PISTIL APOTHECARY

Balneotherapy at Home

Building a mineral bath practice — the ancient wisdom behind it, and how to bring it home

Long before bathing was a wellness trend, it was civilization's original ritual — Roman senators, Japanese
villagers, and Ottoman city-dwellers all built entire cultures around the simple act of soaking. Here's what
those traditions can teach you, and how to bring the practice home.

ROME'STHERMAE: BATHING ASTHE GREAT
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EQUALIZER
The Romans built massive public bathhouses, or thermae, across their entire empire — seeking out
natural springs as far-flung as modern France, Austria, and Hungary. Inside, clothing and class both
came off: senator and laborer soaked side by side in hot and cold pools, moving through the space as
a social ritual as much as a cleansing one. Many of these springs are still in active use today, two
thousand years later.
GETTING STARTED
Try moving through temperatures the way the Romans did — warm, then hot, then a brief cool rinse —
rather than soaking at one temperature the whole time.

0 JAPAN'SONSEN: BATHING ASRITUAL

Japan sits on roughly 25,000 natural geothermal hot spring sources, and bathing in them, known as
taking an onsen, has never been treated as mere hygiene. There's a specific etiquette — washing
thoroughly before entering, easing in slowly, sitting in silence — that treats the soak itself as a small
act of reverence toward the water and the moment.

GETTING STARTED
Rinse off before you soak, not after — the bath is for stillness, not for getting clean.

THE TURKISH HAMMAM: PURIFICATION OF BODY AND
SOUL

The hammam descended from Roman and Byzantine bathing traditions and became something
distinctly its own: a heated marble slab called the gobek tasi (the “navel stone”) at its center, where
visitors lie down for a vigorous exfoliating scrub and massage after working through rooms of rising
heat. The ritual was understood as cleansing both the body and something less tangible — a practice
of purification, not just a wash.

GETTING STARTED
Dry brush or exfoliate just before your bath, the way a hammam scrub precedes the soak — it primes the
skin rather than following it.
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BUILDING YOUR OWN MINERAL BATH

Every one of these traditions leaned on what the earth provided — volcanic springs, mineral deposits,
salt lakes. At home, the everyday equivalents are Epsom salt, Dead Sea salt, and plain sea salt,
typically 1-2 cups dissolved into a standard tub, sometimes finished with a few well-diluted drops of
essential oil.
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COMMON ADDITIONS
Epsom salt - Dead Sea salt - Sea salt - Baking soda - A few drops of essential oil, well-diluted

TEMPERATURE, TIMING, AND CAUTION

Most adults do well between 95-104°F (35—40°C) for 10—20 minutes. Hot water lowers blood
pressure and raises heart rate, so anyone with a heart condition, blood pressure concerns, or who is
pregnant should keep the water cooler (around 95-98°F in pregnancy) and the soak shorter, and
check with a doctor first if there's any underlying condition.

SIGNS TO GET OUT AND COOL DOWN
Dizziness, lightheadedness, nausea, or a racing heartbeat.

Start with what'sfree

Explore our free Balneotherapy class and more — and sign up for our newsletter to get new guides and
class dates first.
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This is general educational information, not medical advice. If you're pregnant or manage a heart condition, blood pressure condition, or any other
health concern, talk with a doctor before starting a regular hot bath practice.
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