
WALK-IN 
CLOSETS

 TIPS FOR A MORE ORGANIZED CLOSET

SIMPLIFY. ORGANIZE. ENJOY.



When build ing  a  home or designing a  c ustom c loset, it c an often 
be d iffic ult to antic ipa te how muc h storage you a re rea lly going to 
need . If you a re luc ky enough to have a  wa lk-in c loset, there a re 
severa l key a reas of design, organiza tion, and  func tiona lity tha t you 
will want to keep  in mind . We have c omp iled  some of our best tips 
on wha t to c onsider for storage options, layout, and  c onstruc tion in 
this Custom Walk-In Closet Construc tion Guide. 

In the following pages, we will d isc uss every aspec t of good  wa lk-in 
c loset design inc lud ing lighting , outlet p lac ement, hampers, 
c ustom vanities, and  more. Having a  good  idea  of wha t you want 
your wa lk-in c loset to look like will help  your designer to p lan, 
c onstruc t, and  exec ute the spac e you have visua lized . 



FIRST...
There a re 5 key points to c onsider 
when designing a  c ustom wa lk-in 
c loset.

Habits 
Do you tend  to hang your shorts/ pants or 
fo ld  them in d rawers? Do you wear 
business c lothes whic h typ ic a lly req uire 
more hang ing spac e than c asua l 
c lothing? Do you have a  set of go-to 
ac c essories, or do you wear your entire 
c ollec tion evenly? 

Ask yourself some c ritic a l q uestions about 
your da ily outfits. The answers to these 
q uestions will help  your designer p lan a  
c loset tha t is not only visua lly a ttrac tive, 
but effic ient as well. 

Planning 
Housing c ab le boxes, routers, a la rm 
systems, other elec tric a l eq uipment and  
p lumb ing in the c loset is a  c ommon 
p rac tic e. It is important to have a  p lan for 
your storage before a llowing an 
elec tric ian or p lumber to work in your 
c loset. Make sure tha t they a re mind ful of 
your vision. 

Value
When build ing  a  c ustom wa lk-in c loset, 
c onsider how the fea tures in the c loset 
will improve or detrac t from your home?s 
resa le va lue. Typ ic a lly, a  c ustom c loset will 
help  sell your home. However, the design 
should  not be so uniq ue tha t a  future 
resident would  not be ab le to use it. 

Contractor 
Before c ontemp la ting  the design of your 
d ream c loset, make sure tha t you c ontrac t a  
reputab le, lic ensed , and  insured  c loset 
c ompany. Req uest referenc es if you need  
further va lida tion about the q ua lity of servic es 
they p rovide. 

Efficiency 
Whether you enjoy spend ing time in your c loset 
putting  together the perfec t outfit or you p refer 
to take as little time as possib le to get d ressed , 
your c loset needs to be func tiona l so you c an 
see wha t is in your ward robe and  easily ac c ess 
items you use regula rly. 



More than likely, you will be enlisting  the 

help  of a  p rofessiona l c ontrac tor to turn 

your ba re-bones, wa lk-in c loset into 

something fit to your spec ific a tions. While 

your c ontrac tor may not involve you in 

the more tec hnic a l deta ils of the design, 

it is impera tive you make sure tha t severa l 

key a reas a re d isc ussed .  The top ic s listed  

on the next page may seem trivia l, but 

they c an mean the d ifferenc e between 

c omp lete sa tisfac tion and  buyer's 

remorse. Here is our list of the most c ritic a l 

points to d isc uss before you sta rt c loset 

c onstruc tion. 

8 TIPS FOR CLOSET 
CONSTRUCTION



1. Entrance Doors 
Do you want your c loset door to swing open to revea l your 
c lothing  parad ise? Do you p refer a  slid ing  mirror door as 
the ga teway to your ga rment heaven? The entranc e 
doors you c hoose for your wa lk-in c loset a re just as 
important as the shelving , layout, and  storage within, and  
will depend  on how muc h spac e you have.

 2. Closet Shape  
The types of shelving  tha t you selec t will depend  on the 
shape of your c loset. Most c loset layouts a re p retty stra ight 
forward , but there a re uniq uely shaped  c losets tha t c an 
p resent c ha llenges. Closet c orners c an a lso be tric ky. Your 
ward robe will ultima tely d ic ta te whether a  trad itiona l 
?sq uare hang ing? or striking  ?c urved  hang ing? will serve as 
a  more func tiona l means of organiza tion. 

