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apovE: View looking into Shades Valley along Mountain Brook Parkway. Shades Mountain rises, to the right, with residences
at mid-slope below Cherokee Road and atop the crest. On the feft, Guilford Road leads from Mountain Brook Parkway to the
Southwood Road residences, scalphoograps by lohn Washan, 2003 8RS,

CoOVER: Mountain Brook Parkway as it extends along Shades Creelt into the dense wilderness that is the residential community
of Mountain Brook, Alabama. serial phategraat by foln Wathen, 2013, BHS,
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FOREWORD

Itis my pleasure to share with you a little information ahout the Historic American
Landscapes Survey {HALS), historical landscape documentation in general, and the
Mountain Brook HALS Project in particular, HALS, a program of the National Park
Service, is a sister program to the Historic American Puildings Survey (HABS} and
the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), all three forming our national
archive of the built environment.

The onset of the Great Depression in 1932 necessitated relief for the struggling
architectural profession and resulted in the establishment of HABS. It was

a Roosevell Administration New Deal program to temporarily employ
architects to produce drawings, written history, and photographs of significant
historic structures across the nation. The necessity of such documentation in
the burgecning historic preservation movement resulted in the permanent
establishment of the program, still thriving after 80 years. The unigue nature of
industrial and enginecring structures and sites; as well as landscapes, across the
American continent supported the subsequent creation of HAER in 1969 and
HALS in 2004},

Landscape documentation, though, had routinely been included in HABS and
HAER wark prior o the creation of HALS. 1t mosty took the form of simple site
plans upon which great historic houses were bulli. somefimes, industrial processes
were heavily integrated into the landscape, such as at a mine or mill complex,

und the documentation would indude Mustrations of the engineering of the

land, Birmingham Historical Society oversaw such documentation [or the Sloss
Furnaces, Red Mountain ore mines, Valcan and his park, and many other indusirial
sites across the Birmingham region during the 1990s,

Growing awareness of the significance of historic landscape architecture-and the
cultural landscape movement of the 19805 served as the impetus 1o pursue the
creation of HALS as 4 unique program. The National Park Service was defining

its role-in the movement, and HARS in particalar was tasked with defining new
puidelines for producing measured drawings, written history, and photography for
landscape architectural decumentation. Ultimatelw, it took almost a generation for
docamentation of landscape architecture to stand by itsell before the establishment
of HALS.

Historic landscapes range from several-thousand-acre rural farms and ranch
complexes, to multi-acre urban plazas and parks, to residences with yards less than
an acre, In fact, almest every historde property has a landscape component, Imagine
# historic residential district without lawns and trees; an-agriculiural complex

with buildings but ne fields, garden plots, or hedgerows; a densdy populated aty
with no park system or plazas; or a Native American settlement with no gathering
place, irrigation systems, or animal corrals, Sometimes such resources may pass
unnoticed. [dentification of them through the documentation process increases
awareness and respect for their significance and makes the important landscapes
visible for planning and preservation purposes,

Diriving on Mountain Brook Parkway or Chicrokee Road, enjoving the view across
shades Valley to Shades Mountain, and passing through the Canterbury Road
entrance are but a few of the subtle experiences that characterize the cultural
landscape that is Mountain Brook. The deft hand of a landscape architect and
Planner guides you masterly throngh the challenging topography, revealing and
sculpling views und experiences, as well as concealing and masking considerable
engineering and lechnical feats, Bridle paths are cdeverdy woven through forests,
and necessary intrasions such as access roads are submerzed within the lindscape
Lo heighten the natural experience,

The HALS documentation of Mountain Brook is precedent-setting and will
establish a high standard for documenting similar suburbs in the United States. The
detailed measured drawings are not simply a set of plans; the beautiful photographs
are not random; and the well-crafted written history is not just a chronology

of Mountain Brook's creation and existing conditions. Capturing the unique

and extraordinary nature of the landscape and engineering design of Moantain
Brook required countless hours of research into archives as well as personal and
professional experience of historical landscape architects, architects; photographers,
and historians applied to the study of the archival documentation und the
landscape itself. The resulls are an excellent record that thoroughly integrates all
three forms of decumentation— drawings, photographs, and history—to beautifully
communicale in wo-dimensional form the vibrancy and the artistic and scientific
accomplishment that is Mountain Brook.

Page through this publication with preal pride as vou view Mountain Brook
through a new filter, one of a fine cultural landseape accomplishment with high
integrity Lo its ariginal design, worthy of being included in the Historic American
Landscapes Survey, our national archive of significant landscape architectural
accomplishments,

Paul D, Dolinsky
Chief, Historic American Landscapes Survey



FREFACE

Those whio know of Mountain Brook, Alabama, kaow it s a special place, To drive
its winding, forested roads is 1o experience great beauly and surprise: Al each gentle
turn of the road, new leatures appear—as if one were raversing a stage sel within
the grand, park-like setting,

Few realize that Mountain Brook was designed to be the special place that it is
today, From 1926 to 1929, developer Jemizon & Co, worked with landscape
architect Warren H, Manning to create the residential district that today is the heart
of Mountain Brook.

Documenting the planning of Mountain Brook fram 1926 to 1929 for the

Historic American Landscapes Survey became the object of a Birmingham
Historical Society (BHS) study that began in 2005. During the HALS study, BHS
also participated in a pational survey of Mountain Brook planner Warren H,
Manning’s legacy, under the auspices of Ure Library of American Landycape History
in Amherst, Massachusetts (Robin Karson, director fane Roy Brown, project
coordinator),

This baek presents a compilation of the completed HALS documentation along with
additional acrial photographs and historic photographs, drawings, and maps, The
amount and variely of malerial we gathered and reviewed over the course of our
research seemed 10 cry out to be made accessible to-a Targer andience. We invite vou
to journey with us into the heginnings of Mountain Brook as you peruse this volume,

Our study began with a detailed reading of the principal archival resource; the
Robert Jemison, |r, Papers held at the Birmingham Public Library Depariment
of Archives and Manuscripts. These papers provide copious information about
the many real estate firms organized and managed by Jemison & Co. in the early
twentieth century. The Jemison organization was considered the finest real estate
firm in the region and among the fnest in the nalion. [n the 1920, the 100-man
office provided real estate; Insurance, and underwriting services. [ts principal,
Robert Jemisan, Jr. { 1878--1973), was president of the National Board of Realtors
in 1929, That body met in Birmingham during that year and toured Jemison
developments Just as the infrastructure for Mountain Brook, femison’s final major
project, was taking shupe,

The femison Papers contaln correspondence between the Birmingham developer
and ]andscap& architect Warren Manning (1868-]1438) uf{‘.umhridge, Massachu-
setts, as well as photographs, promoetional documents, daily work ledgers, fentative
plans, tentative general plans, the final general plan, subdivision plats, financial
reports, and interolfice correspondence. Like Jemison, Manning was awell-
seasoned professional at the height of his career, Having supervised more than

100 prjects for landscape archilect Frederick Law Olmsted, St and nearly 1,700
for his own firm, his experience included natiomwide projects ranging from city
planning, large privale estates, and subdivisions 1o small village improvements and
private gardens: Manning had devdoped a City Plan for Blrmingham in 1916 and

warked for private and corporale clients here, He knew the area and its players.
Over the four-year peried from 1926 to 1929, Manning kept his Birmingham
patrons up-fo-date with theideas he was exploring in developing Jemison’s and
other patrons’lands south of the city limits in the fulure dty of Mountain Brook,
established 1942.

T help understand the Jemison-Manning planning for Maounlain Brook and

Ao prepare documentation for HALS, Richard K. Anderson, fr., an architect and

documentation specialist and former chief of the Historle American Engineering
Record, was recruited o correlate archival data with data [rom today’s Geographic
Intormation System (GIS). Anderson’s successful efforts established the high
integrity of the 1920s plans in 2009, particularty for Monntain Brook's road and
lotsystem, In fay terms, what the Jemison-Manning team planned and builtin the
19205 remains to this day.

From the beginning, Anderson and [ sought to show, in the two-dimensional
drawings that we were producing for HALS, the three-dimensional experience of
driving Mountain Brook’s roads, When landscapearchitect Birgit Kibelka joined
the project in 2010, she and [ hil those mad&—ndriving, walking, photographing,
and analyzing the myriad historic maps and plans and the historic fvatures still
found in the Geld, Kibelka’s studies of several neighborhood settings provide
readers of this book with our understanding of the exceptional effarts pat forth to
plan the magnificent place that is Mountain Brook.,

On March 20, 2013, Tuscaloosa photographer Tohn Wathen flew with Kibelka

and me on an aerial mission over Mountain Broek. Wathen wsed a Canon EOS

5D digital camera to document the landscape. We atternpiied to follow Manning's
advice to Jemison on low o make aerial photographs “al right angles with the slope
ol Shades Moontain” 20 as to be "about the righi height to show the intervening
ridges in the Yalley between Red Mountain and Shades Mounlain™—resulting in
remarkable views of this gorgeous landscape!

let Lowe, veteran photographer with HAER and HALS, next brought his old-time
view camera to make fifty-five 5- x 7-inch, large-format negatives from which his
photographs are produced. During the week that Lowe photographed (April 9-13,
2013), Mountain Brock appeared a5 deseribed in the carly promolional literature:
a forested cathedral,

All drawings, photographs, and historical analysis associated with this project will
become part of the HALS collection at the ULS, Library of Congress. The planning
for Mountain Brook is thus docomented so that current and luture generations
might understand and appreciate how skilled professionals found beauty in the
natural setting and made it into a Tivable, and enduringly beautiful, residential area.

Marjorie L. White
Director, Birmingham [Histerical Society
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From 1926 ro 1929, the Jemison & Company real estate firm of
Birmingham, Alabama, retained Warren H. Manning Associates of
Boston, Massachusetts, to design a residential diserict in the then
remote Shades Valley wilderness to the sourh of the Biemingham
city limits, The well-seasoned and well-financed Jemison-Manning
venture integrated new roacds and residences into the park-like
setting, reraining and intensifying its natural beaury.

Regional planner and landscape architecr, Warren Manning had
trained in the office of Frederick Law Olmsted. By the late 19205, he
headed a national firm whose clients included the Marional Park
Service, cities, and corporations such as U5, Stecl. He had comple-
red a city plan for Birmingham in 1916 and was familiar with the

Birmingham developer Robert Jemison, Jr. headed Jemison &
Company, 2 large and experienced real estate firm founded in 1903,
He had developed communities in Birmingham and for the military
during World War 1.

Warren Manning was responsible for the March 1929 Geseral Plan
Jfor Mountarn Brook, pictured in drawings that fallow. The plan inclu-
ded rhe siting of roads and bridges, lot lines for residences, reserva-
tion of and deed restrictions to preserve open space, and the inclu-
gion and location of community features such as a village commereial
area, school, riding academy and crails, 2 clubhouse and golf course,
a Mt. Vernon replica, a mill, and several architect-designed model
houses, Manning's plan covered 2,300 acres of Jemnison-owned lands
and more than 2,000 acres of adjaining lands, then in owneeship
friendly to Jemison inrerescs. The real estate development was the
largest, and finest, undertaken in the region,

The market crash of 1929 came before Jemison's investors bailt
the grandest eseates planned for the development, indeed before
much of Mountain Brook was built. The road and recrearional sys-
rem provided the framework for fumre development of the commu-
nity when prospetity returned in the late 1950s. The original system
of roads, bridees, and open spaces remains inract 1o chis day, as do
the deed restrictions that protect them, The roads m:dpaﬂ:giha.pe
the Mountain Brook environment.
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The Mountain Brook Recording Project was sponsored by the
Birmingham Historical Society of Birmingham, Alabama, Marjarie
L. White, direcror. The documentation team consisted of Matore L
White, historian and project direcror; Richard K. Anderson, Jr.,
HABS/HAER/HALS specialist; Birgit Kibelka, landscape architect
and photographer; and Jet Lowe, HABS/HAER/HALS photogra-
prhcr with the a.dvunry assistance of Paul Bﬂ].u:.xk'_r chief, Historic
American Landscapes Survey (HALS), Natienal Park Service, ULS,
Department of the Interior, Washingron, D.C. The Historic Ameri-
can Landscapes Survey is a long-range program to document signi-
ficant landscape sires and designs throughour the Uniced Scates and
to make such records accessible ta the publie through the Prings and
Fhotographs Division of the Library of Congress,
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Mountain Brook is lecarsd in the foothills of the
Appalachian Mouncains, These mounraing, together
with their supplementary ridges and valleys, run ina
northesst to southwest ditection and terminate
several miles to the south of Birmingham, @ shows on
Ibajwrrfiffmm I I&.ﬁr.ﬁﬂ Elevations above
324 level i the Mounrain Brook area range from 640
feer along Shades Creek to over 1,100 feer amp
Shades Mountain,

The Mountain Brook properey wis considersd
undevelopabie at the time. Ir was difficulr ro ger
"over" Red Mountain from the city of Birmingham
and difficult to get inte and abour Mouneain Brook
once there,

Jemison & Company's 4,500-acre Mountain
Brock development of the lare 1920s was
incorporared, with additional lands, into the new
City of Mountiin Brook in 1942,

- g b 'r? # :
for Birmingham,” A Park Sy jor Birmengham, Olmeced
125, Courtesy Birmingham Public Library Archives (BFL I.EG‘ENE
:mnpmr_‘: Mouniin Brook projecs is based on Jemion &
IPL Archives. Jernison & Company Mounrain Brook 1929
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Richard K. Anderson, Jr., Birgit Kibelka, 2012.

MOLINTAIN MRD0H REEORDING SRCUEST

Introduction, Mountain Brook, Alabama, Historic Amarican
Landscapes Survey (HALS) Project. wim project lscation mop sié shest
idei, HALS o, AlL-2-Sikeet 1

[n 1926, Jemison & Co., headed by Rober! Jemison, Jr.,

hought land, gathered investors, ind undertosk a major new
subdivision in the Appalachian feothills south of Birmingham.
[ndustry was growing in Alabama, and economic times were
still sufhciently prosperous for the company to undertake their
culminating achievement. Olmsted Brathers, in their park plan
for Birmingham of the previoas year, had noted the scenic
character of the area. The well-experienced Jemison firm hired
the seasomed landscape architect Warren H. Manning of Boston
to design what became a community of country homes and
amenities set amidst the challenging topography and intense
natural beanty, made accessible via skillbully faid roads. trails,
and bridges. Mannings work concluded in March of 1424,

Hisloric American Landscapes Survey (HALS) Sheet 1,
fo ife left together with the following sheets, explores the
Temison-Manning undertaking that forms the core of taday's
Mountain Brook. Pholographs and commentary highlight many
of the features reviewed in the drawings and help visualize the
exceptionally well-planned residential area.

