MOSES RECEIVED THE TORAH AT SINAI

Why is it so important to specify the location of the
giving of the Torah? And what kind of flawed education
caused someone to go off the path of Judaism and found
Christianity?
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A. Jewish Pride

Mishnah 1

Moses received the Torah at Sinai
and passed it on to Joshua, who
further passed it on to the Elders,
and the Elders to the Prophets, and
the Prophets passed it to the Men of
the Great Assembly. They said three
things: Be cautious in judgment;
raise many students; and make a
safety fence around the Torah.

Bartenura

Moses received the Torah at Sinai:
I say, since this tractate is not
based on understanding the Torah’s
mitzvot and legal precepts - like
all other Talmudic tractates - but
it is entirely ethics and morals,
and similar secular works are
also common, therefore the Tanna
began this Mishnah stating that
Moses received the Torah at Sinai;
the ethical and moral teachings it
contains are not man-made, but
were given by G-d at Sinai.

Sinai: From He who was revealed at
Sinai.

To the Elders: They lived for a
long time after Joshua, and they
transmitted the Torah to other
Elders, under the beginning of the
Prophetic period, led by Eli the
Kohen and Samuel.
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Men of the Great Assembly: 120 elders.
Zerubabel, Sraya, Relayah, Mordechai
Bilshan - they returned from exile
with Ezra. This body included Chagai,
Zechariah, Malachi, Nechemya ben
Chachalya and their peers.

They said three things: They said many
things, but these three teachings are
regarding the continuation of the
Torah.

Be cautious in judgment: If a judgment
comes before you once, twice and
a third time, don’t assume that the
verdict is the same as the previous
cases, but be cautious, meaning,
deliberate before passing judgment.

Establish many students: As opposed
to Rabbi Gamliel, who said that any
student whose inside and outside aren’t
equal should not enter the study hall.
One should teach Torah to everyone
without investigation, as long as they
do not have a bad reputation.

Make a safety fence around the Torah:
A perimeter to ensure one does not
violate a biblical prohibition, for
example, rabbinic prohibitions against
certain illicit relationships and against
certain actions on Shabbat, as the verse
says: “Guard my commandments [lit.
my watch|" meaning, enact [additional]
guards for my commandments.
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We find the term Sinai used often. For
example, “Moses received the Torah at Sinai,’
“a law given to Moses at Sinai,” “everything a
seasoned student will originate was already
said to Moses at Sinai,” and more. What is the
significance of the term “Sinai”? The point
that these statements are conveying is that
G-d is the source. G-d is everywhere, so why

is the term Sinai used?

The Sages relate that when the time for the
giving of the Torah arrived, each mountain
made an argument for why it should be the
site for the giving of the Torah. Mt. Tabor
argued that it is the highest, Mt. Carmel
argued that it assisted the splitting of the
sea, etc. G-d responded, “Why do you all
desire the Torah? You are haughty, and this
is a blemish. The mountain G-d desires to
rest His presence on is Mt. Sinai, the most
humble of all mountains”

Adapted from Midrash Tehillim 65
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When G-d wanted to give the Torah to the Jewish people, Mount Carmel and

Mount Tabor came before G-d.

Mount Tabor said: I am fitting for G-d’s presence, for I am higher than all the
mountains - even the waters of the Great Flood did not reach me!

Mount Carmel said: I am worthy of the Torah to be given on me, for when
the sea split I went into the water and the Jews crossed the sea on me!

G-d responded: You have disqualified yourselves, for you are haughty.

The mountains retorted: Will you not reward us?

WR,0 717730 19 D3 IR .(7272 IRXT) 17,10 ,0°2nn W 3



G-d answered them: You will receive your reward. During the time of Deborah
the Prophetess, the Jews will be victorious over Sisra’s army on Mount Tabor.
During the time of Elijah the Prophet, a miracle will take place on Mount
Carmel; however, I will choose another mountain for the giving of the Torah.

I will choose Mount Sinai, the smallest of you. As the verse says: “With the lofty
and the holy ones I dwell, and with the crushed and humble in spirit.”

The question can be asked: If humility is so
important, the Torah should not have been
given onamountain atall, butin avalley, or on
flat terrain. And if there is some importance
to height, then the Torah should have been
given on the mountains taller than Mt. Sinai.

