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apovE: View looking into Shades Valley along Mountain Brook Parkway. Shades Mountain rises, to the right, with residences
at mid-slope below Cherokee Road and atop the crest. On the feft, Guilford Road leads from Mountain Brook Parkway to the
Southwood Road residences, scalphoograps by lohn Washan, 2003 8RS,

CoOVER: Mountain Brook Parkway as it extends along Shades Creelt into the dense wilderness that is the residential community
of Mountain Brook, Alabama. serial phategraat by foln Wathen, 2013, BHS,
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FOREWORD

Itis my pleasure to share with you a little information ahout the Historic American
Landscapes Survey {HALS), historical landscape documentation in general, and the
Mountain Brook HALS Project in particular, HALS, a program of the National Park
Service, is a sister program to the Historic American Puildings Survey (HABS} and
the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), all three forming our national
archive of the built environment.

The onset of the Great Depression in 1932 necessitated relief for the struggling
architectural profession and resulted in the establishment of HABS. It was

a Roosevell Administration New Deal program to temporarily employ
architects to produce drawings, written history, and photographs of significant
historic structures across the nation. The necessity of such documentation in
the burgecning historic preservation movement resulted in the permanent
establishment of the program, still thriving after 80 years. The unigue nature of
industrial and enginecring structures and sites; as well as landscapes, across the
American continent supported the subsequent creation of HAER in 1969 and
HALS in 2004},

Landscape documentation, though, had routinely been included in HABS and
HAER wark prior o the creation of HALS. 1t mosty took the form of simple site
plans upon which great historic houses were bulli. somefimes, industrial processes
were heavily integrated into the landscape, such as at a mine or mill complex,

und the documentation would indude Mustrations of the engineering of the

land, Birmingham Historical Society oversaw such documentation [or the Sloss
Furnaces, Red Mountain ore mines, Valcan and his park, and many other indusirial
sites across the Birmingham region during the 1990s,

Growing awareness of the significance of historic landscape architecture-and the
cultural landscape movement of the 19805 served as the impetus 1o pursue the
creation of HALS as 4 unique program. The National Park Service was defining

its role-in the movement, and HARS in particalar was tasked with defining new
puidelines for producing measured drawings, written history, and photography for
landscape architectural decumentation. Ultimatelw, it took almost a generation for
docamentation of landscape architecture to stand by itsell before the establishment
of HALS.

Historic landscapes range from several-thousand-acre rural farms and ranch
complexes, to multi-acre urban plazas and parks, to residences with yards less than
an acre, In fact, almest every historde property has a landscape component, Imagine
# historic residential district without lawns and trees; an-agriculiural complex

with buildings but ne fields, garden plots, or hedgerows; a densdy populated aty
with no park system or plazas; or a Native American settlement with no gathering
place, irrigation systems, or animal corrals, Sometimes such resources may pass
unnoticed. [dentification of them through the documentation process increases
awareness and respect for their significance and makes the important landscapes
visible for planning and preservation purposes,

Diriving on Mountain Brook Parkway or Chicrokee Road, enjoving the view across
shades Valley to Shades Mountain, and passing through the Canterbury Road
entrance are but a few of the subtle experiences that characterize the cultural
landscape that is Mountain Brook. The deft hand of a landscape architect and
Planner guides you masterly throngh the challenging topography, revealing and
sculpling views und experiences, as well as concealing and masking considerable
engineering and lechnical feats, Bridle paths are cdeverdy woven through forests,
and necessary intrasions such as access roads are submerzed within the lindscape
Lo heighten the natural experience,

The HALS documentation of Mountain Brook is precedent-setting and will
establish a high standard for documenting similar suburbs in the United States. The
detailed measured drawings are not simply a set of plans; the beautiful photographs
are not random; and the well-crafted written history is not just a chronology

of Mountain Brook's creation and existing conditions. Capturing the unique

and extraordinary nature of the landscape and engineering design of Moantain
Brook required countless hours of research into archives as well as personal and
professional experience of historical landscape architects, architects; photographers,
and historians applied to the study of the archival documentation und the
landscape itself. The resulls are an excellent record that thoroughly integrates all
three forms of decumentation— drawings, photographs, and history—to beautifully
communicale in wo-dimensional form the vibrancy and the artistic and scientific
accomplishment that is Mountain Brook.

Page through this publication with preal pride as vou view Mountain Brook
through a new filter, one of a fine cultural landseape accomplishment with high
integrity Lo its ariginal design, worthy of being included in the Historic American
Landscapes Survey, our national archive of significant landscape architectural
accomplishments,

Paul D, Dolinsky
Chief, Historic American Landscapes Survey



FREFACE

Those whio know of Mountain Brook, Alabama, kaow it s a special place, To drive
its winding, forested roads is 1o experience great beauly and surprise: Al each gentle
turn of the road, new leatures appear—as if one were raversing a stage sel within
the grand, park-like setting,

Few realize that Mountain Brook was designed to be the special place that it is
today, From 1926 to 1929, developer Jemizon & Co, worked with landscape
architect Warren H, Manning to create the residential district that today is the heart
of Mountain Brook.

