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Basileus’ Greetings 

Sorors, 
 

Beta Xi has been “on fire” working the 
business of NSPDK, INC.  Big shoutouts to 
everyone who sacrificed to ensure that all 
of our education, service, and youth programs are successful.   
 

Our Gift of Teaching luncheon was amazing; we were able to be 
a blessing to some special school counselors, supporters of 
education, OURM, and Guardian Care during this annual 
celebration.  A very special thank you to the staff of Shiloh 
Baptist Church for all the behind-the-scenes work to ensure 
everything was elegant. 
 

Many Happy Mother’s Day messages were shared through all 
the social media platforms.  It is my hope that each of you 
received/presented special tributes, visits, hugs, calls, gifts 
from/to the special moms/grandmothers, godmothers, mother 
figures that you are. 
 

As we move towards the end of our 2025-2026 sororal year, let’s 
continue to move with intention and purpose as we join 
hands to support our teachers, strengthen our sisterhood, and 
encourage and support our youth.  We will honor our founders 
and celebrate our history during our Founders’ Day weekend.  
 

We need EACH of you as we continue this work.  Remember, our 
dues should be paid, and Soror Cherry Jones is still receiving 
dues payments. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Basileus’ Greetings (continued) 
 

We will celebrate Memorial Day with our families/friends and honor those who made sacrifices 
to ensure our freedoms.  Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United 
States for mourning the U.S. military personnel who died while serving in the United States 
Armed Forces.   We lift up all of our military families who lost loved ones in the fight for 
freedom.  
 

Beta Xi is “on fire,” and we can be extremely proud of what we have accomplished thus 
far.  With all hands on deck, we can do great things, and it is this sisterhood that will be 
recognized throughout the greater Orlando area for all that we do.  We don’t want to be the 
best-kept secret; we want to make it known that Beta Xi is making a difference. Our PR 
committee is making it known that we are here and we appreciate their work. (See articles in 
The Orlando Times and the Florida Sun). Remember the Professional Development sessions 
planned for June and July. (See May newsletter). 
 

Did You Know… 
The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. has a presence on a variety of social media 
platforms.  Get connected! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_day_of_mourning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
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21st Annual Gift of Teaching Luncheon 
By Dr. Rebekah McCloud 
 
Orlando—The Beta Xi Chapter of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. held its 21st 
Annual Celebrating the Gift of Teaching Luncheon on April 25, 2026, at Shiloh Baptist Church. 
The event honored four outstanding school counselors: Consuelo Rojas, Rock Lake Elementary 
School; Carolyn Thomas-Riggs, Carver Middle School; Suzanne Lawe, Evans High School; and 
Anne Nortelus, Orange Technical College-Main Campus. 
 

The Sorority also presented an Outstanding Leadership Award to Dr. Tasha Brown-Cannon, Chief 
Executive Officer, Orange County Public Schools, and an Outstanding Supporter of Education 
Award to Alvin Cowans, President and CEO, McCoy Federal Credit Union. 
 

 
 

Honorees left to right: Alvin Cowans, Dr. Tasha Brown-Cannon, Anne Nortelus, Carolyn Thomas-
Riggs, Consuelo Rojas, and Alice J. Gordon, Beta Xi Chapter President. Photo by Mark Hinson. 
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Greetings were brought from Dr. Bridget Williams, Orange County Public Schools (left), and 
Reggie McGill, the City of Orlando (center). Scholarships were presented to Jayden Armstrong 
Gonzalez (Lake Sumter State College) and Cydney Jackson (Valencia State College) by Beta Xi 
Youth Coordinator, Claudette Monroe (right).  
 

     
 
Guests enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by Classic Catering and music by singer/saxophonist 
Naomi Joy Nelson.  
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The Delta Xi Lambda Chapter of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was a table sponsor. Sisters 
from the Central Florida Section of the National Council of Negro Women also attended.  
 
A good time was had by all. Photos are from Mark Hinson and Tameka Cox. 
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“Thank you, Beta Xi 
Chapter of the National 
Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, 
Inc., sisters Rebekah and 
Dr. Daniels, for the 
invitation to the 21st 
annual Gift of Teaching 
Luncheon. I had a great 
time seeing past co-
workers.” — Terry Williams 
(Facebook post) 
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“What a wonderful day with my Sorors of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa at our 

21st Annual Gift for Teaching Luncheon.          Today, we celebrated school counselors, 
educational leaders, and community partners who continue to support the work of 
education. I’m proud to be an educator and grateful to be part of our sisterhood.” 
—Soror Monica Gordon (Facebook post) 
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“Simply 

Beautiful!” 
--Soror 
Patti 

Moore 
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“Our 21st Gift of Teaching Luncheon was an extraordinary success, and that 
success reflects the dedication, creativity, and commitment of every Soror who 
contributed—whether present in the room or working diligently behind the 
scenes.”  --Basileus Gordon 
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“Kudos to The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Beta Xi Chapter 21st 

Annual Inspiring the Gift of Teaching Luncheon          . It was truly uplifting to 
reunite with my past work friends from Orange County Public Schools.”  
— Maria Dempsey (Facebook post) 
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Want to See All the Pictures? 
 
To see all the photos by photographer Mark Hinson (Sphinx Photography), go to https://sphinx-
unlimited.client-gallery.com/gallery/2026-phi-delta-kappa-luncheon.  

 
To see all the photos by Soror Tameka Cox, go to Google Drive at 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zE3tYtRYB2u89isogBzAVUPwEvDY6qXF.  
 
Anyone else who took photos and would like to share them, please post them to 
our list serve!! 

https://sphinx-unlimited.client-gallery.com/gallery/2026-phi-delta-kappa-luncheon
https://sphinx-unlimited.client-gallery.com/gallery/2026-phi-delta-kappa-luncheon
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zE3tYtRYB2u89isogBzAVUPwEvDY6qXF
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Congratulatory Note from the Basileus 
 

After reading the many congratulatory messages shared, I wholeheartedly agree. Our 21st Gift 
of Teaching Luncheon was an extraordinary success, and that success reflects the dedication, 
creativity, and commitment of every Soror who contributed—whether present in the room or 
working diligently behind the scenes. 
 

