FIND YOUR
ISLAND FI'T

THE COMMUNITY COMPARISON GUIDE

From lively waterfront cities to quiet coastal towns,
discover which Vancouver Island communities
may suit your lifestyle and your next home.
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02 / START RERE

There is no one
perfect town _

The best community is the one that matches
your daily life, priorities and budget.

YOUR EVERYDAY RADIUS

@ Think groceries, healthcare, schools, work,
friends and hobbies. Test the routes you
will actually drive.

YOUR HOME PREFERENCES
@ Think condo or strata, rancher, family home,

acreage, suite, walkability and upkeep.

TRY A REALISTIC WEEKDAY

a Visit at morning commute and again in the
evening. Check shopping, walking routes,
slope, road noise, transit and winter daylight—
not only the prettiest waterfront view.

 READ THIS GUIDE AS A STARTING POINT

EI Community character varies street by street.
Lifestyle descriptions are qualitative, not guarantees
or formal rankings. Housing availability, prices,
travel times and services change.

A NOTE ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHS

The scenic photographs throughout are illustrative

lifestyle imagery and should not be interpreted as
photographs of the exact communities described.

ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 02
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Nanaimo = =

A PRACTICAL HUB WITH WATERFRONT CHARACTER,
SERVICES AND NEIGHBOURHOOD VARIETY.

A ENEEE L

The Island’s central urban centre
mixes a working harbour, university
life, shopping districts, parks and
established residential areas. Lifestyle
varies significantly from downtown

to North Nanaimo and the south end.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

Condos, townhouses, older detached
homes, newer subdivisions, legal-suite
opportunities and some ocean-view
properties.

WHY PEOPLFE CONSIDER IT WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

Major shopping and services,

Compare road noise, hills,

Nanaimo Regional General Hospital, neighbourhood services, strata health,
VIU, and multiple ferry connections school catchments and commute
to the mainland. routes before choosing an address.
@ EXPLORE NEARBY
North Nanaimo, Departure Bay, Hammond Bay, Cedar and South Nanaimo.

Nanaimo offers a vibrant, convenient lifestyle with

™ L ]
‘ ) )‘t [} P LT RN Ll AR [ ]-.j"li' (1 1 1. PR T A &
] h( Ll/C.S y (, waterfront charm, urban amenities and casy access o
[ |

nature, making it a fantastic place to call home.
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Lantzyville & Nanoose Bay

MIOIRE SIRPACE AND COASTAL SCENERY, WITH DIEFERENT
LEVELS OF PROXIMITY TO CITY CONVENIENCES.

A HENEEEL HOUSING YOU MAY FIND ’,
Lantzville offers a village-style coastal Detached houses, rural properties, | X \r
setting next to Nanaimo; Nanoose Bay acreages, strata communities and -\
stretches across rural and waterfront higher-end waterfront homes, S |
pockets with a distinctly lower- depending on the location. |
density feel.
A\ |
-..\ .
WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT WHAT TO INVESTIGATE *- \
Access to beaches and nature, plus Check well and septic where \

the ability to use Nanaimo or ;1]|:_pllcahlm water Su]l:'il’:}’- %)
Parksville services by road. driveway/access, wildfire exposure, \\
slope, zoning and whether a property A
IS in a strata. '
EXPLORE NEARBY \ V'
North Nanaimo, Parksville and neighbouring rural districts. . A\
Lantzville and Nanoose Bay offer a relaxed coastal lifestyle e

rrm o S
)L )vt [J. Sihibeautifil scenerv: , space and a true ¢ " /
é 1/26 I/Lb y C with beautiful scenery, more space and a true connection

to nature, while keeping city conveniences within reach.
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OLD TOWN “Hh“ﬁ‘
LADYSMITH |t

.'_'h-q.h.f-lﬂ .
/amalll
h. *l"'

A HILLSIDE SEASIDE TOWN WITH A HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
AND A CLOSE-KNIT FEEL.

| . . - - .
] I l ]. [. ]. I. I
L ] ' i

Historic storefronts, marina access and residential , At
areas on slopes give Ladysmith character. Some

neighbourhoods feel walkable; others are more & W
Character homes, family houses, newer developments, 0 W

car-oriented.

w W
townhouses and properties with harbour or mountain MW
outlooks. A 7% J
WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT &ﬂ'

@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

A distinctive downtown, waterfront recreation and
a central position between Nanaimo and the Cowichan
region.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

Be mindful of steep streets, parking, traffic along major
roads, slope/drainage, and how your specific location
affects school or shopping access.

