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                                  Yea! It’s Spring!
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We are finally back in the garden on a daily basis. Getting through the Winter has been a bit easier this year because I think my “mental rose clock” is finally on Pennsylvania time. It has taken about 7 years to get to the point where I know what to be doing now and what tasks lay ahead in the coming weeks and months. 

Coming from a climate where pruning took place on St. Valentine’s Day and shows were held in April, it took a while for the subconscious clock to adjust. Now I have a good set of mental checkmarks in place to get me from applying winter protection on Thanksgiving to pruning in April. 

My checkmarks are: receive and review catalogs (rose porn), receive and review Horizon Roses, make list of year’s poor performers, add up spots for new roses, add up rose wish list, subtract number to be shovel pruned from wish list, subtract spots for new roses (OH OH, can two bushes be planted in one hole?), transplant roses in March, forsythia blooming?- time to prune! 

I always have roses to transplant each Spring for a variety of reasons (didn’t pay attention to listed size in the catalog; catalog said 3’ x 3’ and it is 6’ x 5’; I thought that corner got more sun, etc.) I try to transplant roses in March as soon as I can work the soil.
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I always wind up transplanting some roses in late April and I can always tell the difference between those transplanted while dormant compared with those transplanted when vogorously growing. The March transplants look as good as the established roses while the late April transplants take until August to catch up. 

Pruning will take a little longer this year. Last year I had very little to prune out as most of the canes survived the mild winter. This year I will be pruning the Hybrid Teas down to about 10” to 12”. 

From now until November you know where to find me – in the garden. But this year we have many events throughout the district to give us a reason to take a break from the garden and travel and learn new things. This issue contains announcements for a number of events as well as Pam Coath’s award winning article on propagating cuttings.

Kevin

From the District Director’s Desk
The Winter Rose Getaway was an outstanding success–our thanks to Gus Banks who put together a diverse, entertaining, and educational program. This is the Penn Jersey District’s “off-season” convention. Generally the schedule includes a full day of presentations on Saturday, a dinner and speaker Saturday night, and the District Business Meeting. Sometimes there is a Consulting Rosarian school or seminar on Friday.  The Hospitality Suite is open Friday and Saturday nights. Conversation in the Hospitality Suite is lively, arguementative, and occasionally rather noisy! Rosarians are not afraid to express their opinions emphatically.
Because attendance has fallen in recent years, some thought has been given to changing the date of Winter Getaway. Those attending felt that President’s Day is the best choice so reserve that weekend in February 2008, and plan to come to Lancaster. If you have any comments or suggestions, let me know.  Early registration would be appreciated as it makes it easier to plan programs and dinners. Frank Benardella issued a challenge – come and bring a friend! Frank also “volunteered” to find a really exciting speaker. 
During the Business Meeting there was a discussion of the American Rose Society’s current financial problems. Declining membership is fact of life for the ARS as well as many other similar organizations. Fewer members creates cash flow problems and leads to delays in printing and mailing the ARS Magazine as well as other difficulties in ordering supplies and other material from ARS Headquarters. As the ARS members consider the magazine the principal benefit of membership, problems with the magazine are considered particularly significant.  The Penn Jersey members attending our meeting supported the idea of raising dues as one means of addressing the financial problems. This is being further pursued by the ARS Board of Directors and Executive Committee. Reluctantly, a temporary reduction in the number of issues of the ARS Magazine is also under consideration.  If anyone wants to be a part of this discussion, please send me an email or call.
We have a new RoseVine Editor. Kevin Glaes has agreed to take on this responsibility – THANK YOU, KEVIN! Please help by providing articles and other material promptly when asked and meeting publication deadlines. Deadline for the summer issue will be July 24, 2007. This issue will go out in early July and will include results of the June Rose Shows, and registration and other material for Fall Convention in Harrisburg. 

Great thanks go to Stacy Catrone and Dave Yingling for their work in producing the Rose Vine for the past several years.

If you would like to receive the RoseVine via email, send me your email address. If you want a paper copy (and did not attend the Winter Getaway), send $10 (payable to Penn Jersey District) to our Treasurer, Georgiana Papale, 2371 Perricrest Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

Dick Oberlander is stepping down as head of the Winter Rose Getaway Photo Contest. Bruce Monroe has agreed to take on this responsibility. Our heartfelt thanks go to Dick for his years of able service to the District in this capacity.

