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Introduction
Mr. Gregory Anderson, Debutante Chairman

Escort March
Invocation
Rev. Andrew Midgyett

Tribute to 75 Years of Owl Club Debutantes
Penfield W. Tate, 111, Master of Ceremonies

Presentation of the 2026 Debutantes
Mprs. Nina Washington

Waltz of the Bells

Keynote Diamond Jubilee Speaker
Simone D. Ross

Debutante Alumni Tribute

Owl Club of Denver
Scholarship Fund Presentation
Marvin Pierce, Chairman

Benediction
Rev. Andrew Midgyett

Closing Remarks






Mike Coffman

Mayor

15151 E. Alameda Parkway, 5 Floor
Aurora, Colorado 80012

office  303.739.7015

fax 303.739.7594

email  mcoffman@auroragov.org

On behalf of the city of Aurora, it is my great pleasure to congratulate you and your esteemed
organization on a historic milestone, the 75™ annual Debutante Ball.

The Owl Club of Denver has offered community, leadership and support to African American
youth across the metro area for the better part of a century. I hope you take time during this
Diamond Jubilee celebration to acknowledge and praise the community-centric work that goes
into building the leaders of tomorrow.

I would also like to commend your continued dedication to granting scholarships to deserving
young women, as well as providing them with mentorship and investing in their futures.

Building cultural foundations takes time and steadfastness, attributes the Owl Club and its
members possess in abundance.

The 2026 Debutantes should be proud of their achievements and contributions to the community,
as Aurora is proud of them. We wish them continued success in their next chapters.

With warmest regards and best wishes for a delightful presentation,

Michael Coffman, Mayor
Aurora, Colorado




June 6, 2026
Dear Members of the Owl Club of Denver and Debutantes,

On behalf of Denver City Council District 9, it is my distinct pleasure to extend my congratulations to the
Owl Club of Denver as you celebrate your 75th Annual Debutante Ball, your Diamond Jubilee, on
Saturday, June 6, 2026.

For 75 years, the Owl Club of Denver has stood as a beacon of grace, purpose, and enduring legacy
within our community. Since that first elegant evening in 1951 at the Park Hill Country Club and the first
cotillion of its kind in Denver, you have carried forward a tradition that honors not only achievement but
promise. Each debutante presented is more than a moment in time, she is a reflection of heritage,
resilience, and the bright horizon of what is yet to come.

Through your steadfast commitment, more than 1,000 young African American women have stepped into
the world uplifted by mentorship, guided by culture, and strengthened by opportunity. Your work plants
seeds that continue to blossom across generations, shaping leaders, visionaries, and changemakers whose
influence reaches far beyond the ballroom.

Education remains the heartbeat of your mission. From the vision of William Kirk in establishing the Owl
Club Scholarship Fund to the ongoing dedication of the Owl Club of Denver Scholarship Foundation, you
have ensured that ambition is met with opportunity and dreams are given the foundation to rise.

As you mark this Diamond Jubilee, may you take pride in a legacy not only measured in years, but in
lives touched, paths illuminated, and futures transformed. Your story is woven into the fabric of Denver
itself, a testament to what can be achieved when community, purpose, and vision move as one.

May this celebration be as radiant as the legacy you have built and may the years ahead continue to shine

just as brightly.

With great respect and admiration,

A

Darrell B. Watson

Denver City Council District 9




STATE OF COLORADO Jena Griswold

Department of State Secretary of State
1700 Broadway, Suite 550 Andrew J. Kline
Denver, CO 80290 Deputy Secretary of State

May 8, 2026

To The Owl Club of Denver and all the remarkable young women being honored tonight at your Diamond
Jubilee:

Congratulations on 75 years of extraordinary service and impact in Denver.

For three-quarters of a century, The Owl Club of Denver has helped uplift, empower, and celebrate the
next generation of young African American women, creating pathways of opportunity, cultivating
confidence, and strengthening the fabric of our community. This milestone is a testament to the vision of
your founders and the continued dedication of everyone who has carried your mission forward.