9 LEXPLORE NEARBY

Cassidy, Yellow Point, Cedar and Chemainus.

Anja Rh()mbcrg | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | anjarhomberg.com 7 105
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hemainus <2

SMALL-TOWN STREETS, MURALS AND A QUIETER COASTAL RHYTHM.

I' HE I*‘I: ll: L. ER | wh gj
g Known for its murals and theatre identity, Chemainus My/

1as a compact town centre and nearby residential pockets. &(}rﬁ M

t may appeal to buyers who prefer small-town living
to urban pace.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND &‘7’
Detached homes, retirement-oriented housing, 0
townhouses, strata homes and some rural properties

outside the village core.

O WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER 1T
An identifiable community centre, harbour setting
and access to services in Ladysmith and Duncan.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

Confirm healthcare and transportation needs, strata
restrictions, access to amenities and whether a neighbourhood
depends heavily on a vehicle.

Q LXPLORLE NEARBY

Ladysmith, Saltair, Crofton and Duncan.

j\nja l{h()lnbc]‘g | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | anjarhomberg.com />/ 06
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Cowichan Val]ey

¢

rI.‘II l‘
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The valley contains varied places—
not one uniform market. Duncan
provides a commercial hub while
nearby rural neighbourhoods,
vinevards and communities offer
different lifestyles.

WHY PEOPLE

Regional shopping, cultural
amenities, farming landscapes
and access to the Cowichan
District Hospital.

EXPLORE NEARBY

CONSIDER IT

FARMS, VILLAGES, LAKES, AND A REGIONAL SERVICE CENTRE.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

Urban homes, condos. townhouses,
small acreages, farms, rural homes
and lake-oriented properties.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE
Rural due diligence matters:
Agricultural Land Reserve rules,
waler, septic. floodplain, insurance,
asements and permitted land use.

Cowichan Bay, Maple Bay, Mill Bay, Cobble Hill and Shawnigan Lake.

07
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Cowichan

—_— YANCOUVER

ISLAND -

COMMUNITY COMPARISON GUIDE

—— LAKESIDE RECREATION WITH A SMALLER-TOWN DAILY ROUTINE.

¢

THE FEEL

A lake and river landscape anchors
the town's recreational identity.

It is worth testing day-to-day
convenience outside summer
vacation conditions.

WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT

Lake access, forests, paddling
and outdoor recreation.

EXPLORE NEARBY

Youbou, Honeymoon Bay and Duncan.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

Detached homes. seasonal and
recreation-oriented properties,
townhouses and some rural parcels.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE
Check seasonal traffic, flood and
wildfire mapping, insurance, winter
maintenance. school and work travel,
and the specific property’s water
sewer servicing.

08
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Parksville

BEACH-TOWN LIVING WITH EVERYDAY SERVICES AND RECREATION

xﬁx THE FEEL Q WHAT T0O INVESTIGATE

S re : . . ala -

—_—— Wide tidal beaches, neighbourhood Compare walkability, strata fees,
visitor-season traffic, rental rules,

parks and a service centre attract buyers
accessibility and actual distance

seeking coastal access with a manageable
from the beach.

daily routine.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND s : 1 |

_ EXPLORE NEARBY
Condos, patio homes, manufactured . | .
homes, strata communities, ranchers Qualicum Beach, French Creek
and family homes.

and Nanoose Bay.

wiiY PEOPLE CONSIDER kI Q

O
O
O

AN Walks at the beach. Oceanside amenities
and access to recreation around Y
. - - b ¥
Englishman River and Rathtrevor Beach.

09 | ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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(Qualicum Beach 22

VILLAGE CHARM, GARDENS AND A RELAXED COASTAL FEEL.

LY, THE FEEL Q WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

— A compact village centre, waterfront and Consider proximity to everyday
established residential areas give ()llﬂli{:lll'ﬂ services, home maintenance,
ch:!l a {lu:.unctn't: atmosphere. !,liust}'lc and accessibility, local bylaws, and
housing ;'!u:{ vary between the village and the travel involved for services
:"; N j' L ] .H"‘ - -

SRl L unavailable in town.
HOUSING YOU MAY FIND W Ik s |
_ EXPLORE NEARBY

Detached homes, patio homes, condos,
townhouses and larger lots in outer Yarksville, French Creek,
neighbourhoods. Coombs and rural Qualicum.
WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER II

0)-4°

A pedestrian-friendly village core, arts
and community events, coastal walking #
and parks.