The Penn Jersey District will honor Ben Williams with two trophies to be presented at the District Show each September, one for Queen of Mini Floras and the other for the Best First Place Winner of the arrangements using Mini Flora roses. The District will also arrange for an article in a fall issue of the ARS Magazine honoring Ben and his many accomplishments.
Elaine L. Adler, District Director
Eadler@westtown.org

610 692-5631   
Word just came to us that the following members of the P-J Distirct received awards in the American Rose Society Photo Contest just concluded:

Stacey Catron, Eatontown, NJ

Patrick Ladley, North Plainfield, NJ

Kathy Lapergola, Mt. Laurel, NJ
Tom Mayhew, Langhorne, PA

Joe Tobias, Mercerville NJ

Congratulations to you all!

2007 Penn-Jersey District Rose Get-a-Way Weekend

By Dan Cottone

The District Rose Get-a-Way was held at the Eden Resort Inn in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on the weekend of February 16-18, 2007. After a welcome by the District Director Elaine Adler, the first session was presented by Dr. Jim Hering, who was a recent American Rose Society president. His presentation was on a survey and discussion of all the Award of Excellence Miniature and Miniflora Roses over the years since the program’s inception in 1975. Two of the AOE winners are Black Jade in 1985 and Leading Lady in 2007 both hybridized by another former ARS president, our own Frank Benardella.

Frank gave the next presentation on Horizon Roses for 2007. Horizon Roses is an annual compilation of comments by top exhibitors on the exhibition potential of the newest hybrid teas, floribundas, miniature and miniflora roses. For example, for the year 2006 there were 1618 reports with the following varieties receiving the most reports in each class: Hybrid Tea: Let Freedom Ring, Grandiflora: Honey Dijon, Floribunda: Pasadena, Miniflora: Peter Cottontail,  and Miniature: Heather Sproul. The 2006 Horizon Roses Review is available from Johnny Premeaux, 700 Westbury, Orange, TX 77630 by sending him a check payable to him for $10. You can find out more at: www.roseshow.com/horizons.htm
This was followed by a DVD video on the History of the Rose. It starts with references to the rose by the ancient Greeks, and then continues on to the rose gardens of Napoleon’s wife Josephine and on to roses of the present day. For those of you who have missed this film it will be shown again at the March meeting of the Garden State Rose Club.

After lunch we had a color slide presentation on old garden roses from Rev. Doug Seidel who is a pastor in Emmaus, Pa.  It was by far the most complete and elucidating treatment I have ever seen and heard on old garden roses. He is without question the foremost authority on old garden roses in the Eastern United States. His fascination with old garden roses started at a very early age when he became intrigued with roses he noticed growing wild along road sides or in old grave yards. He would always take cuttings or a rooted portion of the bush to add to his collection. He still does this today in his travels. He has been able to trace the identity of most of his findings, many of which have long been forgotten. At the beginning of the presentation Rev. Seidel distributed a two-page list of old garden roses he would be discussing. These are all grown in his garden today. I neglected to ask him if some of the roses might be growing in an old grave yard connected with his church. Of the 104 old garden roses listed, he marked with an asterisk 26 of them that are not care-free in our own zone 6. I have two of these, Austrian Copper and Old Blush. I do include them in my spray program. Three of those that are completely maintenance free are La Marne (8.7), Gruss an Teplitz (8.0), and Break O’ Day (5.4). Most of the OGRs can be purchased from Pickering Nurseries or Vintage Gardens, both in Canada. If you come to the March meeting you can pick up a copy of the complete old garden rose list that Rev. Seidel gave us.

The next presentation was on Rose Genetics by Dr. Michael S. Dobres. From what he showed on the screen it looks like, in the not-to-distant future, hybridizers will no longer have to pollinate and grow hundreds of thousands of roses in order to get the characteristics in a rose that can pass in the rose trial gardens throughout the world.  He showed how genes could be manipulated and crossed with others in various quantities so that a new rose could be formulated with certain desired characteristics. Much of this can be done on the computer before going to the test tubes to create the new rose. I did not hear him say anything about creating a blue rose.

