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Ideation: 10 Choices 
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              I came up with 8 different choices:

• 	 Gothic/Medieval styled font with a mirror design.

• 	 Messy Childhood Handwriting font.

• 	 Made of bracelet beads and thread.

• 	 Candle-styled font inspired by my own “happy birthday.”

• 	 Wavy-font based on the “Welcome to Alameda” Sign.

• 	 A font based on what remains of the Alameda Navy Base.

• 	 A worn, stamp-styled typeface inspired by a history book.

               hen deciding this typeface, I wanted to pick a 
theme that had some sort of personal connection to 
me, and can also inspire people who use it. 
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http://www.proquest.com/docview/1795768821?accountid=28458&parentSessionId=OAZVaHEHXnwLC5co%2BzH9d2B34TVQl21MY5uQqiyBfZ4%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Newspapers
http://www.understood.org/en/articles/why-is-my-childs-handwriting-so-bad

https://www.proquest.com/docview/2823574360?accountid=28458&parentSessionId=RPPSsTfDUZ6k7swWNroyKkBl%2FQbwc%2BiWKc7%2B04hUang%3D&pq-origsite=primo

http://www.mlcandle.com/a-shining-bright-the-evolution-of-birthday-candles.html
http://www.sunbeamcandles.com/blogs/journal/history-of-birthday-candles#:~:text=19th%20&%2020th%20Century:%20Industrialization%20&,Hill
http://www.speedpro.com/east-bay/5-iconic-wall-murals-of-oakland-alameda/

http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/BRAC-Bases/California/Former-Naval-Air-Station-Alameda/

http://www.dialastamp.com.au/2025/04/30/common-mistakes-to-avoid-when-using-rubber-stamps/?srsltid=AfmBOooYh5qkLtuOOEGpi37_ZwCrsMYBlTvTfarWLMgdSYD19RlznTlh
http://engineersealstamps.com/blogs/info/office-stamp-fonts-unveiled-enhance-your-professional-image?srsltid=AfmBOorYN1ZUZp3SpprqAc8kSbvIgMhtLYBWzcRZmEdTFNwuPLZu_RXY
http://ta-nehisicoates.com/books/between-the-world-and-me/
https://vaulteditions.com/blogs/news/the-evolution-and-origins-of-blackletter-fonts-from-medieval-mastery-to-modern-adaptations
http://dalelane.co.uk/blog/?p=1951
http://dunejewelry.com/beaded-bracelet-adjustable-starfish-weathered-agate?srsltid=AfmBOorQH6p_-4xM4Gq9ZR0VqYnJjy2MwgsEVrBhKewMNGNGLMyfhx0a
http://www.amazon.com/Birthday-Anniversary-Celebration-Decorations-Supplies/dp/B0BXSDPCSH
https://app.adjust.com/9ib7e21?al_id=7a7de59afe7948db9fa016e48e5beb8f&deep_link=yelp%3A%2F%2Fbiz%2FNsiRapIkjafRnUmpC5RCMg%3Fal_id%3D7a7de59afe7948db9fa016e48e5beb8f%26al_e%3DPhotoThumbnailPitch%26al_c%3Dbiz_details.gate_all_photos%26label%3D987F991FD0FB3CB0%252CNsiRapIkjafRnUmpC5RCMg%252C749431749fbcf0f9%26biz_cat%3Dpublicart%26biz_name%3DWelcome%2Bto%2BAlameda%2Bmural%23%2523Intent%253Bscheme%253Dhttp%253Bpackage%253Dcom.yelp.android%253Bend%253B&campaign=PhotoThumbnailPitch&adgroup=biz_details.gate_all_photos&label=987F991FD0FB3CB0%2CNsiRapIkjafRnUmpC5RCMg%2C749431749fbcf0f9
http://ta-nehisicoates.com/books/between-the-world-and-me/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/09/21/new-housing-planned-for-same-residents-hit-with-tainted-tap-water-in-alameda/



Ideation: Final Choices 
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               hen thinking back to most of the work I have 
done in college, most are out of learning to embrace 
all parts of myself that make me unique, as well as 
making my younger self proud as I started creating 
art at a young age.

Thus, I came up with Self-Affinity, a mirror-themed 
typeface with a slight nod to Medieval-style fonts. I 
chose this theme as a nod to fairytale books I loved 
growing up.

In particular, this typeface and presentation is 
inspired by My Treasury of Princess Stories, a 
fairytale-anthology that specialized in this magical, 
swirly, serif-inspired typeface.