“The valley of Shades Creek and the precipitous northwesterly face
af Shades Mouniai affer perfups the best opparfunity for enclosed
natural landscape and Inspiring broad ewtlook i the Birmingham
disiriet, . .. s wild characrer miust be feitiully guarded against all
encroachments”

—Olmsted Brothers, A Park System for Sirmnghan, 1925






View to the City of Birm}ngham
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TO GEOLOGICAL STRATA

Alluvium. Unconsolidaced quartz silt, sand, and gravel.
Patrawille Bormation undifferenciated. Dark-gray siley shals
with incervals of lithic sandstone and minor intetbeds of
coal and underclay.

Chestnut Sandstone Member. Light-gray quactzase sandstone.

Shades Sandscone Member, Very light-gray quartzose
sandstone with scattered qoartz pebbles and conglomerate.

Parkwood Formarion, Medium- to Lighe-gray shale with
intervals of Lithic sandstone,

Floyd Shale and Bangor Limestone undifferentiaced.
Hartselle Sandatone, Quartzose sandstone.

Pride Mountain Formation, Dark-gray shale with
limonite stringers and nodales.

Tuscumbia Limestone, Fort Payne Chert, and Maury
Formation undifferentizted.

Red Mounrain Formation.
Sequarchie Formation and ﬂai:icamuuga Limestone
undifferentinted.

Copper Ridge Dolomite.
Scrike and dip angle of scrara
Serike and dip of overturned strata

lam b=
Geological miap data based on Geological Survey of Alabama, 7.5 Min Quadrangle Series:
Map 26 Flate 1, Irondale (2003, Map 42 Place 1, Cahaba Heights (2006); Map 43 Flace 1,
Bipmingham Mocth (2006 Map 47 Plare 1, Birmemgham Soath (2007). Geological stram
abbreviations and descriprions from Place 2 of Maps 26, 42, and 47. Data for infraseruceure
and honses based on U5, Deparrment of Agricalrure Bureau of Sodls, Sodl Map, Alabama,
Jefferson Counry Sheet, Field operations and mapping, 1908, Location of springs, oven,
I:IJIH.I.I:E, and ceal mins lpmﬂ.ing to "Mw.ntl.r'.n Bmuk Land ﬂ:., Hirml'n.g'hl.m, Ala:
Tentatve General Plan No, 2 - No, 1336-402-24, Warren H. Manning Offices, Inc., A,
6, 1928." Courtesy Jemmon Papers, BPL Archives.
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o This map of Jemison & Company's Mountain Brook and adjeining propetty shows mining and
orher roads extant in 1926 and the underlving geological straca as mapped in 1908, In the 1920s,
the basic topography and narural fearures of the area were unchanged despite induserial, agrical-
ruaral, and residential use. Borh Warren Manning's Birmighan Dditri Plan of 1916 and Olmsred
; Brothers' park plan of 1925 recognized the scenic potensal of cthe area's distinctive series of nar-

MOUNTAIN BROOK 1926 - 1929

CHTE OF MOUMTAIN EROCR

row ridges, steep cliffy, gulleys, streams, rocky outerops, and forests that owed their existence to
the underlying sandstone and shale scrata, sbown om this map, and the age-old sails,

Inclined strata of varying degrees of hardness, indicated by dip angles, had eroded ac different
rates 1o form the region's narrow ridges and valleys. Along the creses, rock outcrops abounded. Ar
other surfaces, erosion and vegetation had broken strara down to form 2 variety of soils thar sup-
ported diverse plant species. Along the creeks, soft shales and coal were found. Photographs from
the 19205 reveal thar large areas of the propercy were covered by a relatvely young forese, nor the
"wirgin" forest advertised in femison & Company promational literature.

The charcoal-fired Irondale Furnace, constracted in 1863- 1864, drew its wood supplies from
these surrounding farests. The furnace closed in 1873, allowing tree covet to regrow. Land surveys
carried our by the project team in 1926 porcray the diverse plant communiries of the Ridge and
Walley province of the Southern Appalachian Mounrains, Civil engineer J.H, Glander, Jr. mapped
hickory, oak, poplat, pine, dogwood, and sweergum from 8" to 42" caliper. Sycamore, redbud,
and many shrub and vine species are also mentioned by planner Warren Manning and developer
Robert Jemison, Jr. in lecters now held in the Jemizson Papers'at Birmingham Public Libeary
Archives. Manning's planning stuclies show individual trees as well as creeks and springs, and
furnace, coal mine, and charcoal oven sites. An excerpt of one of the detailed surveys is shown
fo the d2ff

Twa major roads border the Moontain Brook property: the Monrevallo and Cahaba Roads,
Thewe important routes connected Birmingham to Selma and Montevallo and gave sccess to the
main source of drinking water, the Cahaba River. Ocher extant roads ran to an indusrial cenrer ac
Leeds, accesged coal depesies at Owerton, and led to a mine and chareoal oven along Shades
Mountain, To the north of the Jemison property, dairy farms provided food for cthe urban
population living over the mountain (Red Mountain) in Birmingham.

Site Conditions, 1926. HALS e 41-2 Sheet 1

When Warren Manning began his destgn for Mountain Brook

in 1926, he found a remote wilderness with steep mountain
slopes, ridges, streams, forests, and rock outcraps, The site for
the new residential distriet was barely accessible then, Just two
major roads bordered the area, connecting it 1o Birmingham,
Selma, and Montevalle and to the Cahaba River. Dairy farms and
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View into Shades Vallay.
Aaral pholograph by jobn Wathen, 2003 BHS,
The heavily wooded, remote characl
ins today, This view loaks
untain Br Zubinto ! 4

Mountain, lo fhe lefl, and
s, b the right,

enfer-vight, from the

the suburban Birmingham communiil
Mountain Brook, Homewood, and Hoo




LAND USE GUIDELINES

4 O
/’" ~ PROPOSED USES i

w=—=""" Lakes and streams
I Village centerfeommunity centet
Reservation of flood plains
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Guolf course To taking advantage of vicw
4, , ) i i
9 Reo o el Recreational facility (riding academy) Irondale
z T P Residential area == - :
o — — —  —— — — P Iovestors' estates i P
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Warren Manning approached the challenging, varied ropography of the projece area, ar thowm on this
plan, by creating carefully crafred guidelines for the development. In his lecters to Robert Jemison, Jt.,
developer of Mountain Brook, he specifies land uses appropriate for significant conrour levels from 500 o
1,100 feet. For the 500-foot level, the lowest level in the surrounding region, located just to the south
along the Cahaba River, Manning advises a chain of lakes 1o provide recreation and protect the drinking
water supply. The planner suggests the floodplains of area crecks, at the S00-foot level, be reserved for
open space and recreational use by children and adulis, Here he envisions walking, riding, canoeing, swim-
ming, golf, socializing, and earing. The 700-foot level includes commercial and residential areas, plus the
"high-class" eesidences of people who prefer to live near recreational resources and the "moving air” the
valley environment provides. Manning designs small village cenrers to provide essential services,
The BOO- to 1,000-f00t level encompasses several ridges, knolls, and the erest of Shades Mountain
and gives residences here "far-reaching” cutlooks. Proposed home sites for the local investors
in the Mountain Brook dﬂnlupm.ent average 35 to 50 acres so that no house wmﬂ.cl interfere
with a neighbor's view. Lots in other areas are smaller bur each is selecred for its distincrive
scenic guoalities, Home sites are determined befare the mids are laid out,

Tﬂ e e e e -\-. Uit _'._: |
Homewood e AR\ R e o o

During the three years of intensive
groundwork, the Manning-Jemison design team
aimed to preserve the area’s natural features and large
trees as it laid out roads, residencial lots, and open spaces.
Existing roads—Cshaba, Montevallo, Leeds, and Overton—wure
retained, and new roads were roured to direct traffic along ridges
and slopes in a natural manner, Corves, not straight-aways, were
preferred. Two addinional srraregies accomplished the formal preser-
vation of natural features: the "reservation” —setting aside and with-
halding fram sale—of the floadplaing of Shades and Watkins Creeks for

o T

I,
open space and recrearion, and deed restrictions governing the subdivision i — —————— — — ——
of the key lots of the investors who subsidized the planning effores,
Bald Ridpe.
Shades Valley
“""r-l.!*:f.l'u .!lff:.'u.l"r;\
Branch Cneu

To
Cahaba Heights
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LS, Department of Agncalture Buresu of
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Sheer, Pleld operations and mapging, 19048,
Location of springs, oven, furnace, and coal
mine secording to "Mauntain Brook Land
Ca,, Birmingham, Als.: Tentarive General
Plan No. 2 - Mo. 1956-402-24, Warren H.
Manning Offices, Inc., Ang. 6, 1928."
Courtesy Jemson Papers, BPL Archives.
Tapographic dam supplied by Jefferon
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Land Use Guidelines. jaisuo, a2 Sheet 3
True Lo his naturalistic, resource-based approach 1o planning,
Wirren Manning crafied guidelines to integrate the residential

community fnle the natural covironment in the most sustainable

way while highlighting ootstanding natural features, Floodplaing
were Lo be reserved for recreational uses, and village and com-
munity centers were Lo be buill in strategic, aceessible localions,
while the hills, ridges, and mountams would be residential arvas,
e T00-foot 1o 1000-faol contours and the crests of ridyes and
mulntain tops were designated For residences to best adapt (o
the climate and 1o offer the most beautiful views,

Ihe studies, to the feff, highlight the planning guidelines
Minning developed in 1926, while the aerial photograph, meet

page, shows how the concepl appears today [rom above.
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View Along Shades Creel,
. b i Jebim W HS, BHS

Warren Manning established that fo
were o be reserve recreational use

while resid s Would be located at

lines and along the

ies I the center of this phio
histeric trail win
floodplain bedow Overbrook Road, The trail
beads to the widening of the flocdplain at the
Mouantain Brook Club golf course, tap fefi,

Residences ape set into Uhe adjoining

s Mountain crest along Beiarchil and
Fazt Briarcliff Roads, fo it The home sites
1and boundarjes determined,
s ta them were Fajd withou
disturhing natural fealures,




STUDIES FOR ACCESS ROADS AND LOT F
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e, Jemison Papers, Bile # 6.1.32.22,
Courtesy BPL Archives, —
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Buoads as per Cengrad Plan (dheet 6).
'Duurbel;r BPL Aschives.

Planned thoroughfare — s—
Planned residential road -—=—=—=—
Planned estate driveway
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ACCESS ROAD LAYOUTS

Thir early Layenit of avcers
o #0 ibe develapmeni shat
ihe main voute—the fRitnre
Mowntadn Brook
Parkuway—running vight
throsgh the floodplain that ir
today's femiion Park and
Mewmiazn Brook Clud golf
CORTIE,

Here 2 direct accers route fo the
fmtnre Cherobee Road from
Mesentain Brook Parbivay
runs io rhe fower Shader
Mowntain vidpe through
today's Jemiton Park, Cherobes
cérenmvents rhe polf cowrie and
a forst verrion of Orercvert
Road crosses Shader Moumtain.,

Mamning egplorer the
pessibelity of accessing the fots
on bork vider of Shades Creek
atiel CYRGINg COMBECTIONS f0

Chernkee Rocd from these

Mesentain Brook Pavkuay Il

In the final layons, the roads

Jfalfsey contaserer amd ot aorei
e orest fing @t @ SIRgE
Iniation: s fodsy’s Onercrest
Road. The enterwection of
Chercrast eodth Cherokés war
mipred 1o avoid cutting a barpe
dree andd 31“ ra'mﬁsr @ dw;gt
far. The crart of Shader
Moumrain war oug dmen 10
foee £a permit Cvercrest fo patr
belony prade, Biding automebile
sraffic, Only one side of
Mounmtain Brook Parkuay i
inbdivided, and & e

roste— e Bescheodod
Hmddn‘ram.l:jmﬁr R';ud
£ profected around the mew
eveated golf convis.

The development of Jemison & Cmnpﬂn.}'ra
Mountain Brook began with the purchase of a
420-acre tract of land thar became "Mountain
Brook Estares," the first sector 1o be subdivided in
what grew to become a 2,400-acre development.
Here Warren Manning planned two loop roads to
access home sites along 2 700- to 800-feer high
ricge just north of Shades Mountain, Beginning in
lare 1926, these estare lors sold briskly, Then
plmnin !:E‘EB.H T ACCess t‘.'l'l': 'E.ltl.'l.[ﬂ estates DF
Jemison's investors atop Shades Mouncain and a
praposed golf resort that was to be built to the
east of the crest esrates.