The final presentation before the dinner cocktail hour was on Arrangements and How Backgrounds Can Have an Effect on Design by Gene Noto. This presentation can be appreciated more by seeing it than my explaining it to you. It is a kind of visual thing. By placing different colored drapes as a background for different floral arrangements you can create different effects. Some of the backgrounds also took on different shapes to give other effects. Some of the effects were dramatic with just simple changes in background. Anyone who is interested in floral arrangements for the home as well as for shows would have gotten a lot out of this presentation.

The after-dinner presentation was by Dr. Jim Hering, and his subject was the History of Mini Flora Roses in honor of J. Ben Williams. Ben Williams promoted the concept of a mini flora class and it was finally adapted by the America Rose Society. I saw Ben and our own Ken Pearson for the last time at the Penn-Jersey Fall Convention at the Holiday Inn in Hazlet, New Jersey. Both have passed away since. Ben was a well known hybridizer and gave great support to the ARS and also to our district. Ken Pearson was a charter member of our Garden State Rose Club and while he was an excellent rosarian he was also an expert in flower gardening and wrote a gardening column for the local newspaper where he lived. Both men will be missed.

There were other activities that took place besides the presentations. One was a Photo Contest that had similarities to a rose show. There were nine classes of roses with certain qualifications in each class to be considered. Tom Mayhew who is an excellent rosarian and a top notch photographer won the most blue ribbons. Another contest was pictures of rose arrangements where all attendees could place tickets in bowls in front of their favorite entrees.  Trophies were presented to the first place winners at the Saturday evening Dinner. As usual, we had a raffle at which almost all who bought tickets came away with winnings worth at least the cost of the tickets. Yours truly as well as nine other attendees came away with a basket full of prizes worth many times the cost of our tickets. These prizes are donated by nurseries, fertilizer companies, and other companies

(cont’d on next page)

connected with rose culture. We have to thank Henry and Marion Forstenhausler for their tireless efforts in managing this fund raising activity over the years. The Friday and Saturday evening social hours are always popular and it is a fine way to meet rosarians from other rose clubs in the district. It is very informal and we each usually bring something to donate such as a bottle or something to nosh on. 

Perhaps all this might entice you to come to the next district activity which will be the District Convention and Rose Show to take place at the Harrisburg Holiday Inn held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on September 7-9 2007. Rooms are $95/ day and registration is $30 plus $10 spouse. There will be a judges school, rose show, programs, garden tours, close to Hershey Gardens, larger indoor and outdoor pools, and socializing at the hospitality room. One program already announced will be a Miniature Arrangements Show in which all attendees can participate. More information will be presented as the date gets closer. Learn more about Penn Jersey District activities by going on the web at: www.pjdistrictrose.org.

2007 Winter Rose Get-a-Way Photo Contest Results

by Tom Mayhew

This year, seven photographers entered sixty-six 5x7 color prints in the Penn-Jersey District 2007 Photo Contest. The photos were submitted to the photo judge, Dick Oberlander, who winnowed down the field and selected several potential winning photos for each of the nine classes. These were then voted on by the Winter Rose Getaway attendees to select the winner of each class. From these nine winners, the final selection of the first, second and third place overall winners was done by Jim Hering, the Saturday Night Banquet Guest Dinner Speaker and an expert rose photographer and ARS Rose Judge. All of the 66 entered photos were on display at the Winter Rose Getaway Weekend in Lancaster.

The number of photos entered in this contest has varied over the years. There were 53 photos entered in 2002, 70 in 2003, 83 in 2004, 90 in 2005, 75 in 2006 and 66 in 2007. The number of photographers has varied between 7 and 10 contestants during these years with some variation in the photographers submitting photos. Next year the Photo Classes will be expanded to 11 to include a Novice Class (for those who have never won a blue ribbon in a rose photo contest) and a separate Class for Species or Old Garden Roses.
The seven photographers were:

Kathleen Lapergola, Mt. Laurel, NJ

Glen Smith, York Haven, PA

Julia Saurbaugh, Conestoga, PA

Joachim Makosch, Kenhorst, PA

Tom Mayhew, Langhorne, PA

Mark Schutte, Landsdale, PA

David M. Walsh, Hampstead, MD

The winners by class were:

First Place Overall:
Tom Mayhew


Playboy (Open Bloom - Floribunda)

Second Place Overall:
Tom Mayhew

Rose Arrangement by Theodora Saidman
Third Place Overall:
Tom Mayhew

Signature (Exhibition Bloom – Hybrid Tea) 
List of all the winners by Class:

Class 1 Exhibition bloom - HT, GR, or FL:


Tom Mayhew
Signature
Class 2 Exhibition bloom – Miniature:


Tom Mayhew
Arcanum
Class 3 Open bloom - HT, GR, or FL:


Tom Mayhew
Playboy
Class 4  Open bloom: – Miniature


Tom Mayhew
Lev
Class 5 Spray, HT, GR or FL:


Julia Saurbaugh
Patio Pearl
Class 6 Spray Miniature:


Tom Mayhew
Floranne
Class 7 Exhibition bloom or Spray - OGR or Shrub: Tie:
Kathleen Lapergola
Kathryn Morley


Tom Mayhew
Tuscany Superb
Class 8 Rose Arrangement:


Tom Mayhew
Arrangement by Theodora 



Saidman

Class 9 Rose Garden or Rose Activity:


Tom Mayhew
Rose Garden at Morris 



Arboretum
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First Place Overall: Tom Mayhew

Playboy (Open Bloom - Floribunda)
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Third Place Overall:
Tom Mayhew

Signature (Exhibition Bloom – Hybrid Tea)
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Second Place Overall:
Tom Mayhew

Rose Arrangement by Theodora Saidman
Plan Now for the Rose Get-a-Way Weekend Photo Contest

by Bruce Monroe

It's not too early to start planning for the 2008 Winter Rose Get-a-Way Weekend Photo Contest.  Take your pictures in June so you can enter them next February.  This year we have added a Novice Class, which is open to those who have never won a blue ribbon in a rose photo contest.

Each photo entry must be a 5x7 color photo.  Mail your entry with your name attached to: Bruce Monroe, 3030 Maple Shade Lane, Wilmington, DE 19810-3424.  All entries must be received by Jan 15, 2008.  Exhibitors are limited to three entries per class.  

All roses and activities must be correctly identified.  Photos will be evaluated on 50% rose form and 50% photo quality.  All photos entered will be on display and final judging and awards will be made at the Penn-Jersey District Winter Rose Get-a-Way Weekend.  The judges' decision is final.  Ribbons will be given in each class and awards to the top three photos overall.   By entering the contest, you agree to allow the Penn-Jersey District of the American Rose Society to exhibit your photo at the 2008 Winter Rose Get-a-Way Weekend and publish you photo in the Rose Vine.  

The photo contest is open to any amateur photographer who is either a member of the Penn-Jersey District or who has registered for the Winter Rose Get-a-Way Weekend.  In addition, the Novice class is open only to those who have never won a blue ribbon in a rose photo contest.  You need not be present to win.

Class 1 – Novice Class – One photo, appropriate for any of Classes 2-11.

Class 2 – One Exhibition Bloom, Hybrid Tea, Grandiflora, or Floribunda

Class 3 – One Exhibition Bloom, Miniature or Mini-Flora 

Class 4 – One Open Bloom, Hybrid Tea, Grandiflora, or Floribunda

Class 5 – One Open Bloom, Miniature or Mini-Flora

Class 6 – One Spray, Hybrid Tea, Grandiflora, Floribunda, or Polyantha

Class 7 – One Spray, Miniature or Mini-Flora 

Class 8 – One Exhibition Bloom or Spray, Species or Old Garden Rose 

Class 9 - One Exhibition Bloom or Spray, Shrub or Climber

Class 10 - A Rose Arrangement

Class 11 - Rose Garden or Rose Society Activity

Propagating Roses using Gallon Sized Plastic Bags and Artificial Light:

by Pam Coath

Ed’s note: this article recently received an Award of Merit from the American Rose Society. Congratulations Pam! It first appeared in The Rose, the newsletter of the Philadelphia Rose Society

I'd like to share with everyone a propagation method that works really well.  I came upon this method in the October 2003 issue of the American Rose Magazine (Marilyn Wellan, our new President, is on the cover, holding yellow and red roses).  The article is written by Mel Hulse, Volunteer Maintenance Director of the San Jose Heritage Rose Garden.

I followed the instructions in this article fairly closely, but the thing I do differently, which I think makes all the difference is I put the plastic bags under artificial light (shop lights), not the bright indirect natural light the above author recommends as do so many other articles on propagation.  I have had miserable "success" using any form of bright indirect natural light, but my success increased exponentially using the shop lights.  My guess is I get at least 80% success!  

