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Texas Devo Cycling Team (TXDEVO) has appointed Mike Hamsa to serve the role of SafeSport 

Champion. Members of our team can contact Mike at any time via email at 

cyclingteam@texasdevo.com. SafeSport is a set of resources and policies to safeguard athletes from 

bullying, harassment, hazing, physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and sexual misconduct. 

TXDEVO requires adults who have regular contact with or authority over minor athletes to follow 

the SafeSport policy. This includes coaches, board members, and chaperones.  

 

Read more details about the USA Cycling SafeSport program. 

 

To report SafeSport Concerns: Contact the USA Center for SafeSport at 

https://uscenterforsafesport.org/report-a-concern/  

 

Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy Known as the MAAPP, it is a set of guidelines established 

by numerous sport organizations. The goal is to eliminate isolated, one-on-one interactions between 

children and adults. Establishing clear boundaries for one-on-one interactions reduces the risk of 

physical, sexual, and emotional misconduct as well as opportunities for bullying, harassment, and 

hazing. The majority of child sexual abuse is perpetrated in isolated, one-on-one situations. By 

reducing such interaction between children and adults, programs reduce the risk of child sexual 

abuse. However, one-on-one time with trusted adults is also healthy and valuable for a child. Policies 

concerning one-on-one interactions protect children while allowing for these beneficial relationships. 

 

The sections below contain the TXDEVO Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies. 

 

ONE-ON-ONE INTERACTIONS POLICY 

 

1. Observable and Interruptible  

a. Avoid on-on-one in-person interactions. 

b. All one-on-one In-Program Contact between an Adult Participant and a Minor Athlete must be 

observable and interruptible, except in emergency circumstances.  

c. The exceptions below also apply to this policy:  

i. When a Dual Relationship exists; or  

ii. When the Close-in-Age Exception applies 

 

https://usacycling.org/safesport
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MEETINGS AND TRAINING SESSIONS POLICY 

  
1. Observable and Interruptible  

Adult Participants must follow the one-on-one interaction policy in all meetings and training 

sessions where Minor Athlete(s) are present.  

  

2. Individual Training Sessions  

a. One-on-one, In-Program, individual training sessions must be observable and interruptible 

except if:  

i. A Dual Relationship exists; or  

ii. The Close-in-Age Exception applies; or  

iii. A Minor Athlete needs an Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant, and:  

(1) the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has provided written consent to the 

Organization for the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant to work with 

the Minor Athlete; and  

(2) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the Education 

& Training Policy; and  

(3) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the 

Organization’s screening policy.  

b. The Adult Participant providing the individual training session must receive advance, written 

consent from the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian at least annually, which can be withdrawn 

at any time; and  

c. Parents/guardians must be allowed to observe the individual training session.  

  
3. Meetings with licensed mental health care professionals and health care providers  

(other than athletic trainers)  

If a licensed mental health care professional or licensed health care provider meets one- on-one 

with a Minor Athlete at a sanctioned event or a facility, which is partially or fully under the 

Organization’s jurisdiction, the meeting must be observable and interruptible except:  

a. If the door remains unlocked; and  

b. Another adult is present at the facility and notified that a meeting is  

c. occurring, although the Minor Athlete’s identity needs not be disclosed; and The Organization 

is notified that the provider will be meeting with a Minor Athlete; and  

d. The provider obtains consent consistent with applicable laws and ethical standards, which can 

be withdrawn at any time.  
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS POLICY 
  

1. Open and Transparent  

a. All one-on-one electronic communications between an Adult Participant and a Minor Athlete 

must be Open and Transparent except:  

i. When a Dual Relationship exists; or  

ii. When the Close-in-Age Exception applies; or  

iii. If a Minor Athlete needs a Personal Care Assistant and:  

(1) the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has provided written consent to the 

Organization for the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant to work with the 

Minor Athlete; and  

(2) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the Education & 

Training Policy; and  

(3) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the Organization’s 

screening policy.  

b. Open and Transparent means that the Adult Participant copies or includes the Minor  

Athlete’s parent/guardian, another adult family member of the Minor Athlete, or another Adult 

Participant.  

• If a Minor Athlete communicates with the Adult Participant first, the Adult Participant must 

follow this policy if the Adult Participant responds.  

c. Only platforms that allow for Open and Transparent communication may be used to 

communicate with Minor Athletes.  