The answer is that the goal of the giving of the
Torah was to combine these two opposing
traits, humility and pride.

Acceptance of the Torah requires both
characteristics. We must be firm and proud
and not be ashamed of those who mock our
observance. The Code of Jewish Law opens
with this, teaching us that we shouldn’t bow
to any foreign influences, rather we should
study Torah and observe mitzvot with pride
and strength. At the same time, we also
need humility. The Sages teach that G-d
can't stand haughty people, and Torah and
mitzvot require humility. When “my soul is
like dust to all,;” then we can have an “open
heart to Torah”
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Shulchan Aruch Harav, 1:1

Yehudah ben Teima says: Be bold as a
leopard, light as an eagle, swift as a deer,
and strong as a lion to fulfill the will of
your Father in Heaven. “Bold as a leopard”
means not to be ashamed before scoffers.

Pride and humility aren’t contradictory. The pride
and strength we are supposed to have doesn’t
derive from our own sense of self-importance.
We are supposed to know full well our true state,
that everyone else is better than us, and we are
the lowest of the mountains. Nevertheless we
act with pride and confidence in our Torah and
mitzvot because we know that we are fulfilling
G-d’s will. We are fully invested in fulfilling G-d’s
will, and this gives us the greatest strength and
confidence, dismissing all obstacles from our
path.

We can be absolutely humble and at the same
time be confident and strong in our acceptance
and observance of the Torah with complete
devotion.
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B. Desirable Traits

The Mishnah’s intention is not to list the
chain of Torah tradition. This is evident
from the fact that there were many more
generations between Moses and the Men of
the Great Assembly than what the Mishnah
includes. Maimonides provides a full list in
his introductions to his commentary on
the Mishnah and Mishneh Torah.

The Mishnah’s goal is to teach us about
the character traits that are necessary in
order to study Torah. The necessary traits
are those of Moses, Joshua, the elders,
the prophets, and the Men of the Great
Assembly. The subject isn’t actions that
need to be done as a preparation for Torah
study, but the character traits a person
needs to possess.

Humility is a necessary character trait
in order to study Torah. This idea
was exemplified by Moses, the most
humble person, and also expressed by
the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai.
We are instructed to learn from G-d’s
conduct, and G-d chose to give the Torah
specifically on the small Mt. Sinai, because
humility is a required quality for Torah.
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The importance of humility is emphasized
in the episode when Moses said “the
case that is too difficult for you, bring
to me,” a statement that didn’t reflect
humility. Moses was punished for
this and he forgot a few Torah laws.

It should be noted that there is a difference
between humility and lowliness. Lowliness
denotes the lack of positive qualities.
By contrast, a humble person possesses
many qualities, but does not ascribe any
greatness to himself. Moses was aware
of his positive qualities as the recipient
of the Torah, and yet he was still humble.

Similarly every Jew needs to be humble
as a prerequisite for Torah study. This is
reflected in our prayers, when we first say
“let my soul be as dust to all,” and then
continue, “open my heart to Your Torah”

Regarding Joshua the verse states, “he
would not depart from the tent.” Joshua had
many qualities, but now we are discussing
his Torah-related qualities, and his absolute
devotion was his greatest. Joshua studied
Torah diligently, with complete devotion.

After we have the quality of humility we
are told that our studies should be with
complete devotion, “never leaving the tent.”
We should have no other pursuits, our sole
concern should be the tent of Torah study.

7N TSR MY Iy Matwn DX
N D3 DT WX AN wn Sw
AwRY WX QTN MR AWR IWROW
MW 99 5y wIy1 RI7,77OK 112790 0on

Snrwin and

Poww ,MBOWS TNy 1PA P12NR 1T
PR 12,1001 0 R R IO
R NRT 5927,0127 MSYNn 1° v,y 10
YT WN 10 TN MBYN pnn RS
,1IN0 5 Dapni 7w Ry MPYN DX

