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Director’s Message:
Hi y’all. As I sit here on March
19, 2013 wai ng for spring to explode
tomorrow, I am not sure it will indeed
happen. Most of us had another snow
storm last night, which will melt quickly
but do nothing to warm the soil.. In
this report, I will try to bring everyone
up to date with the doings at the Na‐
onal level. Elaine Adler, our Region 1
Director and I drove to Franklin Tennes‐
see over the weekend of March 7‐ 10th
to a end the Spring Board mee ng of
the ARS. 1400 miles and approximately
24 hours of driving got us back to
Chambersburg on Sunday.
Was it
worth it? You decide.
First you need to know that
short of a major disaster. I am mandat‐
ed to a end these board mee ngs. So
I du fully went. Even with our heroic
eﬀorts, we did miss some of the plan‐
ning sessions on Thursday morning.
But, I managed to get there for all the
a ernoon sessions. Although called
planning sessions, they really func‐
oned as a vehicle for informa on ex‐
change. Saturday was the actual Board
Mee ng where things were acted up‐
on. Some of this new stuﬀ, I think, you
will all be happy to hear about.
The website. A lovely lady by the name
of Amanda Figlio has been working on
upda ng the ARS website. Did I hear a
collec ve Yeah?!?! Her eﬀorts can be
reviewed by going onto
www.test.ars.org
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And, I encourage everyone to check out her
progress. She is VERY interested in our comments
and thoughts so check it out and then email
Amanda at: Amanda@ars‐hg.org This is one hip
25‐year old that is going to really bring us into the
future. This is our chance to share our needs on
what we want the website to do for us and
Amanda wants to hear from us.
The second biggie is that in the near
future (few bugs, but it will come to pass) Modern
Roses XII and all current updates will be on the
website under the “Members Only” heading.
(If you have G4 or Internet capability on phone,
iPad etc. you are there.) There will no longer be a
charge for this website update and thus every
member can have the most current lists at the
touch of a computer that is connected to the
Internet. This will make the lugging of books no
longer a necessity. And, since the update will be
available to all, at the me of this changeover to
the free update, there will no longer be a printed
version the current “Oﬃcial List of Approved
Exhibi on Names for Exhibitors & Judges” (AEN)
book that many have purchased yearly from the
ARS.
The board is looking for ways to cut costs
and improve benefits for members. So, stopping
the sale of the books (which brought in so li le)
and the update to the website will fill that mission
perfectly.
We were formally introduced to Rose
Chat Radio. It is found live on Saturday mornings
at 10:30 EDT on BlogTalkRadio, the world’s
largest Internet radio network. Looking for a
program for your society and you meet on
Saturday mornings . . . maybe check this out.
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They boast on having an average
“listens” of 5000. This program has
reached a “Featured Host” status
for their great work.
The best news for many
was the amazing work of Jeﬀ Ware.
Folks we are in the Black AND they
have a small (soon to be used)
“Rainy Day Fund.” I can promise
you, monies that you send to the
ARS now will be used for the benefit
of the rosarian membership and
promo ng the rose. And isn’t that
why we joined in the first place.
We all know the rose shows
are coming really soon. Another
Yeah?!?! And, then comes the
summer of bounty.
This year, I would like to
propose that every society and
every member consider adop ng
two new ini a ves. They may not
bring tons of members but they
would fulfill the other roles that we
value.
First, look around your
community and you may find that
lonely old Flagpole with Old Glory at
the top. It could be at a park, library
or a community center. Consider
going to the organiza on or build‐
ing manager and see if they would
be interested in you plan ng one or
two ‘Red Knock Outs’ there. I
would like to see the Rose, as the
Na onal Floral Emblem, take its
place at the foot of every American
Flag. I suggest ‘Knock Out’ only
because most communi es know
the rose and how easy it is to care
or not care for and would be willing
(or maybe happy) to receive one.
You would, of course, need to give
it a good start and in a year or two,
cut it down to a meaningful size.
The next ini a ve is to say
‘Thank You” and/or “You have a
beau ful rose garden” to total
strangers. If you are like me, you
travel around your community and
you see really well done, small rose
gardens. You don’t know the folks
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and they may or may not know
about your group. My sugges‐
on is to print up a small note of a
few words that reflects your gra ‐
tude that they present such a
pre y garden for the community
to see, or that you have always
enjoyed riding by their house. . . .
You get the idea. The note would
just be signed. No need to say
anything about your society or
club. Just say, “Thank you” for
what they have already done.
Then, maybe on a subsequent
‘stop by” you could see if they
would like to try some cu ngs . . .
a small conversa on to let them
know that you grow roses too.
See what THEY want and fill that
need. Do they want help with an‐
ything? Do they like to see other
gardens? Fill their need and let
them know that you are a true
Rosarian. I have some mes felt
that we are so intent on ge ng
members and that is the only
mark of success. Bringing the joy
suc‐
of roses to others is the
cess and mission that we have in
front of us.
I would love to hear from
others what small acts of Rose
kindnesses are out there.
A
summer of sharing our roses with
others is the best for which we
can hope.
And, the last thing to say
YEAH!!! About is that it is oﬃcial.
The West Jersey Rose Society will
host the 2014 Miniature Na onal
Conven on on July 25‐27, 2014.
Gus Banks had presented a com‐
pelling proposal to the Na onal
and they couldn’t say “No.” Well
done West Jersey!

enjoy their roses and have a great
me doing it. And, I want as District
Director to be your advocate to the
Na onal Oﬃce. That is my role.
Last, but not least. By the
me this reaches your inbox:
IT WILL BE SPRING AND THE FUN
WILL BEGIN. Happy Easter, Happy
Passover and Happy Days ahead!