As Coloradol@s Secretary of State, lam keenly aware of how meaningful access to resources and a
supportive community can be B whether thats access to the ballot boxto make your voice heard or a
supportive business environment so Colorado’s next generation of leaders can help our state thrive.
Spaces like this @ rooted in legacy, excellence, and cultural pride are equally vital in shaping confident,
capable leaders prepared to make lasting impact.

To tonightBsDebutantes: as you celebrate your achievements and The Owl ClubBsremarkable
anniversary, please know that you are not only inspirational, but are the latest examples of a powerful
legacy in your community, your city, and your state. You stand on the shoulders of generations who have
paved the way, and now you carry that legacy forward in your own unique voice and purpose. | look
forward to seeing where the future takes you, and to many more years of The Owl Club of Denver
empowering the next generation of leaders. IZm proud to honor you.

Sincerely,

Colorado Secretary of State Jena Griswold




June 6, 2026

Dear Members of The Owl Club of Denver, 2026 Debutantes, families, and friends,

I am honored to congratulate The Owl Club of Denver on its 75th Annual Debutante Ball, a remarkable
Diamond Jubilee celebration of scholarship, service, leadership, and Black excellence.

For 75 years, The Owl Club has recognized and uplifted exceptional young African American women
whose academic achievement, character, leadership, and service reflect the very best of Denver. This
tradition has helped build a lasting legacy of representation, civic leadership, and community pride.

The reach of that legacy is perhaps nowhere more visible than in Denver's own government. Three former
Presidents of Denver City Council, Elvin R. Caldwell, Allegra "Happy" Haynes, and Elbra M.
Wedgeworth, were part of the Owl Club community, and each helped shape the office I now hold. That
history is part of what makes this milestone so meaningful to me personally.

Their stories remind us why representation matters. When diverse voices are present in positions of
power, our decisions are better, our institutions are more accountable, and more people can see
themselves reflected in the future of our city. Representation is not symbolic. It shapes policy, opens
doors, challenges inequities, and helps ensure that communities historically left out of decision-making
are not only heard, but are leading.

To the 2026 Debutantes, congratulations on this well-earned honor. You stand in a proud lineage of
women who have led with excellence, dignity, and purpose. May you carry the confidence of knowing
that your voice matters, your leadership is needed, and your future is full of possibility. The work ahead is
not only for yourselves. It is for your families, your neighborhoods, and the next seven generations who
will inherit the communities you help build, the stories you help preserve, and the opportunities you help
create.

Respectfully,

Council President Amanda P. Sandoval
City & County of Denver, District 1




Greetings Debutantes, Parents, Family, and Guests:

the 75th annual

2026 Owl Club

"| pray for God's grace and abundant blessings as our Debutantes strive to build meaningful,
purposeful, and fulfilling lives.”

Sincerely,

Alonzo E. Butler
President
Owl Club of Denver




June 6, 2026

Greetings 2026 Debutantes:

75th

75th
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( Jacquelyn Cllowro

High School: Mullen High School

Parents: Judith Atanga

Honors/Awards: French National Honor Society, Social Studies
National Honor Society, FBLA 1st Place Districts, English Award,
Social Studies Award

Organizations/Activities: Student Ambassador, Future Business
Leaders of America, French Club, Book Club, Pastoral Life,
Garden Club

Miss Janet Alias plans to attend University of Colorado Boulder

Escort: Master Nathan Enyasu

High School: Denver School of the Arts
Parents: Philippe Alvaro & Nichelle Alvaro

Honors /Awards: Academic Award for having a 4.0 GPA, Best basing for
Montbello Varsity Cheer award, Best personality award, Black
excellence award,

