
Below are noteworthy accomplishments by Black people across major fields. Terminology is neutral
and respectful.

Civil Rights & Social Justice

Leadership of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement by Martin Luther King Jr., including the Montgomery Bus
Boycott and March on Washington

Legal dismantling of school segregation through NAACP litigation strategies

Abolitionist leadership and emancipation efforts by Frederick Douglass

Grassroots organizing and community programs developed by the Black Panther Party

Science, Medicine & Technology

First successful open-heart surgery in the U.S. performed by Daniel Hale Williams

Spaceflight engineering breakthroughs by Katherine Johnson at NASA

Agricultural innovations (crop rotation, soil conservation) by George Washington Carver

Laser cataract surgery invention by Patricia Bath

Politics & Governance

Election of Barack Obama, the first Black U.S. president

Ground breaking vice-presidential leadership by Kamala Harris

Global anti-apartheid leadership by Nelson Mandela

Arts, Literature & Culture

Harlem Renaissance literary influence by Langston Hughes

Transformative visual art by Kara Walker

Cinematic achievements by Spike Lee

Foundational contributions to jazz, blues, hip-hop, and R&B shaping global music culture

Sports

Breaking Major League Baseball’s color barrier by Jackie Robinson



Tennis dominance and advocacy by Serena Williams

Olympic excellence and sprinting records by Usain Bolt

Business & Economics

Entrepreneurship and hair-care industry leadership by Madam C.J. Walker, among the first self-made
female millionaires

Media ownership and business expansion by Oprah Winfrey