(Also, as you can see, I mimicked the beginning letters 
of a fairytale book using this typeface).
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http://markeebooks.com/fantasy-fonts-unleashing-the-magic-of-typography/
http://markeebooks.com/fantasy-fonts-unleashing-the-magic-of-typography/
http://archive.org/details/mytreasuryofprin0000unse_s6h9/page/n167/mode/2up
http://archive.org/details/mytreasuryofprin0000unse_s6h9/page/n167/mode/2up
http://in.pinterest.com/pin/683069468492826450/


Research
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                elving into more research, I wanted to learn more about Medieval-style fonts to see why they were 
created and how they were utilized.

The most common medieval typefaces are Black-letter fonts, so I went to research some old versions of them. I 
took two versions for inspiration: Carolingian Minuscule and Textura.

Carolingian Minuscule is a 6th-9th Century font. It is known for having rounded strokes that are spaced out for 
maximum legibility, and strokes that slant in a natural direction. They are designed as such as the Renaissance 
era prompted easier typefaces that were easier to read and write. With this in mind, I made sure my typeface 
was round and easy to read.
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http://vaulteditions.com/blogs/news/the-evolution-and-origins-of-blackletter-fonts-from-medieval-mastery-to-modern-adaptations
http://jakerainis.com/blog/the-history-of-blackletter-calligraphy/
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Textura was a 11th-17th Century typeface. Its creation was guided by design principles that balanced its 
legibility, consistency in spacing, and wavy style. So I made sure that the strokes and stylizations incorporated 
in my typeface would also follow these consistent patterns.

Of course, I needed my own unique way to personalize my font, so for letters that have counters (e.g. D) I added 
a mirror design.  It is inspired by the mirror in Snow White as well as “Girl in the Mirror” by Bebe Rexha. The 
mirror theme is meant to encourage those who use this typeface to be themselves and not carbon-copies of 
others, something I wish I could tell my younger self.

http://jakerainis.com/blog/the-history-of-blackletter-calligraphy/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sw_3Ru5_Sg


Sketch Process
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                         My practice round is where I tried experimenting with the roundness of Carolingian Minuscule and 
consistency of Textura. For personal touches, I added the mirror design for letters with counters and swirls at 
the terminal ends. This photo was for the Personal Typeface Pitch presentation.
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 	               As suggested by Professor Zach, I opted for a bigger space for  each character on graph paper. I 
made sure each letter occupies  at least the majority of its 8 x 8 square. In addition, I also used tracing paper to 
make sure each letter used similarly-sized strokes and swirls.
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Illustrator Process
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	            Once my designs were approved, I moved on to Adobe Illustrator to makes its final digital version.

Similar to the tracing paper method, I wanted to keep elements consistent for the most part. I copy and pasted 
similar components of swirls and wavy strokes together until they make a letter, then used the selection tool to 
piece them together properly. 

And of course, three lines for the mirror design!

1.)
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	             To stylize the typeface a bit more, I made some of the swirl terminals touch the baseline from the 
middle. Helps give the letters a bit more of a unique flair.

For the final specimen chart, I decided to display them on a vanity-desk with the typeface in the mirror part, just 
to emphasize the mirror theme a bit more!

I also used Calligraphr to make sure that each typeface was on the baseline before finalizing it, then used the 
website to turn it into a real font, just like magic!

2.)

http://www.calligraphr.com/en/
http://www.calligraphr.com/en/


Where to Apply

HOME

                  ecause the typeface is stylized, it is better 
off as a display font for headers of Slide decks 
or Posters, rather than writing for full length 
paragraphs. Here, I used it as the logo for my 
Honors Contract Magazine!

Regardless, this font is meant to feel wondrous and 
motivating, reflecting the users for who they are 
rather than those around them. So have fun with 
this typeface!

B

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G2G4KI0qLyoolrD4Fz0B-_BiG2oRcHpk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G2G4KI0qLyoolrD4Fz0B-_BiG2oRcHpk/view?usp=sharing
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Self-Affinity

Rachelle Baisa

This is my personal typeface: Self-Affinity.  This font 

is inspired by Black-letter type fonts that would 

appear in Fairytale stories I read as a kid. To 

personalize it more, I added a mirror-theme on the 

counters to connect that childhood nostalgia into 

the creative work I do today, and encourage those 

who use it to embrace what makes them unique.

https://rachellebaisa.com

https://rachellebaisa.com
https://rachellebaisa.com


Download here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g3IB7xDQDuEHQ6cCiLOEr_OJZJoa21Ag/view?usp=share_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g3IB7xDQDuEHQ6cCiLOEr_OJZJoa21Ag/view?usp=share_link
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