How to get the roads into the area and what
kind of development and how much of it to build
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“Rouph Stdy for Mew Gaolf Qlub and Region Adjsceat Theteto," Warren Manm
Inc., Camﬁuiﬂgr. MA, March 19, 1928, scale of 17 = 100 ft. Cmu'tﬂj_'[:m{lnn F
BPFL Aschives,
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SUBDIVISION VARIATIC



'LACEMENT

ceived intense review, as detailed studies and
rrespondence berween Manning and his client
wbert Jemison, Jr. reveal. Boads and lots were
sraked numerows rimes as for layours were
vised. Additional acreage was purchased to make
el layouts work. In every instance, Jemison did
hat he believed was best o develop the properry.
the final plan, Jemison and his inveseors did not
ild an income-producing golf resort as earlier
nnm:d. TI'IET bﬂﬂt a EUH‘L‘GEIIH ﬂ.ﬂd a dubhun:t,
wing o reorient and redesign the golf course
llowing this programmatic change. No lots were
bdivided on the club property. Instead they
ught more land to enhance che golf links, They
d not peemit an access road, similar to today's

Shades Crest Road, along the crest of Shades
Mouncain (it would interfere with the privacy of
home sites, according to Jemison). Thus, Cherokee
Road became a mid slope road with driveways
accessing the estates above and below. The
investors perritted penceous open space
throughour the development by sobdividing only
onte side of access roads— Mountain Brook Parleway
and Overhill, Overcrest, and Beechwood Roads, as
well as portions of Cherokee Road as it passes the
golf course. The restricred subdivision preserved
bluffs, increased park land, provided views for
moforists, and gave furure home owners exceptio-
nal views. A succession of layouts for roads and
lots are shown on this drawing,
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Studies for Access Roads and Lot Placement. HAisMa, 81-25heet &

"The placement of roads and lots received inlense review

thraughoul the development of Mountain Brook. Many road
layouts were drafted, as shown o the far Igff, discussing how 1o
access the Tutore residential lots: In the finud plan, the rond layoul
is simplified, maximizing contimaous open space along Shades
Creek and on the north face of Shades Mountain. More room
was given to the goll course by opling against subdividing it and
therehy opening wide views into the valley,

The new thoroughfares of Mountain Brook Parkway and
Crverbrook and Cherolee Roads connecied the central portion of
the new district to Cababa Road (now RS, 2800, with Old Leeds
Faoad serving as the through rouie to the northeast, However, a
through route for the subdivision’s eastern portion could never
be built due to unavailability of adjeining lands,
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View from Estate Lots Along Shades Crest.
Medal photopraph by ok Wathen, 2013 LHS,
T preserve the privacy of residences along
the crest, developer Robert [emison, [r
insisted on Cherokee Road being routed al
mid-slope instead of along the caest of Shades
Monlain as Manming first suggested. This
acrial photograph shows that views from
the crest estates Lowand Shades Valley are as
speclacalar as envistoned al their inceplion,
Careful subdivision and road placement
preserved apen space and the blutls belaw the
residences along Bast Briarclilf, bottom, left
to right. This view looks across the Mountain
Broak Club golf course to Red Mountain and
the city of Birmingham beyond

21
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SITING THE ROADS

Manning's most significant contribution to the design of Mountain Brook was the siting of new roads, especially the through roads: Mountain Brook
Parkway, Cherokee Road, and Brookwood Road, which ser the bones of the development. Srody plans for these and other roads were drawn and redraswn many
times a3 possible routes and data were explored. Berter routes for roads were determined and better opportunities for sicing residences, protecting view sheds,
and making each lot distinctive were worked out incrementally in the Held after "rramping in the woods,” as Manning described his preferred routing method.
And investors also reviewed proposed layours, especially che sites for cheir houses and for Mountain Brook Clab and its golf course,

The Mountain Brook planning team consisted of Manning, who set the framework, dosely participated in detailed drawings and analyses of alternatives, and
reviewed and monitored the ongoing field work; Manning's on-site representative, landscape architect Carl Lutender; Birmingham landscape archirect and
horticulturalise William Kessler; civil engineer J.H. Glander, Jt.; and Jemison staffer Will Pranke. The then leading national golf course designer Donald Ross
laid our the golf links. A forescer and other representatives of Jemison & Company's 100-person real estate firm also assisced.

Boads were sited ar varying heights to access lots atop the ridges, along mid slopes and knolls, and in the valleys above the creek beds, providing a variety of
scenic and climatic conditions for furure residents. Boad geades were restricted to a maximuem of 9 percent with @ 200-foor radius for curves. The design team
spcn:iﬁed that roads would have a graded surface 30 feet wide with an 18-foor wide pavement (then seate and coonty standard widech), Aanked by 3-foor
shoulders of chere. Cusves were propetly banked. Lot lines were to be 20 feet from the boteoms of valleys so valleys could be cantrolled by a single owner.
Houses were to be set back a minimum of 30 feer from the roads and 23 feec from side lines. Jemison's civil engineer LH. Glander, Jr. supervised road
congtruction, which ncloded the grading, paving, drainage, and bridge boilding.

A—A From Pine Ridge across Mountain Brook Club and Shades Mountain to Spring Valley
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Parks and golf course

smpany Mountain Brook 1929 boundaey and project area

cation lines ~—  Creeks and streams
sprany sited roads Sy Crestline
W r
m:l:mglﬁ Bummghun Morth (1997), Irondale (1528, Cahaba Hcighm {1998}, and
0 Feet (1:14400)
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These cross-sections of Mouncain Brook property taken ar
various angles to the mounrain ridges show the range of
elevations for road routes, residences, open space, and
amenities, The sections ook notth-east and stretch from Red
Mouncain to Shades Mounrain, The verrical scale has been
expgrerited to 4x the horizontal to emphasize the topography
- - and the scenic relationships becween natural landscape and
buile features. Elevations in feet above sea level are shown by

LT L e e R e L i horizontal lines. The data in the crods sections was derived from
- s GIS ropographic dara provided by the Jefferson Counry Office
of Land Developrment. It was not feld checked.
- et
i ("}
e i

Breakwand Road
!y
B
Hermimgs Rrad
Spring Valley Road

Woreh Woodridge Road
i Fg ot g1 gy Ed

Scale: 1" = 400 Feet (1:4800) in horizontal direction;
vertical scale exaggerated 4x

Richard K. Andevson, Jr., Birget Kibelba, 2012,
MOUNTAN BROOH RECORDNMG FACJECT

nai wr

T R | e Tean o RTRReaEn
MOUNTAIN BROOK 1926 - 1929

ar Mo

LT

WDPUMTAR, BP0 PARKHAY AT CARAAA POAD

aEreEms rae mnreen

G st e, i | e e

T ———

Siting the Roads. mas o, a1-2 Sheet &

[n the 1920, fernison & Co. built 28 miles of roads into the
Mountain Brook landscape, Throwsh roads accessed the valley
toor and ran along Shades Mountain, Westhury and Overcrest
Roads were planned to cross the crest, accessing Jots af the crest
and along the mountains southern flank.

Manning worked through many designs before arriving at
the: fimal plan for the read system, Despite the challenges of the
existing topography, shows i the cross sections to the leff, the
planner and his on-sile team munaged to create a system of roads
that winds smoothly through the mountains, Maximem slopes
of § pervent and a mindmuam curve radius of 200 feel were used,
The team created sn exceptional driving experience that lakes
[ull advantage of the scenic qualities of the arca while preserving
the privacy of the restdences,

Warren Manning’s letter of August &, 1928, to Robert
femison discusses the arrangements between his consulting
firmt and Jemisons Birmingham staff and describes the process
for laying down the roads: “The roads af this study are laid
down by Mr. Lutender [Carl Litender, Manning’s on-site
representative] and mysell an the ground, surveved in by Mr
Glander Jr. [Jemison’s civil engineer] and reviewed by vou and
vour associates on fool and on horseback, and by Mr. Kessler
[lemisons Birmingham landscape architect] and e from crest
outlaok points”

23






View of Cherokee and Overcrest Roads
Climbing to the Shades Mountain Crast.

Boriad photograph by lohn Wathom, 2013, BHE.

This aerial photograph illustrates the carciul
siting of the roads in Mount i

this view, Cherokee and Overcrest Roads hug
the mountainside as they gracefully climb o

estate lols along taday’s Briarchilf and East
BriarcHf Roads. With its expertly routed wide
S-shape, Overceest is the only road that in the

slope, (Westhury Road and its cres
planned, bl were accessed only by
trail in the 19205,)

Adso shown are the "Mountain Nine” of
the Maountain Brook Cluby goll course. set into
the floadplain, with Cherakee Road running
along itsborder and offering wide views inlo
thi eourse. Rottom left, residences along both
sides of Dell Road are shown. Al the tap, Ok
Mauntain and Double Oak Mountain appear
in the far distance.




GENERAL PLAN FOR MOUNTAIN BROOK, M/
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Tentatior Dittrict Map Sbesving Property of Mowstain Brook Land Ca. and Auscctater, Barmingham, Alabama - Gensral Flaw, March 11, 1929, Courresy Birmingham Public Library Archives, Birmingham, Alabama.
Warren Manning's planning for Mountain Brook, begun in comparison, the well-pl

LEGEND September 1926, culminated in this final plan of March 1929,  Hallywood and Redmo:
= : The General Plza included the sicing of roads and bridges, loc 1920s, tngerher compre
Jemison & Company Mountain lines for residences, resecvation of and deed restrictions to Ta =et the tone for th
Brook 1929 boundary: ss = preservie open space, and the inclusion and locarion of ocher Manning suggested bui
community features such as the commercial village, schoal, designed the setting, ga

riding academy and erails, counery club and golf course, George Washingron's b

LM showcase houses, and an old mill, Manning's frm also Manning suggested rec
ﬂSCﬂ-lf;‘ml Jmf}ﬂ'ﬂ Ff‘-ﬂf {1 1?290} v wwo  smw  amor,  Produced promotional materials for Jemison & Company. The  Mill along Shades Crech
E y ! | quu . . 3 4,” ;p:? plan covered 2,500 acres of Jemison lands and more than his family manse near B
2,000 acres of adjoining lands, then in ownership frendly to mill on Rock Creck in ¥

f i E'?m j*b?m Jemison incerests. The real estare development was the then highly popular gar

largest, as well as the fines:, undertaken in the region. By plans for che "Old Mill.'
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anned adjacent communicies of

vt Park, also developed in the late

s 320 acres,

& new residentinl districe, Warren
Iding a Mr, Vernon replica. Manning
rdens, and planting plans, Because
{t. Vernon eatare included a mill,
mstruction of the former Perryman

the Tudor-style school and commercial area at Mountain Brook

formed dramaric focal poines, envisioned and siced by Manning,
in the wooded residential [andscape,

Whether the residential lots were large or small, special
distinction and valae were considered to the end char hardly
twa lots were alike, The designers scated that thought was

- Manning had recently redeveloped $:"w:l| to each house site so that the house and the ot might be
eading, Massachuserts, as well asa "warthy of each other." They further stared rhar topographic
Vashingron, D.C,, into tea houses, anel unusual features—springs, formarions, trees,

hering spocs. William Kessler drew the

shrubs, and views - determined lot boundaries, not grometric
"It opened in 1927 to serve meals

forms.

and encourage lor sales. Together "Mr. Vernon," che "Old Mill,"

Village, and the Regency-sryle Mountain Brook Club clubhouse

Birgi Kibelha, 2012,
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General Plan for Mountain Brook, March 11, 1529,
HALS Mo AL-2 Shoot &:
This general plan prepared for Jemison & Co. of Birmingham,
Alabama, represents the final statement—"studied, drawn,
checked, approved for issue, and signed by Warren Manning™—
fior the development of its Mountain Brook property. Jemisans
firm began buying this property in 1925, Warren Manning was
retained in the fall of 1926, From 1926 to 1929, Manning, together
with Jemison's team of local professionals, worked on this plan and
also prepared plans for the several thousand acres of adjoining
lunds: Forney Johnston's Lockerbie, George Gordon Crawford’s
Iroadale Furnace property, and B A, Yites' propertly,

The plan shows the alignment of Mountain Brook's roads
and lots, entrance wavs, and community amenitics. Within the
dashed boundary lie these major parcels: Mountain Brook Estates,
top left, above Mouniao Braok Parkway; the Highland Sector on
Shades Mountain, where Jemison’s investors wepe 1o build their
home sites, designated as los A, B, €, D and [ and B-1, C-1, -],
amd -1 on this plan; and lands held by fetferson Country Estates,
cenler. The Mountain Land Cocand the Mountain Brook Land Co,
also held company fands; the fatter company issued this fital plan
of March 11, 1929,

The existing communities of Redmonl Park, Rockridge
Park, Country Club Estates, Hollywood, and Abingdon, all also
subdivided in the 19205, are shown, as well a5 the Smver and
Shook estates along the Shades Mountain crest, The Birmingham
and Hollywood Country Clubs and the county schools ol
Holhrwood and Crestline are also noted. Brookwood Pagoway
extends [rom Cahaba Road along Little Shades Creek, despile the
fact Jemison & Co. does not own this right-of-way,

[n addition to careful placement of lots and routing of roads,
Jemison and his planners put much effort into setting the tone for
the new development. The types of residences and the area’s rustic
character were defined through thoughttul design and siting of
model homes and other features, such as bridses, entrance gales,
and street signs. The following pages highlight the large number
of structures designed and built by 1929 that define Mountain
Brook today, Many of the historic renderings were produced for
promotional materials used by Jemison & Co,
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Properties of Mountain Brook Land
Company & Associates. Phagaphic print of 5
Blocking Birgs-Eye Drawing, by Eghert Hans, Warren H
Manning Offices, inc., Cambradge, Mass,, lonuary 1939
Colirteyy Birmbigham Public Erany Degsartrmant of Archives
and Mandscripts [BFL Arciives)

Rabert Jemison often commissinmed
rendetings (o help prospective purchasers
imagine his visienary underiakings. This
bird's-eve drawing illustrates what the
Manning firm thought would be in the

final general plan for the Mauntain Brook
praperties. The view is from the Calaba River,
louking across Shades and Red Mountains
to the City af Birminghanm. The artist tnak

\"" "I"' L 3]&?‘;‘ 3 Y license in rendering this perspective. It is

an ' = A AA Y derved from aerial photographs and Warren

r ;_{ E_m 1 : e ' _ Mannings mind, which could, as he stated

. 1w, . to Robert femison, visualize the entire
. ; development

[he birds-eye drawing emphasizes
the mountainous lereain with its creeks
descending into the Cahaba River. [t also
delineates the planned east-west access
roues—Lthe Shades Creek=Mountain Brook
Parkeway, Cherokee Road, Brookwood
Parkoway—Lasl View Road, and Spring Valley
Rirac—as elegant anteries passing through
and leoping back across the challenging
terrain,

Whords and arrows identify the amenitios
af the develapment: Mountain Braok Village,
Muoumntain Brook School, the Old Mill, the
Mauntain Brook Club, and 2 Community
Centeron Leeds Road (which does not
make it into the final plan approved two
months later). The investors estates atop
Shades Mountain above Cherokee Road are
promigently featured. A Westchester Road is
shewn extending into the Irondale Furnace
praperty along the creck and the proposed
lake just upstream of Mountain Brook Club.
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BRIDGES, ENTRANCES, AND AMENITIES PLANNED

As general planner, Warren Manning was responsible for the planning guidelines and
placement of residences, amenities, roads, and trails, Jemison & Co local landscupe
architect, William H. Kessler, designed “drive ways” "entrance ways,” signage, and, with
lemison's civil engineer, J. H. Glander, [r., several bridges. Kessler also executed planting
plans. Trained as a horticulturalist at Berckmans’ Fruitland Nurseries in Augusta, Georgia,
Kessler [irsl worked with Jamisen & Couin 1904 during the mussive landscape work that
accompanied Jemisons Pairtield, Alabama, development.