Nancy Redington
347 Leedy Way East Chambersburg,
PA 17202
717‐264‐6488
Rosered1@comcast.net

The West Jersey Rose Society is
celebra ng its 60th anniversary
by hos ng the 2014 NATIONAL
MINIATURE ROSE SHOW
on
July 25‐27, 2014.
Come and helps us celebrate 60
years of roses, rose shows,
friendships, and a life me of
memories.
We will be having the
Conven on at the Hotel ML in
Mt.
Laurel,
NJ
08054
(856‐234‐7300,
www.thehote)lml.com.
This hotel features a 55,000
sq. . indoor water park, is less
than 1/4 mile from Exit 4 of the
NJ Turnpike and Exit 36A of
I‐295, and 22 minutes or 12
miles from Philadelphia. So,
why not plan to joins us, exhibit
your roses and arrangements,
and vaca on in the area!

As this reaches many folks
that I have not had a chance to
meet yet. Please, if you see me at
a show somewhere, grab me, talk
to me. Tell me what you want me
to know. I want to help everyone
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Kenzan
Korner
Welcome Arrangers! I wanted to update you on the
happenings in our district for the last few months.
We got the word from the ARS and the apprentice
arrangement judges have been confirmed. The
following people should be invited and/or accepted if
they ask to apprentice at your show in the
arrangement division:
Penn-Jersey District:

This is an excellent question, but the answer is not
always so cut and dry depending on whom you ask.
My recommendation is that the height of your
arrangement should be 1 ½ - 2 times the longest
part of your container plus the shortest part. I refrain
from saying ‘times the height plus the width because
if your container is only 2 inches high, but 6 inches
long, then your arrangement would only be
10 inches tall and not be in scale to your container.
The main point here is scale and balance. Does
your arrangement look “top heavy” or “bottom
heavy”? If “yes” to either of these questions, your
arrangement is not in scale or balance. You should
make your arrangement taller or shorter depending
on which will fix the problem. Thanks and I hope
this helps.

Jim Redington, Judy Yingling,

Arrangement of the Quarter:

Georgieann Dettinburn, Terry Palise,
Catherine Button, and Mary Hahn.
New York District:
Pat Shanley, Louis Arce
Yankee District:
Craig Dorschel
Congratulations to our new judges. If you or
someone you know is interested in becoming an
arrangement judge, please have them contact me
ASAP as we may be planning
another judging
school soon.
The 2013 Mid-Winter Getaway arrangement
seminar was another success. There were about 20
individuals who attended the seminar and learned
the aspects of doing arrangements in the oriental
manner.
We used the arrangements for
centerpieces for our dinner and there were really
good arrangements done by the participants. Nancy
Redington gave a talk about how to enter more
than one arrangement in a show. Nancy is an
excellent arranger and teacher and encouraged
everyone to stretch a little and try to put at least
“one more” arrangement into a show than they have
done in the past. The public loves to see the
arrangements and it adds color and interest to a
show.
From the Mailbag:
Here is a question that I received from a “budding”
arranger: “I get confused about how high my
arrangements should be compared to the container
that I am using. Can you explain this to me so that I
can do better with my arrangements?”
The Rose Vine

Photo by Gus Banks of an arrangement by Rachel Cohen

Some important aspects of a Line-Mass design are
illustrated above. The ARS Guidelines for Judging
Rose Arrangements points out that a line-mass
design have length, width, and depth. A gradation of
color, tint, or shade is also a good idea. Some
aspects to this design is the use of the blue flowers
to incorporate the blue of the container. Also, the
patriotic theme is well defined without the use of the
American flag (which is prohibited, along with the
use of any other country’s flag in an arrangement).
The placement of the white deeper into the arrangement also gives movement and depth to the
arrangement.
If I can be of any service to the arrangers, judges, or
societies, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am
here to help you.
Curtis Aumiller
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ARS Magazine Annual Photo Contest
Results Announced!
The 2012 ARS Magazine Photo Contest results are in,
and the Penn-Jersey District fared quite well. The official
results will be announced in the May/June issue of the
ARS Magazine along with the winning photos. There
were 667 entries in the competition this year, and 102
awards were given. 39 of those awards, or 38%, were
awarded to the Penn-Jersey District entries. This is more
than any other district in the ARS. In fact, everyone who
entered from the Penn-Jersey District won something!!
Please help me to congratulate the following winners:

Novice Class 4
Rebecca Deppen – 2nd Place – Therese Bugnet
Novice Class 5
Rafiq Bolar – 1st Place – Nancy Jean
Rafiq Bolar – 3rd Place – Joy
Novice Class 7
Rhea Bolar – 1st Place – Arranger Unknown

Novice Class 9
Rhea Bolar – 2nd Place – Betty Boop

Class 2
Suni Bolar – 1st Place – Sexy Rexy

Novice Class 10
Rafiq Bolar – 1st Place – Stellwag Rose Garden
Rafiq Bolar – 3rd Place – Hershey’s Rose Garden

Class 3
Suni Bolar – 1st Place – Playboy

Masters Class 3
Bill Kozemchak – 2nd Place – Arrg. by Ron Feurer
Tom Mayhew – 3rd Place – Arrg. by Terry Palise
Tom Mayhew – 4th Place – Arrg. by Pat Lawrence

Class 5
Suni Bolar – 1st Place – Joy
Suni Bolar – 2nd Place – Leading Lady
Class 6
Gus Banks – 3rd Place – Joy
Class 7
Kathy Kozemchak – 2nd Place – Arrangement
Palm Springs National
Gus Banks – 4th Place – Arrangement by Elaine Adler
Class 8
Gus Banks – 1st Place – Joy Arrangement by:
Nancy Redington
Gus Banks – 2nd Place – Tiffany Lynn Arrangement by:
Nancy Redington
Gus Banks – 3rd Place – Glowing Amber Arrangement
by: Gus Banks
Class 9
Gus Banks – 2nd Place – Wingthorn
Gus Banks – 3rd Place – Neon Cowboy
Class 10
Suni Bolar – 1st Place – Stellwag Rose Garden
Kathy Kozemchak – 3rd Place – Tyler Rose Garden
Gus Banks – 4th Place – Kozemchak’s Front Rose
Garden
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Novice Class 3
Rafiq Bolar – 1st Place – Kethcup and Mustard
Kenneth Lillquist – 4th Place – Royal Sunset

Novice Class 8
Rhea Bolar – 3rd Place – Arranger Unknown

Class 1
Suni Bolar – 1st Place – Veterans’ Honor

Novice Class 1
Rafiq Bolar – 2nd Place – Hot Princess
Rafiq Bolar – 4th Place – Gemini

Novice Class 2
Rafiq Bolar – 2nd Place – White Licorice

Masters Class 4
Bill Kozemchak – 1st Place – Lewis Ginter Botanical
Garden
Bill Kozemchak – 2nd Place – Kozemchak Garden
Bill Kozemchak – 3rd Place – Jacqueline du Pre’
Tom Mayhew – 4th Place – Peggy Rockefeller Garden
Bill Kozemchak – HM – Kozemchak Garden
Tom Mayhew – HM – Thanks to Sue, Here’s Looking
at You
And, the BEST IN SHOW photo was awarded to:

Bill Kozemchak
for Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden!!
Again, I am very proud of the photographers in the PennJersey District. I encourage everyone out there to start
making plans to enter the 2013 ARS Magazine photo
contest. The rules and classes are currently online under
the member’s section of the ARS website, and will be
published in the ARS May/June issue of the magazine. If
you have any questions or need any help, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Curtis Aumiller
ARS National Chair of Photography
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AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY
RESEARCH ENDOWMENT TRUST
ABOUT THE TRUST
American Rose Society members may not be aware
that the ARS, through Research Endowment Trust, has,
and is, suppor ng research in various aspects of rose
culture. The Trust was created in 1991, “to provide
funds for research on the historical origin, iden fica‐
on, breeding and culture of the rose and otherwise
for the benefit of and to carry out the purpose of THE
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY.” It is one of four Trusts of
the American Rose Society. The others are: the
Maintenance Endowment Trust, which supports the
gardens of the American Rose Center; the Endowment
Trust, which will provide funds for society opera ons;
and the Educa on Endowment Trust, which supports
the Klima Award for rose educa on.
The ac vi es of the Trust are overseen by three
trustees elected by the ARS Board of Directors for
staggered three year terms. Currently, the Trustees
are: Dr. Bruce Monroe (Wilmington, Delaware), a
former regional director and former na onal chairman
of hor culture judges; Dr. Donald Myers (Wake Forest,
North Carolina), a former na onal chairman of
consul ng rosarians; and Dr. Craig Dorschel
(Worcester, Massachuse s), current district director of
the Yankee District. One trustee “shall be or have been
an oﬃcer or director of THE AMERICAN ROSE
SOCIETY”; and one trustee “shall be or have been a
scien st with a history of ac ve and substan al
involvement in research.” All three trustees are
scien sts with a history of ac ve and substan al
involvement in research and two (Monroe and
Dorschel) are current or former directors of the
American Rose Society.
All three trustees are scien sts with a history of ac ve
and substan al involvement in research. The trustees
do not receive any compensa on or reimbursement
from the American Rose Society for serving as trustees
of the Research Endowment Trust.
No dues money goes to the Research Endowment
Trusts. The Trust, like the other ARS trusts, is funded
only by contribu ons, primarily from ARS members.
Donated funds of all four trusts are held and managed
by an investment advisor, RBC Wealth Management in
Houston, Texas.
The Rose Vine