  
2. Team Communication  

When an Adult Participant communicates electronically to the entire team or any number of Minor 

Athletes on the team, the Adult Participant must copy or include another Adult Participant or the 

Minor Athletes’ parents/guardians.  

  
3. Content  

All electronic communication originating from an Adult Participant(s) to a Minor Athlete(s) must 

be professional in nature unless an exception in (1)(a) exists.  

  

4. Requests to discontinue  

Parents/guardians may request in writing that the Organization or an Adult Participant subject to 

this policy not contact their Minor Athlete through any form of electronic communication. The 
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Organization and the Adult Participant must abide by any request to discontinue, absent 

emergency circumstances.  

 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY 
  

1. Transportation  

a. An Adult Participant cannot transport a Minor Athlete one-on-one during In-Program travel, 

except if:  

i. A Dual Relationship exists; or ii. The Close-in-Age Exception 

applies; or iii. A Minor Athlete needs a Personal Care Assistant 

and:  

(1) the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has provided written consent to the 

Organization for the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant to work with 

the Minor Athlete; and  

(2) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the 

Education & Training Policy; and  

(3) the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the 

Organization’s screening policy; or  

iv. The Adult Participant has advance, written consent to transport the Minor  

Athlete one-on-one obtained at least annually from the Minor Athlete’s 

parent/guardian.  

b. Minor Athlete(s) or their parent/guardian can withdraw consent at any time.  

c. An Adult Participant meets the In-Program transportation requirements if the Adult Participant 

is accompanied by another Adult Participant or at least two minors.  

d. Written consent from a Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian is required for all transportation 

sanctioned by an NGB, PSO, USOPC, or LAO at least annually.  

  
2. Shared or Carpool Travel Arrangement  

The Organization encourages parents/guardians to pick up their Minor Athlete first and drop off 

their Minor Athlete last in any shared or carpool travel arrangement.  
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LODGING POLICY 
  

1. Hotel Rooms and Other Sleeping Arrangements  

a. All In-Program Contact at a hotel or lodging site between an Adult Participant and a Minor 

Athlete must be observable and interruptible, and an Adult Participant cannot share a hotel 

room or otherwise sleep in the same room with a Minor Athlete(s), except if:  

i. A Dual Relationship Exists, and the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has provided the 

Organization with advance, written consent for the lodging arrangement;  

ii. The Close-in-Age Exception applies, and the Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has 

provided the Organization with advance, written consent for the lodging arrangement; 

or  

iii. The Minor Athlete needs a Personal Care Assistant, and:  

(1) The Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian has provided advance, written consent to 

the Organization for the Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant to work with 

the Minor Athlete and for the lodging arrangement;  

(2) The Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the Education 

& Training Policy; and  

(3) The Adult Participant Personal Care Assistant has complied with the  

Organization’s screening policy.  

b. Written consent from a Minor Athlete’s parent/guardian must be obtained for all In- Program 

lodging at least annually.  

  

2. Monitoring or Room Checks During In-Program Travel  

If the Organization or team performs room checks during In-Program lodging, the one-on- one 

interaction policy must be followed and at least two adults must be present for the room checks.  

  

3. Additional Requirements for Lodging Authorized or Funded by the Organization  

a. Adult Participants traveling with the Organization must agree to and sign the Organization’s 

lodging policy at least annually.  

b. Adult Participants that travel overnight with Minor Athlete(s) are assumed to have Authority 

over Minor Athlete(s) and thus must comply with the Center’s Education & Training Policy.  

 

Out-of-Program Contact  

Adult Participants, who do not meet the Close-in-Age Exception nor have a Dual Relationship with a 

Minor Athlete, should not have out-of-program contact with Minor Athlete(s) without legal/parent 

guardian consent, even if the out-of-program contact is not one-on-one.  
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Gifting  

1. Adult Participants, who do not meet the Close-in-Age Exception nor have a Dual Relationship 

with a Minor Athlete, should not give personal gifts to Minor Athlete(s).  

2. Gifts that are equally distributed to all athletes and serve a motivational or educational purpose 

are permitted.  

  
Photography/Video  

1. Photographs or videos of athletes may only be taken in public view and must observe generally 

accepted standards of decency.  

2. Adult Participants should not publicly share or post photos or videos of Minor Athlete(s) if the 

Adult Participant has not obtained the Parent/Guardian and Minor Athlete’s consent.  

 