3. Custom Vanity 
If spac e permits, a  c ustom-made vanity is a  c lassy, 
elegant, and  func tiona l add ition to any wa lk-in c loset. 
One exc iting  fea ture of c ustom-made vanities is a  hot ha ir 
app lianc e d rawer. Your ha ir d ryer, c urling  iron, and  b low 
d ryer stay p lugged  in with their own power strip . They c an 
even be returned  to the d rawer while hot, as these d rawers 
a re lined  with the same meta l ma teria l found  in sa lon 
d rawers. Plan for extra  storage overhead   for makeup , ha ir 
ac c essories, and  other beauty items. 

4. Islands 
By p rovid ing  an open c ounter surfac e and  multip le 
d rawers, islands a re a  p rac tic a l use of spac e for la rge 
c losets. Islands a re a lso visua lly appea ling  with va rious 
options for tops, suc h as marb le, q uartz or wood , and  
dec ora tive d rawer pulls.

 5. Windows and Skylights 
A window or skylight c an be a  truly b rea thtaking 
fac tor of your wa lk-in c loset design. The na tura l light 
tha t these fea tures p rovide c an transform the 
amb ianc e of the spac e and  save energy during  
daylight hours. You will want to p lac e these windows 
high so as not to c ompromise va luab le wa ll spac e. 
You will a lso want to insta ll adeq ua te lighting  options 
for the evening and  oc c asiona l overc ast day. 

 6. Hanging Sections 
Most c losets should  inc orpora te a t least one sma ll 
sec tion for long-hang ing items. Doub le-hang ing 
sec tions a re more effic ient for pants and  shirts. In the 
c ase of windows or ang led  c eilings, a  sing le-hang ing 
sec tion insta lled  below makes good  use of odd  
spac es

7. Flooring 
Only a  few peop le will see the floor of your c loset, but 
it is nonetheless an important element of your wa lk-in 
c loset design. Bec ause you will usua lly be barefoot 
when stand ing in your c loset, c a rpet might be a  good  
option. Insta ll flooring  before c onstruc ting  your c loset 
so the flooring  materia l does not have to be c ut 
a round  the panels.

 8. Outlets 
The most overlooked  aspec t of c loset design c an 
transform your wa lk-in c loset into a  headac he or 
heaven. Outlets a re handy in a  c loset (e.g . for ironing, 
c harg ing elec tronic  devic es, etc .). Consider add ing, 
moving, or designing a round  existing  outlets.



ACCESSORIES
The perfec t wa lk-in c loset is func tiona l, organized  

and  ac c essorized . From mirrors to ironing boards to 

boot hangers, ta lk with your c ontrac tor about the 

following op tions for turning your wa lk-in c loset into 

something truly spec tac ula r. 



Pants Rack
A pants rac k is perfec t for working 
p rofessiona ls who have a  la rge number of 
slac ks tha t need  to be hung. Pants rac ks 
slide out for easy ac c ess and  p revent 
pants from bec oming jumb led . The rods 
a re non-slip  to keep  pants in p lac e and  
wrinkle-free.

Mirrors
No g rea t c loset is c omp lete without a  
mirror. Mirrors c an be mounted  on the 
c loset door, on the wa ll, or even inside a  
ward robe door. There a re a lso slide-out 
mirrors tha t swivel for a  better ang le, 
freestand ing mirrors, and  mirror c ab inets 
tha t open to revea l hidden jewelry 
storage.  If you have the spac e, c onsider 
a  three-way mirror in the c orner. 

Ironing Board 
Instead  of doing your ironing in the 
laundry room, why not c onsider ironing 
your c lothes in the room where they will 
be hung? If spac e a llows, a  swivel or 
fo ld -down ironing board  c an be a  g rea t 
add ition to a  c ustom-made c loset. Make 
sure there is an outlet nearby where you 
will be storing  your ironing board  as well 
as enough spac e for the board  to be a t 
an eleva ted  height. 

Hampers 
One a lterna tive to keep ing your d irty 
laundry in p la in view is a  c onc ea led  
hamper. Add ing a  removab le basket to 
your c onc ea led  door hamper p rovides 
you with a  way to transport your c lothes 
to and  from the laundry room with ease. 