Documenting the planning of Mountain Brook fram 1926 to 1929 for the

Historic American Landscapes Survey became the object of a Birmingham
Historical Society (BHS) study that began in 2005. During the HALS study, BHS
also participated in a pational survey of Mountain Brook planner Warren H,
Manning’s legacy, under the auspices of Ure Library of American Landycape History
in Amherst, Massachusetts (Robin Karson, director fane Roy Brown, project
coordinator),

This baek presents a compilation of the completed HALS documentation along with
additional acrial photographs and historic photographs, drawings, and maps, The
amount and variely of malerial we gathered and reviewed over the course of our
research seemed 10 cry out to be made accessible to-a Targer andience. We invite vou
to journey with us into the heginnings of Mountain Brook as you peruse this volume,

Our study began with a detailed reading of the principal archival resource; the
Robert Jemison, |r, Papers held at the Birmingham Public Library Depariment
of Archives and Manuscripts. These papers provide copious information about
the many real estate firms organized and managed by Jemison & Co. in the early
twentieth century. The Jemison organization was considered the finest real estate
firm in the region and among the fnest in the nalion. [n the 1920, the 100-man
office provided real estate; Insurance, and underwriting services. [ts principal,
Robert Jemisan, Jr. { 1878--1973), was president of the National Board of Realtors
in 1929, That body met in Birmingham during that year and toured Jemison
developments Just as the infrastructure for Mountain Brook, femison’s final major
project, was taking shupe,

The femison Papers contaln correspondence between the Birmingham developer
and ]andscap& architect Warren Manning (1868-]1438) uf{‘.umhridge, Massachu-
setts, as well as photographs, promoetional documents, daily work ledgers, fentative
plans, tentative general plans, the final general plan, subdivision plats, financial
reports, and interolfice correspondence. Like Jemison, Manning was awell-
seasoned professional at the height of his career, Having supervised more than

100 prjects for landscape archilect Frederick Law Olmsted, St and nearly 1,700
for his own firm, his experience included natiomwide projects ranging from city
planning, large privale estates, and subdivisions 1o small village improvements and
private gardens: Manning had devdoped a City Plan for Blrmingham in 1916 and

warked for private and corporale clients here, He knew the area and its players.
Over the four-year peried from 1926 to 1929, Manning kept his Birmingham
patrons up-fo-date with theideas he was exploring in developing Jemison’s and
other patrons’lands south of the city limits in the fulure dty of Mountain Brook,
established 1942.

T help understand the Jemison-Manning planning for Maounlain Brook and

Ao prepare documentation for HALS, Richard K. Anderson, fr., an architect and

documentation specialist and former chief of the Historle American Engineering
Record, was recruited o correlate archival data with data [rom today’s Geographic
Intormation System (GIS). Anderson’s successful efforts established the high
integrity of the 1920s plans in 2009, particularty for Monntain Brook's road and
lotsystem, In fay terms, what the Jemison-Manning team planned and builtin the
19205 remains to this day.

From the beginning, Anderson and [ sought to show, in the two-dimensional
drawings that we were producing for HALS, the three-dimensional experience of
driving Mountain Brook’s roads, When landscapearchitect Birgit Kibelka joined
the project in 2010, she and [ hil those mad&—ndriving, walking, photographing,
and analyzing the myriad historic maps and plans and the historic fvatures still
found in the Geld, Kibelka’s studies of several neighborhood settings provide
readers of this book with our understanding of the exceptional effarts pat forth to
plan the magnificent place that is Mountain Brook.,

On March 20, 2013, Tuscaloosa photographer Tohn Wathen flew with Kibelka

and me on an aerial mission over Mountain Broek. Wathen wsed a Canon EOS

5D digital camera to document the landscape. We atternpiied to follow Manning's
advice to Jemison on low o make aerial photographs “al right angles with the slope
ol Shades Moontain” 20 as to be "about the righi height to show the intervening
ridges in the Yalley between Red Mountain and Shades Mounlain™—resulting in
remarkable views of this gorgeous landscape!

let Lowe, veteran photographer with HAER and HALS, next brought his old-time
view camera to make fifty-five 5- x 7-inch, large-format negatives from which his
photographs are produced. During the week that Lowe photographed (April 9-13,
2013), Mountain Brock appeared a5 deseribed in the carly promolional literature:
a forested cathedral,

All drawings, photographs, and historical analysis associated with this project will
become part of the HALS collection at the ULS, Library of Congress. The planning
for Mountain Brook is thus docomented so that current and luture generations
might understand and appreciate how skilled professionals found beauty in the
natural setting and made it into a Tivable, and enduringly beautiful, residential area.

Marjorie L. White
Director, Birmingham [Histerical Society
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From 1926 ro 1929, the Jemison & Company real estate firm of
Birmingham, Alabama, retained Warren H. Manning Associates of
Boston, Massachusetts, to design a residential diserict in the then
remote Shades Valley wilderness to the sourh of the Biemingham
city limits, The well-seasoned and well-financed Jemison-Manning
venture integrated new roacds and residences into the park-like
setting, reraining and intensifying its natural beaury.

Regional planner and landscape architecr, Warren Manning had
trained in the office of Frederick Law Olmsted. By the late 19205, he
headed a national firm whose clients included the Marional Park
Service, cities, and corporations such as U5, Stecl. He had comple-
red a city plan for Birmingham in 1916 and was familiar with the

Birmingham developer Robert Jemison, Jr. headed Jemison &
Company, 2 large and experienced real estate firm founded in 1903,
He had developed communities in Birmingham and for the military
during World War 1.

Warren Manning was responsible for the March 1929 Geseral Plan
Jfor Mountarn Brook, pictured in drawings that fallow. The plan inclu-
ded rhe siting of roads and bridges, lot lines for residences, reserva-
tion of and deed restrictions to preserve open space, and the inclu-
gion and location of community features such as a village commereial
area, school, riding academy and crails, 2 clubhouse and golf course,
a Mt. Vernon replica, a mill, and several architect-designed model
houses, Manning's plan covered 2,300 acres of Jemnison-owned lands
and more than 2,000 acres of adjaining lands, then in owneeship
friendly to Jemison inrerescs. The real estate development was the
largest, and finest, undertaken in the region,