Special appreciation goes to Ms. Phelana, her husband, and their team for transforming our 
space so beautifully; to Classic Catering for their artistic presentation and exceptional service; to 
Naomi Joy for blessing us with her beautiful music; to our photographer, Mr. Hinson, for 
capturing the event with such care; to the artist who created our stunning entrance arch; and to 
those responsible for the impressive Chapter and Youth tablecloths that made such a 
statement. 
 

To every Soror who ensured that all things GOT flowed with excellence—thank you. 
As we begin envisioning GOT 2027, let us keep Dr. Walters’ closing message in mind: she 
welcomes and encourages a changing of the guard for leadership of our next GOT or another 
major fundraiser. We are deeply grateful for the years of leadership from Sorors Walters, 
Lancaster, June, Glover, Cooper, Jackson, Wilkerson, Paul, Leonard, P. Moore, and C. Jones. 
 
Our chapter is blessed with talented, creative, and capable Sorors. The question now is: Who 
will step forward to lead the next chapter of this legacy? 
 

Humbly Proud, 
Basileus Gordon 
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Sorors on the Move  

     
Left: Sorors Rose Cooper and Doris Jackson volunteering at the SAC Committee at Silver Pines 
Alternative School. Right: Dr. Nikita McCaskill-McPherson volunteered with the Orlando Chapter 
of FAMU National Alumni Association at the Walk MS Orlando 2026.  

PAVES 
By Dr. Deborah Daniels 
Every 23rd Day of the month, 
Sorors are encouraged to take a 
selfie in our Beta Xi colors, doing 
something to help or encourage 
others. Left: Soror Katie was is 
educating, and right: Soror 
Deborah was encouraging 
everyone who is of voting age to 
exercise their right to vote. This is a 
way of Providing Avenues of 
Visibility for our Educational 
Sorority (PAVES).  
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Orange County League of Women Voters  
Soror Rose Cooper volunteering with the League of Women Voters, educating Church of Christ 
Seniors on voter registration changes.  
 
AKA Kentucky Derby Soirée 
Our Basileus, Alice Gordon, and Grammateus, Dr. Deborah Daniels, supported the Nu Iota 
Omega Chapter of AKA during their annual Kentucky Derby Soirée. 
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Spring College and Career Fair  
Dr. Nikita McCaskill-McPherson volunteered at 
the Ocoee High School Spring College and Career 
Fair. She recruited with her Recruitment Co-
Chair, Linda Watson, and Young Professional 
Alumni Co-Chair Jalynn Watson. 

 

Orlando Union Rescue Mission  
Sorors Doris Jackson, Shun Crockett Carswell, 

and Rose Cooper volunteered 
at the Orlando Union Rescue 
Mission. Service is the second 

Wednesday of every month; 4:00-5:30. Sorors are asked to bring fresh fruit. 
 
NCNW Awards and Scholarship Luncheon 
 

Dr. Rebekah McCloud and Dr. 
Deborah Daniels supported 
the Central Florida Section of 
the National Council of 
Negro Women, Inc. at their 
third annual Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune Black Rose 
Awards and Scholarship 
Luncheon. Dr. Daniels gave 
the invocation, and Dr. 

McCloud made the scholarship presentations. Both Sorors serve on the scholarship committee. 
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Shout Out! 
 

Soror Tameka Cox recently earned a graduate certificate from UCF and was certified as Director 
of Career and Technical Education. Congratulations! 
 

This summer, Dr. Monica Gordon will begin teaching her first class as 
an adjunct instructor at the University of Central Florida. 
Congratulations! 
 

Dr. Rebekah McCloud is facilitating a Black History book study for the 
Dorothy Turner Johnson Branch of the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History (ASALH). The book being covered is 
Black History Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained. To obtain the 
presentation slides, go to the DTJ ASALH website at asalhdtj.org. Look 
under the Event/Calendar section. Congratulations! 

 
Happy Birthday 

Sorors!! 
 
 
 

May 

DJUNA POOLE 5/3 

DEBORAH DANIELS 5/8 

SHELEEN KENNEDY 5/9 

DESHELIA RUMPH 5/10 

TANGELA JONES 5/11 

FRANCES HOWARD 5/31 

June 

KATHI WYNN 6/1 

SHUNTA CROCKETT-CARSWELL 6/4 

MARY DICKSON 6/5 

REBEKAH MCCLOUD 6/15 

MARIONETTE LEONARD 6/20 

HAZEL BROWN 6/20 

CHERYL THOMAS 6/29 
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Beta Xi Chapter 2026-27 Officer Nominations 
 

 

Katie May-Taylor    Johnnie Glover    Carmen Lamar-Canady 
1st Anti Basileus    3rd Anti Basileus    Tamiciouchos 

 

Zeta June                Doris Jackson         Rebekah McCloud 
Epistoleus                Dean of Pledgees         Public Relations 
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Youth News 
By Soror Claudette Monroe 

The Youth Committee would like to thank you for your continuous support this year. We 
raised over $400 dollars, and are still totaling up everything from our fund-raiser.  Yeah! We 
truly appreciate everyone also jumping in to help us pull off our Silent Auction with the 
Baskets.  It is always a hit!  
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Youth Service at Guardian Care Nursing Home 
 

The Youth's last meeting and volunteering for the year was Sunday, May 3rd. We met and 
volunteered at Guardian Care Nursing Home. We gave them our donation of wash cloths and 
played BINGO! Several of our Sorors sent, mailed or delivered white wash cloths. Thank you, we 

truly appreciate it.          
 

