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T H E  H I S T O R Y  O FT H E  H I S T O R Y  O F
A L P H A  S I G M A  P H I ’ SA L P H A  S I G M A  P H I ’ S

S O N G  B O O KS O N G  B O O K

Alpha Sigma Phi has always been a singing fraternity. Songs of the class societies of Yale were Alpha Sigma Phi has always been a singing fraternity. Songs of the class societies of Yale were 
a point of pride for many Yale groups and Alpha Sigma Phi was no different. Shortly after her a point of pride for many Yale groups and Alpha Sigma Phi was no different. Shortly after her 
founding, the Fraternity set out to show her musical skills around the Yale campus and build founding, the Fraternity set out to show her musical skills around the Yale campus and build 
an organization that could be passed down from successive sophomore classes and music was an organization that could be passed down from successive sophomore classes and music was 
to be part of that inheritance. She published a pamphlet of initiation songs in 1846, just a few to be part of that inheritance. She published a pamphlet of initiation songs in 1846, just a few 
months after her founding.  months after her founding.  

As the Fraternity grew beyond Yale College in the 1850s and 1860s, she needed more than just As the Fraternity grew beyond Yale College in the 1850s and 1860s, she needed more than just 
a common name and esoteric ritual to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and the shared a common name and esoteric ritual to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and the shared 
Alpha Sig experience across chapters and miles. Long before even the earliest radios, vinyl Alpha Sig experience across chapters and miles. Long before even the earliest radios, vinyl 
records or Thomas Edison’s phonograph, Alpha Sigma Phi men were creating, recording and records or Thomas Edison’s phonograph, Alpha Sigma Phi men were creating, recording and 
performing songs. Some of the earliest records of the Alpha chapter meetings include literary performing songs. Some of the earliest records of the Alpha chapter meetings include literary 
performances, parodies, plays, poetry recitations and feats of vocal prowess and melodic performances, parodies, plays, poetry recitations and feats of vocal prowess and melodic 
creativity. creativity. 

Alpha Sigma Phi’s archives contain the definitive collection of Alpha Sigma Phi historic records, Alpha Sigma Phi’s archives contain the definitive collection of Alpha Sigma Phi historic records, 
artifacts and writings. Perusing that proud collection, one might quickly notice what is believed artifacts and writings. Perusing that proud collection, one might quickly notice what is believed 
to be the oldest written record of fraternity songs, a small bound booklet, its cover lost to time, to be the oldest written record of fraternity songs, a small bound booklet, its cover lost to time, 
but the Oak Wreath Seal and the title Initiation Songs 1860-1861 both quite clear. Published but the Oak Wreath Seal and the title Initiation Songs 1860-1861 both quite clear. Published 
by Alpha Chapter just a few years before her suppression and rebirth as Delta Beta Xi, the by Alpha Chapter just a few years before her suppression and rebirth as Delta Beta Xi, the 
publication lists many songs with lyrics created by Alpha Sigs with some original and many publication lists many songs with lyrics created by Alpha Sigs with some original and many 
borrowed melodies which would have been familiar to the Yale men of that era.  borrowed melodies which would have been familiar to the Yale men of that era.  

One tune stands out from that songbook and period. “Wake Freshmen Wake” was originated in One tune stands out from that songbook and period. “Wake Freshmen Wake” was originated in 
the 1860s and was used during the Delta Beta Xi years (1864-1875) as the brothers processed the 1860s and was used during the Delta Beta Xi years (1864-1875) as the brothers processed 
across the Yale campus inviting new members to join the fraternity and singing the song. “Wake across the Yale campus inviting new members to join the fraternity and singing the song. “Wake 
Freshmen Wake” remains in our contemporary songbook, some 160 years after it might have Freshmen Wake” remains in our contemporary songbook, some 160 years after it might have 
been penned, in some part thanks to the Yale Glee Club which was still singing the song over been penned, in some part thanks to the Yale Glee Club which was still singing the song over 
100 years after the Fraternity originated it. Many chapters use the song today to welcome new 100 years after the Fraternity originated it. Many chapters use the song today to welcome new 
members to membership. The Fraternity’s presence on the Yale campus ended in 1875, and members to membership. The Fraternity’s presence on the Yale campus ended in 1875, and 
with it went the knowledge of many of the oldest tunes and melodies; lost to time. Surviving with it went the knowledge of many of the oldest tunes and melodies; lost to time. Surviving 
from those years are collections of songs of Alpha chapter at Yale, Delta Chapter at Marietta, from those years are collections of songs of Alpha chapter at Yale, Delta Chapter at Marietta, 
and Delta Beta Xi.  and Delta Beta Xi.  
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With the Second Founding of the Fraternity in 1907, there was an almost With the Second Founding of the Fraternity in 1907, there was an almost 
immediate need to sing “songs of loyalty and praise” and again the talents of immediate need to sing “songs of loyalty and praise” and again the talents of 
Alpha Sig men took center stage. In 1909 the Fraternity published her first Alpha Sig men took center stage. In 1909 the Fraternity published her first 
comprehensive songbook, Fraternity Songs, The Songs of AΣΦ at the direction comprehensive songbook, Fraternity Songs, The Songs of AΣΦ at the direction 
of the third Grand Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi, meeting in April of that year of the third Grand Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi, meeting in April of that year 
at Eta Chapter at the University of Illinois. It featured a cardinal red woven at Eta Chapter at the University of Illinois. It featured a cardinal red woven 
cover and bright golden lettering on the outside and spanned nearly forty cover and bright golden lettering on the outside and spanned nearly forty 
pages of Alpha Sig songs, all of them from the period prior to the Fraternity’s pages of Alpha Sig songs, all of them from the period prior to the Fraternity’s 
recent rebirth. Second Founder, Wayne Montgomery Musgrave, Yale 1907, recent rebirth. Second Founder, Wayne Montgomery Musgrave, Yale 1907, 
then serving as Grand Junior President, wrote the foreword and took charge of then serving as Grand Junior President, wrote the foreword and took charge of 
the publication. His foreword notes that only two songs could be attributed to the publication. His foreword notes that only two songs could be attributed to 
an author and a few songs were just listed with “words and airs” only as “no an author and a few songs were just listed with “words and airs” only as “no 
publisher consulted could furnish the music from which an adaptation could be publisher consulted could furnish the music from which an adaptation could be 
made.” The improved organization and recordkeeping that came with the newly made.” The improved organization and recordkeeping that came with the newly 
re-founded national fraternity would help future publications to more complete re-founded national fraternity would help future publications to more complete 
and better attributed.  and better attributed.  