Im the 1920s, William Kessler became 2 certified “Landscape Architecl” He worked
with Birmingham landscape architect |. A. Myers al this time. While Kessler played
onby a supporting role on the Mountain Brook project, by the 19505 and 196(s, when
hemebuilding lourished, his experience provided the continuity for realizing Mannings
earlier plans. Kessler sited houses and drives and designed planting schemes and gardens
for the new homeowners of the mid-century era. He inked so many drawings thal these in
Birmingham came i believe he designed Mountain Brook,
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Cahaba Road Entrance Way. Dowing oyl 5 8yers, Decomber 28, 1926, W lam M, Kessler, Landscape Architect, Pubished in Mourtoin Braok Ermes, 1957 BAL Archives
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GI:IH Lmhs Bﬂdge'. Blugling by ‘William H, Kessler, Landscaps Architact, and 1 &, Wyers, 1928, BPL Archoves,
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@2 Bird's Eye View of Proposed Development of Mountain Brook Village. orwing by Ecein 8. Lancaster, eriftaman, W ber & Martin, Arnitects, 1927 BPL Sckives



PLAN FOR
MOUNTAIN BROOK
VILLAGE

Several farms and stores existed near the crossing of the Cahaba and
Montevalle Roads when Manning began planning Mountain Brock.
In aletier of November 29, 1926, lo Roberl lemison, the planner
poted: | want to-again emphasize the need of a more far-reaching
study for the interséction of Montevallo and Cahaba Boads, . .. There
is no doubt in my mind and 1 believe there will be no doubl in your
mind that this is going 1o be a very important business center. . ”
Jemndson instructed Manning to work with the Jemison stalf on a plan
for the village.

Although The Birmingham News of April 24, 1927, announced
that the “intersection will be translormed into an English shopping
village, with attractive stores of antique design,” Jemison associate Hill
Ferguson reported to his boss, several months later on August 8, 1927,
that “We are still more or less at sea about the type of building and
the details of plans to go at the Village bul hope (o have something
definite by the time vou gel back” The Bird's Eye View and rendering
for the Mountain Brook Estates Building, shown {efi and below, were
produced in the fall of 1927,

. BIRD'S EYE VIEW
P PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF
Proposed Shops for Mountain Brook Village. fendenng, 1827, Couresy Wakter

OUNTAIN-BROOK
+VILLAGE

- JEMISONavo CO-—GENERAL AGENTS

MILLER & MARTIN - ARCHITECTS
- JALEWIS ++ ENGINEER

"_"-_;?amssz, W- GREEN

J-H-GLANDER.* CIVIL
Blm’s EYE VIEW BY\

Proposed School for Mountain Brook, rerdenng, 1928, The tenssen Magan e,

Aagest 1928, BPL Archiwes.
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MODEL ESTATE, MODEL HOMES, AND A CLUB HOUSE PLANNED
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Model ':Q'I.II“I'\I Estate. Drawing by lesse W Green, July 18, 1827, The Jemisen Mogoeme, Seplember 15275 BPL Archves.
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MODEL ESTATE

Warren Manning orginaled the fdea to deslgn the “model” counlry estate in the manner
of Gieorge Washingtons ML Yernon, Manning traveled to Washingtons Virginia estale
tey study its setiing, pardens, and gristmill, detailing his thoughts in a four-page letter o
Robert Jemison on November 2, 1925,

Principals in Jemison’s firm chaflenged the marketability of such a large estate,
Flowever; by September 1927, Jemison’s local landscape archilec! was daiming the desipn
[or the grounds, and the Birmingham firm of Warren, Knight & Davis had designed
the ML Vernon replica, pictured in this drawing, When the 14-acre property was sold,
fermison & Co, rejoiced! Country eslate living, 1920s-s50yle, was launched in Birmingham,
Purchased by Herbert Tutwiler, the estate became known as “The Tutwiler Estate”

MODEL HOMES AND GROUNDS

Not all homes in Mountain Brook were "estates”; however, planners ensured that each
home was given-an individualized setting, with boundaries determined, not by geometric
lines, bub by topographic features and unusual landscape, Warren Manning, wriling in
Mountain Brook Estates, a promotional booklel prepared by his firm in late 1926, suggests
that. in the grand tradition of country estates, certain architectural types—the Southern
Colonial, English country seat, [talian villa, and French manolr—were appropriate for

the varied topographic conditions of the development. Beginning in early 1427, Jemison
& Coo began commissioning, from distinguished Birmingham architects, appropriate
“model” homes on siles specified by Manning, The renderings for and 19205 captions
describing several of these residences are shown, on ihe opposite page.



Residence in Mountain Brook Estates [2916 Mountain Brook Parkway]. Dmwiie by iacsen O Halsiead
Archaledd, 1920, o foor Srook Exfcley, 1927, BPL Srchives,

“Here s the plan for o charming Country House i Mot Brook, which thstraes how much more
roroad for oviganality i permitied architects where homes adors acre growmds —Mountam Brook Esates
booklet, 1927,

Residence for Mountain Brook Estates [2632 Mountain Brook Parkway], vrawing oy sigmunn slesseimh
hrchelect, 1936, Movatals Brooak Edeied, 1927, BPL Archivey

“There is an air of argle hospirality abowt this stately Colonial home which &s reminiscent of the antebethon
Soath, 18 will pocupy a large estade in Mowtain Brook™ —Mowuntufn Broek Estates booklet, 1927,

Old English Home; Estates 79-80 [now 3333] Dell Road. mendonng iy Warren, kngng & Davis, archirects, Maseh 25,

1529, the Jemison Moganne, November 1928, BP L Archaes,

“This rumbling couniry home is situated on @ well-elevated site, beautifilly wooded with hardwoed and
e, I is wide along the rigge, leavirg ample room for yardens on both sides. ., . From the terruces of this
lovely homre, wonderful vistas mray be had aoross beautiful Mowntaie Brook. ... A sparkiing mouniain
streant winds its wuy in the valley below, —The Jemison Mugazine, 1929,

LEFT: Mountain Brook I':Iuh, Marth FBI;Bd!. Rondaring by Aymiar Embury B, Architoct, phodographod by &S Kallmg, luby 1530
Motnzaia Braok Clut, July 1929, BPL fuclives

From Beectiwood Road vou approach the North Fagade of fhe Clab Hovse. [t harpiony with the
surrounding terrain i particularly pleasing, being well back from e highway, and screened with trees and
shrublery fo give the sense of seclusion and repose” —Mounitain Broek Chud booklet, 1920,
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WHAT JEMISON & COMPANY BUILT BY

The Jemison firm, backed by its big-pocket local
investors, sequired 2,500 acres of scenic lands and
completed the March 29, 1929 Géneral Plax for
development of this trace, As with che :ﬂmpa.n}r':
plenning for the model industrial eity of Pairfield,
Alabama, by Manning associate George Miller of
Bosron from 1909 1o 1911, the firm completed all
planned infrastrscture improvements and ameniries
for the future community at the highest standards of
the era. For Mountain Brook the company built com-
mercial buildings in the village, & school, a riding
academy with rink and stables, a clubhouse and golf
course, several show houses, and the Old Mill-rea
mom. Jemison & Company alse built 28 miles of
concrete roads, 7 stone-vencered bridges o carry the
roads over ares creeks, and 20 miles of bridle rrails
along ridges and in floodplain parklands. Continuing
the naturalistic sesthetic, brown wooden signs desig-
pated road names. In the 1929 plan, 13 percent of the
proposed community was reserved for open space
and recreation. Lots in the Mountain Brook Estates,
New Country Cluby, Fairway, Wackins Brook, and
Cmperbury sactors-(1, 2, 5, 4, and 5 on the Subdiur-
sivn of Jemmion & Company Lawds plar shoums to the vight),

COMMUNITY AMENITIES

i i
Mustration frarm Metntain Brook Ereater, Jemion
& Compaarny, Birmingham Dvelgpess
firm, 1927. Robert Jemdson, Jr. Papers, BPL Archives.

, & premocional beokler produced by dee Maniing

as well as those along Dell Road, were subdivided
from 1926 to 1928 and sold briskly during thar
time, Jemison & Company commissioned architects
to design appropriace model house types to sec the
tone for the development. As mapped in Marcch
1929, 68 residences had been buile in the Mounrain

Brook Estates and other sectors adjoining the willage,

In these sectors, nearly all lors had been sold.
Access could not be obrained from Cahaba and
Orwerton Roads across Shook Hill or along a pro-
posed Brookwood Road to provide a through roure
inro today's Brookwond Forest area, macror 17 on the
iubdévision map. Thus, the Jemison firm extended
bridle trails only, and not concrete roads, to the
propased lots aleng the crest and southern face of
Shades Mountain, (This area and today's Cherokee
Bend area that encompasses the Irondale Furnace
ruins would not be developed until the 19505 and
1960s. The road and lor sysrem of the Manning
Gremeraed Plan of 1929 was not always closely fol-
lowed in these sectors. Through roures ino the areas
have never been buile! However, Manning's
suggestion that the furnace miins become a public
park became reality.) A decision not o immediately

P o

f_ IJ “E

J.H. Glander, Jr. and Wil

Roads, respectively.

"F-"--._-'"--l

build roads into thoss areas of the development was
made in late 1927 although lots were planned and laid
out daring 1928. Here furure roads were bluzed and
graded with bridle trails only (e sher 8 morvbears
quarter of Section 3 and portioms of Sections 2 and 10).

Although architecraral and landscape plans for the
grand residences of the investors atop Shades Moun-
tain and on adjoining property were drawn, none were
buily, When the Birmingham fizms which chese indi-
viduals managed were acquired by oucside intereses,
rwo investors moved to Mew York and Pictsburgh. By
1930, only two homes were built on the lower slopes
of Shades Mountain. Coal baron Herberr Tutwiler
purchased the Mount Vernon replica, which became
known as the Turwiler Estate,

Robert Jemison, Jr. was prepared to wait out the
hard times thar came wich the crash of the sioek and
real estate markets in 1929, He had weathered che
Financial Panic of 1907 and waited a decade for his
planned communiey at Pairfield to fower, Jemison was
forrunace thar his group of investors shared his vision
for Mountain Brook and had the resources char per-
miteed his firm o avoid compromising che qualicy of
the develapment as originally conceived.

LEGEND

o Road bridge

o] =8 Entrances
S Arcess toad
;1:!1.----" B Ezcrea.mmlfacﬂ.ms
| T 27 Bridle trail
i i + Old Mill res coom
| mpalgs  Club house
Golf course, Jemison Park,
and riding academy
- ‘* Model howses:

I Tutwiler Estate
{Mt. Vernon replica)

2 Dell Road Estare
i Southwood Road Estate
4 Cancerbury Road Estate
Jemison & Company

Moontain Brook

1928 boundary

Roads Designed in the 1920s

Balmoral, Beechwood, Brookwood, Cambridge, Canterbury, Cherokee, Culver, Dell,
Eastview (now Briarcliff), Hastings, Hearhermoor, Mountain Brook Parkway, Overbrook,
Overhill, Pine Ridge, Southwood, and Watkins,

Roads Realigned, Widened, and Paved in the 1920s
Cahaba-Pumphouse {now U.S. 280), Leeds (now Old Leeds), and Montevallo Roads.

Stone-Veneer Bndﬁf: Designed and Built, 1927-1929

am Kessler engineered and detailed these bridges, specifying
locally quarried stone laid in random masoney patterns. Bridges were construcred at
Cantetbury Road (1927, stonework by WD, Rainey), Montevallo Road (1927, concreee
structure by Jefferson Counry, reconstructed 2011); Overbrook Road (1928): Beschwood
Buad {1928); Cherokee Road (Golf Links Bridge, <. 1928); Watkins Road {1928, stonework
by Henry Garner); Mountain Book Packway (three bridges, 1928, with stonework by Henry
Garner); and Heathermoor Road (1929),

Entrances Designed, Built, and Planted

William Kesster designed and provided planting plans for the masenry entrances thar delineate
the boundaries of and provide a welcome to Jemison & Company's Mountain Brook. Primary
entrances were designated from; Cahaba Roud ar Mountain Brook Parkway and ar Cherolee
Road; Leeds Read ar Cherokee Road; Montevalle Road at Overbrook and Canterury Roads;
and Crwerbrook and Pine Ridge Roads at Mountain Brook Parkway. Entrances were also built
leading to the Riding Academy Rink and to the Stable at today's Chester and Brook Manor
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érl Eication Musp of Moswetain Brook, Radiwont Park, Moantsin Torews, Altamont, Drswlaped and Oiffied by the Jomisem Compatnict, 1929,
myﬂkminghmimlihnqﬂuhjmmlmq:ﬁnﬁmﬂﬁuamdnmmﬂmdmlﬂz?ﬁtcwm“-mﬂu[mspmzd
be erads. Proposed rowds and briclle trads were comseructed as shown oot this mag deewn by the Manaing firm,