10 | ANJARHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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Comox & C oey A

A VALLEY COMBINING URBAN SERVICES, THE SEA, AND MOUNTAIN ACCESS.

Wi THE FEEL Q WHAT TO INVESTIGATE
— Courtenay has a more commercial Consider floodplain and low-lying

and urban centre; Comox has a smaller areas, ﬂil'p“rt or I'{]“d noise “'hc]'c
seaside-town feel. Cumberland offers
a separate character centred on
recreation and a historic village.

relevant, winter conditions on
mountain routes, and commuting
between valley neighbourhoods.

@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND
" Bkl ."' r } .'- " .'I . a
l'ownhouses, condos, detached homes, @ EXPLORE NEARBY
rural properties and Ill:igl‘ll}l:lll‘l‘lt}{}{]ﬁ | Cumberland. Rovston. Merville
near the water or hills. and Union Bd}
| [
* ‘r."\.‘
0O WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT | o 8 A AN
oo N IN TN
U610 North Island Hospital Comox Valley, N A 7N
[ §_ W . . ) 'w":l ” A N,
outdoor activities, regional airport NN
access and varied amenities. AN~

11 | ANJARHOMBERG REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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An active working waterfront and
access to marine and forest recreation
give Campbell River a different pace
from southern urban areas.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

Detached homes, strata properties,
townhouses, ocean-view homes and
properties outside the city.

WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER I'T
Regional services, Campbell River &
District Hospital, fishing, trails and
gateway access to Quadra Island.

VANCOUVER
COMMUNITY COMPARISON GUIDE

@}

ISLAND

LR LS

Campbell River

OCEAN, FORESTS AND AN OUTDOORS-ORIENTED REGIONAL CENTRE.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE
Test travel to larger centres,
potential road and industrial noise,
slope and drainage, and the cost

of maintaining ocean-exposed
buildings.

EXPLORE NEARBY A

Quadra Island, Oyster River
and northern communities. |/,
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Port Alberni

A VALLEY CITY WITH LAKES, MOUNTAINS AND A WORKING
WATERFRONT.

THE FEEL .

Port Alberni connects mountain and M M
inland-water recreation with commercial

services. It suits some buyers who favour

space or outdoor pursuits over a coastal % :
commuter-city litestyle. L

@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND M{,{/&
Older detached homes, newer neighbourhoods, # / V
AR

condos, rural parcels and properties closer to
waterfront recreation.

16
WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT é'W
Access to Sproat Lake, trail networks and /
the road to the west coast.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

Investigate floodplain and tsunami mapping

where relevant, road accessibility, wildfire risk,

older-home maintenance and journey times

to other regions.

9 EXPLORE NEARBY
Sproat Lake, Beaver Creek, Ucluelet and
Tofino via Highway 4.

ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM //R?f\\ 13
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Greater Vict

THE ISLAND'S LARGEST URBAN AREA AND A WIDER RANGE
OF NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERIENCES.

THE FEEL (;éﬂ” M f
ﬁﬁi From downtown Victoria and Oak Bay to Saanich, A ‘

Sidney, Langford and Sooke, the capital region
includes multiple distinct settings. Avoid treating

it as one neighbourhood. 6, ﬁ/f? M
)
@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND W”ﬁb 6 M

Urban condos, heritage homes, family subdivisions,

townhouses, waterfront properties and rural outskirts. 6 W M’[M M

whnY PEOPLE CONSITDER 17T

(9,9‘9\ Larger-city cultural and employment options, @ f?ﬁ

regional hospitals, universities and transportation

SCIrviCes. /

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

Study traffic patterns and bridges, parking, transit,
strata costs, local property taxes, and specific
municipality bylaws.

Q EXPLORE NEARBY
Victoria, Oak Bay, Saanich, Sidney, View Royal,
Colwood, Langford and Sooke.

ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM //:;_\ 14
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Ucluelet & Tofino

DRAMATIC SCENERY AND AN OUTDOOR-FOCUSED COASTAL LIFESTYLE.