Here I've written how I do this, but I do recommend you look up the article because there are some great photos that accompany it.  Please don't feel intimidated by all the words that follow here - when you get to actually doing it you'll see it's easy and fun, and I have to tell you, there is something so exiting about seeing those roots forming along the sides of the plastic bags you feel like a kid in a candy shop! 

Start with the clear "gallon" plastic zip lock bags.  Fill them about 1/3 full, maybe just a bit more, with potting soil, moistened well but not so well water will run out if you turn the bag upside down.  I use the Waterloo brand they sell.  No timed release fertilizer type, just the regular bland stuff.  The light, fluffy kind, with a lot of peat moss and perlite in it. Pro-Mix in the bales would be the type, no built in fertilizer.

I put two cuttings per bag, even three if they're small.  I try to get a "heel" on the cutting.  A heel is where the smaller stem joins into a bigger stem it's attached to.  Some propagation books will have photos of it.  The article mentioned above has a good photo of this stem to stem juncture.  I just trim around to keep a very small, thin piece of the main stem or "heel" attached to the base of the cutting. It's proven this juncture area has a lot of rooting hormones in it, and it's definitely true because I've seen those particular cuttings root fastest here in my basement. 

But if you can't get a heel, don't worry.  Just make a cutting with approximately two nodes underneath the soil (the bottom cut should be just below the last node, no excess stem left behind, doesn't matter about angle), and two leaf sets above, trim the leaves if they're huge or can't fit.

Also, the best cuttings I've done are with roses that have just finished their current cycle of bloom.  I wait until the petals have fallen off.  For some reason having to do with hormones, this is when they are the most ready to root.  The only roses I've had trouble rooting are certain old roses and some rugosas, mainly stems with a lot of thorns.  I've rooted roses after the first June flush, in the middle of summer, and in the fall, too, in each case just after the petals have fallen.

Sometimes you can only get sort of twiggy cuttings where there are four or more tiny nodes very close together in the section you want to put in the soil.  Don't worry, put them all under the soil.  With my fingernail, I gently scrape off any tiny forming buds I see because this is where the new roots will form.  I don't use a knife to make scrapes at the bottom of the cuttings, as you see advised in some articles - I just haven't seen lots of roots forming from these areas, and suspect it can even cause a cutting not to take.

If you think there might be spider mites on the cuttings, rinse them off really well under gentle hose or a tap...I even gently rub off the undersides of the leaves with my fingers as I hold the cutting upside down under the faucet.  If there's blackspot on the leaves, you might see it get bad and the leaves drop off in the bags.  Try for blackspot free cuttings.  The author of the above article recommends a spray mixture of 1/8 tsp. Baking Soda with 1/8 tsp. Miracle Gro for Roses in a 16 oz spray bottle which you can use at the time you put the cuttings in the bag and during the rooting process.  I skip this step, but don't think it can hurt.

I use the regular rooting hormone stuff, the powdered (cont’d on next page)

kind.  The kind I use is called RooTone by Rockland. I dip the cutting in, tap the excess off, and just stick it into the moistened soil, I don't even bother with a pencil hole first, etc.

Then I seal the bag.  I then re-open a tiny section in the middle and blow the bag up and quickly re-seal it.  I also write with an indelible marker the name of the rose and the date I put it in there.  I use two plastic straws, the kind that bend at the top, inside the bag at either end, to sort of keep the bags propped up, as I've found even when I blow up the bags with air, eventually it comes out and the top of the bag crumples down, sometimes onto the cuttings.  You can keep blowing the air in from time to time, I think the roses like it.

Then, this is the part I consider crucial...I put the bags under shop lights in my basement.  I have the shop lights on a timer, 16 hours.  The bags are put really close to the lights, the tops of the bags are only an inch or two away from the bulbs, and the leaves if you measured would probably be 4 to 6 inches away from the lights.  It is cool light, it's perfect, really.  The cuttings appreciate the cool temperatures of the basement, too.  This is where my method differs from other write-ups about this, they all seem to say put the bags in indirect natural light - forget this, many will fail, in my opinion.  Definitely use the shop lights - I use the full spectrum bulbs.  Will they root with just plain flourescent bulbs?  Probably!