The Grand Chapters of 1919, 1921 and 1923 appointed committees of brothers The Grand Chapters of 1919, 1921 and 1923 appointed committees of brothers 
from all over the country to assemble an updated songbook that would feature from all over the country to assemble an updated songbook that would feature 
new songs, not those from the period prior to the Second Founding. There was new songs, not those from the period prior to the Second Founding. There was 
great difficulty reported in assembling the publication as many of the chapters great difficulty reported in assembling the publication as many of the chapters 
(all within fifteen years of their founding) had developed songs and passed (all within fifteen years of their founding) had developed songs and passed 
them down from year to year, but very few had written them down and even them down from year to year, but very few had written them down and even 
fewer had written out the arrangements with lyrics and music. With the delay fewer had written out the arrangements with lyrics and music. With the delay 
in producing a songbook the convention delegates themselves used their in producing a songbook the convention delegates themselves used their 
shared audience to perform, learn and teach fraternity songs at the shared audience to perform, learn and teach fraternity songs at the 
conventions. Attendees will find today’s Grand Chapter meetings honor that conventions. Attendees will find today’s Grand Chapter meetings honor that 
tradition and continue to showcase the learning, teach and performing oftradition and continue to showcase the learning, teach and performing of
Alpha Sigma Phi songs.  Alpha Sigma Phi songs.  

The long wait for a second songbook ended in 1925 and the second edition of The long wait for a second songbook ended in 1925 and the second edition of 
the Alpha Sigma Phi songbook was offered in The Tomahawk during the late the Alpha Sigma Phi songbook was offered in The Tomahawk during the late 
1920s for seventy-five cents. Revisions and additions to the songbook took 1920s for seventy-five cents. Revisions and additions to the songbook took 
place at the order of the Grand Chapters and were published in 1952 and place at the order of the Grand Chapters and were published in 1952 and 
1961. By 1961 the price had risen to one dollar for a 56-page book of songs. 1961. By 1961 the price had risen to one dollar for a 56-page book of songs. 

The early 1950s also saw the beginning of involvement of Lowell F. Riley, Ohio The early 1950s also saw the beginning of involvement of Lowell F. Riley, Ohio 
Wesleyan ’32 who had been a new member alongside Executive Secretary Wesleyan ’32 who had been a new member alongside Executive Secretary 
Ralph F. Burns, Ohio Wesleyan ’32. Brother Riley arranged and introduced the Ralph F. Burns, Ohio Wesleyan ’32. Brother Riley arranged and introduced the 
updated songbook, now titled Let’s Sing; Songs of Alpha Sigma Phi at the 1952 updated songbook, now titled Let’s Sing; Songs of Alpha Sigma Phi at the 1952 
Grand Chapter to much fanfare – even convincing the Lehigh University Grand Chapter to much fanfare – even convincing the Lehigh University 
chapter’s glee club to unveil the arrangements to convention attendees with chapter’s glee club to unveil the arrangements to convention attendees with 
live performances.  Brother Riley would bring Alpha Sigma Phi songs from the live performances.  Brother Riley would bring Alpha Sigma Phi songs from the 
page to vinyl during the 1960s.   page to vinyl during the 1960s.   