JEFFERSOMN COUNTY

UBDIVISION OF JEMISON & CO. LANDS

B mTE AT PSS EESATE, S T TR fe T T

MOUNTAIN BROOK 1826 - 1929

-

EITY OF BOUNHTAIN BR00K

Scale: 1" = 1,500 Feet (1:18000)
J..'\Eﬂ? !,I'?:'t.'l -i_.?m IS.TJ T.t!l:l

9,000 B
i |

i 2,58 5MKY 7500

viap compliation shows chronological relosse of propeory for subdivision. The historic secvor mups wene degwn by 1H. Glander, Jr.uz s
of 1"= 100" wirh the exception of che Brechwood Road map thar i3 by F.M. Shepard, Warren Manning sited and deew the general plans fo
chingg acadeny and the club peaperey. All plins ate held in the Jemison Papers ar the BPL Archives. Section geometty, topography, and

al fearuren from GIS date suppled by che Jefferson County Office of Land Development, 2009, Contaars every 100 feec. What Jemison & Company Bullt by 1929, wish drawings showing

camemuiity amsenmes and subsdivisan sequence: MALS o, A1-2 Shiet 7,

WL TAIN BROOK PARKWAY AT CAHABA RO&D

intain Brook Estates, 420 acres, the Overbrool Jefferson County Estates _ 1,4 bl ding By the time stock and real estate marlkets crashed in late 1929,

es Parcel that was purchased from a single owner, and company that alsa developed recreational facilities %, Jemison & Co. had implemented much F"ﬂhe General Plan
rional lands areuired to make the Manning plan wock. Riding Academy, 22 acres, 1928 3 for Mountain Brook, shown ot page 26, The "Community
Mountain Brook Estates, November 1926 @ * “ 3 Amenities” drawing, to the center far left, shows that most roads
Mountain Brook [Counery] Club, : and amenities in the western parlion of the new district had
Newe Gantiay Liab-Secwos. Mg 1987 el = Eﬂ already been buill. Planned roads in the eastern section had been
Fairway Sector, February 1928 lands pur- ":_i E E extended as bridle trails only, and not concrete roads.
Wackins Brook Sector, Mo. 2, May 1928 chased after the planning process began and o -li The map “Subdivision of Jemison & Co, Lands]” right,
Cantetbury Sector and Blocks 2 & 4, the vaion expanded, _g i lists the chronalogical rélease of subdivision plats until 1936,
Mountain Brook Village, September 1928 @ Dell Road Sector, October 1928 5 E 1i Construction in the ares resumed decades later in the 19505
Kilby Sector, January 1929 (LD Proposed General Plan, March 1929 E g1 and 1960s.
) ) Heechiwood Road Sector. Novesber 1936 - £ The historic pho lpgr.iphs and maps on the following pages
hland Sector, May 1928, 338 acres including the @ 1 aive an impression of what the newly buill community and its

ﬂmnmﬁhﬁeﬁ?ﬁfg :};n;s&ﬂiﬂ? o amenities looked like in the 1920z and 19305,
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ROADS, BRIDGES, AND ENTRANCE WAYS BUILT BY 1929

rustic stone-veneer bridges and entrance ways of locally quarried stone; and brown wooden
signs—improvements that stood in harmony with the natural environment. New roads

were surfaced with concrete, and drve ways with crushed slag,

Mountain Brook’s intricate system of roads, bridges, trails, and entrances was planned
by a highly skilled team of professionals—landscape architects, engineers; and real estate
experts, Their design strategies ensured smoothly paved, sensitively planned, scenic roads;

AN
"':f’ Botanical

Gardens)

Us5.31) 4

LOCATION MAP
Showing  Meauniain  Heask
Countey Club grounds and
Ha  direction  and distance
from Down Town Birming.
ham, The main nrteries of
traval from the Huiness DHa-
téiet 1o the Clob s dical.

od by heawy blnck linea,

General Location Map for Mountain Brook, Redmont Park, Mountain Terrace, and Altamont.

Colored wash by Epbert Hars, ‘Warran H, Manring Ofices Inc.. Mountoin By Cluf, BRI Archeses.

ABOVE: View Along Mountain Brook Parkway. Protegranh 1906, Mavntain frook fxfetes, 1927 DL bechodes

ABOVE, LEFT: Entrance Way to Mountain Brook, rhategraph 1925, The Jewisen Magaziee, s uary 1928, BRI Archacs,

LEFT; Eﬁﬂgﬂ at Entrance to Wathkins Brook Sector. Photograph 1928, The femtian Mogaging, June 1928 BPL Archives




RIDING ACADEMY
AND TRAILS :
BUILT BY 1929 s

Bridle trails were nol @ common featare of Manning ~ il et F l‘r L'&L _ ..L I i
subdivisions, However, lemison wanted horseback e
riding included in the program as it was a popolar spoel
among prospective ol purchasers, Manning r.:zs]mndnd
by designing a Riding Academy Lo stable more than 100
horses, @ show fnk;, and miles of "wonderful woondland
parks)” gorgeously set into the land. The stables were
operating by late 1927 and the bridle trails marked

and functioning by fall 1928 when the Manning firm
produced the trail map, below.
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Aerial View, Mourntain Brook Riding Academy.
thosograph Noyomber 1927, The Jemion Magenng, Apeii 1529 BFL Archived,

ABOVE, RIGHT: Trail Riders at Golf Links Bridge.
Phidograph 19209, The fermisan Wagizing, laniery 1929, BPL Archiles,

RIGHT: On the Bridle Paths. protograph 1938, The demison
fbanasine Aupndd 1028 BPL Archives.
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Mountain Brook Bridle Trails Mlp. Traill system desgned by Warren Manpmg-& Associates. Map preparod by | M. Glander, dr, Enginees Published by The lemson Companie, December 1, 2924, BPL Archives



Aerial View from Red Mountain to Shades Mountain Across the
Construction Site at Mountain Brook Village. rhotogrant 1927 8L Archives.
Hed Mountain Park, the site of woday’s zoo and botanical pardens,
appears al the edge of the village, in the foreproumd, In the center,
Montevallo and Canterbury Boads are aved from the village
circle into the adjoining residential area. Cenrer 1o right, Cababy Road
Lravels al the edge of the village, passing the Rushton fce Howse and
the Riding Academy, af the far right, before heading o Mountain
Brook Parkoway, mof shown, A farmhouse ocoupies the lalure site of
Mountain Brook Elementary School,
'\Iui{ Ihu dnp channel leading to Watking Creele at the lefl edge
i d, lower center of the photograph. Jemisons
ized the creek to form the castern I..d."l.. of the
le.u{' Ti'n. open space, af fhe bottom lefl, is the Sanguinetti farm, site
of thn? Lane Parke project in 2013

LEFT: Mountzin Brook Estates Building, Under Construction.
PFhotopraph Nowmbar 23, 1924, BPL Archams, Bult by lomesnn & Co,

COMMUNITY AMENITIES UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND BUILT BY 1929
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Mountain Brook Court [Apartments]. eactapraph 1929 First Unit, Mountain Brook [Elementary] School. pastagraph 1922 Opening Day, Martha Washingtan Candy Shap.

4D e femson Mmgooire, Novemiber 1525 BPL Archives, Bullt by BT Thir Jempison Magoins; Movermber 1925, BPLArchives. BUST by Jemison & Co Photograph Sugust 1908, The demsen Mogoone, August 1828, BPL archeaos




Aerial View from Pine Ridge to Shades Mountain Across the Future
Site of the Mountain Brook Club Golf Course. photograph 1927, BPL drchives.
From nght (o center leff, then right amd {eff, Leeds Road snukes up Shades
sted a resort and hotel adize

s Road, al the crest of Shades Mountain high above ¢ odplaim,
The resort and associated golf course were in the desig e when this
aerial photograph was made, Both a hotel and & clubbowse are shown
ona March plan {see g 4 Only the clubhouse and golf course
wiuld be built, forming wdays Mountain Brook Club, which was
completed by 1924,

At center left, @ small road extends, leff, through the ridge to the

site of Lthe Irondale Purnace ruins. Ina letter of July 5, 1927, Manning

lake he

i public park—a sug

I this pho Creck wriggles its fleadplain

benefit of th ed holding pond and before its reconfiguration as

ABOVE: “The Old Mill-Tea Room and Club House.”

Fhotograph by the Birminghasm Chamber of Commroe, 19300 BPL

Archives. Built by |

LEFT: Mountain Brook Club, South Fagade. rhoiograph by

i e Buikdinrg Mews, Bonl 1931




HOMES BUILT BY 1929

To encourage development of the country homes distriet,
lemison & Co, ran extensive local and national adversing,
revived Its sales magarine, The feniison Magazine, and siled,
constructed, and sold al least ten residences.

Ihe firm hired the distinguished photographiers Tebbs-Knell
of New York, New York, to make the photograph, pictured lefi,
of the Larkin House, one of the first of the *modd” homes
compteted and gorgeous!y sited amidst a grove of owering (rees,
This photograph was submitted in an architectural competition.
More important to the femison & Co sales team than the
architectural acclaim, the exquisitely planned setting, ar the

beautification of the property with shrubbery was the fact

that the residence sold guickly, within & month of its offering
in 1927

Model House and Grounds, 2633 Canterbury Road. photogragh 1837,
Tha Sermieon Fograing, lenuery 1578, BFL Archives, Bullt by lem&son & Co
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Model House and Grounds, Home of James 5. Larkin, 2737 Southwood Road. phascgagh by Tebas-Knell, inc., New Yark, New fork,
Movember 1927, The fomisan Mogazine, lenmsry 1838 BPL Archives: Built by Jomuson & Co,

The phiotograph was alse exhibited by its anchitect, Tesse W, Green, in the Southern Architectural and Induslrial Arts
Exposition in Memphis, Tennessee,

Home of R. 1. Stockham, 2864 Balmoral Road. rroscersah 1930,

Tie demvson Mogoreine, lonsery 1550, BPL Archives.

Home of Mrs. G. B. McCermach, 2948 Mountain Brook Parkway. rhategranh 1928, The lemison Mogesins, dugus 1918 Home of W. G. Patterson House, 2924 Southwood Road.
a2 BPL Archives Phozograph B30, The femison Aagaaing, Januany 1930, BPL Archives,
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Model House and Grounds, Home of W. L. Sturdivant, Estate 61, 3266 Dell Road.
Phofograph 1928, The semeison Mogezisd, Merch 1528 BPL Archives, Bullt-by Jemison & Co,

=

Mountain Brook Estates. suroyors Pist by ). H Glander, Ir. Frgneen, Warch 1925, BPL Archeves,

Jemison & Cao. officials starred | H. Glander’s 1929 engineering survey to indicate
lots sold and used other markings to show compleled construction of houses,
commercial baildings, bridges. the riding academy, the school, and the ML Yernon
replica; estafe 4, with its old mill, Mountain Brook Estates inclodes six sectors
subdivided from November 1926 to January 1929 on the origimal 420 acres that
Jemison & Co. purchased in 1925, together with the Bearden, Watkins, and Kilby
lands purchased after lot sales for the mitial sector began: (For a defineation of the
sectors, see page 37} Not shown on the plat, above, are those lands being developed
as home sites for Jemisen’s investors along Cherokes Road, the Dell Road Sector,
and the tands assembled as lefferson Couniry Estates (portions of the future
Cherokee Bend and Brookwaod Forest areas of Mountain Brook).
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Section peodnetry, soreets, Jow, and topographic daea for Sections 2, 3, 4. 8,9, 10 and 16:a12 derived from Gengraphic
Birmingham, Alshams (2007), Secnon geometry, seeeets, ko, and topagraphic dara for Secrions 4 and 5 are derived from USGE 7.5 minure ropographic quad

°  Planned access roads (never built)

_ boundary
Scanned 1929 general plans
Crriginal lectered parcels (1926)
Parcel lines (1997/98, 2005, 2007)
Existing access roads (2007), righrs-of-way
Exisring access roads (2007), designed and  bule
berween 1926 and 1929
Awecess roads (original concrete paving and
cross section in 2011)

Reservations (public/private parks) (1929 and 2007)

Bridges builr berween 1926 and 1929

Encrances

Existing reails or traces thereof (2011}, planned and
buile as bridle trails by Dec. 1, 1928

Briclle trails larer turned into roads

Bridle trails later demolished

Remaining community buildings and showhouses,
built between 1926 and 1929

Watercourses @ Springs

Topographic lines {elevations in feet above sea level)

Secrion lines Tem. Seolon. LdSec 11650

Site section line (for site sections see Sheet 5)

ic Informarion System files of the Jefferson County Office of Land Development,

rangles Birmingbam North

{1997, Trondale (1998), Cababa Feights (19983, and Birminglam Sourh {1957 beuﬂl-ufﬂimlha:ham Coanery Clab fin Section §}are derived from "Dhsszics Showring (Hi

Club, Mountain Brook Countey Clab, Red Mountaln Park, Eedmont Park, Rockhouse Circle,
Ridsig Acwdemy” prepared for the Jemison Companies by J.H. Glandes, Jr, Civil Engineer [1927], Details of Mounrain Brook Estares, Mounrain Brook Country Club, apd aress 1o the ortheass (in Sec-
tione 2, 3, 4, and 10} are derived Fom "Mountan Brook Land Company. March 1929, JH. Glansler, Je. Eagineer, Jomisan & Company, Agons” Parcel lines in Sections 4 and 5 from "Mountain Broek
Zoning Districes” prepared by the Begional Planning Commission of Greater Biteningharm

oninjzhaiti) CMnEy
Park, Mountain Brook Eszates, Mounmin Brook Villuge, rain Brook Lend Co. dnd the

(RPCY, January 2005,

‘This map superimposes thr
Company's sector maps for Mo
anel bridie trails buile by Jemis
cent arca-wide topographic ma
far a claser look ar che final pla
mented (a5 outlined on sheet 7
grity of the original plan in 200

As shown by the overlay, o
Jemison & Company in the lan
major part of the original loc 5
the old bridle trails line today’s
the golf course. Most other tra
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the Birmingham Zoo in the 19
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IN BROOK, 2009
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¢ historic layers: scans of Jemison &
untain Brook (1926-1929), the roads

on & Company by 1929, and a re-

p (1997-2007). The overlay allows

nof 1929, and how it was imple-

) as well as an overview of the inte-

19,

e road system planned and baile by

: 19205 seill exises voday, as does the

mstem. Trails following the roures of
recreational areas, Jemison Park and

Is disappeared with the development

shkewood Porest residential areas and

505 and 1960s.

in the 1950s and was replaced by

elopment. Mountain Brook Village

s nriginal small-scate characrer, The

ildings remiin, the oldest being the

Mountain Brook Estates bmll:lmg M 2801- Eﬁ-ﬂj Cahaba Road, It is
listed in the Mational Register of Historic Places.