Organizations/Activities: Montbello High School Cheerleading Program,
K - pop dance group, Member of Black Student Alliance Club and
Sources of Strength Club, Part Time Member at Michelle Latimer
Dance Company, Emmanuel Christian Center-Youth Group Member,
Cleo Parker Robinson Youth Ensemble Member and Summer Teaching
Assistant

Miss Jacquelyn Alvaro plans to attend Point Park University

Escort: Master Jaceson Alexander



High School: Denver East

Parents: Japera Clark

Honors/Awards:

Denver Public School Seal of Biliteracy, Senator James Coleman
Black Student Excellence Award, Colorado High School Activities
Association Academic All State First Team, Principal Honor Roll (4
years)

Organization/Activities:

East High School Varsity Cheer Captain, East High School Track,
Ladies First Club President, Park Hill Falcons Youth Organization
Volunteer

Miss Jaliyah Clark plans to attend Louisiana State University

Escort: Master Kaleb Clark

High School: Legacy High School

Parents: Henry Frazier and Summer Frazier

Honors/Awards:

National Thespian Honor Society, Award in the Performing Arts
Organizations/Activities:

Thespian Club, Northglenn Youth Technical Theater, Black Issues
Forum, Volleyball, Rise 5280

Miss Frazier plans to attend Hampton University

Escort: Master Mekhi Frazier



ONViss , Jabigah Faper

High School: East High School

Parents: Ms. Angel D. Holt and Mr. Joshua Green

Honors/Awards:

Honored as a “Minted Fellow” for the 1st Cohort of the Hancock
Foundation 2025 Scholars, Selected as one of 330 Teen Students
Nationwide to lead a team of 12 to fundraise for the American
Heart Association - raising over $8500, Recipient of the Alpha
Kappa Sorority “Senior Girls” Award 2026, Recognized as Key
leader as “Head of Props” department for the East Theatre
Company

Organization/Activities: Lead teen dancer for Emmanuel Christian
Center Worship Group, Teen speaker for Porter Billups Leadership
Academy Gala 2025, Founder for all-girls Bible study group called
“Bloom”, Founder of club for rights of people of color (POC for
Advocacy)

Miss Amari Renee Green plans to attend Clark Atlanta University

Escort: Master Jacob Fennell

High School: Gateway

Parents: JacQuette Harper and Freddie Harper

Honors/Awards:
Principal’s Honor Roll, Academic Honor Roll, Academic Letter 1st
Year, Varsity Girls Swim and Tennis, Tuskegee Airman Inc.

Certificate of Achievmenent.

Organization/Activities: JROTC, Tennis, Girls Swim Team,

National Art Honor Society, Cross Fire Youth Ministry

Miss Jakiyah Harper plans to attend The University of Northern

Colorado

Escort: Master Gavin Ross
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High School: Vista Peak Preperatory

Parents: Dallas and LaNette Jackson

Honors/Awards:
Honor Roll and High Honor Roll all four years. Selected to be a
member of the National Society of High School Scholars

Organization/Activities:
Member of Student Council, Black Student Alliance (BSA), Health
Occupations Students of America (HOS), Concert Choir and Step

Team

Miss Deonna Jackson plans to attend Metro State University of

Denver

Escort: Master Giancarlo Rivera

High School: Mullen High School
Parents: Ms. Angatu Jateny

Honors/Awards: Music Honor Society,
Math Honor Society, Social Studies National Honor Society, and
awards in math, social studies, and physical science.

Organizations/Activities: Student ambassadors, Core, culture club,
theater, sacred sounds, yearbook editor in chief, volunteering with
Habitat for Humanity and the Food Bank of the Rockies, and a
service trip to New York.