Basileus Gordon and Sorors Shun Crockett Carswell, and Carmen Lamar-Canady joined us. A 
good day was had by all. See the photos on the next page. 
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Anthropos News 
By Dr. Deborah Daniels 
 
Our Anthropos do an outstanding job of supporting our chapter as a whole. The Anthropos 
mentor our Kappa Omicron TAU (KOT) college students as needed and send care packages and 
messages of encouragement twice per year.  The Anthropos present information about their 
career to our Xinos and Kudos on ZOOM and, coming soon, through a pamphlet, support them 
financially as needed, and are always here to mentor and encourage them as needed. 
 

    
Left photo (left to right): Anthropos James Gordon (husband of Soror Monica Gordon), Beta Xi 
Anthropos Chair Soror Deborah Daniels, Carl Henry Lancaster II (husband of Soror Lillian 
Lancaster), and Tyrone Cox (husband of Soror Tameka Cox). Right photo (left to right): 
Anthropos James Gordon, Carl Henry Lancaster II, and Tyrone Cox. 
 
At the Gift of Teaching Luncheon, Beta Xi Anthropos gifted Sorors with a Calla Lily ink pen as an 
early Mother’s Day present. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Left photo (left to right): Soror Tameka Cox and Anthropos Tyrone Cox. Middle photo (left to 
right):  Soror Lillian Lancaster and Anthropos Carl Henry Lancaster II. Right photo (left to right): 
Anthropos James Gordon, his aunt and our Basileus Alice Gordon, and Soror Monica Gordon. 
 

We encourage all Sorors to encourage one or more men in your life to be one of our Anthropos. 
The male in your life can be any of the following: a spouse, significant other, your father, son, 
uncle, brother, coworker, a friend, your pastor, your doctor, etc. 
 

Going forward, we will have two levels for joining: 

• $35.00 annual fee - $9.00 insurance, $1.00 local fee, and $25.00 regional fee. 

• $85.00 annual fee - $9.00 insurance, $1.00 local fee, $25.00 regional fee, and $50.00 
national fee. 

 

The link for connecting your Anthropos to the group is: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvPEOeRiRIf5Tw4mJvuGGByMZ3u4h0JJbZwcezrYi
LthW7Ig/viewform 
 

Once you fill out the Google form, we will give you the information you need for the payment 
to be made. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvPEOeRiRIf5Tw4mJvuGGByMZ3u4h0JJbZwcezrYiLthW7Ig/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvPEOeRiRIf5Tw4mJvuGGByMZ3u4h0JJbZwcezrYiLthW7Ig/viewform
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Founders’ Day 
By Soror Patti Moore 
 

The Beta Xi Chapter of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., will be celebrating our 
upcoming Founders’ Day with three beautiful, festive, and service-giving events. They include: 
 

1. The Founders’ Day Program, May 23rd, 2026, immediately following our May Chapter 
Meeting. The attire is uninterrupted white / business dress wear. Please remember to bring your 
flashlight and ritual.  
 

2. Founders’ Day Worship Service will take place at Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, 421 
S. Pennsylvania Ave., Winter Park, FL. Please arrive at 10:45am and meet in the Auxiliary Bldg., 
next to the Church. Attire-Red and Gold Dressy Church Wear.  
 

3. Founders’ Day Service Activity. A joint collaborative effort with Shiloh Baptist Church “Clothes 
Closet.” We are asking Beta Xi Sorors to please donate much-needed hygiene items for our 
homeless population.  In addition, “Black Socks for Men” and “White Socks for Youth.” 
All items will be collected at our May 23rd Chapter Meeting. Also, feel free to contact 
Chairperson, Soror Patti Moore @ 321-217- 3647.  
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Health and Wellness Corner  
 

Announcing A New Initiative: Our Health Our Wellness (OHOW) 
On April 1, 2026, the Black Health Matters Foundation will launch our newest initiative, Our 
Health Our Wellness (https://ourhealthourwellness.com/). The initiative 
begins in April and is designed to improve health outcomes and empower 
us to adopt healthy behavioral changes through prevention, intervention, 
and increased access to resources, and will continue beyond April. 
 

Why is OHOW Needed Now? 
We believe that it is time to change the national dialogue around health 
and wellness. And because we are the leading health authority for Black and Brown 
communities, our goal with OHOW is to equip you and your family with the information you 
need to prioritize your well-being. With information and resources available in English and 
Spanish that help close the gaps in health outcomes for us. 
 

“Being healthy and having access to proper services for wellness are essential as we age. I want 
OHOW to be a movement where people can learn about what’s impacting them and their 
families. Then know how to speak with their doctor and have guidance on the next steps,” said 
Roslyn Y. Daniels, CEO and Founder of Black Health Matters. 
 

What Resources Will You Find on the OHOW Website? 
OHOW content has been specifically designed to promote healthy behavioral changes that 
improve health outcomes and to provide information that focuses on prevention, intervention, 
and treatment, as well as access to resources. With that in mind, we have identified and 
prioritized key health concerns that can disproportionately impact our communities. They 
include: Alzheimer’s, Cancer, Chronic Kidney Disease, Heart Health (Cholesterol, Diabetes, 
Hypertension), Mental Health, Vaccinations, among others. The month of April and beyond, we 
want to advocate for preventive risk reduction, early detection, and intervention. 
 

Source: https://blackhealthmatters.com/announcing-our-new-initiative-our-health-our-
wellness-ohow/  

https://ourhealthourwellness.com/
https://blackhealthmatters.com/announcing-our-new-initiative-our-health-our-wellness-ohow/
https://blackhealthmatters.com/announcing-our-new-initiative-our-health-our-wellness-ohow/
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May is American Stroke Month  
Beginning this May 2026, the American Stroke Association will adopt the B.E. F.A.S.T. acronym to 
help the public more easily recognize the signs of stroke and act quickly. When it comes to 
spotting stroke and getting help, the faster, the better. Strokes can happen to anyone, at any 
age. Learn the signs of stroke and how to lower the risk for another one. When you spot a 
stroke warning sign, be fast. Recognizing the stroke warning signs and calling 911 immediately 
may make the difference between a strong recovery or long-term disability; survival or death. 
 