While Warren Manning's carefully designed framewark of roads
and green spaces remains today, amenities have been adjusted vo
match modern requirements for craffic flow, stormwater manage-
ment, and recreation, The main theoughfares Mountain Brook
Parkway and Cherokes Road were widened, and except for the few
instances, ihown an the map, the original concrete pavement was re-
placed or covered with asphale. Consequently, most bridges were
widened and veneered with sandstone to match che original
bridges,

The original grid of roads and green spaces along with views of
the landscape, the stone bridges, and entrances still shape the
Mountain Brook experience, The designed landscape sets the srage
for the eclectic mix of homes baile in distiner architecrural scyles
from the development's inception in 1926 o this day. The follow-
ing plans take a phorographic inventory of 2 selecrion of these roads
and highlight Wagen Manting's mascerly design,

of historic and corrent maps, hisoric map ncles and borders were removed. The individioal secrors are not deli-
| lines. Due to the distortion of the original ink on linen drawings {introduced by aging and moisture), the

ons 2, 3, 4, 9, and 10, does nor fir evenly the Public Land Survey System secrion geometry established in the
st fit." Historic roads not within the Jemison & Company project area are not shown,

et (1:7200)
1,004 4,00

Kibeika, 2012,

Jr., Birgil

Rihard K. A

1926- 1929

MOUNTAIN BROOK

s e ———
FETTES BTATES S0 ETEEET 08 TN SRR

WOUNTAIN BRDOS RECORDING PROUECT

Intagrity of the Plan for Mountain Broak, 2009, 1208 e 41-2 Sheet &

The map, at left, demonstrates thal Mountain Brook’s criginal
road and green space system, as planmed by Warren Manning
and built for Jemison & Co. in the 19205, 50l exists today. The
high inlegrity to the original plan i revealed through the averlay
of historic maps and current GIS data.

The five HALS sheets that fallow, together with associated
acrial and large-format photographs, reveal Mountain Brook
as it exists today, Inclading the roads, amenilies. and other
[eatures that were part of the 19205 plan. These pages show the
individualized treatment of neighborhoods within the Mountain
Brook landscape as developed by Jemison & Co. They provide an
overview of the careful routing of mads and of the thought fully
planned views and vistas.
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ar the residences set back

generously along the parkway and dlevated on gently sloping

lawns, Two elabarate entrance gates,

stane-veneer bridges. and
ngs—the Tutwiler Estate

=

Mountain Brook Parkway, the main through route of the
Floodplain-and road set the stage [

residential districl, is characterized by ils location on the valley

por Separating the restdences al the base of the ridge from
Jemison Park, the parovay meanders along the creck with views

of the floodplain opening and retracting.
and the O1d Mill—are focated on the parkway.

the prominent estate and scenic buildi

Mountain Brook Parkway, HaLS ho. AL-2 Sheel 3.
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MOUNTAIN BROOK
PARKWAY

untain Brook Parkway was planned Lo be the main thoroughfare
of the development. Leaving Cahaba Boad—the main artery to
ay proceeds

Tob and Leeds Boad, then

OPPOSITE: Mountain Brook Parkway. acral photegraph by John Withen, 2013, 5H5
A the base of Shades Mountain sits the Mt Vernon replica, baliom
ght ine the photograph. The open space in the distance, fopfeft, Is the
If course of Mountain Brook € Vi 3

Toe: 2801 Mountain Brook Parkway. raciogoph by Jot Lowo, 2013 HALS No, AL-2-8.
Other than the ML Vernon replica, pictured F
s om one side only of the parkway, This pl
r superb home sites with 1ot lines running up the ri
homeowners and motorists have excellent views,

CENTER: Mountain Brook Parkway, Pedestrian Path, and Shades Creek.

Photograph by ot Law 13, HALS Mo, AL-2B
The parkway hugs the base of Bald Ridge, to the left, providing

mdximum open space for recreation in the foodplain

goTToM: The Old Mill, 2780 Mountain Brook Parkway. rhotograph oy

2013, HALE Mo, AL-2-0

asurements and @

phial e Washington’s ML Vernon mill, with the
i thiat such a mill coul comme the first unit of Mowntain

grisl mill and |*Eil.|.'|:-
few struclure’s ing ;
a coniumnunity center and sates office for the subdivision. Maning
reered the pew use for old mills, converting his 1640 Massachuselis
o i Washington, DG,
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While Warren Manning sited residences, roads, and amenities, Birmingham landscape
architect William Kessler sited the "drive ways)” as they were called in the 19205, and
local civil engineer |, H. Glander, Jr. laid them carefully iolo the lerrain, withoul use of
equipment. The house site and drive locations were often written
s lis the property. These photographs, made along the parkway
pusly designed, and beawtifully maintained, “diseppearing” drives. & brick edge

often defines these magnificent drives,
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OPFFOSITE 2700 Mountain Brook Parkway. rthetegraph by ot Lows, 1013 HALS Mo, M-1.7,
ABOVE: 3000 Mountain Brook Parkiway. rhoscgrph by Jor Lowe, 2003, HALS Mo, 81-1-13,

SELOW, LEFT AND RIGHT. 2900 Moumtain Brook Parkway. phowgrapns by et Lowe, 2013, HALS Ko, AL-2-11
and &L-2-10
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MOUNTAIN BROOK CLUB
Sited by Warren Manning on a ledge overlooking the foodplain, elevarion 600 feer, and
upstream planned for the property of George Gordon Crawford was intended 1o
withheld upstream floodwraters headed LI'IIEIJE].‘I the g\ul‘Fl:-nurs: site.

crest of Shades Mountain, elevacion 1,100 feet, and designed by Aymar Embory 11 in che
Regency style, the clubhouse is intended o appear as a large, decidedly Souchern residence,
The meandering of the creek across the low-lying floodplain passed throogh 2 retencion pond

for floodwarer :ultncﬂnmﬂonl!pdnﬁsnmchmndud inco the creek and a swimming poal. A

large

Lg

5, dalel’
%Eéi’%\ggg
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siadst
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Gaif Liks Bridge, erassing ube golf voarss 1y Cherwhve Haad.

Manmtatn Bryok Clab, 19 Beochused Road,

FETORRD A e W o0 A
LAMOSOARCE EURYIDY
AL- 3

Al phsgography on this shees were made by Birgis Kibelka exceti ay otberwise nosed,

amm 4t e AT —

MOUNTAIN BROOK 18926 - 1829

CITY CF MOUNTAIN BROOK

B.&Eﬂ Kibelka, 2012,

MOUNTAN BERD0K NECOROING FROJECT

i
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| WCHIITAN ERCA RIS AT Gl A, PO

TR, Ea
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Overbrook and Beachwood Roads. a5 e, AL-2 Sheet 10

In contrast to Mountain Brook Parkway, which traveds creckside
along the valley floor, Overbrook and Beechwood Roads rse
gently along the adivining rdges,

Uwerbrook Road meanders above Shades Creek at the edge of
the steep face of Shades Mountain, [t then hugs the ridge where it
meets the Mountain Brook Club goll course, affording the driver
beautiful views throughout the valley. Beechwood Road skillfully
accesses a challenging ridge, providing irregular lits and many
home sites with views across the club property.
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COwvarbrook Road Bridge and Entrance at Mountain Brook Parkway and Pine Ridge Road.

HA&LS Mo, AL-3-17,

OVERBROOK ROAD

Owerbrook Koad leads from Mouniain Brook Parkway to Beechwood

and Cherokee Roads, passing the open space that is Mountain Brook

Club. v o the
long the 7

residences are visible, io ¢re right, atop the ridy ‘

Shades Creek’s low-lving loodplain unfit for residences bul perfect

for recreation and gelf; a game that, as played in the 19215, tolerated

oecastonal overflows ol the creek,

OPPOEITE: Overbrook Road Leading to Mountain Brook Club,

Weatham, 2003 BHS

ABOVE: Dvarbrook Roed Bridge. rhotagraph by Jet Lowe, 2013, HALS Mo, AL-2-18.
Built in the siyle of éarly twentieth-century bridges that carried horse-
dran vehicles

mative sieme.

steme was quarried nearby. The archway

ridersand pedestrians exploring the woedlan

LEFT: Historic Bridle Trail Along Overbrook Road and Shades Creek,
Phslograph By lel Lo, 3013, HALS No, AL-7-19.
Obscured by the early spring foliage, restdences are set into the

tof the read and frail, One side only of the

adfeining ri
roud is subdivided for reside ving their owners, mol
pedestrians

srgeous views along Shades Creek. Pli s maintained
that valley lots such as these at the T00-{; )
moevement advantages of the crest while being sheltered from the
cold winter winds,




AROVE: Modntain Brook Club with Shades Creek Flowing
Across the “Brook Nine.”

Aenal Fhotograph by Jokn Wathes, 20130 BHS.

TOR, LEFT: Overbrook Road Ascending the Ridge and Giving
Views of the “Brook Nine” of the Golf Course.

Photeproph by jet Lowe, 20013, HALS Mo, AL-2-75,

CENTER, LEFT: View Across the “Brook Nine” to Overbrook Reoad
As It Climbs the Adjacent Hillside.

Photeproph by Jet Lowe, 2003 HALS &

BOTTOM, LEFT; View from Beechwood Road Bridge Across
Shades Creek into Jemison Park.
Protopraoh by et Lowe, 2013, HALS Mo, AL-2-21.

RIGHT: Approach to the Club House from Beschwood Road.

P groob by et Lowe, 200131 HALS No. AL-1-73;
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MOUNTAIN BROOK CLUB

As general planner for Monntain Brook, Warren Manning selected the

spectacular site of Mountain Brook Cluls, routing the roads—Beechwood,
Cherokes, Leeds (which was actually re-routed), and Overbrook—to form
the clab praperty. He also used the topography of the setling (o shape the
surrpunding residentiol areas.

The original plan called for a goll resort and hotel 1o be located on
the Shades Mountain crest. However, in April 1928, Leeds Road was not
selected as the route for the Bankhead Highwayv-105; 78 and Jemison and
his ir vs epled for 4 private clul and golf course, Manning chose u new
site for the club house, and investors paid to redesign the course to make the
new plan work. The noted golf course r, Domald Koss, planned the
oS,

To design the dub house, Jemison commissioned Avmar Embury 1,
d leading national architect then s lizing in country clubs, Embury

desioned 1t toa ountry House,” Its builders called the style
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m its intersection al Overbroak Raad before descending to
inte a natural drainage channel, with

ssidences generously set back anto the adjoining ridges, giving

e
1
re
|I-l.
st
fy

fil

meowners views ol the goll course und of distant ridges in

Shades Valley. Placement of residences along the ridges and
fentation of views is noted on the October 1428 plal, on the

elevatfon 870 feel to S0 feet. The road gracefully rises
faciyg page.

Ihe [xell Road residential ared lies o a series of ridges,

Therakee Road. It s set

Dell Road. Hawsmo AL-2 Sheet 11
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AEOVE: Asral View of “The Mountain Nine” of the Mountain Brook Club
Golf Course. asral photograph by Iohn Wathen, 2013, BHS,

The Mounlain Brook Club golf course lies 4t the base of Dell and Cherokee
Rovads, fo fie right and left, i this photograph. Thisview looks into "the Dell?
fop. In the distance, al the base-of Shades Meuntain, lies the city of Homewood,

LEFT: Golf Links Bridpe. rhotograph oy Jos Lowe, 2013 HALS Moo &1-2:27

Owverbrook Road crosses this bridge, which is also seen, center right, in the
and 39,




DELL ROAD

Road and residences are beautifully integrated into the complex
combination o natural features along Dell Read. To set the lone
for the unigoe home sites in this neighborhood, JTemison & Co
built two model homes along Dell Road {at 3266 an

Herad). The firm also hired & forester o clear des

prospective homeowners of the 19205,

LEFT: Dell Road Rising Following the Matural Drainage Channels.
Phatograoh by Sot bowe, 3130 HALS Mo, AL-3-34.

From its inlersection at Overbrook Road, Dell Road rises through
what Jemison publicists described, sccurately, as "a forested cathedral”

BOTTOM, LEFT: View from Cherokee Road As Dell Road Rises to s
High Paint, Passing the Dell, on the rght. Photogsaan by et Lowe, 2013,
HALE Mo, 4235,
i this view, the model residence butht by Jemison &
ol

Charokea Road, Passing the Dell, on the left. rha
MALS Mo L2365
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AL-3

HIETOMIC AMETITAH

L b B LB

CHEROKEE ROAD PROFILE

&Efemw:rﬂh&ﬂdhamdﬂmm.lmm:ﬁnmﬂmmmbndm efferaon County serial photographs taken in 2007,
ey ~a % -._. AL ar Rl R T . ial e L N I_ iy " 5

Al pharagraphs om thir shest were made by Birgis Kibelka except ar atberuise noed.

JEFTERSON GOUNTY

P i, S Lt 8 e L R L A A, S, Saee SR e, ARG e e, A8 G o EmE—

MOUNTAIN BROOK 1926 - 1929

CHTY 0F MCRHNT AR BROCK

RN R R BRRT RO POERE aRG
400m

3: Cherokee Road clings to the
norch face of Shades Mountain as jt
presents broad views of distanc

400 8OO%

Raobest Jemisan, Jr. oo Warreh Manning,

Novemnber 14, {927

0

mountains and valleys I'.h:D'L‘IEh the

privacy of the orert rires.”
clearings in the trees.

o by
CUNTAIN BAOOK PARRWAY AT CAHRBA ROAD

B . B

Richard K. Andersin, Jr., Birgit Kibelka, 2012,

HOUNTAIN BROCH AECORMNG PACUECT

Vs Hbrogh 196 pap o Musmetair Broak Gl art 3145 Cheradber.
Vis. adomg e gaifcomrse s 3435, 3435, 3475 Choradee.
Rt saterap alomg oby wmadd ar 1475 Cherabve.

Cherokee Road. Hals to AL2 Sheer 12,

Cherokee Road links today’s US, 280 and Old Leeds Road.
Manning originally suggested building a boulevard atop the
cresl of Shades Mountain, Howeveor, Jemison would not permmit
the proposed boulevard to disturb the privacy of the investor’s
estates. Hence, Manning designed Cherokee Road al mid slope,
actessing the grandes| of the proposed estates with drives, bolh
bebow and above the road.