Plans to attend: University of Colorado Boulder (to study biology
and health sciences on the pre-med track)

Escort: Mister Michael Sykes
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High School: Denver East

Parents: Mrs. Chelsea Aghaji and Mr. Cameron Jones
Honors/ Awards:

CHSAA Athletic Letter Girls Wrestling (2), Cheerleading (2),
CPR Certification, EMT Certification, National Honor Society

Organizations/Activities:

Determined Ambitious Women Networking D.A.W.N., People of
Color for Advocacy, Bloom-Women in Christ, East High School
Student Council, East High School Choir and Theatre

Miss Camiyah Jones plans to attend Xavier University - New
Orleans

Escort: Master Camari Taariq Jones

High School: Smoky Hill High School

Parents: Mr. Gregory Tyrone Pollard and Ms. Maisha Fields
Honors/Awards: National Honor

SocietyOrganizations/Activities: Key Club, AVID, Student
Government, President of Fashion Club, fashion shows and design
opportunities (including an upcoming summer show), and
community service through the Dayton Street Opportunity Center
and Make-A-Wish Foundation fundraising events.

Plans to attend: The New School (to study Fashion Design)

Escort: Master Maliki Gogo



High School: Prairie View High School
Parents: Jemmis Buabeng and Maruf Raji

Honors and Awards:

4 x Principal Honor Roll, 2 x Honor Roll, National Society of High
School Honors, Accountability Award

Organizations/Activities:

President of the African and Black Student Union, Dual enrollment
student at Front Range Community College, Phlebotomy
Technician, UC Health Volunteer, St. Augustine Food Drive

Miss Sikira Raji plans to attend University of Colorado at Denver

Escort: Master Ondray Reed

High School: Prairie View High School
Parents: Nikki Jenkins and Christopher (Chris) Green
Honors/Awards:

First Year Academic Letter, Second Year Academic Letter, Principle's
Honor Roll 2025/2026, Principle's Honor Roll 2024/2025, Principle's
Honor Roll 2022/2023, Top 10% National Exam Score For The Flagship
High School of Business Program in 2024

Organizations/Activities:

Member of African Black Student Union at High School, Former
Member of the Brighton Youth Committee, Member of National Honor
Society at High School

Miss Niyah Williams plans to attend the University of San Francisco

Escort: Master Xavier Jenkins
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High School: Prairie View High School

Parents: Mrs. Mimi Kuac and Dr. Chris V Yol

Honor/Awards:

8x Principal Honor Role Recipient, Student Advisory Council Honor,
Cord, Black Student Union Honor Cord, Prostart Certification
Program, Top 15 Student Award, Academic Excellence Honor Award
Organizations/Activities:

Student Council, 27J Student Advisory Council Co-President,
National Honors Society President, Debate Club

Miss Jasmine Yol plans to attend University of California San Diego

Escort: Master Makhi Juniel
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Honoring

ia Ameree Pollard

Congratulations Nia, on your prestigious recognition as a
Debutante in the Owl Club of Denver’s 75th Diamond
Jubilee Celebration. Your kind heart, intelligence,
creativity, and beauty continues to inspire everyone who is
blessed to know you.

As you begin this exciting new chapter, never lose faith in
God and always believe in your talents and the unique gifts
you bring to the world. Your future is filled with endless
possibilities, and your college journey will continue to
sharpen your vision and passion for fashion design as well
as your desire to succeed.

Keep dreaming boldly, walking confidently, and shining
brightly. We are proud of all you have accomplished and
excited for the extraordinary future ahead of you.

So proud of you!

Love and prayers,
Liesa Hackett, DeKeenan and Therese Bell




Congratulations to the 2026 Debutants and
welcome to our Debutant Alumni celebrating
this historic 75th Diamond Celebration.
President Alonzo & Barbara Butler

Jakiyah, You and MaMarie had such an
amazing, beautiful bond. She would light up
with Joy no matter how she was feeling that
day and said the famous “Yon’Come Boo”
and sung the family classic which was sung
for generations to all the babies/Kids in the
family “oosey Gaw”and made sure there
was Pot Liquor and cornbread ready so she
could feed you and watch your feet twirl
with excitement, ( she had this bond with all
of the babies) but she said from the 1" time
she held you.”This baby is going to do Great
things in Life”. And Honey you did not
disappoint. 1

know she is

smiling down on

you and all the

Great things you

have, are and will

be doing.