The market crash of 1929 came before Jemison's investors bailt
the grandest eseates planned for the development, indeed before
much of Mountain Brook was built. The road and recrearional sys-
rem provided the framework for fumre development of the commu-
nity when prospetity returned in the late 1950s. The original system
of roads, bridees, and open spaces remains inract 1o chis day, as do
the deed restrictions that protect them, The roads m:dpaﬂ:giha.pe
the Mountain Brook environment.
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The Mountain Brook Recording Project was sponsored by the
Birmingham Historical Society of Birmingham, Alabama, Marjarie
L. White, direcror. The documentation team consisted of Matore L
White, historian and project direcror; Richard K. Anderson, Jr.,
HABS/HAER/HALS specialist; Birgit Kibelka, landscape architect
and photographer; and Jet Lowe, HABS/HAER/HALS photogra-
prhcr with the a.dvunry assistance of Paul Bﬂ].u:.xk'_r chief, Historic
American Landscapes Survey (HALS), Natienal Park Service, ULS,
Department of the Interior, Washingron, D.C. The Historic Ameri-
can Landscapes Survey is a long-range program to document signi-
ficant landscape sires and designs throughour the Uniced Scates and
to make such records accessible ta the publie through the Prings and
Fhotographs Division of the Library of Congress,
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Mountain Brook is lecarsd in the foothills of the
Appalachian Mouncains, These mounraing, together
with their supplementary ridges and valleys, run ina
northesst to southwest ditection and terminate
several miles to the south of Birmingham, @ shows on
Ibajwrrfiffmm I I&.ﬁr.ﬁﬂ Elevations above
324 level i the Mounrain Brook area range from 640
feer along Shades Creek to over 1,100 feer amp
Shades Mountain,

The Mountain Brook properey wis considersd
undevelopabie at the time. Ir was difficulr ro ger
"over" Red Mountain from the city of Birmingham
and difficult to get inte and abour Mouneain Brook
once there,

Jemison & Company's 4,500-acre Mountain
Brock development of the lare 1920s was
incorporared, with additional lands, into the new
City of Mountiin Brook in 1942,

- g b 'r? # :
for Birmingham,” A Park Sy jor Birmengham, Olmeced
125, Courtesy Birmingham Public Library Archives (BFL I.EG‘ENE
:mnpmr_‘: Mouniin Brook projecs is based on Jemion &
IPL Archives. Jernison & Company Mounrain Brook 1929
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Richard K. Anderson, Jr., Birgit Kibelka, 2012.

MOLINTAIN MRD0H REEORDING SRCUEST

Introduction, Mountain Brook, Alabama, Historic Amarican
Landscapes Survey (HALS) Project. wim project lscation mop sié shest
idei, HALS o, AlL-2-Sikeet 1

[n 1926, Jemison & Co., headed by Rober! Jemison, Jr.,

hought land, gathered investors, ind undertosk a major new
subdivision in the Appalachian feothills south of Birmingham.
[ndustry was growing in Alabama, and economic times were
still sufhciently prosperous for the company to undertake their
culminating achievement. Olmsted Brathers, in their park plan
for Birmingham of the previoas year, had noted the scenic
character of the area. The well-experienced Jemison firm hired
the seasomed landscape architect Warren H. Manning of Boston
to design what became a community of country homes and
amenities set amidst the challenging topography and intense
natural beanty, made accessible via skillbully faid roads. trails,
and bridges. Mannings work concluded in March of 1424,

Hisloric American Landscapes Survey (HALS) Sheet 1,
fo ife left together with the following sheets, explores the
Temison-Manning undertaking that forms the core of taday's
Mountain Brook. Pholographs and commentary highlight many
of the features reviewed in the drawings and help visualize the
exceptionally well-planned residential area.

“The valley of Shades Creek and the precipitous northwesterly face
af Shades Mouniai affer perfups the best opparfunity for enclosed
natural landscape and Inspiring broad ewtlook i the Birmingham
disiriet, . .. s wild characrer miust be feitiully guarded against all
encroachments”

—Olmsted Brothers, A Park System for Sirmnghan, 1925






View to the City of Birm}ngham
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TO GEOLOGICAL STRATA

Alluvium. Unconsolidaced quartz silt, sand, and gravel.
Patrawille Bormation undifferenciated. Dark-gray siley shals
with incervals of lithic sandstone and minor intetbeds of
coal and underclay.

Chestnut Sandstone Member. Light-gray quactzase sandstone.

Shades Sandscone Member, Very light-gray quartzose
sandstone with scattered qoartz pebbles and conglomerate.

Parkwood Formarion, Medium- to Lighe-gray shale with
intervals of Lithic sandstone,

Floyd Shale and Bangor Limestone undifferentiaced.
Hartselle Sandatone, Quartzose sandstone.

Pride Mountain Formation, Dark-gray shale with
limonite stringers and nodales.

Tuscumbia Limestone, Fort Payne Chert, and Maury
Formation undifferentizted.

Red Mounrain Formation.
Sequarchie Formation and ﬂai:icamuuga Limestone
undifferentinted.

Copper Ridge Dolomite.
Scrike and dip angle of scrara
Serike and dip of overturned strata

lam b=
Geological miap data based on Geological Survey of Alabama, 7.5 Min Quadrangle Series:
Map 26 Flate 1, Irondale (2003, Map 42 Place 1, Cahaba Heights (2006); Map 43 Flace 1,
Bipmingham Mocth (2006 Map 47 Plare 1, Birmemgham Soath (2007). Geological stram
abbreviations and descriprions from Place 2 of Maps 26, 42, and 47. Data for infraseruceure
and honses based on U5, Deparrment of Agricalrure Bureau of Sodls, Sodl Map, Alabama,
Jefferson Counry Sheet, Field operations and mapping, 1908, Location of springs, oven,
I:IJIH.I.I:E, and ceal mins lpmﬂ.ing to "Mw.ntl.r'.n Bmuk Land ﬂ:., Hirml'n.g'hl.m, Ala:
Tentatve General Plan No, 2 - No, 1336-402-24, Warren H. Manning Offices, Inc., A,
6, 1928." Courtesy Jemmon Papers, BPL Archives.
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o This map of Jemison & Company's Mountain Brook and adjeining propetty shows mining and
orher roads extant in 1926 and the underlving geological straca as mapped in 1908, In the 1920s,
the basic topography and narural fearures of the area were unchanged despite induserial, agrical-
ruaral, and residential use. Borh Warren Manning's Birmighan Dditri Plan of 1916 and Olmsred
; Brothers' park plan of 1925 recognized the scenic potensal of cthe area's distinctive series of nar-

MOUNTAIN BROOK 1926 - 1929

CHTE OF MOUMTAIN EROCR

row ridges, steep cliffy, gulleys, streams, rocky outerops, and forests that owed their existence to
the underlying sandstone and shale scrata, sbown om this map, and the age-old sails,

Inclined strata of varying degrees of hardness, indicated by dip angles, had eroded ac different
rates 1o form the region's narrow ridges and valleys. Along the creses, rock outcrops abounded. Ar
other surfaces, erosion and vegetation had broken strara down to form 2 variety of soils thar sup-
ported diverse plant species. Along the creeks, soft shales and coal were found. Photographs from
the 19205 reveal thar large areas of the propercy were covered by a relatvely young forese, nor the
"wirgin" forest advertised in femison & Company promational literature.