The location of Cherokee Road ot mid slope and the gim
for privecy of the lergest estates characterize this through route
of Mountain Brook: Afler leaving the wide views into the golf
course near Old Leeds Road, the road rises, and residences are
far removed from view while the road curves amid the nomerous
knolls along the northwestern face of Shades Mountain, A
meandering journey takes the motonst through o mountaineus
[orest landscape,
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CHEROKEE ROAD

Cherokee Road hugs the middle reaches of Shades Mountain as it ascends
and desc ently twisting and curving and creating spectacular views
s, Warren Manning planned this road Lo access
s of the investors in the Mountain Brook development, none of
d restrictions on these estates

ot the lands alon

CPPOSITE: Aerial View of 2942 and 2964 Chercokee Road. pratograph by fnm Wathos

2009, BHE:

aph shows Cherokes Road at its high point, where it winds

; gramily 15 dlown the
slope, furiher o the ( 5.2 928 ar 1929, bro Crawfond
and Allen Johnson purch

Che 1,000 ad $0)-
Johnsoen residence, e
Shacles Mountains bluils drop

ABOVE: Views from 3032 [top] and 2964 [bottom)] Cherokee Road, Elevation
800 Feet, Across Shades Valley to Red Mountain. roe Ll
HALS M, AL-3-38 ard At

ABOVE, RIGHT. Cherokes Road g to Its High Point, Elevation 1,000 Feet
at 2942 Cherokee Road. 0 3. HUALS P -2-38.

CENTER, RIGHT: Cherokee Road Curving Down Shades Mountain, photograph by
Jat Lowe, DF13. HALS B, A 0,

BOTTOMN, RIGHT. Cherokee Road Entrance Way at Cahaba Road-U.5. 280,
Elevation 800 Feet. rherograph by lotbowe, 2013 HALS Mo, AL-3-37
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cliffs

distinc-
the

o
puntain Brook

REBTORDT AMIERICARN
AL-2

LAMDSCANCS SURVDY

Mountain.
homes were among the firet lots in

and goOIEEous Views

hads

e

The residences ser along the ridges and
kenolls above Shades Creek and che parkoway,
ar elevarions 740 to 760 feet on the low side
and 800 feet on the high side, enj
sold elsewhere (there being no public trans-
portacion to the new development), Jemison
told his salesmen o call all Mouncain Brook
property “estares.” Hence Mountain Brook
Estares became well identified with the first

portions of Jemison & Co.'s
Guilford, and Southwood Foads are locared

When they sold for less than lots chen being
in the area seill known as Mountain Brook

3056 Soutbavosd Reid at s inteesaciion with Hartings Rndd
Mountan Brock offered for sale in 1926,

i,
012 Sonchwwed Fxad, carsting 7o Miscrtaia Brook Furksiay.

ta be marketed and sold. Canterbury,

Hive set

All phosagraphs an thir sheet weve made by Birgit Kibelka eccept as stherwine moted.
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CITY OF MOUNTALK BROOR

Magp s a decail clipped fram Sheet 8. See Sheet 8 for detaled legend and soatces, Locatsans for resddences are based oo Jelferson County sedal photographs taken dn 2007

LEGEND Phota Location: r@ Besidence: B9 Bridge: O Enttan:fs:..‘

(Tutwiler Escatel

MCLINTARN BROOK PARKIWAT AT CAHARA ROAD

EATESRL waa gawTe

Bﬁ;ﬂ' Kibrelboe, 2012,

MCLUIT AR BRCOR RECONDTNG PROSEST

. ar
|

Village Center, Canterbury and Surrey Roads, Guilford and
Southwood Roads. st al-g shee s

For the General Plan, Manning suggested that o village and

a civic center be buill incentral locations at opposite ends of
the residential district to provide residents with services, Only
today’s Mountain Brook Village made it into the fingl version of
the General Flan. Four of its English Tudor style buildings were
built by 1829, defining the character of the village.

The adjoining portion of this rlatively flal arca was
subdivided into smaller lots, giving young families the possibility
todive close to the clementary school, also built at the time,

The neighborhood along Guilford and Southwood Roads
provides an example of Manning’s residential design [or the
lewer ridges af the new residential subdivision. Numerous knaolls
and gullies along these ridges determined the routing of roads
and the siting of the residences. Each home inds its anique and
suftable spot within the topography, the largest lots being the
omes for residences atop the ridge lines,

&7






THE VILLAGE
NEIGHBORHOOD

level in the relatively flat area, Jemison’s team platted a commercial village and close-by
ol Watkins
of the village, Four bridges extend roads
into the adjoining neighborhood—subdivided in 1927 and 1928 as the New Couniry
Cluh, Fairway, Watkins Brook, and Canterbury Seclors, Each sector included lnop or
circuit roads, o planning feature fvored by Manning

T0F, LEFT: Canterbury Road Extending from the Village to Cambridge Road. sl chotograps

by Iohan Wather, 2003, BHS,

BOTTOM, LEFT. The Canterbury—Surrey Road Loop. seqal photogroah by Jonn Wathen, 2018, BHE

Canterbury Road Entrance at Montevallo Road. Paeiograph by ot Lows, 2015 HALS Mo AL-3-47.
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THE VILLAGE CENTER

A New Englander, Warren Manning proposed for Mountain Brook the concept of small village centers to provide

services for residents ol the surrounding neighborhoods, just as Engflish villages had done for English manors

shopping area

ABOVE; Aerial View of the Village Center, Looking Across Shades Valley and the Village Neighborhoods,
Acrial phatograph by Joha Wathen, 2013, 8HE,

Wiatkins Branch drains Re
Club gc
neizh

Mountain’s southern Hlank, top left, The creek flows across the Birmingham Country

ourse, around the village, to Shades Creek at Mountain Brook Parkway, Pictured here are the residential
warhoods extending eastward along Montevallo, Canterbury, and Heathermoor Roads, Mountain Brook
Elementary School is seen, hotiom right. Breaking the tree ling, in the distarnice, are the spires of Mountain Braok Baptist
Church, center, and Canterbury United Methodist Church, righs,

RIGHT: View of the Villaga Circle at the Intersection of Cahaba, Montevalla, and Canterbury Roads.
fersal pholograph by John Watber, 2013 BHE.
Cahaba Road runs, lop fefr 1 tom right, Montevallo Road aintersects, center left fo fop right. Meuntain Brook

Shopping Center, along 1, was built in the 19505
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Mountain Brook Estates Building (1928-1929), 2801-2805 Cahaba Road. potagraph by det Lowe, 3003, HALS He. A1-2-53, Bulll by Jeme
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SOUTHWOOD ROAD

Mountain Brook Estates, the initial sector platted in November 1926, sited residences alike. Each estate has distinetive natural features and views. Expertly designed drives
onte Bald Ridge at B0-fool levels, Homes were sited on both sides of the road, with and berms conceal parking pads and automobiles, Because the road is sunken, itis
irregular lot lines providing individualized home sites such that hardly two lols are oot visible from the residences,

3 "A“'“"-.‘.I..,I; "
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2716 Southwood Road and Its Disappearing Drive Way. rhotogmaph by Jet Lows, 2013 HALS Ha, AL2-18
T2
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2737 Southwood Road, the Larkin House, a “Model Home" Sited on Its On Knoll. reengraps by 2749 Southwood Road, with Berm Hiding the Parking Area. rrosograph by Ief Lows, 2013
Jet Lo, 2003, HALS o AL-2-13 HALS Mo, &l-<3-1,




ﬁPPENDIX

lefferson County Estates Inc. lalun&ard Key Sheet.
 Suruey af Pertion of Townsaips T-17-5, | 8 T18-5, R-2W, Warren H,

ared unr.‘hr *.!lld‘f for subclhfiﬁhm in the 1920s. Hﬂuﬁl
features—rucks, swamps, lakes and ponds, woods or
thickets—were also routlnely i_m:ﬂh.ﬂed in preparation
for subdivision. Manning was a “resource-based”
planner; that is, nalural features informed, underpinned.
and guided his planning decisions,
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Ty é} Jefferson Country Estates, A Summary
. o 5| ofthe Studies Made on Sept 15-16-
i =y ﬂ: 17-18 on the Ground with Messr's
R # "~.;‘ Al Franke-Kessler-Glandar and \Warren H.
) ‘_-"u,, e 1 : Manning. warren H. Marining Gitces, inc, Pan Ne
o .;:T‘ ‘.-.'T.:.' RS, 1534:256-1, Sept 18, 1927, 8PL Archives.
T i This hand-drawn sketch shows possible
- : parkways accessing lands in loday’s
i Brookwood Forest and Cherokee Bend
neighborhoods of Mountain Brook:

The sludy is presented as a statement.

of four persons; Jemisen & Co/s real
estale man, landscape architect, and civil
engineer anid Manning, the out-of-1own-
consullant.

The estates of Jemison & Cok
investors, lofd, B CD, and B on
this mapr, 4 resort holel site; and a
village are proposed for the Shades
Mountain crest. Manning suggests that
the neighborheod commercial center
b accessed by Leeds and Brookwood
Roads. A lake and a goll course appear
in the Shades Creek {loodplain,

i sy Bz (4
i S ﬁ
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atrrzwq"r‘imum‘ ESTATES I,
S LRI M - KL BB

SATUDY Fok RONDS ELOTS

WEALTN HOWMIRHG OFTCELS B ORGP RIS

AN AP D e N (U
CRMOEIGE - Mkss Y
1NN 2NTe 1 RAMC&C1SEH

HALS fea.-AL-2- 26,

Planned o be & wide parkway linking the proposed v

Plan Mo 153540349, August §, 1928 BRL Archives.

subdivision. A the Hme, Manning was working with

conservalion Lrusts,

enable 1 public body to own and manage these resery
new leglsiation was to bea national model Ffor encournging developers Lo donate private lands (o

Asove: lefferson Country Estates inc. Birmingham, Alabama, Study for Roads and Lots.
Wiasren HL Marung Offices, g, Plen Mo, 1536-337-10, March & 1028, BPL Aithived

Made six months later, this study of the Jemison, Crawtorl, and Yates properties diminates several of
the roads sugeested in the plan above, as well as the "village” on the Shades Mountain crest,

LEFT; Fuller's Creek and 3429 and 3432 Brookwood Parkway [Road]. protograph by let Lows, 2013

illage area to Cahaba-Pumphouse Road [today's

15, 280], Brookwood was built as a bridle trail in the 1920s,

FOLLOWING PAGES: Mountain Brook Land Co. Tentative General Plan MNo. 2. warren H, Manaing 0%ees e,

This plain was colored tn 1928 (o highlight proposed reservations of scenie land along all creeks in the

lemison's lawver Lo create legislation that would
ations without incurring ad vilorem laxes, This

75
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78

MOUNTAIN LAND CoRP
TOPOERAPHRY (FSTATE £

BEALE =5 0 ALESTT PR
A b NS IR — A AR,

LeFT: Mountain Land Corp., Topography Estate "E”

Survey byl He Glandes, i, Engineer, Auguat B3RE BPL Archives.

Jemisan’s civil engineer made this study of one of the investors
25.43-acre hame sites on Shades Mountaim. Such mapping of the
lay of the land, trees, and rocks precedud the location of roads and
houme sites. The map shows 25:Toot contour lines with elevations
ranging {rom 875 feet along Cherokee Road to 1050 teet at the
Shades Mountain crest. [Ealsa shows oak, hickory, pine, poplar,
and gum trees ranging in dismeter from 8 to 42 inches as well as
the rck photographed in 20013 by Jot Lowe, the National Park
Sepvice photographer, below right.

RODERT JEMson J.
B MINGS AN -ALA
L?'"i‘l-'l':

|
STIDY Tor Touse LOCATION ‘
i
l
|

WARLEH TRasnma Orrcesdie
LARDaCAPE T sial L oionBL PLAN RS
CAMEANTEMLSS
V- T RS S RS C ORI AR _
Nolnsst U RSN AL 92T
_H.




View Across Shades Valley from 3016 Eriarcliff Road on the Shades Mountain Crest, Elevation 1,100 Feet,

agraph by let Lo 013 HALS Mo, &L-3-432,

as buill in the 1950 to ac he cresst lots and views planned for Jemison's investors in the Mountain

LEFT: Robert Jemison Ir., Birmingham, Ala. Lot “A" Study for House Location. warren H sanning Offices, Inc. Plan Mo, 15541,

AuE 25, 1927, BPL Archives

Manning sen this sketch of o crest Lot 1o Je An accompanying letler discusses the siting of two residences at "an

escarpment ledge” on the crest and "on a ridge down the slope, , .in such 8 way as not to interfere with the views from
either house in an unfavorable Approach drives are shown Trom o "Midslope Road” [the future Cherokee Road]
and from the “old road” leading from the adpscent Cabanis iy an Shook Hill

BOTTON: Ovarcrest Road Heading to the Crest of Shades Mountain, Showing the Rocks at Entrance to 3049 Cherokee
Road, an the right. Batogssah by et Lowe, 70013, HAE Mo, A1:2-25
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A

Abingdon, 27

amenities, community, &, 27, 23, 3031, 36,
37, 67; under construction and built by
1929, 36, 40-41. See also bridle paths/
trails, Mountain Brook Club, Mountain
Brook School, Mountain Brook Villags,
Old Mill, riding academy

Anderson, Richard, Jr, 2,5, &

Appalachian Mountains, 7

B

Bald Ridge, 15,21, 49, 72,73

Balmoral Road, 21, 36

Bankhead Highway-U.5. 78, 52, 57

Bearden General Store (2843 Cahaba Road),
71

Bearden lands purchased by lemison & Co., 43

Beechwood Road, 18, 19, 2, 36, 52=53, 57;
2 Beachwood Road, 52; & Beachwood
Raad, 52-53; 13 Beechwood Road, 53;
19 Bzechwood Road (Mountain Brook
Cluby), 53

Beechwood Road Bridge, 36, 52, 56

Beechwood Road ector, 37

Berckmans’ Fruitland Nurseries, Augusta,
Georgia, 30

bird's eye wiews, 28-29, 32-33

Birmingham, 4, 6,7, 9,11, 13, 21_27, 29, 44;
industrial sites, 4: area in 1925, 7; district/
city plan of 1916, &, 11