Congratulations

dear heart. We are

all so Proud of you.




Fulfilling your dreams is one of the most
satisfying experiences in life.
Congratulations! | cannot wait to see what
life has in store for you!

-Love Auntie, Grandma, and Papa

Jakiyah,

You are Truly a Go Getter, Luminary,
Amicable, Tenacious,
POWERHOUSE PRODIGY that we
are so proud of. Your impeccable
achievements, unforced geniality,
acquiescence, and exuding confidence
radiates from you, 1° Timothy 4:12
States : Don’ let anyone look down on
you because you are

younger, but set an

example for the

believers in Speech,

In Conduct, In Love,

in Faith and in

Purity. Continue to

be Everything

wonderful you are.

Lowve,

Aunt Tesha.




Jaliyah, you have been such a blessing in
our lives. You have encouraged us not to
settle for mediocrity, but to always strive
for greatness. We are so proud of all that
you have accomplished in your short
time on this earth, and we know your
future will be filled with endless
possibilities.

75th Owl Club of Denver Debutante Class We love you so much- Mom and Janiyah

Today marks the beginning of a
beautiful journey. Trust in yourself and
never stop reaching for the stars.
You’re stepping into a world full of
possibilities. Let your courage and
kindness guide you.

Celebrate YOU!
Live Love Laugh PRAY

The Pierce’s

Degnna, 9 am proud of all you have done and what is
it 1o cone. ot ego

Congratulations Jakiyah!
From Your Louisiana Family

| am so proud of you Jakiyah!
Love Cousin Wilma

Deonna, | am prond of You and your accomplisiments,
Love, Granmy




CONGRATULATIONS
to the 75th Class,
the 2026 Diamond Jubilee
Owl Club Debutantes!
Penfield and Paulette Tate
salute you.
Tate Law, P.C.
honors and supports you.
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Tate Law, P.C.
4155 East Jewell Avenue, Suite 1008
Denver, CO 80222

720-419.6148
PenfieldTateLaw.com
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We are so proud of the kind of
caring young lady you have become.

You are a true blessing to us and we want
to congratulate you on your hard work
and dedication.

Keep reaching for the stars and
follow your dreams.

May God always bless you ...
Love, Mommy and Daddy

2026 OWL CLUB DEBUTANTES




CONGRATULATIONS
DEBUTANTES!

GRANDERSON WEALTH
MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC.

A Registered Investment Advisor

CALL US NOW!
For your complimentary
planning evaluation.

Gregory Robert Anderson, CFP®

N info@GRAndersonWealth.com

W 303.228.3160

E@ 501 South Cherry St.
Eleventh Floor

Denver, CO 80246

Specializing in alternative investment planning
solutions with over three decades of experience.

“Our Most Important Tools:
Pencils, Calculators & Ears!”

GRAndersonWealth.com
















Congratulations Jakiyah!
So Proud of You!
Love you, Nanny

Littlte Sister ...
Uou are AMAZING!
Congratulations Boo.

Love you, Tacia

Congrats LiL Sisl
I'm so Proud & Uappy For You
|_ove you, Jaya

Proud of the things you'll do
and who you will continue
to become!! The Esmeralda’s







Today marks the beginning of a beautiful journey. Trust in
yourself and never stop

reaching for the stars.

You’re stepping into a world full of possibilities. Let your
courage and kindness

guide you.

to alll of the 2026
Ol Cluts EDebutards



Thank You
@0&/ d}oowao@

Dr. Renee Cousins-King
The Thomas W. Bean Foundation

Sitver (S/na/wma/
Marva Shoates Trust
Denver International Airport

EBrange Spansars
Accord Mediation Services - Charles and Janice Woodward
Mr. Nicholas & Mrs. Lanique Hinch
Owl Club Scholarship Fund, Inc.