The charcoal-fired Irondale Furnace, constracted in 1863- 1864, drew its wood supplies from
these surrounding farests. The furnace closed in 1873, allowing tree covet to regrow. Land surveys
carried our by the project team in 1926 porcray the diverse plant communiries of the Ridge and
Walley province of the Southern Appalachian Mounrains, Civil engineer J.H, Glander, Jr. mapped
hickory, oak, poplat, pine, dogwood, and sweergum from 8" to 42" caliper. Sycamore, redbud,
and many shrub and vine species are also mentioned by planner Warren Manning and developer
Robert Jemison, Jr. in lecters now held in the Jemizson Papers'at Birmingham Public Libeary
Archives. Manning's planning stuclies show individual trees as well as creeks and springs, and
furnace, coal mine, and charcoal oven sites. An excerpt of one of the detailed surveys is shown
fo the d2ff

Twa major roads border the Moontain Brook property: the Monrevallo and Cahaba Roads,
Thewe important routes connected Birmingham to Selma and Montevallo and gave sccess to the
main source of drinking water, the Cahaba River. Ocher extant roads ran to an indusrial cenrer ac
Leeds, accesged coal depesies at Owerton, and led to a mine and chareoal oven along Shades
Mountain, To the north of the Jemison property, dairy farms provided food for cthe urban
population living over the mountain (Red Mountain) in Birmingham.

Site Conditions, 1926. HALS e 41-2 Sheet 1

When Warren Manning began his destgn for Mountain Brook

in 1926, he found a remote wilderness with steep mountain
slopes, ridges, streams, forests, and rock outcraps, The site for
the new residential distriet was barely accessible then, Just two
major roads bordered the area, connecting it 1o Birmingham,
Selma, and Montevalle and to the Cahaba River. Dairy farms and
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View into Shades Vallay.
Aaral pholograph by jobn Wathen, 2003 BHS,
The heavily wooded, remote characl
ins today, This view loaks
untain Br Zubinto ! 4

Mountain, lo fhe lefl, and
s, b the right,

enfer-vight, from the

the suburban Birmingham communiil
Mountain Brook, Homewood, and Hoo




LAND USE GUIDELINES

4 O
/’" ~ PROPOSED USES i

w=—=""" Lakes and streams
I Village centerfeommunity centet
Reservation of flood plains
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4, , ) i i
9 Reo o el Recreational facility (riding academy) Irondale
z T P Residential area == - :
o — — —  —— — — P Iovestors' estates i P
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Warren Manning approached the challenging, varied ropography of the projece area, ar thowm on this
plan, by creating carefully crafred guidelines for the development. In his lecters to Robert Jemison, Jt.,
developer of Mountain Brook, he specifies land uses appropriate for significant conrour levels from 500 o
1,100 feet. For the 500-foot level, the lowest level in the surrounding region, located just to the south
along the Cahaba River, Manning advises a chain of lakes 1o provide recreation and protect the drinking
water supply. The planner suggests the floodplains of area crecks, at the S00-foot level, be reserved for
open space and recreational use by children and adulis, Here he envisions walking, riding, canoeing, swim-
ming, golf, socializing, and earing. The 700-foot level includes commercial and residential areas, plus the
"high-class" eesidences of people who prefer to live near recreational resources and the "moving air” the
valley environment provides. Manning designs small village cenrers to provide essential services,
The BOO- to 1,000-f00t level encompasses several ridges, knolls, and the erest of Shades Mountain
and gives residences here "far-reaching” cutlooks. Proposed home sites for the local investors
in the Mountain Brook dﬂnlupm.ent average 35 to 50 acres so that no house wmﬂ.cl interfere
with a neighbor's view. Lots in other areas are smaller bur each is selecred for its distincrive
scenic guoalities, Home sites are determined befare the mids are laid out,

Tﬂ e e e e -\-. Uit _'._: |
Homewood e AR\ R e o o

During the three years of intensive
groundwork, the Manning-Jemison design team
aimed to preserve the area’s natural features and large
trees as it laid out roads, residencial lots, and open spaces.
Existing roads—Cshaba, Montevallo, Leeds, and Overton—wure
retained, and new roads were roured to direct traffic along ridges
and slopes in a natural manner, Corves, not straight-aways, were
preferred. Two addinional srraregies accomplished the formal preser-
vation of natural features: the "reservation” —setting aside and with-
halding fram sale—of the floadplaing of Shades and Watkins Creeks for

o T

I,
open space and recrearion, and deed restrictions governing the subdivision i — —————— — — ——
of the key lots of the investors who subsidized the planning effores,
Bald Ridpe.
Shades Valley
“""r-l.!*:f.l'u .!lff:.'u.l"r;\
Branch Cneu