 
Source:  The American Stroke Association https://www.stroke.org/en/about-the-american-
stroke-association/stroke-awareness-month.  

https://www.stroke.org/en/about-the-american-stroke-association/stroke-awareness-month
https://www.stroke.org/en/about-the-american-stroke-association/stroke-awareness-month
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May is High Blood Pressure Education Month 
High blood pressure—or hypertension—is a major risk factor for heart disease. Half of 
Americans have high blood pressure, and many don’t know they have it. Have yours checked 
and talk to a healthcare provider about what your numbers mean for you. 
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month 
 

 
 

Mental Health Awareness Month (MHAM) has been observed since 1949. For more than 20 
years, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has joined 
that tradition every May, raising awareness, sharing resources, and supporting the individuals 
and communities who need it most. 
 

Overall Theme: See the Person. Support the Journey. 
Mental health is part of everyday life. It shapes how we think, feel, connect with others, and 
move through the world. This year’s theme highlights the importance of: 

• Noticing early signs of mental health concerns 
• Strengthening the support around us 
• Responding with care and compassion during challenging moments 

 

Mental health touches every part of life — from housing and work to relationships and 
community. When mental health challenges arise, they often intersect with substance use, and 
whole person care that addresses both is essential to lasting recovery and well-being. 

• Week 1 (May 1 – 8): Understanding Mental Illness, Including Serious Mental Illness: 
Awareness Leads to Compassion. 

• Week 2 (May 11 – 15): Early Support Matters: Recognizing Signs in Children and Youth 

• Week 3 (May 18 – 22): Words Matter and Words Can Heal 

• Week 4 (May 25 – 29): Supporting Loved Ones: Connection Is a Powerful Form of Care 
 

Source: SAMSA https://www.samhsa.gov/about/digital-toolkits/mental-health-awareness-
month.  

https://www.samhsa.gov/about/digital-toolkits/mental-health-awareness-month
https://www.samhsa.gov/about/digital-toolkits/mental-health-awareness-month


    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    34 

Tips for Care Givers 
 

It’s not easy being a caregiver. It is an important job; for many, it is the most important job they 
will have in life. Because you are your loved one’s #1 advocate, your role is pivotal in how they 
cope with and treat their illness. Here are a few tips that may prove helpful. For more, go to 
https://www.numberanalytics.com/blog/ultimate-guide-to-african-american-caregiving.  
 

Managing Caregiving Tasks and Responsibilities. Caregiving involves a range of tasks and 
responsibilities, from managing medications and medical appointments to providing emotional 
support and daily care. Some strategies for managing caregiving tasks include: 
 

• Creating a caregiving schedule: Developing a routine or schedule to help manage 
caregiving tasks and responsibilities. 

• Prioritizing tasks: Focusing on the most important tasks and delegating or deferring less 
critical tasks when possible. 

• Seeking support: Reaching out to family, friends, and community resources for 
emotional support and help with caregiving tasks and responsibilities. 

 

Strategies for Maintaining Caregiver Well-being. Caregiving can be a stressful and emotionally 
demanding role, and it's essential for caregivers to prioritize their own well-being. Some 
strategies for maintaining caregiver well-being include: 
 

• Self-care: Engaging in activities that promote relaxation and stress reduction, such as 
exercise, meditation, or hobbies. 

• Taking breaks: Taking time off from caregiving to rest and recharge. 
 

The Importance of Social Support for Caregivers. Social support has been shown to have a 
positive impact on caregiver well-being, reducing stress and anxiety and improving overall 
health outcomes. Some of the ways that social support can benefit caregivers include: 
 

• Emotional support: Providing a listening ear and emotional support to caregivers. 
• Practical help: Assisting with caregiving tasks and responsibilities. 
• Informational support: Providing information and resources to caregivers. 

https://www.numberanalytics.com/blog/ultimate-guide-to-african-american-caregiving
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National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Incorporated 
59th SOUTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

Summaries 
 
 
Plenary 1--April 10, 2026 
Submitted by Delegate Alice J. Gordon 
 

The conference booklet outlines the order of the presentations during the first Plenary 
session.  One of the highlights of this Plenary session was the “State of the Region” address 
presented by Madame SERD Durrah.  She shared the growth that has taken place in the Region-
--chartering of new Chapters, over 20 new KOT groups; growth within Chapters; 129 paid 
Anthrops at the National level; 16 of our 26 chapters now have Anthropos groups.  
 
The proposed 2026-2027 budget was presented, and information on voting was presented.  An 
internal audit report was given by our Regional Chair.  
Special recognition – First-time attendees (Beta Xi had 3), Darling Divas, and the Regional 
Committee Chairs. 
 
The Sorors who were interested in being on the Regional Nominating Committee presented 
their remarks and explained why we should vote for them.  There were 4 candidates for the 
three open positions.  Sorors from Epsilon Tau, Gamma Psi, and Alpha Gamma were elected to 
serve. Clarity was given for the voting process (where, what, when). 
 
The Literacy Luncheon followed Plenary 1- good meal; Literacy speaker shared what has been 
happening and upcoming changes that benefit and some that come with concerns that will 
directly impact the students of Shelby County. The speaker gave some statistical highlights of 
what is happening with literacy and how the District is addressing the concerns. 
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Public Meeting Awards Dinner—April 10, 2026 
Submitted by Soror Deborah Daniels 
 

Theme: The Crown of Knowledge Cultivating Excellence in Education. Awards were 
given to community leaders and supporters of education.  
 

The Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Vincent Hunter, Principal Mentor, Memphis Shelby County Schools 

Dr. Hunter has been the principal of Whitehaven High School in Memphis, 
Tennessee, for over 15 years. Dr. Hunter's honors and recognitions include: 
2017 Rainbow P.U.S.H. Educator of the year, 2019 State Representative 
Barbara Cooper Living Legends Leadership Award. 2020 Shelby County 
Schools Principal of the Year and 2022 State of Tennessee House: Joint 
Resolution No. 970 Service award recipient. He has served as the 
Whitehaven Empowerment Zone Executive Principal. 

 
The Honorees 
Dr. Gina Stewart, Pastor of Christ Missionary Baptist Church 

Dr. Gina Stewart is a pastor, preacher, visionary builder, mentor, 
community advocate, and adjunct professor. She has served as pastor 
of Christ Missionary Baptist Church for over 31 years. Dr. Stewart is a 
former board member of the National Civil Rights Museum and Bread 
for the World. She is the founder of Greater Works Inc., a non-profit 
organization devoted to philanthropy and ministry development. 

 
Mr. Keith Williams, Memphis Shelby County Schools Board Commissioner 

Mr. Williams is a dedicated educator and education advocate with over 
41   years of experience. Mr. Williams is the Memphis-Shelby County 
Schools Commissioner representing District 6. He has served as the 
Executive Director and President of the Memphis-Shelby County 
Education Association. 
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Dr. David L. Acey~ Executive Director of the Africa in April Cultural Awareness 
Festival 

Dr. Acey is the retired Assistant Professor of African American Rhetoric 
and Interracial Communication at the University of Memphis in 
Memphis, Tennessee. Thirty-nine years ago, Dr. Acey, in partnership with 
his wife, Yvonne B. Acey created the Africa in April Cultural Awareness 
Festival, where he serves as Executive Director. His academic and 
professional life have been devoted to improving the quality of life for 
African Americans and others in the quest for achieving success in a 
global society. 

 
Plenary #3--April 11, 2026 
Submitted by Soror Carmen Lamar Canady 
 

This plenary included Ritualistic Services. 
Credentials Report - Included 37 chapters chartered. 
11 chapters inactive 
23 chapters present 
3 chapters absent 
37 number of delegates 
12 number of alternates 
179 number of registered Sorors for PLENARY 1 & 2 
181 number of registered Sorors for PLENARY 3 
7 number KOT’s 
28 number of Anthropos 
214 total number of Conference attendees for Plenary 2 
216 total number of Conference attendees for Plenary 3 
Roll Call- All chapters reported 
Election Results- 4 Sorors for Nominating Committee -* winners 
Keny White*   Latisha King * 
Carolyn Meadow  Deborah Martin* 
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Appointment of Nomination Committee 
Marshall Report- 1 Soror fined for ringing phone 
Ceremonies for ill and deceased Sorors 
Beta Xi had 6 ill & 3 deceased Sorors 
Torch Lighting Ceremony 
 

President’s Breakfast—April 11, 2026 
Submitted by Soror Rebekah McCloud 
 

The President’s Breakfast was held on April 11, 2026. At the breakfast, Rev. Dr. Gina Marcia 
Stewart, Senior Pastor of Christ Missionary Baptist Church, was honored.  She is the first African 
American female elected to serve an established African American Baptist congregation in 

Memphis and Shelby 
County and has served in 
this capacity since March 
1995. Her non-profit 
organization, Greater 
Works, Inc., provides 
financial resources and 
technical assistance to 
faith-based start-ups and 
emerging non-profits, 
ministries, and churches. 
Awards were also given to 
community members for 
their work in the Memphis 
area. Included was a 

recognition of the owners of one of the local Black history museums. 
 
Additionally, several Chapters within the Southeast Region presented NSPDK President Noreen 
Little with gifts and proclamations from their states. Members of the Florida delegation 
presented a proclamation from Florida State Senator LaVon Bracy Davis (District 15).  
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SER Workshops Saturday, April 11, 2026 
Theme:  Learn. Apply. Transform: 

Empowering A Sisterhood Through Continuous Learning 
 

Workshop #2 She Leads: Power, Presence, & Purpose 
Submitted by Soror Carmen Lamar Canady 
 

Presenter: Dr. LaToya M. Jackson, Epsilon Psi Chapter, Jackson, Mississippi 
She spoke about how every woman is a leader— but how intentionally does she lead? The 
workshop was designed to help women refine how they show up and lead in every space. This 
session equips women with practical tools to lead with confidence, clarity, and purpose in the 
sorority, workplace, and community. She discussed “how do you show up”, you step up to lead 
by supporting others, making difficult decisions, prioritizing relationships, and giving advice to 
others. Lead by example!!!! Leadership is not about being comfortable. It is about 
Responsibility!! 
 

Workshop #3 “Thinking Classrooms: Unlocking Student Potential Through Rigorous  
Learning” 
Submitted by Soror Deborah Daniels  
 

Presenter: Soror Zella R. Ford of Zeta Delta Chapter, From Selma, Alabama 
Soror Zella Ford did an outstanding job of sharing the information above and engaging the 
participants throughout her presentation. Soror Zella R. Ford shared the importance of focusing 
on the level of learning, knowing your standard, Scaffolding, Pre-assessment, Quality over 
quantity, identifying the learners, setting the discourse up even through pre-K, and knowing and 
using Primary Sources. 
 
The Thinking Classroom fosters Group Work, making assignments relevant to the students, 
modeling what is expected, and using Think Pair Share activities, etc. 
As the teacher facilitator: Don’t assume anything, make sure you have students restate the 
questions, know that Indicators are used for feedback and not evaluation, know that formative 
assessments are ongoing checks for knowledge,  Essential components are important – 
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Communicate them, develop them, and provide them, and you will see an increase in the 
knowledge of your students and create and make products. 
 