Shoes 
If you have a  vast c ollec tion of footwear, 
determining how muc h spac e you will 
need  to ac c ommodate your shoes is an 
important step  of the c loset designing 
p roc ess. Custom-sized  c ubb ies, slanted  
shelves, fla t shelves, and  ad justab le 
shelves a re just a  few of the options for 
shoe organiza tion and  storage. Boots c an 
even be stored  on spec ia lized  boot 
hangers. 



CLOSET ORGANIZING TIPS

Decluttering Your Life 
Moving into a  new house or upg rad ing your 
c urrent c loset spac e is an opportunity to 
assess wha t to keep , wha t to throw out, wha t 
to dona te and  wha t to sell.  To sta rt, take 
everything out of your c loset and  sort your 
ob jec ts into three or four p iles: 

1. Keep It 
When going through your entire c loset, you 
may be p leasantly surp rised  to find  items you 
thought were lost among other treasures.

2. Toss It 
We often keep  worn-out c lothing  just by 
hab it. A c loset overhaul will revea l whic h 
c lothes a re too damaged  to be dona ted  or 
sold . There a re, however, options for c lothes 
tha t c annot be repa ired , inc lud ing T-Shirt 
q uilts or other upc yc ling  p rojec ts. Take a  look 
through c ra fting  websites for some ideas on 
repurposing old  c lothes tha t would  otherwise 
be thrown out. 

 3. Consign It 
Consignment stores a re the perfec t option 
for c lothes tha t no longer fit, but a re in good  
c ond ition.  Rec over some of the c ost of the 
c lothes you bought years ago, but no longer 
fit, or tha t you no longer wear. 

 4. Donate It 
You should  c onsider dona ting  your c lothing  
to those in need . There a re p lenty of 
c harities, homeless shelters and  other 
non-p rofits tha t a re a lways in need  of 
ga rments. 

If you a re not sure about whic h of 

these c a tegories a  pa rtic ula r p iec e of 

c lothing  fits into, try this help ful tric k: 

Turn a ll of your c lothing  hangers in 

one d irec tion. Every time you use a  

ga rment, turn the c lothing hanger the 

other way. After 30 days, you will 

have a  good  idea  of wha t you use 

and  wha t you do not use on a  regula r 

basis. 



The items tha t you use the most often should  a lways be easily 

ac c essib le a t the front of your c loset. Try making a  list of wha t you use 

every day, then use this list as a  map for your c loset. Sentimenta l 

c lothing  items or items tha t a re not worn very often, suc h as wedd ing 

d resses, tuxedoes, b ridesma id?s d resses, etc ., should  be kep t in a  guest 

c loset or other storage a rea . Everyday c lothing, gym outfits, and  other 

frequently used  garments should  be the easiest to reac h. 

Seasonality 
Switc h out your ward robe as the seasons 

c hange. Snow jac kets, pea t c oa ts, swea ters, 

and  other winter c lothing  items obviously 

require more spac e than shorts and  tank tops. 

This type of sorting  a lso improves the overa ll 

organiza tion of your c loset; you will not have to 

sift through winter c lothes during  the midd le of 

the summer. 

Small Item Organiza tion 
Small items, suc h as jewelry, sc a rves, ha ir 

ac c essories, and  others, c an be stored  in 

severa l ways. See-through wire baskets, 

segmented  jewelry d rawers, hooks, stands and  

more will keep  your favorite ac c ent p iec es 

c a ta logued  and  untang led . 

Smart Storage 
Instead  of keep ing your fashionab le suitc ases 

in the garage, why not repurpose them to hold  

b lankets, sheets, and  other bulky items? Utilizing  

smart storage p rac tic es, suc h as overhead  

shelving  and  below-bed  storage, will free up  

spac e in your c loset. 

Color Coding
Color c od ing is a  grea t stra tegy for find ing the 

c lothes you need  in a  hurry. In keep ing with 

seasona lity, c olor c ode your fa ll/ w inter 

ward robe and  sp ring / summer ward robe. Color 

c od ing ac c essories and  shoes will help  you to 

pull together tha t perfec t outfit in no time. 

STAYING ORGANIZED 
AFTER YOUR CLOSET 
MAKEOVER