Although the Trust does not want to compete with the
fundraising eﬀorts necessary for the con nued
financial well‐being of the American Rose Society, the
Trust welcomes dona ons from those inclined to support
rose research. Contribu ons and bequests must be
specifically directed to the Trust. To direct a dona on to
the Trust, under “Step 2” on the “How to Make a Charita‐
ble Contribu on to the American Rose Society” form in
the American Rose, check the box marked “ARS Research
Endowment Trust” when making a contribu on.
Unfortunately, the form that accompanied the
“American Rose Society Annual Fund” mailings did not
include this op on. Anyone using this form who wants
to direct a dona on to the Trust must write “Research
Endowment Trust” on the form and/or, if paying by
check, on the check.
The current assets of the Trust provide about $10,000‐
$15,000/year that can be used to support rose research.
As research funding goes, this is a rela vely small amount.
Therefore, the trustees have decided to fund small projects
that can have a poten al impact on rose growing and
knowledge. Areas that have been funded include: gene c
inves ga on of rose parentage, disease tolerant roses, and
rose rose e disease research. Recently, the trustees have
iden fied rose rose e disease as the greatest threat to
the future of commercial and recrea onal growth and
enjoyment of roses and intend to concentrate research
funding in this area. Because roses are not a major
commercial crop, there is only a small amount of
research in this area.

RECENTLY FUNDED ROSE RESEARCH PROJECTS
In 2009 and 2010, the Trust funded “Rose Rose e
Disease Research” by Dr. William J. Patrie and Mr.
James Redington, Department of Biology, Shippensburg
University, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. The objec ve of
this project was to characterize changes in gene
expression in rose ssue resul ng from rose rose e
disease. An ar cle en tled “Researching Rose Rose e
Disease,” by Mr. Redington, appeared in the 2009 Rose
Annual. Mr. Redington, a member of the Penn‐Jersey
District, spoke about rose rose e disease at the 2009 All
Mini/Miniflora Conference in Harrisburg, PA. Following
Mr. Redington’s gradua on, Dr. Patrie has obtained
funding from other sources and is containing this
research with other students. Dr. Patrie spoke about
rose rose e disease at the Penn‐Jersey District mee ng
on February 16, 2013.
The Trust has funded the final two years of the “Easy
Tea” program being carried out at American Rose Center
in partnership with Professor Allen Owings of Louisiana
State University. Dr. Owings is Vice Chairman of the
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American Rose Center Commi ee and Gulf District
Director. This four‐year project, which has completed its
last year, seeks to provide rosarians with a list of hybrid
tea cul vars that can be grown well with only a very
minimal fungicide program, and to iden fy cul vars with
superior tolerance to fungal disease that can be used for
further hybridiza on. The project is complete and the
data is being analyzed. A report is expected in the near
future.
Various clones of the China rose ‘Hermosa’ are being in‐
ves gated using DNA techniques to determine whether
they all belong to a single cul var. In addi on, cul vars
believed to be related to ‘Hermosa’ are being examined
to verify the parentage of ‘Hermosa’. This project will
demonstrate the use of DNA techniques to determine
the parentage and rela onship of various rose cul vars.
It can poten ally be used to iden fy the parentage and
rela onship of various Old Garden Roses that have been
a topic of debate by Old Garden Rose Experts. This
research is being carried out by the Bidwell Heritage
Roses Group, a group of ARS members located near
Chico, in northern California. Ini al DNA tes ng is
complete. Results and conclusions should be available
some me this year.
The Trust is suppor ng a three‐year project to study the
management of rose rose e disease. The objec ves of
this project are to determine:
i)
if rosarians can be proac ve in managing rose
rose e disease in their gardens, and
ii)
if best management prac ces for rose rose e,
other than elimina ng bushes with disease symptoms
can be developed.
The project will determine: 1) if a green barrier can
intercept mites blowing from plants with rose rose e
disease and thus prevent eriophyid mite infesta on and
virus infec on of roses planted on the other side of the
barriers, 2) if mi cides can be used to prevent establish‐
ment of eriophyidc mite popula ons, and 3) if pruning of
rose canes containing foliage with symptoms of rose
rose e within one week of symptom expression is an
eﬀec ve technique for elimina ng rose rose e in the
garden. This project began in the spring of 2012 and has
completed its first year.
This project is headed by Mark Windham of the
University of Tennessee, professor and dis nguished
chair in ornamental diseases and past president of the
Holston Rose Society. An advisory panel of ARS members
from the Carolina and Tenarky Districts will review the
experimental plans and suggest ways that the outcomes
of this project will best serve rosarians. Among these
The Rose Vine

members are: Ann Peck, of the Asheville/Blue Ridge Rose
Society, who has extensively studied rose rose e disease
[see
her
website,
www.rosegeeks.com],
and
Dr. Don Myers, represen ng the American Rose Society
and the American Rose Society Research Endowment
Trust. Dr. Windham presented a status report at Tenarky
District mee ng and to the Greater Atlanta Rose Society
in February. Although only preliminary results have been
obtained, a report on the first year’s work is expected
some me this year.