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, 41

Birmingham Country Club, 9, 27, 29, 43, 70

Birmingham Historical Society, 4, 5, &

The Birmingham Mews, 23

Birmingham Public Library Department of
Archives and Manuscripts (BEL Archives),
511

Birmingham Water Works, 15

Birmingham Zoo, 45

Briarcliff Road, 17, 22, 25, 36, 75: 3016
Briarcliff Road, 79

bridges, 6, 26, 27, 30-31, 36, 38,39, 45, 46,
47,52, 53,55, 56,59, 60; designed and
built, 1927-1929, 36, 49

bridle paths/trails, 4, 17, 25, 26, 30, 38, 37, 35,
45,46, 55, 62: map of, 39

Brook Manor Road, 36

Broockwood Forest, 19; 36, 43,45, 75

Brookwood Farkway (Road), 22, 27, 29, 356,
75, 3429 Brookwaod Parkway, 75; 3432
Brookwood Parkway, 75

Brown, Jane Roy, 5

Brown, Murray, B2

[
Cabaniss proparty on Shook Hill, 73
Cahaba Heights, 15
Cahaba River, 11, 14, 15,29
Cahaba Raad {also called Pump House Raad,
row LS. 280), 11, 13, 14, 19,27, 29, 33,
36,40, 46, 49, 52, 65, €6, 70, 75
2726 Cahaba Road (Martha Washington
Candy Shop Building), 40, 66, 71
2801-2805 Cahaba Road (Mountain Broak
Estatas Building), 33, 40, 45, &8, 71
2807 Cahaba Road (Hill Grocery), 66
2843 Cahaba Road (Bearden General Store),
71
Cahaba Road Entrance, 30, 36, 46
Cambridge Road, 1, 36, 69
Canterbury Road, 21, 35, 40, 6667, BA-B0,
70; 2600 Canterbury Road, 66; 2013—
3025 Canterbury Road, 66
Canterbury Road Bridge, 36, 66
Canterbury Road Entrance, 2, 4, 36, 66, 69
Canterbury Sector, 36, 37, 69
Cantarbury United Methadist Chureh, 9, 70-71
charcoal ovens, for the lrondale Furpace, 11
Cherokee Bend, 36, 43, 45, 75

INDEX

Cherokee Road, 2,4, 17, 18, 19,21, 32, 35, 29,
36,43, 45,45 52, 55 57,58, 59, 60, 61,
52-63, 64-65, 78, 79

2842 Cherckee Road, 52, 64
2964 Cherokes Road, 64, 65
2880 Cherokee Road, 62
3032 Cherokee Road, 65
3049 Cherokee Road, 79
3145 Cherokee Road, 62-63
3357 Cherckee Road, 52
3435 Cherokee Road, 63
3455 Cherokee Road, 63
3475 Cherokee Road, 63
bridge, 38, 53

entrance; 7, 30, 36, 62, 63, b
lot D-1, 65

as mid-slape road, 19, 21, 62
road profile, 62-63

Chester Aoad, 36

City Plan for Birmingham, 1216, 5

coal mine, 11,19

cornmercial bulldings, 36, 43, 45, 67, 70,

T1: Bearden General Stare, 71: Martha
Washington Candy Shop Bullding, 40, 66,
T1; Mountaln Brock Estates Building, 33,
ap 45, 86, 71

community center, 15, 29, &7, 70; planned on
Leeds Road, 29, See also Mountain Brook
Village

country clab, S22 Mountain Brook Club

Country Club Estates, 27

Crawford, George Gordon, owner of the 1,500+

acre Irondale Furnace property, 27, 41,
53 75

Crastline School, 27

Culver Road, 36, 40

{¥]
deed restrictions, 6, 14, 45, 51, 65
Dell, the, 58, 60, 61
Dell Road, 17, 25, 36, 55, 5859, 5061
32449 Dell Road, 58-59
3251 Dell Road, 53
3766 Dell Road (estate 61}, 43, 59, 61
3300 Dell Rpad, 58
3305 Dell Road, 58
drainage channels, 58-59;
madel estate at 79=80 (now 3333) Dell
Road, 35, 59, 61
stone bridge at 3320 Dell Road, 59
Dell Road Sector, 36, 37, 58
Dolinsky, Paul 0., 2, 4, 6
Dauble Oak Mountain, 25
drive ways, disappearing, 30, 50-51, 72, 73

E

East Briarcliff Road, planned as Eastview Road,
17, 31,25,29,36

East View Read, 20, 36

elevation maps, 22-23, 62-E3

Embury, Aymarll, 35, 53, 57

entrances, 2, 4, 7, 27, 30-31, 36, 38, 46, 47,
53, 62, 63, B5, 6%; designed, bullt, and
planted, 36

Estate E, topography of 78

estate |ots along Shades Mountain Crest. See
investor estates

“estates™ asselling point, 67

F

Fairfiald, Alabarma, 30, 36

Fairway Sector, 36, 37, 6%

Ferguson, Hill, 33

Flat Ridge, 15, 22

floodplains, 14, 15, 17, 25, 36, 41, 46, 47, 49,
52,53, 55

Franke, Wil 22, 75

Fuller's Creek;, 22, 75

G
Garner, Henry, 36

General Location Map for Mountain Brook,
Redmont Park, Mountain Terrace, and
Altamont, 37, 38

General Plan for Mountain Brook, of August
1928, 75, 76—77; of March 11, 1929, 6,
26=27, 36, 37, 66, 67

geagraphic Information system (GI3); 5, 45

geological strata underlying Mountain Brook,

Glander, dohn Henry (1. H.), Jr, 11, 22, 33, 30,
32, 36, 36, 43,51, 75, 78

golf, 55

galf course, See Mountain Brook Club

Golf Links Bridge, 30, 36, 39, 53, 60

golf resort and hatel, planned, 18, 13, 37, 41,
57,75

Great Depression, 4, 65

Green, lesse W, architect, 33, 34, 42

Guilford Road, 2, 21, 66-67; 3116 Guilford
Road, 67

Eutters, original, 67

H
Halstead, Jackson C,, 35
Hans, Egbert, 25, 38, 45, 58, 74
Hanson, Victor, 62
Hastings Road, 21, 36, 67
Heathermoor Road, 21, 36, 70
Heathermoer Road Bridge, 36
Hermitage Road, 22
Highland Sector, 19, 27, 37
Hill Grocery (2807 Cahaba Road], 66
Historic American Buildings survey (HABS), 4
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER),
4.5 8
Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS)
collection In Prints 2nd Photographs Division
of Library of Congress, 5, &
history of, 4
Mountain Brook project, 4,5, 6, 7
Sheet 1: Intraduction, &
Shaeet 2: Site Conditions, 1926, 10
Shest 3: Land Use Guidelines, 14
Sheet 4: Studies for Access Roads and Lot
Placement, 18
Sheet 5: Siting the Roads, 22
Sheet 62 General Plan for Mountain Brook,
1929, 6
Sheet 7: What Jemison and Company Built
by 1929, 36
Sheet 8 Integrity of the Plan for Mountain
Brook, 2009, 44
Shaet 9: Mountain Brack Parkway, 46
Shest 10: Overbrook and Baechwood Roads,
52
Sheat 11: Dell Road, 58
Sheet 12 Cherokee Road, 62
Sheet 13: Villege Center, Canterbury and
Surrey Roads, Guilford and Southwood
Roads, 66
histeric landscape preservation, 4
histaric preservation, 4
historical maps, 67, 37, 38,39, 43, 74
histerical plans and drawings, 7, 18-13,
28-29 30, 31, 32-33 34-35 36, 45, 58,
78-79: General Plan for Mountain Brook,
August 1928, 75, T6=77; General Blan
for Mountain Brook, March 11,1929, 6,
76-27, 36, 37, 67
Hollywood, 26, 27; country club, 27; school, 27
hames built by 192942
Homewesad, 13, 60
Hoover, 13
harseback riding, 33
hotel. See golf resart and hotel
house location ot “4," study for, 78

I

integrity of the Mountain Brook plan, 5, 44=45

[nvestor estates, 6, 14, 18, 19, 20-21, 22, 27,
29 35 37, 62, 63, 65,75, 78

investors, list of, 62

Irondale, 14
Irondale Fumace, 11, 13, 27, 29, 36, 41
Irondale Furmace Park, 41

1

Ieffarson County, bridge constructed by, 36

Jefferson County Estates, Inc., 37, See olso
lefferson Country Estates

lefferson Country Estates, 37, 43, 74, 75

lemison, Rebert, Ir., 6, 7, 11, 14,19, 21,23, 23,
29, 33, 34, 36, 39, 45, 49, 57, 58, 62, 63,
&7, 70

Jermison, Robert, Ir., Papers, 5, 11

lemison & Co., 5,6, 7,9, 18, 19, 22, 26, 27, 30,
34, 36-37, 42, 43, 45, 58, &1, 74, 75; bullt
by as of 1929, 36-37; lot sales, 18, 36, &7,
subdivision of lands, 3&-37

The Jerison Magazine, 42

lemison Bark, 18, 21, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 56,
62, 65

lohnson, Allen, home of, 52, 64-65

Johnson, Crawford, home of, 62, 6465

Jlohnston, Forney. 27; his astats, “Lockerbie
27

K

Karson, Robin, 5

Keiley, A, L., 35

Kessler, William H., 22, 23, 26, 27, 30, 31, 33,
36, 45, 46,51, 75

Kessier, Williarm—NMyers, 1. A., landscape
architects, 30, 31

Kibelka, Birgit, 2, 5, 6

Kilby lands purchased by Jemison & Co., 43

Kilby Sector, 37

L

Lancaster, Edwin B, 32-3

land use guidelines, 14-15

landscape architectural documentation, 4

Lane Farke project, 40

Larkin, lames 5, home of 42, 73

Leeds-11

Leeds Rpad (now Old Leeds Road), 11, 14,
18, 19, 29, 36, 41, 49, 52, 57, 63, 75; re-
routing of, 19, 36, 57

Leeds Road Entrance at Cherokee Aoad, 31,
i, B3; at Beechwood Road, 53

legizlation regarding reservation of scenlc
land, proposed, 75

Lewis, | A, engineer, 33

Library of American Landscape History,
Amherst, Massachusetts, 5

Littlz Shadas Craek, 27

Lot A, study for house location, 78-79

lot placement, See residences, siting of

lot system, integrity of, 5

Lowe, let, 2 5 & 78

Lutender, Carl, 22, 23, 45

M
Manning, Warren H,, 5,6, 7, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18,
21,22, 23,26, 27,729, 30,33, 34, 37, 39,
41, 44 45 47, 48 51 52 55 57 3. 65,
67, B9, 70, 74, 75, 79: as resource-haseéd
planner, 15, 74
Martha Washington Candy Shap Bullding
(2726 Cahaba Road), 40, 66, 71
MecCormack, Mrs. G. B, home of 42
Miller, George, 36
Miller & Martin, Architects, 3233
maodel country estate, See Mt Vernon estate
and replica
medel homes and grounds, 6, 27, 34-35, 36,
42, 58,59, 61,67, 73
2633 Canterbury Road, 42
2737 Sowthwood Road, 42, 73
3266 Dell Read (estate 61), 43, 59, 61
7580 |now 3333) Dell Road, 35, 59, 61
See also Mt Vernon estate and replica
Mantevallo, 11



Montevalio Read, 11, 21, 33, 36, 40, 66, 69, 70
Montevallo Road Bridge, 36
Moarton, Lindsey, 62
Mountain Brook
area landowners in the 19208, 74
character of 27
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7677
integrity of plan for, 5, 4445
land use guidellnes, 14-15
project location, 7, 23
promotional material, 5, 26, 27, 59
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Olmisted Brothars, 7, 11

openspace, 6,19, 21, 26,36, 45, 75, 7e=77

Overbrook Estates Parcel, 37

Overbrook Road, 13,17, 19, 36, 52-53, 54-55,
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built by Jamison & Co., 6, 23, 36
designed in tha 19205, 36
elevation maps, 22-23, 62-63
grading of, 22
integrity of original, 4, 5, 45
process for laying down, 23
realigned, widened, and paved n the 1520s,
a6
siting, 1818, 21, 22=73, 75, 26, 27, 30, 67,
75
studies for access roads and lot placement,
18-19, 75
system, 14, 15, 18-19, 23, 45
rock, mappead by lemison & Co., 78, 79
Raock Creek Parkway, Washington, D.C., 49
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Mountain Brook
A Historic American Landscape

From 1926 to 1929, the Jemison & Co. real estate firm of Birmingham, Alabama,
assembled a team of talented professionals to design a residential district in a rugged
wilderness south of the city. The ambitious venture integrated homes, recreation, and
community amenities into a park-like setting, retaining and intensifying the ared’s
natural beauty. Led by celebrated landscape architect and planner Warren H. Manning
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, Jemison's team sited individual homes along the ridges
and knolls and designed the winding roads that led to them.

The 4,500 -acre Mountain Brook development was the largest, and finest, undertaken
in the region. By the 1950s, it would become one of the highest per capita income
communities in America. The original system of roads, bridges, entrances, and open

spaces remains intact to this day and helps shape the Mountain Brook experience.

This book details the process by which the Mountain Brook planners worked out
their vision for today’s historic landscape. In an era before computers, geographic
information systems, and modern construction equipment, they painstakingly

documented the terrain and its features, revising and adjusting their plans to suit the

Overbrook Road Leading to Mountain Brook Club,
Aeris phertograph by fohn Wthen, 2013, B complicated topography and enhance the beauty of the place.

The volume is centered around documentation prepared by Birmingham Historical
Society for the Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS), a program of the
National Park Service in Washington, D.C, It includes more than 200 historic and

contempaorary photographs and drawings.

Page through this publication with great pride as you view Mountain
Brook through a new filter, ane of a fine cultural landscape
accomplishment with high integrity to its original design, worthy of being
included in the Historic American Landscapes Survey, our national
archive of significant landscape architectural accomplishments.
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D —Paul D. Dolinsky, Chief, Historic American Landscapes Survey

Birmingham Historical Society is a private,
nor-profit organization whose mission

is to contribute to the quality of lile in
Birmingham by preserving, learning from,
and celebrating the city’s past while helping
1o shape its future,

Birmingham Historical Society
One Sloss Quarters
Birmingham, Alabama 35222
wwwbhistorical.org
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