To
Cahaba Heights
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Sheer, Pleld operations and mapging, 19048,
Location of springs, oven, furnace, and coal
mine secording to "Mauntain Brook Land
Ca,, Birmingham, Als.: Tentarive General
Plan No. 2 - Mo. 1956-402-24, Warren H.
Manning Offices, Inc., Ang. 6, 1928."
Courtesy Jemson Papers, BPL Archives.
Tapographic dam supplied by Jefferon
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Land Use Guidelines. jaisuo, a2 Sheet 3
True Lo his naturalistic, resource-based approach 1o planning,
Wirren Manning crafied guidelines to integrate the residential

community fnle the natural covironment in the most sustainable

way while highlighting ootstanding natural features, Floodplaing
were Lo be reserved for recreational uses, and village and com-
munity centers were Lo be buill in strategic, aceessible localions,
while the hills, ridges, and mountams would be residential arvas,
e T00-foot 1o 1000-faol contours and the crests of ridyes and
mulntain tops were designated For residences to best adapt (o
the climate and 1o offer the most beautiful views,

Ihe studies, to the feff, highlight the planning guidelines
Minning developed in 1926, while the aerial photograph, meet

page, shows how the concepl appears today [rom above.
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View Along Shades Creel,
. b i Jebim W HS, BHS

Warren Manning established that fo
were o be reserve recreational use

while resid s Would be located at

lines and along the

ies I the center of this phio
histeric trail win
floodplain bedow Overbrook Road, The trail
beads to the widening of the flocdplain at the
Mouantain Brook Club golf course, tap fefi,

Residences ape set into Uhe adjoining

s Mountain crest along Beiarchil and
Fazt Briarcliff Roads, fo it The home sites
1and boundarjes determined,
s ta them were Fajd withou
disturhing natural fealures,




STUDIES FOR ACCESS ROADS AND LOT F
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Raads rraced from: Afterneis Sady for Latr Back 5f Mods!
e, Jemison Papers, Bile # 6.1.32.22,
Courtesy BPL Archives, —
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Buoads as per Cengrad Plan (dheet 6).
'Duurbel;r BPL Aschives.

Planned thoroughfare — s—
Planned residential road -—=—=—=—
Planned estate driveway
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ACCESS ROAD LAYOUTS

Thir early Layenit of avcers
o #0 ibe develapmeni shat
ihe main voute—the fRitnre
Mowntadn Brook
Parkuway—running vight
throsgh the floodplain that ir
today's femiion Park and
Mewmiazn Brook Clud golf
CORTIE,

Here 2 direct accers route fo the
fmtnre Cherobee Road from
Mesentain Brook Parbivay
runs io rhe fower Shader
Mowntain vidpe through
today's Jemiton Park, Cherobes
cérenmvents rhe polf cowrie and
a forst verrion of Orercvert
Road crosses Shader Moumtain.,

Mamning egplorer the
pessibelity of accessing the fots
on bork vider of Shades Creek
atiel CYRGINg COMBECTIONS f0

Chernkee Rocd from these

Mesentain Brook Pavkuay Il

In the final layons, the roads

Jfalfsey contaserer amd ot aorei
e orest fing @t @ SIRgE
Iniation: s fodsy’s Onercrest
Road. The enterwection of
Chercrast eodth Cherokés war
mipred 1o avoid cutting a barpe
dree andd 31“ ra'mﬁsr @ dw;gt
far. The crart of Shader
Moumrain war oug dmen 10
foee £a permit Cvercrest fo patr
belony prade, Biding automebile
sraffic, Only one side of
Mounmtain Brook Parkuay i
inbdivided, and & e

roste— e Bescheodod
Hmddn‘ram.l:jmﬁr R';ud
£ profected around the mew
eveated golf convis.

The development of Jemison & Cmnpﬂn.}'ra
Mountain Brook began with the purchase of a
420-acre tract of land thar became "Mountain
Brook Estares," the first sector 1o be subdivided in
what grew to become a 2,400-acre development.
Here Warren Manning planned two loop roads to
access home sites along 2 700- to 800-feer high
ricge just north of Shades Mountain, Beginning in
lare 1926, these estare lors sold briskly, Then
plmnin !:E‘EB.H T ACCess t‘.'l'l': 'E.ltl.'l.[ﬂ estates DF
Jemison's investors atop Shades Mouncain and a
praposed golf resort that was to be built to the
east of the crest esrates.

How to get the roads into the area and what
kind of development and how much of it to build
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Sor investors _

f'1-|
’ i
'
? : #
’t |

leravnicvion
fr S
Pt r;"'\, 27
s ¥ Mountain Brook
P the iitial
':‘n \ s subdivision
Le

ok
L

“Rouph Stdy for Mew Gaolf Qlub and Region Adjsceat Theteto," Warren Manm
Inc., Camﬁuiﬂgr. MA, March 19, 1928, scale of 17 = 100 ft. Cmu'tﬂj_'[:m{lnn F
BPFL Aschives,
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SUBDIVISION VARIATIC



'LACEMENT

ceived intense review, as detailed studies and
rrespondence berween Manning and his client
wbert Jemison, Jr. reveal. Boads and lots were
sraked numerows rimes as for layours were
vised. Additional acreage was purchased to make
el layouts work. In every instance, Jemison did
hat he believed was best o develop the properry.
the final plan, Jemison and his inveseors did not
ild an income-producing golf resort as earlier
nnm:d. TI'IET bﬂﬂt a EUH‘L‘GEIIH ﬂ.ﬂd a dubhun:t,
wing o reorient and redesign the golf course
llowing this programmatic change. No lots were
bdivided on the club property. Instead they
ught more land to enhance che golf links, They
d not peemit an access road, similar to today's

Shades Crest Road, along the crest of Shades
Mouncain (it would interfere with the privacy of
home sites, according to Jemison). Thus, Cherokee
Road became a mid slope road with driveways
accessing the estates above and below. The
investors perritted penceous open space
throughour the development by sobdividing only
onte side of access roads— Mountain Brook Parleway
and Overhill, Overcrest, and Beechwood Roads, as
well as portions of Cherokee Road as it passes the
golf course. The restricred subdivision preserved
bluffs, increased park land, provided views for
moforists, and gave furure home owners exceptio-
nal views. A succession of layouts for roads and
lots are shown on this drawing,
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Studies for Access Roads and Lot Placement. HAisMa, 81-25heet &