In my basement, I have a three-tiered lighting system I bought from a catalog, it is excellent.  I wanted even more lights and did it inexpensively by getting two saw-horses from my neighbor, and an old counter top from them too, making a table out of that and just dropped the shop lights from the ceiling with lightweight chains.  Either way, the roses don't care, they just like the cool light, plain and simple.  I have all this in the room where the furnace and central air conditioning units are.  The air conditioner runs a lot in summer and it sure is cool down there!  My opinion is, the cuttings and new roots love this.

I've heard of people using bricks or cinder blocks, and just having the lights propped up on those at floor level.

I usually see the roots forming about two to three weeks from putting the cuttings in the bags, sometimes longer, but most are really raring to get out of the bags in one month.  I open the bags a little one day, then more the next day, and finally prop them open with the plastic straws for several days, all in an effort to harden them off before planting them in pots.  

When the roses have lots of roots that are getting long and look like they really need more space, and I've had them "hardening off" in the bags for a week or so, I then take the cuttings up to the garage where I pot them up in medium sized plastic containers.  I'm not good on sizing containers, but use the ones you would find a medium sized perennial for sale in at a nursery.  I use scissors to cut the bags open along the side edges, fold away the two sides, and then carefully lift out the cuttings by putting my hand under the soil and roots and gently pulling them out and away from each other with as much of a root ball as I can.  I already have the plastic containers filled 1/2 to 2/3 full with moistened potting soil.  I put the root ball cutting in, fill the rest of the pot with moistened soil, and water in.  Again, use fluffy regular potting soil, with no fertilizers at all in it.

I've used the vitamin B root stimulator stuff, but I've also had just fine results not using it.  Go ahead and try it if you want, I don't think it hurts, but go by the directions and don't use too much.  I wouldn't water in with any kind of fertilizer, though.

I use the plastic straws as markers, using the indelible pens to write the name of the rose and just sticking it in the pot.  

I keep the cuttings in my garage, where they are in the shade during the day, but they are only a few feet away from the driveway where there is blazing sun.  So, perhaps that would be considered "bright indirect" light.  I take them out of the garage in the late afternoon, say 5:00, and put them into the direct light.  They get that gentle sun until evening...they 

stay out there until morning when they get another several hours of direct, gentle light.  Then about 10:00 that morning I put them back in the garage.  I do this cycle for about a week, then move them into more sun in the morning, back to the shade in the hottest part of day, back into late afternoon sun maybe at 4:00 instead of 5:00, etc.

After about two to three weeks of this, I have been giving them more and more sun, until they are in sun most or all of the day.  I've gotten into the habit of using empty plastic pots in front of the pots with the roses in them to absorb some of the heat of the sun, because I think the roots can fry in those black plastic pots in the hottest sun.

If you can't be at home during the day to do this routine, perhaps put them under the shade of a tree would be good, but protect against rabbits, as I mention later in this article.

(cont’d on next page)

After about a week or so when they've been in the pots, I start to use fish emulsion or mild Miracle Gro from time to time, very light doses, like a teaspoon in a gallon and split between 10 cuttings in pots.  You can do this if you've planted them in the ground too, but remember, light doses!

After a couple of more weeks, they can go in the ground, or wait until late summer or fall to plant.  My opinion after doing this a couple of years is, if you can plant it about four or five weeks or so after you've had it in the pot, this is better.  The roses can become root bound.  I've had some problems over wintering them if they just stay out in the pots.  You can bury the pots in the garden just for wintering over before planting in the spring.  This seems to work out fine but the last winters have been pretty mild. 

One last piece of advice...I have rabbits here.  I don't know who doesn't have rabbits.  For some reason, they love these little cuttings and will decimate them with no mercy, each and every one of them.  It's like they have radar and find them out - this is no fun after all that time, love and care you've put in.  I go out and buy some of that soft green chicken wire, it comes in circular bundles about 2' in height - I cut long pieces and form rings around each and every cutting and use bamboo stakes or sticks to wedge them into the ground.  Please don't forget to do this as I've had the heartbreak of seeing happy little cuttings just chewed to bits.  

Follow all of this advice and you will be a successful and happy rose propagator!

Happy Propagation!!!

Pam Coath


Consulting Rosarian School in Chambersburg PA


Gus Banks, District Chairman of Consulting Rosarians

The York Rose Society will host a Consulting Rosarian School on June 30, 2007 in Chambersburg, PA. The school will start at 9 am and run until 5 pm, lunch will be included. There is a $10 fee to cover expenses. The school will serve to requalify any current CRs. Any one interested in becoming a Consulting Rosarian must attend the school and complete the open book test.  The school is open to anyone who wants to increase their rose growing knowledge. You do not have to be a CR or take the test to become one to attend.