In June of 1966 Brother Riley and a 20-voice male chorus recorded 28 tracts In June of 1966 Brother Riley and a 20-voice male chorus recorded 28 tracts 
for an album of Alpha Sigma Phi music. Issued that Fall, Songs of Alpha Sigma for an album of Alpha Sigma Phi music. Issued that Fall, Songs of Alpha Sigma 
Phi affectionately known for its jacket design as the white album, containing Phi affectionately known for its jacket design as the white album, containing 
48 minutes of Alpha Sigma Phi music spanning more than 100 years. It was 48 minutes of Alpha Sigma Phi music spanning more than 100 years. It was 
sold from the Fraternity Headquarters for more than thirty years and continues sold from the Fraternity Headquarters for more than thirty years and continues 
to be the only published recording of Alpha Sigma Phi songs and the vehicle to be the only published recording of Alpha Sigma Phi songs and the vehicle 
from which many Alpha Sigs became familiar with the Fraternity’s rich musical from which many Alpha Sigs became familiar with the Fraternity’s rich musical 
heritage.heritage.
          
A feature story on the history of each song in the songbook can be A feature story on the history of each song in the songbook can be found herefound here
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WITHIN  TH E  M YSTIC C IRC LE
WORDS BYWORDS BY

C.B.  Ketcham, Ohio Wesleyan 1913
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
L.M. Morr ison,  Ohio Wesleyan 1913
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EVENIN G  SH ADOW S
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

Wil l iam Eben Schultz ,  Yale 1915
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OUR  BROTH E RHOOD
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

George .R.  Cowgi l l ,  Yale 1919
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FOR H E ’S  AN  ALP HA  S IG
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C ARDIN AL AN D GR AY
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LOYALT Y  SO NG
WORDS BYWORDS BY

Ralph Wienke,  Missour i  Val ley  1950
TUNE BYTUNE BY
Washington and Lee Swing
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PR AISE  TO  THEE
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TH E  TIE
WORDS BYWORDS BY

Wesley H.  Hine,  Stanford 1921
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
Myron C.  Higby,  Stanford 1913
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COM E ,  LE T’S  GAT HER
WORDS BYWORDS BY

C.B.  Ketcham, Ohio Wesleyan 1913C.B.  Ketcham, Ohio Wesleyan 1913
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
L.M. Morr ison,  Ohio Wesleyan 1913L.M. Morr ison,  Ohio Wesleyan 1913
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PR AISE  ALPH A SIGMA  PHI
WORDS BYWORDS BY

C.E.  Perr y,  Penn 1921
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
E.R.  Tour ison,  Jr. ,  Penn 1919
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DU - DA
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H U RR AH !
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

Kenneth W. Anderson,  Middlebur y 1925
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A TOA ST
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

R. van der  Bie,  Wisconsin 1916
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FON D RECO LLEC TIONS
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TO TH E  G LO RY OF 
ALPH A SIG M A PHI

WORDS BYWORDS BY
Larr y  Taylor,  Stanford 1944 & Norm Hamil ton,  Stanford 1950
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TH E  TABLE ’S  S ET
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here ’ s  h e alth to
alp h a sig m a  phi

From the Yale Col lect ionFrom the Yale Col lect ion



A L P H A  S I G M A  P H I  S O N G  B O O KA L P H A  S I G M A  P H I  S O N G  B O O K  |  1 7 5 T H A N N I V E R S A RY  E D I T I O N

31



A L P H A  S I G M A  P H I  S O N G  B O O KA L P H A  S I G M A  P H I  S O N G  B O O K  |  1 7 5 T H A N N I V E R S A RY  E D I T I O N

32

SON S OF ALPH A SIGMA  PHI
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A TOA ST TO 
ALP H A SIG M A  PHI

WORDS BYWORDS BY
Elwood N.  Har t ,  Ohio State 1914

MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
Ralph D.  Roehm, Ohio State 1917
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ALL H AIL,  S IG MA  PHI
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

George .R.  Cowgi l l ,  Yale 1919
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SWE E TH E ART SONG
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ALPHA  SIG  SW E E THE A RT
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

David Strckler,  Ohio Wesleyan 1930 & George Tod,  Ohio Wesleyan 1930
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THE SW E E TEST  GIRL
WORDS BYWORDS BY

Cl inton Brown,  Purdue 1940
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
Rober t  H.  Matthew,  Purdue 1947
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IN SIG DO M ’S NA ME
WORDS BYWORDS BY

Wm. F.  Connel ly,  Penn 1915
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
El lwod V.  Frayne,  Penn 1917
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HA IL  SIG M A P HI
WORDS BYWORDS BY

H.D.  A l ts ius,  Yale 1911
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
G.A .  Relman,  Yale 1911
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DELTA  CH APTE R SONG
TUNETUNE

Wait  For  The Wagon
R.  Bishop Buckley
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FRESH M AN  SONG
WORDS & MUSIC BYWORDS & MUSIC BY

G.W. Har tshorn,  Penn 1925
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wake,  f re sh m an,  wa k e
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soph o m o re  song
WORDS BYWORDS BY

Ward N.  Madison,  Yale 1923
MUSIC BYMUSIC BY
George R.  Cowgi l l ,  Yale 1919
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