. Schecter abstained. None opposed. Motion was carried.

ACTION ITEMS REVIEW – Action items without separate Agenda entries.

Action items discussed included the following: 

· Summary of the Town Hall meeting in December 2013 was made by Councilperson Donnelly. Many topics were covered. Some of them were the introduction and recognition of past, current, and future town officials; a representational slide show of Roseboom; a presentation by then current Supervisor Larry Prill regarding a new Town Barn building and also rerouting Adair Road; and other topics, including public meetings, national flood insurance, cellular phone service, and abandoned buildings.

ASSESSOR’S REPORT:

Assessor Gohde reported on NYS property tax exemptions (STAR). The state is allowing late enrollment into the program. The state needs to call the delinquent STAR sign ups, not the Assessor. Signing up should be done on the STAR website. Interested parties should contact Mr. Gohde only if they are unable to sign up on the STAR website.

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Supervisor Gustafson distributed a financial report to each councilperson and Superintendent Mabie. Discussion was made of the report’s components, comprised of the following:

1. The Town’s actual bank accounts

2. The Town’s budget for 2014

3. A summary of the accounts

4. A sample of a bond draft

5. An expenditure report

6. A vendor report

A discussion was made regarding how the accounts are used, their balances and withdrawals, and how the town’s revenues, expenses, net deficits and tax levies affect the accounts in the yearly budgetary cycle.

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING:

The Organizational Meeting document was introduced. This is a guide for how business will be conducted in the Town for 2014. Reviewed were the meeting days, times and locations of various entities for conducting Town business; Town officials and various town positions and appointments; and Town salaries, wage rates, reimbursements, and employee benefits. Other parts of the of the document that were discussed included a Notice Of Defective Conditions, the Town’s Investment Policy, a Grievance Procedure, the Town’s Sexual Harassment Policy Statement, Work Place Violence Policy, Procurement Policy, and Code Of Ethics.

Resolution 2014-1 “Wage Resolution” and Resolution 2014-2 “NBT Bank designated Official Depository/Financial Institution” were introduced and read by Supervisor Gustafson. See attachment #2.

A motion was made by Councilperson Donnelly and seconded by Councilperson Schecter to accept the Organizational document. Supervisor Gustafson and Councilpersons Donnelly, Hotaling, Schecter, and VanDewerker voted yea. None opposed. The Organizational document was approved.

AUDITS: A discussion was made on audits that need to be made of the books for various town officials. The following assignments were made.

Town Justice Books Audit – assigned to Councilperson Donnelly

Town Clerk Books Audit – assigned to Supervisor Gustafson-Completed on 01/18/2014

Town Supervisor Books Audit – A motion was made by Councilperson Schecter and seconded by Councilperson Hotaling to approve an independent auditor  to audit the Supervisor 2013  books. Supervisor Gustafson and Councilpersons Donnelly, Hotaling, Schecter, and VanDewerker voted yea. None opposed. 

ABSTRACTS: Attachments #3 and #4

· Abstract for General Fund number 01: $13,685.19

· Abstract for Highway Fund number 01: $18,948.70

· A motion was made by Councilperson Donnelly and seconded by Councilperson VanDewerker to accept the General Fund abstract in the amount of $13,685.19 and the Highway Fund abstract in the amount of $18,948.70. Supervisor Gustafson and Councilpersons Donnelly, Hotaling, Schecter, and VanDewerker voted yea. None opposed. Motion was carried.

Supervisor Gustafson will be working to implement a software package that will allow Town Board members to review and sign off on monthly bills prior to Board meetings.

TOWN BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Road Committee:

· Councilperson Donnelly submitted a report summarizing road conditions in the Town. A discussion was made on summarizing Town roads, a physical description and condition for each and how this would help to prioritize summer road work and also satisfy FEMA requirements. 

· Superintendent Mabie was selected to invite John Gorman, a road paving expert, to give a presentation to the Board on paving roads.