Aspects of instructional tasks 
Clear learning goals using my standards 
Using my verb 
Purposeful Content 
Tangible Product  
Evidence of Reasoning  
Assessment opportunity  
 

The want is the instructional task, and the process of the content is the Inquiry task.  
 

Workshop #4 Leadership: Learning the Value of Application 
Submitted by Delegate Alice J. Gordon 
 

Presenter: Dr. Rebekah McCloud, Beta Xi—Orlando, FL 
Objectives: 
As a result of this session, participants will be introduced to: 

• Definition of Leadership  

• How to Adapt Leadership Styles (12 Leadership Traits) 

• Leadership Growth 

• What Leaders Really Do 

• Management vs Leadership 

• 10 Rules of Good Followership 

• Issues Facing Leaders & How to Address 
 

Take Aways 

• Leadership is a process of social influence that maximizes the efforts of others toward 
the achievement of a goal) 

• Focused on 12 Leadership Traits 

• Strong leaders make sure ALL stakeholders know the vision. 
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• We must do a SWOT Analysis of our organization, company, etc. (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats) 

• Don’t have people stuck in one role; challenge them to try other areas. 
 

The analogy of painting a house was used to help us think about our leadership/followership 
expectations:  When observing a completed paint job, would you describe it as: poor, ok, good, 
excellent?  What are your expectations of a performance?  Lots of sharing amongst the group. 
(Including Past Supreme Etta Carter and Past SER Director Ann Black – both offering great 
supportive comments) 
 

Workshop #6 Groove Your Way to a Healthy Lifestyle:  Take Control of Your Health…and Have 
Fun Doing IT!!!!! 
Submitted by Delegate Alice J. Gordon 
 

Presenter: Soror Patrice Marsh, Beta Kappa—West Palm Beach, FL 
Objectives: 

• Describe what hypertension is, its common causes, and health risks 

• Plan and demonstrate two simple, heart-healthy recipes or meal swaps that reduce 
sodium and increase nutrient density. 

• Identify community resources and follow-up steps (healthcare, nutrition, counseling, 
support groups) for ongoing management. 

• Line Dancing will be added as a basic exercise or activity routine that supports blood 
pressure reduction. 
 

The audience participation workshop provided opportunities for participants to share some of 
their personal experiences in their journey to heart-health.  One of our Sorors shared how 
changing her lifestyle helped her to lose over 100 pounds and how happy she is to be healthy 
and living her best life.  Lots of recipes and resources for finding recipes were shared.  The 
session ended with Sorors learning a line dance that could keep us moving.  (Even Madame 
Supreme Little joined in learning the line dance). 
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Workshop #7 You Design It  
Submitted by Soror Rebekah McCloud 
 

Presenter: Soror Deborah Daniels, Beta Xi, Orlando, FL 
Dr. Deborah Daniels presented You Design It, an interactive workshop that gave middle school 
and high school teachers and administrators literal and practical examples of how students are 
able to have voice and choice regarding their academic and educational success.  She 
developed this project while teaching science in Indiana. It is a week-long student-designed 
presentation project that gives students creative control. They get an opportunity to share their 
knowledge and become co-teachers in the classroom. She shared a video that gave step-by-
step instructions on how a teacher may implement You Design It in the classrooms. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VMC1JmC1RMU&ra=m. Dr. Daniels was the Indiana Teacher 
of the Year. 
 

Beta Xi Chapter Programming May-June 2026 
MAY TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK (MAY 2-6), FOUNDERS’ DAY, NATIONAL MENTAL 

HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH, NATIONAL HYPERTENSION EDUCATION MONTH & 
NATIONAL STROKE AWARENESS MONTH 
Second Sunday Prayer Call—7PM & Weekly Sister to Sister Check in  

JUNE NSPDK, INC. SOUTHEAST REGIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE JUNE 11-14, 2026, 
INSTALLATION OF CHAPTER OFFICERS & YEAR END ACTIVITIES 
Second Sunday Prayer Call—7PM & Weekly Sister to Sister Check in 

Next Chapter Meetings 
Our next Beta Xi Chapter meeting is Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 10:00am. The meeting will be 
held at the Heart of West Lakes, 710 S. Tampa Ave., Orlando, FL 32805. The Founders’ Day 
Program will be held immediately following our May Chapter Meeting. The attire is 
uninterrupted white / business dress wear. Please remember to bring your flashlight and ritual.  
 
Toiletries for women and men (black socks for men) – Deliver to Sorors Patti Moore (321-217-
3647)/ Deborah Daniels (317-919-7181) before/during May Chapter meeting. 
 
 
 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VMC1JmC1RMU&ra=m
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Financial Literacy: Living Paycheck to Paycheck 
 

By Julia Kagan 
 
The problem of full-time workers in the U.S. 
living paycheck to paycheck persists. One 
contributing factor is that salaries have not 
increased enough over the years to keep up 
with the cost of living. Personal debt levels 
related to student loans, credit cards, and rising 
childcare costs continue to increase, even for 
individuals earning salaries over $100,000. 
Hence, more Americans are adding part-time 
work and side hustles to their full-time jobs to 
increase their income. Or they become full-
time workers in the gig economy if they're able 
to make more money that way. 
 

How to Stop Living Paycheck to Paycheck 
Personal accountability can play a role in 
balancing one's budget to avoid living paycheck 
to paycheck. Here's what else you can do: 
• Review your budget.  
• Make sure you save.  
• Pay off your debt.  
• Increase your income.  
 
Source: Adapted from the article Living 
Paycheck to Paycheck: Definition, Statistics, 
How to Stop. See the entire article at 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/paycheck-to-paycheck.asp.   