2013Rose Show Dates
Penn-Jersey District
Saturday,
May 25

West Jersey Macy’s Court,
Rose Society Moorestown Mall,
Moorestown, NJ

Saturday,
June 1

Harrisburg
Bethany Village West,
Rose Society Harrisburg, PA

Sunday,
June 2

Philadelphia Morris Arboretum,
Rose Society 100 Northwestern Ave.
Chestnut Hill, PA

Saturday,
June 8

Del‐Chester Longwood Gardens,
Rose Society Kenneth Square, PA

Saturday,
June 8

York Area
HACC York Campus,
Rose Society SciTech Building
York, PA

Sunday,
June 9

Reading‐
Boscov’s North,
Berks
Reading, PA
Rose Society

Saturday,
September 14

Jersey Shore Deep Cut Gardens,
Rose Society Middletown, NJ

Saturday,
September 14

Pi sburg
Bidwell Training Center,
Rose Society Manchester, PA

September 6‐8

Penn‐Jersey
District
Conven on

Hotel ML,
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

2014
September 25-27, 2014 National Miniature Rose Show
Hosted by The West Jersey Rose Society at the
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All Abut Pruning By: Dr. Tomny Cairns, Beverly Hills Rose Society
This article appeared in the March, 2012 issue of the Rosebuds Newsletter, A Publication of the
Bowling Green Rose Society and is reprinted with permission from its editor, Mary Hext.

Introduc on
Like all fruit trees of the Rosaceae
family, roses require an annual pruning
to re‐invigorate the plant before it
produces a new harvest of blooms in the
spring. The job is best performed a er
the chance of frost has disappeared
from the calendar. To ignore the pruning
process will allow the plant to enlarge in
size but some new stems, being so thin
and weak, will be unable to support the
flowers. The result is a bigger bush that
spreads along the ground. Moreover,
the previous year’s foliage can be a
source of fungal infec ons from spores
that survived the winter. Hence, roses
require an annual cut back to ensure
a rac ve and produc ve plants year
a er year. This ar cle is primarily
concerned with pruning outdoor roses.

The Process
Of all gardening prac ces, pruning
seems to create a sense of uneasiness
because of a lack of appropriate logic
and understanding. The art and tech‐
nique of rose pruning is not a mystery.
It is remembering to apply a few basic
principles derived from prac cal experi‐
ences gathered over hundreds of years.
Pruning now‐how provides an annual
opportunity for the gardener to correct,
adjust and modify the growth pa erns
to increase flower produc on, and influ‐
ence the plant architecture.
Historically, emphasis has been mis‐
placed in that not performing the right
steps will result in failure. Failure to fol‐
low the direc ons carefully will only
translate into an awkward over‐all bush
shape. However, the rose bush will s ll
perform in the spring. Following the
basic logic of why certain func ons are
performed can be a mechanism to
mastering the technique. The advice
The Rose Vine

oﬀered here has been directed
towards pruning rose bushes in tem‐
perate
climates that are at least
one year old. While some measure
of educa on can be learned from
reading books and a ending public
pruning
demonstra ons, it is the
prac cal
aspects that will ul mately
teach the finer points of rose
pruning. Experimenta on will oﬀer
guidance in which varie es can be
pruned hard (canes of 2‐3 feet or less)
and which ones lightly (canes of 4
feet).

Pruning does permit a me period
where the plant processes are slowed
down and then redirected to produce
that first magnificent spring bloom.

Equipment
Above all else, investment in a
pair of high quality pruning shears is
mandatory. One manufacturer even has
a special hand grip designed for

This basic understanding of rose
varie es and their characteris cs will
enhance the enjoyment of rose grow‐
ing, bringing a degree of sa sfac on
and pride. Approaching rose pruning
like an ar st can result in crea ng the
op mum bush shape.
In warm climate zones, roses rarely
experience the extended
freezing
condi ons of winter that occur in
temperate or cold climates. Rose
growers in these warm climate zones
are more preoccupied with the princi‐
ples of correct pruning and dormancy.
Prac ce of regula ng the shape can
enhance the landscape ambiance of
the rose garden, ensuring a vigorous
first bloom that makes the eﬀort all
worthwhile. Pruning, if approached
logically, can encourage new basal
growth from the bud union—usually
regarded as strong evidence of good
health. Removal of old wood and
damaged or diseased parts can allow a
recupera ve process to take place for
increased growth.
This removal of branches and
some mes old canes serves as a
form of dormancy in warm climates,
since it cannot be achieved naturally. It
is a healthy habit to allow rose bushes
a period of nonproduc on.
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le ‐handed people, swivel handles, and
a model with removal blades for
maintenance. For miniature roses,
there are smaller versions of these
pruning shears which rely on a smaller
straight edged blade surface. For re‐
moval of large woody canes at the bud
union, a pruning saw will allow access
for flush removal.
For cu ng large diameter canes, a pair
of lopping shears with 30 or 45 cm
(approx. 1 . or 1 1/2 .) handles can
without placing
facilitate the cu ng
too much pressure on the
hands.
Page 7