Machinery Committee:

· Councilperson Hotaling submitted a report on replacing the 4x4 International. Councilpersons Hotaling and VanDewerker are to investigate buying a used pre-1998 replacement.

Garage Committee:

· Councilperson Donnelly submitted a report summarizing several items needing attention. The discussion included a fax/phone machine that Justice Travis will take care of, a leak in the meeting room floor, and the furnace going out and various reasons for it.

· It was also reported that a pump on a fuel tank needs to be replaced. Two estimates were received for $863 and $999.99. Superintendent Mabie was authorized to purchase a replacement.

Land Acquisition:

· Councilperson VanDewerker submitted a report that he contacted the owner of the preferred parcel. Discussion was made on the owner’s interest to sell and how the parcel could be divided. 

· A discussion was made on how the purchase would be financed. Supervisor Gustafson requested the Land Acquisition Initiative be deferred at this time until she is able to complete a definitive report on the financial impact to the Town.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:

· Superintendent Mabie reported on winter plowing, water impacts and sand usage. 

· A discussion was made on planning summer road work after Mr. Gorman’s road presentation.

· Mr. Mabie and Councilperson VanDewerker are to meet with the Town’s attorney regarding right of ways and road usage.

MONTHLY TOWN CLERK’S REPORT: Attachment #5
· Summation of money received for December 2013:

Vitals: 


for town - $50.00



Total: $50.00


Dog Licenses: 

for town - $8.00
for NY State: $2.00
             Total: $10.00

Totals:


for town - $58.00for NY State: $2.00
             Total: $60.00

· Supervisor Gustafson received a check from the Town Clerk for $58.00.

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT:

Representative Rosenthal reported on her committee assignments and provided updates on the following:

· The ESTS Radio project for emergency response provider agencies in the county.

· A decision is due later in January for which of the two finalists the LDC has selected to purchase the Manor.

· The county will be leaving MOSA this year and has put out an RFP for past disclosure of assets. Discussion is still ongoing whether the new refuse entity will be public or private or a combination of public and private.

· Proposed transmission line that will approximately follow the Marcy line. Three routes are within the county, one is outside. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT REPORT: 

· Assistant LaLonde reported that Hazard Mitigation grants have been distributed downstate and there is an expectation that decisions will be made for upstate.

· A discussion was made regarding tracking the Town’s Flood Insurance grant application. Ms. LaLonde is to send a certified copy to State Senator Seward. 
· Upon suggestion of Councilperson Donnelly, Ms. LaLonde was asked to critique the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and then meet with the Town’s Planning Board to see if changes are needed to make a stronger document in support of current and future grant opportunities.

NEXT TOWN BOARD MEETING:

The next monthly meeting of the Town Board will be Thursday, February 13th, at 6:30 pm at the South Valley Fellowship Hall.
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

· Townsperson Greta Peterson led off a discussion on furnace fuel suppliers and also having a monitor on the furnace. Councilperson Schecter was assigned to investigate.

· Townsperson Greta Peterson suggested having an audience participation invocation at a Town Board meeting.

· Townsperson Mike Stannard brought up the issue of street lights – who is monitoring when they are out and turning them in. Superintendent Mabie was assigned contacting National Grid about this.

· Councilperson Donnelly brought up that a representative of Direct USA has offered to do a free assessment and presentation to the Board regarding telecommunications in the Town. Representative Rosenthal suggested that AirMax might be a better alternative.

· Councilperson Schecter introduced the topic of consolidation of local government by merging services.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to adjourn the January 9th, 2014 meeting was made by Councilperson Donnelly and seconded by Councilperson Hotaling. Supervisor Gustafson, Councilpersons Donnelly, Hotaling, Schecter and VanDewerker voted yea. None opposed. The motion was carried and meeting adjourned at 8:51 PM.

Respectively submitted,

Craig Levy

2nd Deputy Town Clerk