: THE FEEL
) Tl ties |
-( )= I hese }\th'uhlhl (.{H]"Ilﬂlll"llllt:h 1ave
——— exceptional natural surroundings and [,{/f/

visitor economies, alongside the realities ) 5'5

of remote coastal living. MDLI? 4 t

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND W
‘@ Detached homes, strata options, cabins :

and limited housing inventory, depending

on the town. W

2 f

000 WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER 1T Jﬁ
N Beaches, surt, trails and the Pacific W ﬂ/y/

coaslal environment.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE /

' Factor in seasonal activity, limited inventory, ,-
— storm exposure, transport reliability, insurance A4
and short-term rental restrictions before v i N
considering an investment or primary home. 1L L \

\

EXPLORE NEARBY
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve and
the Highway 4 corridor.

15 | ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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.....

FERRY-LINKED ISLAND LIVING CLOSE TO NANAIMO, WITH AN ARTSY AND RURAL FEEL.

& u L] L] W L]
I ¥ F) "] F

N ’ .
-()- Gabriola offers a creative, community- Z M
. oriented atmosphere with beaches, trails 5

and a lower-density pace of life.

M /frf-
E HOUSING YOU MAY FIND L a/ﬁ ﬁM

Detached homes, acreages, rural properties W

and some waterfront opportunities.

000 WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT 6&5&
rrn Island character, easy access to Nanaimo

by ferry, artistic culture and natural beauty.

WHAT TO INVESTIGATE

IFerry schedules, service access, well and septic
systems, internet reliability, emergency services
and day-to-day travel needs.

9 EXPLORE NEARBY
Nanaimo, Silva Bay and local island beaches.

16 | ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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Salt Spring Island 4

A LARGER GULF ISLAND KNOWN FOR VILLAGE LIFE, CREATIVE
CULTURE AND A RURAL-MEETS-COASTAL LIFESTYLE.

\(_1\; e e EL Q WHAT TO INVESTIGATE
—— Salt Spring combines village FFerry dependence, service access,

amenities. rural roads. farms and
shoreline living. Ganges acts as the
main service centre.

HOUSING YOU MAY FIND

Detached homes, acreages, cottages,
rural properties and some waterfront
opportunities.

WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER 11
Strong island identity, arts and farm
culture, markets, and a lifestyle that
feels more self-contained.

well and septic systems, road travel
times and property maintenance
expectations.

EXPLORE NEARBY
Ganges, I'ulford Harbour, Vesuvius

and island beaches.

17
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A FERRY-LINKED ISLAND NEAR CAMPBELL RIVER WITH OCEAN
ACCESS, FORESTS AND A LAID-BACK PACE.

x('_{ THE FELL Q WHAT TO INVESTIGATLE
— Quadra blends natural beauty, small

IFerry schedules, service access,
well and septic, road conditions
and emergency-service
considerations.

@ MOUSING YOU MAY FIND EXPLORE NEARBY
Detached homes, acreages.

o r l | Campbell River, Heriot Bay,
watleriro nroperties and rurs . .~

SSIEROTIC Propetiesaliqirra Quathiaski Cove and local beaches.
parcels.

aler i

000 WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT ¢. W _'_.
Boating, fishing, trails, scenery and W W
a quieter island routine. ‘3-} \

communities and outdoor recreation
with quick access to Campbell River
by ferry.

18 | ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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Denman Island _2

QUIET, RURAL ISLAND LIVING WITH A STRONG COMMUNITY
SPIRIT AND A SLOWER DAILY RHYTHM.

S THE FEEL Q WHAT TO INVESTIGATLE

)

—— Denman feels low-key and Ferry access, service availability,
community-focused, with rural well and septic systems, internet
roads, beaches and a lifestyle reliability and everyday
centred on simplicity and space. convenience.

@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND @ EXPLORE NEARBY
Detached homes, acreages, Buckley Bay, local beaches and
cabins and rural properties. the Comox Valley via ferry.

(QPYQ\ WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER IT | @M&é QM&J
Privacy, natural beauty, a smaller ‘ Wﬁ, M
population and a gentle pace € o W W .

of life.

19 | ANJARHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM
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Hornby Island 2%

A SEASONAL ISLAND FAVOURITE KNOWN FOR BEACHES,
RECREATION AND A RELAXED WEST-COAST SPIRIT.