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/paycheck-to-paycheck.asp
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The Educator’s Corner— TEACH-A-RAMA 
Curriculum Pacing 
By Dwight S. Williams 
 

𝗔𝘀 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹 𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿 𝗲𝗻𝗱𝘀, 𝗺𝗮𝗻𝘆 
𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹𝘀 𝗰𝗵𝗮𝘀𝗲 𝗽𝗮𝗰𝗶𝗻𝗴. 𝗡𝗼𝘁 
𝗹𝗲𝗮𝗿𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴. I understand it. The 
pressure to “finish everything” is 
real. But when pacing becomes 
the priority, learning often 
becomes the cost. And student 
learning will always be my north 
star. 𝗛𝗲𝗿𝗲 𝗮𝗿𝗲 𝟭𝟬 𝗦𝗶𝗴𝗻𝘀 
𝗖𝘂𝗿𝗿𝗶𝗰𝘂𝗹𝘂𝗺 𝗣𝗮𝗰𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗜𝘀 𝗛𝘂𝗿𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 
𝗦𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗟𝗲𝗮𝗿𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴 (𝗔𝗻𝗱 𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 
𝗟𝗲𝗮𝗱𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝗦𝗵𝗼𝘂𝗹𝗱 𝗗𝗼 𝗔𝗯𝗼𝘂𝘁 𝗜𝘁). 
 

𝟭. 𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝗿𝘂𝘀𝗵 𝗹𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗼𝗻𝘀 𝘁𝗼 
𝘀𝘁𝗮𝘆 𝗼𝗻 𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗱𝘂𝗹𝗲.  

    Adjust pacing based on 
evidence, not the calendar.  
 

𝟮. 𝗦𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀 𝗺𝗼𝘃𝗲 𝗼𝗻 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 
𝘂𝗻𝗳𝗶𝗻𝗶𝘀𝗵𝗲𝗱 𝘂𝗻𝗱𝗲𝗿𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗻𝗱𝗶𝗻𝗴.  

     Build reteach days into unit 
plans.  
 

𝟯. 𝗤𝘂𝗲𝘀𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀 𝗮𝗿𝗲 𝗰𝘂𝘁 𝘀𝗵𝗼𝗿𝘁 𝘁𝗼 
“𝗴𝗲𝘁 𝘁𝗵𝗿𝗼𝘂𝗴𝗵 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗹𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗼𝗻.” 

    Protect time for discussion and 
sense-making.  
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𝟰. 𝗜𝗻𝗱𝗲𝗽𝗲𝗻𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗽𝗿𝗮𝗰𝘁𝗶𝗰𝗲 𝗳𝗲𝗲𝗹𝘀 𝗿𝘂𝘀𝗵𝗲𝗱 𝗼𝗿 𝘀𝗵𝗮𝗹𝗹𝗼𝘄.  

    Reduce quantity and increase quality of tasks.  
 

𝟱.𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝗳𝗲𝗲𝗹 𝗽𝗿𝗲𝘀𝘀𝘂𝗿𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵 𝗽𝗮𝗴𝗲𝘀, 𝗻𝗼𝘁 𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗻𝗱𝗮𝗿𝗱𝘀.  

    Anchor planning to priority standards.  
 

𝟲. 𝗘𝘅𝗶𝘁 𝘁𝗶𝗰𝗸𝗲𝘁 𝗱𝗮𝘁𝗮 𝗶𝘀 𝗰𝗼𝗹𝗹𝗲𝗰𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝗯𝘂𝘁 𝗶𝗴𝗻𝗼𝗿𝗲𝗱.  

    Use data to decide what needs more time.  
 

𝟳. 𝗦𝘁𝗿𝘂𝗴𝗴𝗹𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘀𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀 𝗳𝗮𝗹𝗹 𝗳𝘂𝗿𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿 𝗯𝗲𝗵𝗶𝗻𝗱 𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵 𝘂𝗻𝗶𝘁.  

    Add intervention blocks and small-group support.  
 

𝟴. 𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝘀𝗸𝗶𝗽 𝗿𝗶𝗰𝗵 𝘁𝗮𝘀𝗸𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝘀𝗮𝘃𝗲 𝘁𝗶𝗺𝗲.  

    Preserve high-cognitive-demand work.  
 

𝟵. 𝗦𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀 𝗳𝗼𝗿𝗴𝗲𝘁 𝗽𝗿𝗶𝗼𝗿 𝘂𝗻𝗶𝘁𝘀 𝗾𝘂𝗶𝗰𝗸𝗹𝘆.  

    Spiral review and cumulative practice consistently. 
 
𝟭𝟬. 𝗙𝗶𝗻𝗶𝘀𝗵𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗰𝘂𝗿𝗿𝗶𝗰𝘂𝗹𝘂𝗺 𝗶𝘀 𝗰𝗲𝗹𝗲𝗯𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝗺𝗼𝗿𝗲 𝘁𝗵𝗮𝗻 𝗺𝗮𝘀𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘆.  

    Define success as learning, not coverage.  
 

Strong leaders know this: A pacing guide should guide instruction. It should not control it. We 
must empower teachers to adapt and ensure that major standards are taught deeply. Make 
decisions based on what students actually need. 
 

Source: 
LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-
%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-
%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D
%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-
%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-
7453921906157785088-
U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXI
m5yRCleWM4LrKprM0 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dwightswill_%F0%9D%97%94%F0%9D%98%80-%F0%9D%98%81%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%B2-%F0%9D%98%80%F0%9D%97%B0%F0%9D%97%B5%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%BC%F0%9D%97%B9-%F0%9D%98%86%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%AE%F0%9D%97%BF-%F0%9D%97%B2%F0%9D%97%BB%F0%9D%97%B1%F0%9D%98%80-share-7453921906157785088-U5uy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAAHXZO8BGLpDoV8UXIm5yRCleWM4LrKprM0
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Teacher Appreciation Day Celebration 
By Sorors Clara Walters & Doris Jackson 
 

Beta Xi celebrated Teacher Appreciation Day by providing lunch for the staff at The Ivey Lane 
Elementary School. Dr. Brown-Cannon, Chief Academic Officer for Orange County Public 
Schools, was also invited and gave words of encouragement. She received our outstanding 
leadership award at this year’s Gift of Teaching Luncheon. Present for the event were Basileus 
Gordon, and Sorors Clara Walters, Doris Jackson, Carmen Lamar Canady, Patti Moore, and 
Gorsha Galbraith. 
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Cards were also presented to the teachers 
at Ivey Lane Elementary. 
 