To become an ARS Consulting Rosarian you must:


(
Be an ARS member for three consecutive years.


(
Be an active member of a local society.


(
Must have grown various types of roses for five years and be knowledgeable in rose culture.


(
Must provide three letters of recommendation from CRs.


(
Must submit yearly reports to District CR when required.


(
Must participate yearly in Roses in Review.


(
Must exhibit a continuing willingness to share knowledge and an enthusiasm for the rose and the 


American Rose Society.

Anyone attending the school must have a copy of the CR Manual. Manuals will not be available for purchase at the school. They must be purchased directly from the ARS. Allow at least ten days for shipping when you order the manuals. 

Anyone interested in attending the school or becoming a Consulting Rosarian please contact Gus Banks, 609-267-3809, jrsyrose@verizon.net to register for the school.

District Convention and Rose Show Preview

by Ron Chronister
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The Greater Harrisburg Rose Society is pleased to host the annual District Convention and Rose Show.  The Convention begins with registration in the Hospitality Room on Thursday evening, September 6 for early arrivals.  On Friday, September 7 there will be a Horticultural Judges School for judge candidates and for current judges who want or need to meet audit requirements.  In addition to the Rose Show on Saturday, there will be several interesting programs that should appeal to all rosarians.  There will be speakers to entertain us following dinner on both Friday and Saturday evening.  Additional details on the programs and the speakers will be forthcoming in future editions of The Rose Vine.  Registration forms will be available in The Rose Vine and at the Greater Harrisburg Rose Society web site (www.ghrs.info).

The Convention will take place at the Holiday Inn Harrisburg East, located at 4751 Lindle Road, which is just off of Interstate 283 and just a few miles from the Pennsylvania Turnpike.  The Holiday Inn Harrisburg East is newly renovated.  The hotel is located in the heart of Pennsylvania’s Capital Region, minutes from downtown Harrisburg and from Hershey, Pennsylvania. The roses at the Hershey Rose Garden should be in full bloom, showing off their spectacular fall splendor to all who want to make the short trip to Hershey to stroll through the gardens. For those who enjoy amusement parks, Hersheypark is usually open on weekends in the early fall as well.

I hope you will join us for a fun-filled weekend. 

You are cordially invited to the

Tri District (Penn-Jersey, Colonial & New York)

Arrangement Judging School

July 21-22, 2007
Oakbourne Mansion, Westtown, West Chester, PA

(about 40 minutes from Philadelphia Airport)

This full school will offer the necessary course work and test to continue the process to become an ARS Arrangement judge.  It will also recertify ARS arrangement judges and will be a learning experience for all arrangers.  

Instructors from several states will share their knowledge. All types of design and point scoring of those designs will be discussed. Lunches and breaks are included in the price. 

Hotel and dinners are on your own. Upon registration, a list of local hotels and restaurants will be provided.

One day (Saturday) will requalify current judges.  Students interested in taking the exam must attend Saturday and Sunday.

Note: To take the exam you must have been a member of the ARS for 3 years and be an ARS Horticulture Judge or have taken and passed the Horticulture Judging School.

Questions: 

Contact:
Patricia Bilson 


127 Gable Road, 


Paoli, PA 19301

Phone:
610-644-1860 

Email:
patbilson@yahoo.com
Registration Form can be found on the following page.
Tri District ARS Rose Arrangement Judges School

OPEN TO ALL CURRENT JUDGES, PERSPECTIVE JUDGES, and INTERESTED ARRANGERS

July 21-22, 2007  ( 8 AM to 5 PM )

Oakbourne Mansion

Westtown, PA

Regristration Form

Full School – 2 days with exam (breaks and lunches included)

$ 140.00




Includes the $ 50 ARS fee

Full School – 2 days with out exam (breaks and lunches included)       
 $  90.00

Saturday only      Includes lunch and breaks
      



$   50.00

Saturday will include the full range of design styles and how to judge them. Some practice point scoring will be on Saturday with more detailed point scoring done Sunday.  Refreshing judges should attend Sat and participate.  After lunch on Sunday, only those taking the exam (witten and point scoring) and instructors will be present.