"The placement of roads and lots received inlense review

thraughoul the development of Mountain Brook. Many road
layouts were drafted, as shown o the far Igff, discussing how 1o
access the Tutore residential lots: In the finud plan, the rond layoul
is simplified, maximizing contimaous open space along Shades
Creek and on the north face of Shades Mountain. More room
was given to the goll course by opling against subdividing it and
therehy opening wide views into the valley,

The new thoroughfares of Mountain Brook Parkway and
Crverbrook and Cherolee Roads connecied the central portion of
the new district to Cababa Road (now RS, 2800, with Old Leeds
Faoad serving as the through rouie to the northeast, However, a
through route for the subdivision’s eastern portion could never
be built due to unavailability of adjeining lands,
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View from Estate Lots Along Shades Crest.
Medal photopraph by ok Wathen, 2013 LHS,
T preserve the privacy of residences along
the crest, developer Robert [emison, [r
insisted on Cherokee Road being routed al
mid-slope instead of along the caest of Shades
Monlain as Manming first suggested. This
acrial photograph shows that views from
the crest estates Lowand Shades Valley are as
speclacalar as envistoned al their inceplion,
Careful subdivision and road placement
preserved apen space and the blutls belaw the
residences along Bast Briarclilf, bottom, left
to right. This view looks across the Mountain
Broak Club golf course to Red Mountain and
the city of Birmingham beyond

21
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SITING THE ROADS

Manning's most significant contribution to the design of Mountain Brook was the siting of new roads, especially the through roads: Mountain Brook
Parkway, Cherokee Road, and Brookwood Road, which ser the bones of the development. Srody plans for these and other roads were drawn and redraswn many
times a3 possible routes and data were explored. Berter routes for roads were determined and better opportunities for sicing residences, protecting view sheds,
and making each lot distinctive were worked out incrementally in the Held after "rramping in the woods,” as Manning described his preferred routing method.
And investors also reviewed proposed layours, especially che sites for cheir houses and for Mountain Brook Clab and its golf course,

The Mountain Brook planning team consisted of Manning, who set the framework, dosely participated in detailed drawings and analyses of alternatives, and
reviewed and monitored the ongoing field work; Manning's on-site representative, landscape architect Carl Lutender; Birmingham landscape archirect and
horticulturalise William Kessler; civil engineer J.H. Glander, Jt.; and Jemison staffer Will Pranke. The then leading national golf course designer Donald Ross
laid our the golf links. A forescer and other representatives of Jemison & Company's 100-person real estate firm also assisced.

Boads were sited ar varying heights to access lots atop the ridges, along mid slopes and knolls, and in the valleys above the creek beds, providing a variety of
scenic and climatic conditions for furure residents. Boad geades were restricted to a maximuem of 9 percent with @ 200-foor radius for curves. The design team
spcn:iﬁed that roads would have a graded surface 30 feet wide with an 18-foor wide pavement (then seate and coonty standard widech), Aanked by 3-foor
shoulders of chere. Cusves were propetly banked. Lot lines were to be 20 feet from the boteoms of valleys so valleys could be cantrolled by a single owner.
Houses were to be set back a minimum of 30 feer from the roads and 23 feec from side lines. Jemison's civil engineer LH. Glander, Jr. supervised road
congtruction, which ncloded the grading, paving, drainage, and bridge boilding.

A—A From Pine Ridge across Mountain Brook Club and Shades Mountain to Spring Valley

B
nog
Crest of 3 3 3 g
Shades £ o = teeeme Jemison & Ci
Mountain * Flat % g mommmmen  Sie section lo
3 ; B = . Jemison & C

Ridge
Puller's A
Creck

Based on USGSE 7.5 min. qu
Birmingham Sourh (19970,

¥ 88 8 1 B &
==—— Ping Ridge Boad
Bopchwooe Road
{1ab Houss
Chernless

Scale: 1" = 1,2(
) 2,000 d

1 1 1 ]
.

a
I

a
L
t

58 28 55§83

| N N — —

ol —— —— — —— ——— =S T e e P L e e ST YA A S R - G =R L e L e P £ S S e s e e e D L AT o
Blevitions én foet above sea level. Yertical exaggeraton s 4= Section dettved fromn mopography suppled by Jelferson County Office of Land Deselopment GIS fles, Daa has not been Geld checked for scouracy.

1..B 'B Birmingham Country Club across Mtn. Brook Estates to Shades Mountain

Maontevalle Road
Suprey Road
C.ll'l.'berllurp Hoad
Balmaorad Eoad
Husrings R
Somthwood Road

[ Brook Parloway

55 ¢4 Fs 39 8§ o2

Elevations in foet sbave sea level, Veerical exaggeration i 4z. Section desived from ropogeaphy supplied by Jefferson Couney Office of Land Developeent GIS fles. Dura has noe been Gedd checked for accuracy.

C—C Mtn. Brook Village across Shades Valley and Shades Mtn. to Flat Ridge and Beyond {::,?,E:;:;F
e s i Mounrtain
- : §
= g
%00 g
G = =

Elevations in feet ahove sea level. Verrical smggemntion is 4x. Section derived from mpography supplisd by Jefferson Cownty Office of Land Dewelopment (313 files. Diara has not been feld dhecked for acouracy.
a 10K 200080 300K 4.0 5.5 N 7000 5,008 9000
| Jg: 1 1 i i i i
¥
L

[
1 I 1 | 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1




Parks and golf course

smpany Mountain Brook 1929 boundaey and project area

cation lines ~—  Creeks and streams
sprany sited roads Sy Crestline
W r
m:l:mglﬁ Bummghun Morth (1997), Irondale (1528, Cahaba Hcighm {1998}, and
0 Feet (1:14400)
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These cross-sections of Mouncain Brook property taken ar
various angles to the mounrain ridges show the range of
elevations for road routes, residences, open space, and
amenities, The sections ook notth-east and stretch from Red
Mouncain to Shades Mounrain, The verrical scale has been
expgrerited to 4x the horizontal to emphasize the topography
- - and the scenic relationships becween natural landscape and
buile features. Elevations in feet above sea level are shown by