Beta Xi sponsors the N.O.B.L.E. Knight 
Program at Ivey Lane Elementary School. 
The reward incentive program promotes 
positive N.O.B.L.E.  Knight behavior.  We 
help furnish the items and give a donation 
to help supply the items for the school’s 
“Beta Shop,” named after Beta Xi. 
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Technology Corner—Direct Messages (DMs) 
  
A DM, or Direct Message, is a private, one-on-one or small group conversation on social media 
platforms like Instagram, X (formerly Twitter), and Facebook. Unlike public posts or comments, 
DMs are only visible to the sender and recipient, making them ideal for confidential, personal, 
or professional communication. 
 

Unlike public comments or posts, DMs are only visible to the sender and recipient. They are 
used for private conversations, customer support, and networking.  
 

It's super similar to text messaging, except you're sending messages through the social media 
app rather than normal texting through your phone app. You'd send a DM if you wanted to have 
a private conversation with someone where only you and the recipient would see the message. 
 

No, a DM (direct message) is not the same as texting, though they are similar. Texting (SMS) 
uses your phone number to send messages via a mobile carrier, while a DM is a private message 
sent within social media apps (e.g., Instagram, Twitter) or messenger apps (e.g., Facebook 
Messenger) using data/internet.  
 

On Instagram, your DMs (direct messages) are located in the top-right corner of the home feed, 
represented by a paper airplane or messenger icon. Recent updates have moved this icon to the 
bottom right for some users. Check "Requests" at the top right of your inbox if you cannot find a 
message from someone you don't follow.  
 

To start a DM, press the paper airplane symbol or Message button on someone's profile, enter 
your message, and then click send. 
 

Below are the DM & SMS logos you’ll find on your device: 
1. Telephone Text Message   2. Facebook Messenger    3. WhatsApp   4. Google Message 
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Technology Corner—Dropbox 
 

Soror Claudette has set up a Dropbox folder for Beta Xi. The link is 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gr494ep2jgoqh1aqs9j2q/AO6h3-
PaJ9JibZ2XnPeGYTs?rlkey=5v5oupl2v2hcfrzf4lekau67x&st=znhiqsqh&dl=0. 
 

To access a Dropbox shared folder, click the link above or the one sent to you in your invitation 
email, or log in to dropbox.com, click Shared in the left sidebar, and select Join folder. You can 
then view or edit the files directly from your browser, the desktop app, or the mobile app, 
depending on your permissions.  
Methods to Access Shared Folders 

• Via Email Invite: Click the link in the email invitation and follow the prompts to sign in or 
sign up. 

• Via Dropbox Website: 
1. Go to dropbox.com and log in. 
2. Click Shared in the left sidebar. 
3. Locate the folder and click Join folder. 

• Via Shared Link (No Account Needed): If the owner sent a link instead of an invitation, 
you can click the link to view or download files without a Dropbox account.  

Troubleshooting & Tips 
• Space Limitations: If you are joining a folder (not just viewing a link), the folder's size 

must be less than the available space in your account. 
• Missing Folders: Check the Shared tab, as you may need to accept the invitation, or the 

folder may have been removed. 
• View-Only vs. Editing: If you cannot edit, the owner may have set your permission to 

"Can view".  
Access on Devices 

• Desktop: Once joined, the folder will automatically appear in your local Dropbox folder if 
you have the app installed. 

• Mobile: Open the Dropbox mobile app, tap Files, then Shared.  
 

Source: https://help.dropbox.com/share/add-shared-folder 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gr494ep2jgoqh1aqs9j2q/AO6h3-PaJ9JibZ2XnPeGYTs?rlkey=5v5oupl2v2hcfrzf4lekau67x&st=znhiqsqh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gr494ep2jgoqh1aqs9j2q/AO6h3-PaJ9JibZ2XnPeGYTs?rlkey=5v5oupl2v2hcfrzf4lekau67x&st=znhiqsqh&dl=0
https://help.dropbox.com/share/add-shared-folder
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Let Me Hear From You 
 
Let me know what you’d like to see in the newsletter. Those who answered the survey indicated 
the following:  
 
What topics would you like to be covered in future newsletters? 

• Activities available in the greater Orlando area. 

• Learning and Behavior Management Strategies.  

• Our Youth updates. 

• Sisterhood Do’s and Don'ts. 

• Professional Development. 

• Any topic regarding education/Beta Xi members. 
 

I’m doing my best to fulfil your requests. If there’s more, just send me an email 
(rebekahmccloud@yahoo.com) or a text message (407-970-6407). This is our 
newsletter/magazine, and I want it to be informative and useful. Thanks.  
 
Dr. Rebekah 
 

 

mailto:rebekahmccloud@yahoo.com
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Voting: Check Your Status 
Be sure that you get ready for the upcoming voting season. Check your voter registration status. 
Check with your county Supervisor of Elections Office website. You may also go to the Florida 
Department of State website at https://registration.dos.fl.gov/CheckVoterStatus.  
 

 

https://registration.dos.fl.gov/CheckVoterStatus
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Coming Events 

                   

     



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    56 

   

   



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    57 

      

    



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    58 

  

      



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    59 

    

       



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    60 

     

        



    The Calla Lily 

       Gazette 
Beta Xi Chapter of The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. (NSPDK) 

Volume 1 ⧫ Number 5 ⧫ May 2026
 

 

 

 

    61 

 