Again, a empts to cut large diameter
canes with pruning shears will require a
lot of extra strength.
The lopping
shears with long handles solves the
strength problem and make the cut
clean and sharp. Invest in a small wire
brush (about 5 cm wide by 75 cm deep

The Rose Vine

by
or
approximately 2 inches
30 inches) to help remove loose bark
away from the bud union.
Such treatments can o en encourage
basal breaks and s mulate new
growth, since growth o en finds it
impossible to break through the heavy

Volume 46, Issue 3

tree‐like bark encountered on older
bushes. Finally, save on profani es
while pruning by buying a good strong
pair of leather gauntlet gloves or hand
gloves that are puncture proof.
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Cu ng Technique
By far the most important technique to
master in pruning roses is the correct
angle and direc on of the primary cut.
The final pruning cut should be made
at approximately a 45° angle, about
0.5 cm (approx. 1/4 in.) above a leaf
axle where there is a dormant eye. If
the bush has foliage present, the cut
loca on is easy to find.
However, cuts are o en made further
down canes where there is no foliage
to guide to the appropriate cut. Under
these circumstances look for the
dormant eye on such canes by loca ng
where foliage was once connected. The
eye is normally visible as a slight swell‐
ing above the surface of the cane.
Making these primary cuts correctly is
the real key to success in pruning. The
cut should be made in such a way that
the new growth eventually emerges
from eyes that naturally point away
from the center of the bush. This delib‐
erate planning of new spring growth
pa erns gives the rose bush a pleasing
overall circular shape that spreads
from the center outwards. Such cuts
should avoid the new growth from
being di‐
rected
inward and
colliding
with other
stems.
The logic
behind
making the
cut slope
down and
away from the eye is that the excess
natural sap that will rise from the
inside of the cane to seal the cut
naturally can pour down the opposing
side of the cane and not interfere with
the developing eye.
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PRUNING OF DIFFERENT ROSE CLASSIFICATIONS
Hybrid Teas & Grandifloras

Floribundas

Growth habit of hybrid teas and
grandifloras is such that by winter

Since floribundas are mainly for garden
display, many older canes are allowed to

they are generally 2.5 – 3 meters (or
8 .to 10 .) tall and looking very
lanky. The height of the canes remain‐
ing a er pruning on an established
bush can be as tall as 60 – 120 cm
(or 2 .to 4 .) in some instances. In
general, about 4 to 5 major canes can
remain with an average height of
90 cm (or 3 .) tall. Removal of older
canes is a trigger mechanism to the
rose bush to a empt to promote basal

remain to permit a dense development
of inflorescence. Therefore, the number
of canes remaining a er pruning is much
greater than that recommended for

breaks or new canes in the spring. This
regenera ve process is fundamental
to the health of the bush and unless
performed carefully, the rose bush will
gradually become non‐produc ve.
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hybrid teas. Two main reasons drive this
strategy. First, there are considerably
fewer poten al dormant eyes for first
growth because of the length of the
canes. Second, the flowering habit
emphasis of floribundas is to produce
large numbers of flower clusters but not

always necessarily on long stems. Based
on these logical parameters, the pruning
of floribundas does not necessitate the
removal of all growth to leave only
3 or 4 main canes. Leaving a greater
number is advised.
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Climbers and Shrubs
Climbers will generally not flower
profusely unless the canes are trained
into the horizontal posi on. Cut the ends
of these long established canes to about
the place where the canes are slightly
larger than pencil thickness. Then, rather
than remove each side stem that has
flowered, cut them to the lowest
possible five leaflet, i.e. about 2‐4 cm
(approx. 1 in. to 1 1/2 in.) from the main
cane. This process will cause the cane to
flower along its complete length for a
terrific spring display.

Old Garden Roses
When a emp ng to prune old garden
roses, avoid trea ng them as modern
hybrid teas and floribundas. For
maximum bloom produc on, pruning
should be more of a light grooming than
a severe pruning. Prune only last year’s
growth. A er a few years, however, this
prac ce makes for a very lanky bush.
There‐fore, each year prune back some
of some of the oldest canes to promote
basal and post‐basal breaks.