LT L e e R e L i horizontal lines. The data in the crods sections was derived from
- s GIS ropographic dara provided by the Jefferson Counry Office
of Land Developrment. It was not feld checked.
- et
i ("}
e i

Breakwand Road
!y
B
Hermimgs Rrad
Spring Valley Road

Woreh Woodridge Road
i Fg ot g1 gy Ed

Scale: 1" = 400 Feet (1:4800) in horizontal direction;
vertical scale exaggerated 4x

Richard K. Andevson, Jr., Birget Kibelba, 2012,
MOUNTAN BROOH RECORDNMG FACJECT

nai wr

T R | e Tean o RTRReaEn
MOUNTAIN BROOK 1926 - 1929

ar Mo

LT

WDPUMTAR, BP0 PARKHAY AT CARAAA POAD

aEreEms rae mnreen

G st e, i | e e

T ———

Siting the Roads. mas o, a1-2 Sheet &

[n the 1920, fernison & Co. built 28 miles of roads into the
Mountain Brook landscape, Throwsh roads accessed the valley
toor and ran along Shades Mountain, Westhury and Overcrest
Roads were planned to cross the crest, accessing Jots af the crest
and along the mountains southern flank.

Manning worked through many designs before arriving at
the: fimal plan for the read system, Despite the challenges of the
existing topography, shows i the cross sections to the leff, the
planner and his on-sile team munaged to create a system of roads
that winds smoothly through the mountains, Maximem slopes
of § pervent and a mindmuam curve radius of 200 feel were used,
The team created sn exceptional driving experience that lakes
[ull advantage of the scenic qualities of the arca while preserving
the privacy of the restdences,

Warren Manning’s letter of August &, 1928, to Robert
femison discusses the arrangements between his consulting
firmt and Jemisons Birmingham staff and describes the process
for laying down the roads: “The roads af this study are laid
down by Mr. Lutender [Carl Litender, Manning’s on-site
representative] and mysell an the ground, surveved in by Mr
Glander Jr. [Jemison’s civil engineer] and reviewed by vou and
vour associates on fool and on horseback, and by Mr. Kessler
[lemisons Birmingham landscape architect] and e from crest
outlaok points”
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View of Cherokee and Overcrest Roads
Climbing to the Shades Mountain Crast.

Boriad photograph by lohn Wathom, 2013, BHE.

This aerial photograph illustrates the carciul
siting of the roads in Mount i

this view, Cherokee and Overcrest Roads hug
the mountainside as they gracefully climb o

estate lols along taday’s Briarchilf and East
BriarcHf Roads. With its expertly routed wide
S-shape, Overceest is the only road that in the

slope, (Westhury Road and its cres
planned, bl were accessed only by
trail in the 19205,)

Adso shown are the "Mountain Nine” of
the Maountain Brook Cluby goll course. set into
the floadplain, with Cherakee Road running
along itsborder and offering wide views inlo
thi eourse. Rottom left, residences along both
sides of Dell Road are shown. Al the tap, Ok
Mauntain and Double Oak Mountain appear
in the far distance.




GENERAL PLAN FOR MOUNTAIN BROOK, M/

o .

\)‘._ RAILEDAD S : 2 ’ s
3 ; II:| “THAILS i . ! (et '.,. i S i VAL - N
SR £ e AR Gl N .
:’/ \j_ & ‘:éﬁ \._\\I ke - .._ ,.‘-"{ _\; é I 1

e e e —
Tentatior Dittrict Map Sbesving Property of Mowstain Brook Land Ca. and Auscctater, Barmingham, Alabama - Gensral Flaw, March 11, 1929, Courresy Birmingham Public Library Archives, Birmingham, Alabama.
Warren Manning's planning for Mountain Brook, begun in comparison, the well-pl

LEGEND September 1926, culminated in this final plan of March 1929,  Hallywood and Redmo:
= : The General Plza included the sicing of roads and bridges, loc 1920s, tngerher compre
Jemison & Company Mountain lines for residences, resecvation of and deed restrictions to Ta =et the tone for th
Brook 1929 boundary: ss = preservie open space, and the inclusion and locarion of ocher Manning suggested bui
community features such as the commercial village, schoal, designed the setting, ga

riding academy and erails, counery club and golf course, George Washingron's b

LM showcase houses, and an old mill, Manning's frm also Manning suggested rec
ﬂSCﬂ-lf;‘ml Jmf}ﬂ'ﬂ Ff‘-ﬂf {1 1?290} v wwo  smw  amor,  Produced promotional materials for Jemison & Company. The  Mill along Shades Crech
E y ! | quu . . 3 4,” ;p:? plan covered 2,500 acres of Jemison lands and more than his family manse near B
2,000 acres of adjoining lands, then in ownership frendly to mill on Rock Creck in ¥

f i E'?m j*b?m Jemison incerests. The real estare development was the then highly popular gar

largest, as well as the fines:, undertaken in the region. By plans for che "Old Mill.'
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anned adjacent communicies of

vt Park, also developed in the late

s 320 acres,

& new residentinl districe, Warren
Iding a Mr, Vernon replica. Manning
rdens, and planting plans, Because
{t. Vernon eatare included a mill,
mstruction of the former Perryman

the Tudor-style school and commercial area at Mountain Brook

formed dramaric focal poines, envisioned and siced by Manning,
in the wooded residential [andscape,

Whether the residential lots were large or small, special
distinction and valae were considered to the end char hardly
twa lots were alike, The designers scated that thought was

- Manning had recently redeveloped $:"w:l| to each house site so that the house and the ot might be
eading, Massachuserts, as well asa "warthy of each other." They further stared rhar topographic
Vashingron, D.C,, into tea houses, anel unusual features—springs, formarions, trees,

hering spocs. William Kessler drew the

shrubs, and views - determined lot boundaries, not grometric
"It opened in 1927 to serve meals

forms.