DAk THE FEEL WHAT TO INVESTIGATLE

— Hornby is known for spectacular Multiple ferry legs, service access,
beaches and a laid-back atmosphere. scasonal demand, road and travel
Daily life can feel seasonal and planning, and infrastructure
more remote. limits.

@ HOUSING YOU MAY FIND @ EXPLORE NEARBY

Cottages, detached homes, seasonal Denman Island, Tribune Bay
properties and rural parcels. and the Comox Valley
connection.

WHY PEOPLE CONSIDER I gm gm%?,&gf.
Tribune Bay, outdoor recreation, O
natural scenery and an unmistakable M &W
island character. [

?O
O
O
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Quick Comparison

A SIMPLE WAY TO COMPARE COMMUNITY STYLES BEFORE YOU NARROW YOUR SEARCH.

BEST FOR URBAN CONVENIENCE  Larger centres with more extensive ) [_|_1
Eﬁﬂ N“nﬂinuh (;ru“[ur \-i{:[ﬂriﬂ. .."ih“'I]ITi"g. I'IL‘;IIEI‘IEIHH, ﬂﬂh(]ﬂlﬂ. m ::E A et ‘
(:{JllI'lﬂllil}'fCill]‘l[)l]ﬂ'“ River restaurants and vear-round services. P it fh] @;
L] Td b ¥ L W g L ] F L W "-_ W s * I ’
JIY; BEST FOR BEACH-TOWN LIVING  Relaxed coastal communities with -O-
= Parksville, Qualicum Beach, Comox beaut ""E' l“"““h"f‘: a mild climate
5 and a laid-back lifestyle.
BEST FOR SMALL-TOWN CHARM  Friendly, close-knit communities
@ Ladysmith, Chemainus, Gabriola with local character, arts, history
and a strong sense of place.
i ‘r-‘""-
BEST FOR ISLAND ESCAPE Quieter island communities with AP
. w M ' % iy w4 e — -t % . -'/‘_,--— T -
‘é_é Salt Spring, Quadra, Denman, Hornby ~ unique character, creative energy -~ " }\%
— and a slower pace of life. —AREA ARATR

BEST FOR OUTDOOR-FOCUSLED BUYERS //.,/\\
s e Ideal for those who love hiking. 2. 7 "

& Ucluelet/ Iu'ﬁnu‘ Lake Cowichan, Boeting. siifing isking and AR AR
Port Alberni outdoor adventure year-round. AR E"JM"J?E‘@?&
Every community has trade-offs. .
66 Visit more than once and test how daily life would actually feel. N
\
\

21 | ANJA RHOMBERG | REAL BROKER | 250-802-0135 | ANJARHOMBERG.COM



VANCOUVER ISLAND
COMMUNITY COMPARISON GUIDE

],

R [ ] -"\l

ext Steps

TURN INSIGHTS INTO YOUR NEXT CHAPTER ON VANCOUVER ISLAND.

You've just explored a selection of Vancouver Island communities, each with its own
lifestyle, character and opportunities. The next step is to take what you've learned
and turn it into a plan that fits your goals.

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSLELF N BEFORLE YOU BUY
@ e What does a tvpical day look like for me ¢ Visit the community at different times

and how important is my commute? of vear and on difterent days of the week.

e Which services, amenities and activities e Review strata documents, local bylaws
are must-haves? and zoning for yvour intended use.

e What tyvpe of home and lifestvle do | see e Check travel routes and times, especially
myself in (condo, single-family, acreage)? if you commute or rely on ferries.

e What is my budget and what are my e Confirm availability of key services
longer-term goals? such as internet, cell service, healthcare

and schools.

OFFICIAL RESOURCLES

09 e BC Ferries - beterries.com e v
Schedules, fares and service updates. N\
e Island Health - islandhealth.ca . A N\
Healthcare services and resources. 48 4 . %R;%a
',-".‘,-f‘::'
* Local Municipalities - village, town or city websites L A SIANT N

Planning, bylaws, services and community information. ‘ 5
e BC Property Transfer Tax - gov.bc.ca
Information on property transfer tax and exemptions.

If you'd like help narrowing down the right Vancouver Island
community for your next move, I'd be happy to help.

Anja Rhomberg | Real Broker | 250-802-0135 | anjarhomberg.com
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