{173V 77977 RI9 DNT 9o

TV T 92 DR NPAR TR AT 7T ON
"D31,77IN7 T12°%% AP N3 D)
,71°0 99% 99Y5 won” :D7IMIR NRY

JIN7I03 °2°5 AND”% AnTRn M

TN W RYY MR YN DY
IX L7127 NPy 1 YeNTR LOmIND
,717IN% YA13 1B Py DY 72177 IR
TN W XYW ANONT InTh M
591,777IN7 TIN°D2 TN R L7PMING

ST PIYN

5w 73990 w0 0IRPY MRD (NN NNT
TR HY TIRRY 1D MR D00
JOTING TINN W R W 1DIR2 DA
TP 9277 .0°I0R D100V 10 1010 ROY
MT,717IN DYTA5H 1AW DMIRG R 103

RIhi i)

X239 XWN .9

J,N 0277
D"y 190 .8



On this note the Midrash states “the Torah
was given specifically to the generation
that received the manna” Of course, the
Torah was given to the Jewish people of all
generations. What the Midrash is teaching
us is that when we study Torah we need
to do so with the same mindset as the
generation that received the manna. That
generation had no concerns, they received
all of their needs from Heaven. They had no
other occupation aside from Torah study.

We are instructed that when we study
Torah we should detach ourselves from
all of our mundane concerns. Our Torah
studies should be our entire being, as
it was for the generation of the manna.
This was the quality exemplified by
Joshua, who never left Moses’s tent.

The abovementioned qualities of humility
and complete focus are prerequisites for
Torah study, but they aren't sufficient.
The study itself must be done with
toil and exertion. This was exemplified
by the =zekenim, the elders. The
Hebrew word zaken is an abbreviation
of “one who has acquired wisdom.”

The only way to “acquire” Torah
so that it becomes like our
possession, is  through  exertion.
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When we exert ourselves over Torah it
is not like a gift or an inheritance which
comes automatically, it is a possession
that we have acquired through our effort.

In order to understand Torah properly
we need special Divine assistance. As the
Talmud says, in order for a person to merit
that their Torah rulings be accepted they
needDivineassistance. Thisistheunderlying
concept of prophecy, Divine assistance.

The Talmud says that one can
only rule by actual precedent, not
by intellectual understanding.

Talmud, Bava Batra 130b

The sages taught: One cannot derive a
practical ruling from theoretical study,
nor from witnessing someone’s practical
example, but only after inquiring as to the
correct ruling and being explicitly told
what to do.

Yoan® 9197 ,°a09n 19182 700 TR
LM NS 913 DIR LAY T DY P
DA 1237 AnDwNS T9hR 9190 R
0TV IR AW 99130 70D Dapnid
AWM 7NN ,AINA AP T By P
TIN50 IR AR PR ORI TR

Jravnm

Mo 1037 TR0 DR Pand U702
NInen Y 778,070 5w annonRd
%Y R DwNT T Py .oonwn n
TR 2010 7990w - "My 'mM” p1oon
%Y 21015 7°70 799AW 7197 DIND
JI0n RONWT RNY0 - my w0
NPT RNY°0 © IR12I7 O 73701V 0N

RDR 119577 1PPDID PRY NINIR RINIT
Lwyn Tinn

N? mo70 PTRY PR onan uY
T, ﬂip;??; B8R N"?} , 1173'?13 81
122 apge? nogn 2 oamney

tpyn npyn

22,3 PITI0 12
2523



Shitah Mekubetzet

When a student sits before
his teacher and they learn the
law together and according to
their understanding, the ruling
should follow so-and-so, the
student may not rely on that,
because they may have been
mistaken in their understanding
and not properly examined all
the sources. If, however, the
teacher informed him that this
is the practical ruling, he may
follow it.
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>> The Rebbe

When the study is relevant to actual practice
it is of a completely different quality.
Chassidut explains that when a person
is studying in order to reach a practical
halachic conclusion the effort they exert
is much greater, and this helps them reach
the correct conclusion. This was the role
of the Men of the Great Assembly, to issue
practical halachic rulings and enactments.
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C. The Alienation of Jesus

Mishnah 6

Yehoshua ben Perachya and
Nitai Ha’arbeli received from
them. Yehoshua ben Perachya
said: “Appoint for yourself a
teacher, acquire for yourself
a friend and judge everyone
favorably.”