and encourage lor sales. Together "Mr. Vernon," che "Old Mill,"

Village, and the Regency-sryle Mountain Brook Club clubhouse

Birgi Kibelha, 2012,
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General Plan for Mountain Brook, March 11, 1529,
HALS Mo AL-2 Shoot &:
This general plan prepared for Jemison & Co. of Birmingham,
Alabama, represents the final statement—"studied, drawn,
checked, approved for issue, and signed by Warren Manning™—
fior the development of its Mountain Brook property. Jemisans
firm began buying this property in 1925, Warren Manning was
retained in the fall of 1926, From 1926 to 1929, Manning, together
with Jemison's team of local professionals, worked on this plan and
also prepared plans for the several thousand acres of adjoining
lunds: Forney Johnston's Lockerbie, George Gordon Crawford’s
Iroadale Furnace property, and B A, Yites' propertly,

The plan shows the alignment of Mountain Brook's roads
and lots, entrance wavs, and community amenitics. Within the
dashed boundary lie these major parcels: Mountain Brook Estates,
top left, above Mouniao Braok Parkway; the Highland Sector on
Shades Mountain, where Jemison’s investors wepe 1o build their
home sites, designated as los A, B, €, D and [ and B-1, C-1, -],
amd -1 on this plan; and lands held by fetferson Country Estates,
cenler. The Mountain Land Cocand the Mountain Brook Land Co,
also held company fands; the fatter company issued this fital plan
of March 11, 1929,

The existing communities of Redmonl Park, Rockridge
Park, Country Club Estates, Hollywood, and Abingdon, all also
subdivided in the 19205, are shown, as well a5 the Smver and
Shook estates along the Shades Mountain crest, The Birmingham
and Hollywood Country Clubs and the county schools ol
Holhrwood and Crestline are also noted. Brookwood Pagoway
extends [rom Cahaba Road along Little Shades Creek, despile the
fact Jemison & Co. does not own this right-of-way,

[n addition to careful placement of lots and routing of roads,
Jemison and his planners put much effort into setting the tone for
the new development. The types of residences and the area’s rustic
character were defined through thoughttul design and siting of
model homes and other features, such as bridses, entrance gales,
and street signs. The following pages highlight the large number
of structures designed and built by 1929 that define Mountain
Brook today, Many of the historic renderings were produced for
promotional materials used by Jemison & Co,
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Properties of Mountain Brook Land
Company & Associates. Phagaphic print of 5
Blocking Birgs-Eye Drawing, by Eghert Hans, Warren H
Manning Offices, inc., Cambradge, Mass,, lonuary 1939
Colirteyy Birmbigham Public Erany Degsartrmant of Archives
and Mandscripts [BFL Arciives)

Rabert Jemison often commissinmed
rendetings (o help prospective purchasers
imagine his visienary underiakings. This
bird's-eve drawing illustrates what the
Manning firm thought would be in the

final general plan for the Mauntain Brook
praperties. The view is from the Calaba River,
louking across Shades and Red Mountains
to the City af Birminghanm. The artist tnak

\"" "I"' L 3]&?‘;‘ 3 Y license in rendering this perspective. It is

an ' = A AA Y derved from aerial photographs and Warren

r ;_{ E_m 1 : e ' _ Mannings mind, which could, as he stated

. 1w, . to Robert femison, visualize the entire
. ; development

[he birds-eye drawing emphasizes
the mountainous lereain with its creeks
descending into the Cahaba River. [t also
delineates the planned east-west access
roues—Lthe Shades Creek=Mountain Brook
Parkeway, Cherokee Road, Brookwood
Parkoway—Lasl View Road, and Spring Valley
Rirac—as elegant anteries passing through
and leoping back across the challenging
terrain,

Whords and arrows identify the amenitios
af the develapment: Mountain Braok Village,
Muoumntain Brook School, the Old Mill, the
Mauntain Brook Club, and 2 Community
Centeron Leeds Road (which does not
make it into the final plan approved two
months later). The investors estates atop
Shades Mountain above Cherokee Road are
promigently featured. A Westchester Road is
shewn extending into the Irondale Furnace
praperty along the creck and the proposed
lake just upstream of Mountain Brook Club.
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BRIDGES, ENTRANCES, AND AMENITIES PLANNED

As general planner, Warren Manning was responsible for the planning guidelines and
placement of residences, amenities, roads, and trails, Jemison & Co local landscupe
architect, William H. Kessler, designed “drive ways” "entrance ways,” signage, and, with
lemison's civil engineer, J. H. Glander, [r., several bridges. Kessler also executed planting
plans. Trained as a horticulturalist at Berckmans’ Fruitland Nurseries in Augusta, Georgia,
Kessler [irsl worked with Jamisen & Couin 1904 during the mussive landscape work that
accompanied Jemisons Pairtield, Alabama, development.

Im the 1920s, William Kessler became 2 certified “Landscape Architecl” He worked
with Birmingham landscape architect |. A. Myers al this time. While Kessler played
onby a supporting role on the Mountain Brook project, by the 19505 and 196(s, when
hemebuilding lourished, his experience provided the continuity for realizing Mannings
earlier plans. Kessler sited houses and drives and designed planting schemes and gardens
for the new homeowners of the mid-century era. He inked so many drawings thal these in
Birmingham came i believe he designed Mountain Brook,
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Cahaba Road Entrance Way. Dowing oyl 5 8yers, Decomber 28, 1926, W lam M, Kessler, Landscape Architect, Pubished in Mourtoin Braok Ermes, 1957 BAL Archives
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GI:IH Lmhs Bﬂdge'. Blugling by ‘William H, Kessler, Landscaps Architact, and 1 &, Wyers, 1928, BPL Archoves,
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Detail of Entrance on Leads Road. sluatine iy 1 A&, Wyers, Williang H Bacsler. Landscage fechitecs, 1938, BIL Archives.
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