Miniature Roses
First of all, the majority of miniature
roses are grown on their own roots, i.e.
no bud union and therefore no suckers.
Because precise pruning when applied to
miniature roses is very labor intensive,
the majority of rosarians prefer to take
garden clippers and trim oﬀ the tops at
no greater than 30 cm (approx. 12 in.)
above the soil level (height varies accord‐
ing to growth habit of the variety).
However, a er such treatment it is wise
to remove, on an individual plant basis,
any twiggy growth and open up the
center of the plant to air circula on and
light penetra on.

General Guidelines

A er Pruning

1. Always prune cut to good healthy
ssue easily recognized by the green
bark on the outside of the cane and
white pith core revealed a er the cut
is made. If the central pith is not pure
white, it is an indica on of necrosis
(i.e. dead or dying ssue).

The following recommenda ons are
oﬀered to help reduce the poten al for
disease and encourage vigorous growth.

2. A er the cut is made, a drop of
wood glue can ensure a quicker
recovery as well as provide an instant
protec ve barrier against cane borers.
Normally, the sap will rise containing a
natural polysaccharide, pec n, which
hardens to form a protec ve barrier.
3. Prune the center of the bush to
open for maximum air circula on and
light penetra on. Crea ng the environ‐
ment for good air circula on is crucial
to avoid micro clima c condi ons
suitable for fungi growth.
4. Plan to remove all growth on main
canes that is not capable of sustaining
a reasonable thickness of stem. The
removal of stems no thicker than a
pencil will ensure stronger straighter
stems to sup‐port large blooms.
5. If suckers are present (i.e. growth
from the root structure), remove them
from as close to the main root cane
below the bud union as possible.
Failure to remove suckers from the
shank of the understock may result in
their reoccurrence.
6. Remove old canes that appear
woody by sawing them oﬀ as close to
the bud union as possible.
7. A er pruning has been completed,
remove any remaining foliage from the
canes and clean up around the bush
discarding all foliage as trash. Last
year’s foliage may contain dormant
spores of various fungi and their reten‐
on can lead to infec ons.

1. To ensure the destruc on of all insects
and fungi, apply a dormant spray imme‐
diately a er pruning. Do not wait one or
two weeks to perform this spraying since
in that space of me some eyes may
have developed and such a spraying
could damage them. Spray immediately
a er pruning when there is no develop‐
ment of the eyes. A return to the old
fashioned “oil and sulfur” spray
technique may be a wise decision a er
pruning. A combina on of hor cultural
oil and a lime‐sulfur prepara on should
aid in the destruc on of the spores
(including both powdery and downy mil‐
dew) residing in the soil and on the
immediate surface and sub‐surface of
the canes.
2. A er brushing the bud union with a
wire brush to remove the old bark, cover
the bud union with about six to ten
inches of the surrounding mulch. This
protec ve mound of mulch keeps the
bud union hopefully moist and therefore
recep ve to basal breaks and hence new
canes. Addi onally, this mound can
protect the bud union from mild frost
condi ons and wind chill factors.
3. Avoid fer liza on un l about three or
four weeks a er pruning. Then apply
one to two cups of solid rose food
formula on around the base of the
mound covering the bud union and then
uncover the bud union. The mulch then
covers the rose food and provides a
clean landscaping surface to start the
year oﬀ.

Note: Approximate
English conversions made by Editor.
The Rose Vine
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The History of Penn‐Jersey Rose Socie es
The North Jersey
Rose Society
The North Jersey Rose Society was
started in 1954. The following
members were among the star ng
membership:








Florence McNeill
Kay Signaigo
Jack & Dora Lissemore
Ed Ward,
Jules & Charlo e West
Dr. Cynthia Westco
Bonnie Mehrhof

There were rose Shows every
September at various malls. Ed
Ward said they also hosted
District Conven ons.
Marion Forstenhausler went on to
become President of the North
Jersey Rose Society and was also a
District Director.
Kay Signaigo and a few other
members from the North Jersey
Rose Society began the Garden
State Rose Society.

North Jersey Rose Society to add to
the Historian’s File.
Please send it to:
thornyoldrose@gmail.com.
Thanks.
Pat Pitkin
Historian for Penn‐Jersey District
of the American Rose Society.

WEST JERSEY ROSE SOCIETY
Helping out friends and neighbors
grow beau ful roses for 60 years.

The West Jersey Rose Society was
formed in 1953 by Nellie Sinclair
shortly a er the Penn Jersey
District was established by the
American
Rose
Society.
Mrs.
Sinclair was appointed a
Consul ng Rosarian by Fred Glaes,
who was the first District Director.
The society was formed in the
Southwest part of New Jersey and
comprised of Burlington, Camden
and Gloucester coun es. The socie‐
ty was incorporated as a non‐profit
society in 1954.

Marion Forstenhausler recalls that
her neighbor Mim Loree was a niece
of Bonnie Mehrhof and convinced
both Marion and her husband Henry
to join in 1959. When she joined,
Marion remembers that she served
on the Hospitality Commi ee and
there were over 100 people who
a ended the mee ngs. Eventually
membership decreased gradually
and the Society dissolved in 2012.