Bartenura

Appoint for yourself a
teacher: One teacher who
will constantly guide you;
not one teacher one day and
another the next day.

Acquire ... a friend: Even if
you need to pay him a lot
of money to acquire his
friendship.

Judge everyone favorably:
When a matter could
go either way and isn’t
immediately obvious, for
example a person who we
do not know his reputation
did an action that could
be viewed positively or
negatively, we ought
to judge him favorably.
However, one who is known
as a sinner may be judged
negatively.
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What Caused A Learned Student Leave Judaism?

Source 4 tamud, Sanhedrin 107b

When King Yannai decreed to kill all the
sages, Shimon ben Shatach was hidden
by his sister and Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Perachya fled to Alexandria.

When the king made peace with the
sages, Shimon ben Shatach sent a
message to Rabbi Yehoshua saying, "from
the holy city of Jerusalem to Alexandria,
[my master| resides in you while I am
bereft" [indicating it was safe for the sage
to return].

He went, and on his way stayed at an inn,
where he was treated with great respect.

“What a nice hostess!” he exclaimed.
“But her eyes are ugly,” said Yeshu.

“Wicked one, is that what you're occupied
with?!” said Rabbi Yehoshua. He took out
400 shofars and excommunicated him.

Every day he returned and asked to be
reaccepted, but [Rabbi Yehoshua] ignored
him.

One day, while the rabbi was reciting the
Shema, the student came and asked to be
accepted back. Rabbi Yehoshua intended
to accept him and gestured with his hand
[that he should stay]. He thought he was
rejecting him. He went, set up a brick, and
worshiped it.

“Repent!” the rabbi said.

“You have taught me that one who sins
and leads others astray can never repent,”
he responded.

One sage said: Yeshu performed sorcery,
and led others astray.
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Yehoshua ben Perachya certainly knew
what he himself had said about “one
who sins and leads others astray” Why
then did he say to his student, “repent!?”

The answer lies in another teaching
that Yehoshua ben Perachya constantly
repeated, “judge every person favorably’
Yehoshua himself acted accordingly, and
always looked for the positive in others. He
must therefore have found some merit in
that one as well, even after he sinned and led
others astray, and he tried to draw him back.

In this case it was indeed too late, and his
student did not come back. But we need
to learn from this story the lesson that we
can never reject another Jew, regardless
of their state. We must care even for a lost
sheep, and “judge every person favorably”

As the Talmud itself clarifies, we
should not push away people with both
hands like Yehoshua ben Perachya did.

Talmud, Sotah 47a

The Sages taught, one should always use
the left hand to push away, and the right
hand to draw close. This is not like Elisha,
who pushed away Gechazi with both hands,
and not like Yehoshua ben Perachya, who
pushed away Yeshu with both hands.
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Had Yehoshua ben Perachya not rejected
his student when he came and wished
to return, all of that one's later actions
wouldn’t have happened. All of the terrible
troubles and suffering that the Jewish
people suffered throughout the generations
as a result of him would have been spared!

Yehoshua ben Perachya emphasized the
importance of  judging every person
favorably because he saw the result of
rejecting someone.

We must learn from this episode not to reject
anyone, and to always search for the positive
in others, even if they are in a lowly state.

When a person is in the middle of reciting
the Shema—as Yehoshua ben Perachya was—
meditating on the most profound levels of
Divine unity, and someone comes and asks
themforhelp, they may think thatthey cannot
interrupt in order to help the other person.

The story of Yehoshua ben Perachya teaches
us that this is incorrect. We should not act
like Yehoshua ben Perachya who rejected
with both hands, and must immediately
concern ourselves with helping them.
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Key Points:

* Be like Mt. Sinai: A Jew must be humble before G-d, but recognize the value of Judaism and walk
proudly with their head held high.

* There are five qualities essential for Torah study. We must learn humility from Moses, dedication
from Joshua, effort from the Elders, that we need divine assistance from the Prophets, and from the
Men of the Great Assembly we learn to make the Torah relevant to our lives.

* Judging favorably: Rabbi Yehoshua reached this insight after a difficult experience, which begs the
eternal question of “What if ...?” How much tragedy and bloodshed could be averted if we judge others
favorably ...



