TOWN OF POPPLE RIVER
FOREST COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
NOVEMBER 11TH, 2025

· Call to Order at 6pm.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

TOWN BUSINESS
· October Minutes read by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the minutes by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Dale Nichols.
· Treasurer’s Report read by Audi Howen. Audi, mentioned the one CD the is due by the end of the month, it was agreed to roll it into a new one at CoVantage. Mary Sullivan brought up that we have consistently a balance in our checking of nearly $100,000. She stated that we possibly look into putting some of the funds in either a high yield savings account or back into a CD.  Audi will get information on different savings account.  Mary told Katie Haen to add this to the next agenda.  Motion to approve the Treasure’s Report made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Dale Nichols.  Before they could move on Katie mentioned the bills, checks and reports still needed to be discussed. Bills, Checks, and Reports presented by Katie Haen. No motion made.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT ~ Chief Paul Behrens
· 0 calls for Newald and 0 calls for Popple River
· The department was part of a Hunter’s Rescue Training, 22 fire department members from 7 area departments were involved. The scenario was what to do with a hunter who has fallen out of the tree stand and is now suspended in the air.
· Chief Behrens is still working on the Budget with the Town of Ross, there budget meeting has not taken place yet.
· Pump and Ladder testing is complete.
· The department did some extra training on Carbon Monoxide detector, propane leaks, smell of gas calls and how to respond to them. Next months training will be on Chimney Fires and refresher on Ice Rescues. Mary Sullivan offered her lakeside access to the Department if they need it. 

MAINTENANCE – EQUIPMENT
· Dale Nichols says nothing is broke. The Plow Truck is filled with sand, sander is on, just needs the plow put on but the truck is ready for snow.
· Dale Nichols got the small back shed empty. Mary Sullivan asked what are we going to do with it?  If noone wants it Dale says he’ll dispose of it. Cal Peters says he will remove it but not until Spring.
· Dale Nichols mentioned that some of the weight limit signs are missing, we had 20 but now can only find 8.
· Dale Nichols stated he found some moisture in the shipping containers. Cal Peters said that with the wood floor it needs to be elevated so that it gets proper air flow to keep the wood dry and moisture out of the container. Wade Haen added that its all metal and when it goes from cold to hot condensation tends to appear. They will keep monitoring the situation and look for possible solutions.
· To follow up on the salt shed, Dale Nichols asked Katie Haen if she received any information from the company who did the Florence shed. Katie looked through her emails again and did not, as well as going to the Post Office earlier that day, she received no information. Dale will try to make contact again.

MAINTENANCE – BUILDINGS
· Wade Haen suggested we hire an electrician to install the ceiling fans and hard wire the garage door opener. Wade looked at the ceiling fans, they are not mounted correctly and he stated his ladder and crawling in an attic days are over. Mary Sullivan told Wade to call his guy, Lucas with Due North Electric.

ROAD WORK
· Mary Sullivan asked if the trees from the Ice Storm were all cleaned up? Would they pose a problem come winter. Dale and Wade both agreed that once a good wet snow falls the trees will be  problem.
· Cal Peters mentioned there is a few large potholes on Popple River Road by HWY 139. Dale Nichols says we have some cold patch that could possibly work. It was mentioned that with them so close to the HWY it may be the county’s responsibility.  Wade Haen will assess the situation and make contact with Mark Chrisman, the county highway commissioner.

OLD BUSINESS
· Mary Sullivan said she did not follow up with the Laona School Art Department yet.  She also stated that she will pop into the Town Sign Shop and gather some information for our Welcome to Popple River signs.
· Old Town Plow Truck, Dale Nichols received one phone call from telephone time but no call back. Mary Sullivan didn’t get a chance to put an ad on Facebook Market place yet but will soon.
· Mary Sullivan attended the WTA meeting, here are some notes. Hwy 139 will be repaved in 2028. The Forest County website is not up to date. The county received funds to keep the website current but they no longer have those funds. And according to the County Chair Forest County is Broke. The budget is balanced but shaky so don’t blow on it! The Digital Navigator was present, with budget cuts they are eliminating this service. He stated there are free laptops available if anyone is looking. Chris Schafer from the Visit Forest County office was present and stated that November 15th is the deadline for advertising in the Visit Forest County Booklets. He also mentioned that our Popple River Centennial Committee would be receiving a $500 room tax grant. The county, along with Florence county, Potawatomi Tribe and the Sokaogon Chippewa Tribe, received a 72million dollar grant to lay Fiber, this is on top of the Bug Tussels work being done. The Sheriff's Department also received a grant for Zero Tolerance Speeding, which will start soon and run through next September. So SLOW DOWN in Forest County. It was stated that each town needs an Emergency Management Plan, Mary says she will work with Stephanie on this. Last item, Forest County is not properly surveyed. Before we do any roadwork, we are to contact Kayla Littleton, Forest County Land & Water Conservation, so she can send someone out to find the survey caps. 
· Katie Haen mentioned that after last months ordinance for the Treasurers Bond was passed, she dropped it off with the county treasurer, Christy. Christy let Katie know that we do not need to do this, we pay for a Clerk & Treasurer’s Bond every year to cover any issues with the finances.
· Katie Haen shared the logo for the Centennial celebration and let the town know the committee did receive the $500 grant from Visit Forest County that afternoon.

NEW BUSINESS
· Katie Haen discussed the Assessor’s contract. Stacy sent over a 3yr and 5yr contract. She prefers the 5yr and it has a bit of a discount. Katie did not shop around but talked with a neighboring town. After discussion a motion was made by Mary Sullivan to sign the 5yr contract, seconded by Dale Nichols.
· Tax Season is upon us, Mary Sullivan asked if Audi Howen was ready, and if she needed anything.  Audi said she has been in touch with the County Treasurer, ordered envelopes and will be making an appointment to do some training with the county treasurer.  Our previous treasurer Sue Schallenberg also stated that she is willing to help and answer any questions she may have.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
· Rosie Konitzer mentioned that the Long Lake Fire Department has their annual bake sale on Friday November 21st and items can be dropped off all day on Thursday the 20th.
· Cal Peters talked about the welcome signs, that possible the land areas be cleared now before winter. A new spot on North 139, place on Wade & Katie Haen’s property is considered, they are on the town line. South 139 is trickier, one side is federal land and the other is federal and borders Dominski’s land. He stated she may be easier to deal with than the feds. And we need to know what requirement guidelines there are for being on the highway. Wade Haen will gather information when he speaks with the Highway Commissioner.

Next Meeting will be on Tuesday December 9th, 2025 at 6pm

Motion to adjourned was made by Mary Sullivan seconded by Dale Nichols and the meeting was adjourned at 7:18pm.

Respectfully submitted on November 18th, 2025  by


Katherine A. Haen