From its earliest years the West
Jersey Rose Society’s members
have been ac ve in exhibi ng
roses. There were o en two rose
shows each year; one in the spring
and one in the fall.

I would appreciate receiving
addi onal informa on about the

The society

The Rose Vine

Philadelphia Flower Show winning
three silver medals. They were able
to do this by displaying roses that
were forced to bloom early in
members’ greenhouses. There has
been a con nuous spring rose show
since 1954.

The society has also hosted a
number of district rose shows and
conven ons. For the past few years,
the rose show has developed into
the largest in New Jersey and the
Delaware Valley.

In 1996, the West Jersey Rose
Society established a Medal of
Honor Memorial Rose Garden
located at the Beverly Na onal
Cemetery in Beverly, New Jersey.
The roses used to establish this
memorial garden were donated by
Star Roses.

On September 6‐8, 2013 the West
Jersey Rose Society will be hos ng
the Penn‐Jersey District Rose Show
and Conven on.

On July 25‐27, 2014, the West
Jersey Rose Society will also be
hos ng the Mini Na onal Conven‐
on in Mt. Laurel, New Jersey.

exhibited in the
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Sustainable Gardening with Old Garden Roses

Saturday, May 18, 2013 - 8:30-4:30

The 2013 Wyck Old Rose Symposium
a p a r t n e r s h i p e v e n t w i t h Th e H e r i t a g e R o s e F o u n d a t i o n
We warmly invite you to the 5th Annual Wyck Old Rose Symposium: “Sustainable Gardening with
Old Garden Roses,” presented in partnership with The Heritage Rose Foundation. Get inspired by
fascinating talks in the morning; then get active in the afternoon at the rose workshops. Throughout
the day there will be opportunities to buy rare Wyck roses, explore Wyck, and tour the Wyck rose
garden. The day will conclude with a rose cocktail and a rose raffle.
Featured Speakers
Peggy Martin | The ‘Peggy Martin’ Rose, a Survivor Rose
Pam Smith | Earth-Kind Roses and Sustainable Gardening

B r i n g Yo u r R o s e s
Rose experts will be on hand to identify your unidentified rose blooms. Find out what treasures you have!

Wor kshops

(participation in 2)

Art in the Rose Garden | Lucretia Robbins
Bud-Grafting Roses | Bruce Keyser
Propagating Roses | Pam Coath and Betty Vickers
Climbing Roses | Stephen Scanniello
Cooking with Roses | Mary Hahn
Hybridizing Roses | Suni and Rafiq Bolar
Rose Gifts | Elizabeth Belk

Interactive Rose Panel
What is “sustainability” when the term is used in reference to roses? In a time when this term is being used freely, are we
truly growing roses in a sustainable fashion? Our panels of garden experts will explain their take on sustainable roses and
will share with us their varied techniques for growing roses in the most responsible way possible. There will be plenty of
opportunity for the audience to participate in what promises to be an inspiring discussion.

Panelists: Stephen Scanniello, Moderator, Sarah Owens, Kevin Glaes, Peggy Martin, and Pam Smith.
The Rose Vine
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PENN JERSE
RSEY DISTRICT OFFI
FFICER
CERS AND STAFF
Oﬃcers Elected and appointed in September for 3 year terms:
District Director:
Nancy J. Redington
717 264‐6488
Rosered1@comcast.net
1st Assistant Director:
Brenna Bosch
609‐268‐2392
brennabosch@a .net
2nd Assistant Director:
Kathy Kozemchak
215‐945‐8098
pinkykoz@aol.com
Secretary:
Terri Johns
717)292‐6247
doverroselady@comcast.net
Treasurer:
Georgiana Papale (412)563‐6755
msgeorgi@ix.netcom.com
Chairman, Nomina ng Commi ee:
Gus Banks
609‐267‐3809
jrsyrose@gmail.com
District Chairman of Judges:
Bruce Monroe
302‐478‐5733
brmlmonr@aol.com
Chairman of Arrangement Judges:
Cur s Aumiller
717‐612‐1575
caumiller1@yahoo.com
Chairman of Consul ng Rosarians:
Mike Wrightstone
717 774‐7208
mwrightsto@aol.com
The Rose Vine

Chairman of Mid‐Winter Conven on:
Cur s Aumiller
717‐612‐1575
caumiller1@yahoo.com
District Trophy Chairman:
William Kozemchak
215‐945‐8098
pinkykoz@aol.com
District Chaplain:
Fr. Gervase Degenhardt
412 682‐6430 x240
gervase@capuchin.com
District Membership Chairman:
Iliana Okum
609‐298‐4160
ilianaokum@gmail.com
Roses in Review Coordinator:
Diane Wilkerson
732‐219‐0339
hiptownrose2@aol.com
Historian:
Pat Pitkin
610‐488‐1817
thornyoldrose@gmail.com
Webmaster:
Lance Cox
212‐498‐6501
el2sees@gmail.com
The Rose Vine Editor:
Terry Palise
609‐896‐2011
ctpalise@gmail.com
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