Mrs. Jean Shelton

Mrs. Ruby Anderson

Rev. Andrew Midgyett
Ms. Rose Andom

Lincoln Hills
Tim Dowdeswell
Dr. Marcus Johnson-City Endodontics of New York

@awmwuy (S/na/m)/w
Scudder Press - Amy Smith
Ms. Sondra Scott
Mr. Rick Bender
Roy Willis Gentry P.C., CPA
Blue Moon Florist
Vicki Sharp / Alpine Trophy
Artistic AGS
The Personal Touch-Mary Feltes

I~ K (S,w/m/w

Mr. Derris & Mrs. Marla Newman
Mr. Marvin Pierce and Mrs. Linda Pierce
Mr. Skip Riley
Mr. Penfield and Mrs. Paulette Tate
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Nina Washington
Mr. Gregory and Mrs. Robin Anderson
Mr. Maurice and Mrs. Pattie Goodgaine
Mr. Alonzo and Mrs. Barbara Butler
Mr. James and Mrs. Deidra Walker
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Rosalyn Smith
Ms. Mikhail Vafeades
Mr. Londell Jackson and Mr. John Schmahl
Mr. Zachary McNeal and Mrs. Ramona Rodriguez

ﬁ@fly (S,neciaf S @,m e

Renaissance Denver - Ahmed Benchouaf & Nikkie Ward Inspire Solutions - Don Black
D.J. Michelle - MnM Daryl J. Walker
All Participating High Schools & Counselors Rocky Mountain PBS
Owl Club Members and Owlettes Cleo Parker Robinson Dance
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D ebutante Committee

Gregory Anderson, Chairman

Alonzo E. Butler Marvin Pierce
Maurice Goodgaine, Jr. Skip Riley
Londell Jackson Charles T. Smith
Derris Newman Ronald Washington
O) fuwaton

Mrs. Nina Washington

Mrs. Patty Goodgaine
Mrs. LaQuisha Shaw

Mrs. Rosalyn Smith
Mrs. Nina Washington

Phofessianal Sewices

Byronkent Photography
Elise Goodgaine - Social Media
Rocky Mountain PBS

st s of Deweer Schalustip Find, he.

Marvin Pierce, Chairman
Skip Riley, Secretary
Penfield W. Tate, III - Treasurer
Gregory Anderson
Maurice Goodgaine
Charles T. Smith
Ronald Washington
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Warren D. Alexander
Vernon C. Armstrong
Raymond Bailey
Frank Barbee

Omar D. Blair
William Blanchard
Ferris Cassius

Dillard Collins
Charles R. Cousins
WileyY. Daniel
Walter C. Daniels
Ben Davis

Elvin Donald

L.C. Davis Finley
Bernard F. Gipson, Sr.
Elliott H. Gray
Raymond R. Grizzard
James Gross

Wilber Hardy
Raymond B. Holman
Larry K. Hurst Sr.

C. Columbus Johnson
Michael B. Johnson
Hubert L. Jones
Isaiah Kelley, ]r.
William H. Kirk
Clyde Lange

Ralph D. Mason
Burnis McCloud
Lloyd McHenry
Arthur B. McQueary
William E. Miller
C. Lester Nelson
Andrew J. Noel, Jr.
Edmond Noel
Robert I. Patton
Carl Pigford
Marion H. Qualls
Winfred W. Seymour, Sr.
Lloyd C. Shelton
Robert J. Shoates
Dave Smith

Dee Smith
George W. Smith
Jesse W. Smith
Lloyd T. Smith
Mahlon M. Smith
Noel Waller

John J. Whitney, Jr.
Robert R. Williams
Alfred Wood

Fred Young




In the past few years the fund has proudly supported graduating seniors entering their
1st year of enrollment in institutes of higher education, with over $120,000 in support.
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