It is required that Perspective Judges and currant Judges have the updated Handbook.  Handbooks should be acquired from Nation Headquarters before attending.  

Oakbourne Mansion, Oakbourne Park  is an historic building in Westtown Township, near West Chester, PA.  A list of near-by hotels is available from the committee.  

Name:_____________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

State, Zip:__________________________________________________

Phone and E-mail address:_____________________________________

Full School with EXAM $ 140_________


Make checks payable:

Full School , No EXAM $   90_________


Patricia Bilson

Saturday only                  $   50_________


127 Gable Road










Paoli, PA 19301

Payment due not later than July 10th
Notes From the District Chairman of Horticulture Judges

Bruce Monroe, District Chairman of Horticulture Judges 

Telephone:  302-478-5733.  Email:  brmlmonr@aol.com

Horticultural Judging School and Audit

A Horticultural Judging School will be held in conjunction with the 2007 District Convention in Harrisburg. The judging school will be on Friday, September 7, with the exam scheduled for the afternoon of Saturday, September 8, after the show has been judged. The School is open to all who would like to learn more about rose judging, not just to members of the Penn-Jersey District. However, only American Rose Society members who fulfill the requirements to become horticultural judges are eligible to take the exam.Accredited judges are required to attend an at least four-hour judging audit at least once every four years. I plan to start the morning session at 8:30 AM and continue to 1:00 PM so auditors will be finished by lunch. According to my records, about ten judges in the District are required to audit this year.  Please contact me if you are uncertain as to whether you are required to attend.Judges who are not required to audit should consider auditing the school anyway so they will not be required to attend the Judging School two years from now.  The audit is open to all judges, not just to judges who are members of the Penn-Jersey District.

Requirements for Becoming an Apprentice Horticultural Judge

In addition to attending a judging school and passing the judges exam, the requirements for becoming an apprentice horticultural judge include:

(
Must have been a member of the ARS for 36 consecutive months immediately proceeding application.

(
Must have grown garden roses for five years.

(
Must have exhibited roses for at least three years and won at least five blue ribbons and at least two ARS certificates.

(
Must have worked as a clerk at least three rose shows.

Please contact me if you would like more information and/or are interested in attending and becoming judges.

Anyone who wants to take the judge's exam should fill out the APPLICATION FOR APPRENTICE ROSE JUDGE CERTIFICATE and return it to the American Rose Society at the indicated address. I have copies of the application. For additional information see:

www.ars.org/pdf/BecomeAnApprenticeJudge.pdf. Please let me know you are applying so I will know how many people to expect.

Judging the 2007 District Show
Please let me know if you would like to judge the 2007 District show. Following the judge's breakfast, judging will begin at about 10:30 AM on Saturday, September 8.


Ribbons

Ed’s note: I know this joke has been passed around for a while but I can’t resist: Two older gentlemen were sitting on a bench outside a garden center where the local rose show was being judged. After several hours, one man wondered aloud if the judging was done. The other said he didn’t know, but he had an idea on how to speed things up. “I’m going to streak the show!” So he took off his clothes and went running into the building. The fellow still outside heard a great commotion and then silence. About 10 minutes later, the naked man came strolling out, smiling and holding a blue ribbon. “What the heck is that?” the fellow on the bench asked. “Well”, the naked man said, “at first they were perturbed, but then they decided to award me first place in dried arrangements!” 
Mark Your Calendars:

West Jersey RS Rose Show on June 2, at Echelon Mall, Voorhees, NJ

Philadelphia RS Rose Show on June 3 at Morris Arboretum

Del Chester RS Rose Show on June 9 at Longwood Gardens

Garden State RS Rose Show on June 9 in Secaucus, NJ

South Penn Area Rose Society Rose Show June 9 & 10, Chambersburg, PA

Reading-Berks RS Rose Show June 10 at Boscov’s North, Reading PA

York RS Rose Show on June 16, at Galleria Mall, York, PA

Pittsburgh RS Rose Show on June 16, Bidwell Training Center, Pittsburgh PA
Consulting Rosarian School, June 30, 2007 in Chambersburg, PA

Tri District ARS Rose Arrangement Judges School, July 21-22, 2007 in West Chester PA
Horticultue Jugding School on Friday, September 7 in Harrisburg PA
District Convention and Rose Show, September 8 & 9 in Harrisburg PA
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