TOWN OF POPPLE RIVER
FOREST COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
April 21st, 2026

· Call to Order at 6pm.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

TOWN BUSINESS
· March Minutes read by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the minutes by Wade Haen and seconded by Dale Nichols.
· Treasurer’s Report read by Audi Howen. Bills, Checks, and Reports presented by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the financials made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Wade Haen.
· Rolling over funds from our checking account into a CD or high interest savings account was discussed and finally decided. A motion was made by Mary Sullivan to move $75,000 to a Money Market Account at Laona State Bank and seconded by Dale Nichols. Katie Haen will get minutes typed up and paperwork signed for the bank and get the money moved. Mary Sullivan and Audi Howen will also have to sign documentation to get the money moved. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT ~ by Chief Paul Behrens read by Katie Haen
· There was 1 call in Newald and 0 calls in Popple River for the last month.
· Last month's training was on wildland urban interfaces and forest fires. Next month’s training will be pump operations and water shuttle.
· The DNR grant for 2025 purchases has been completed and is being submitted for the 50% reimbursement. The 50% department responsibility was paid out of fundraising money. The application period for the 2026 DNR FFP grant opens in April. The new turnout gear from the NVFC/MSA Globe grant is in production and scheduled for delivery later this month. The department has purchased new boots and new gloves using fundraising money to complete the 4 sets of gear. We have applied to the Potawatomi grant for two additional sets of turnout gear, so that half of our members can have compliant new protective clothing.
· Raffle tickets are now available for purchase at the upcoming Picnic and Open House on Sat Aug 29 from 12-6. We are raising money to purchase a “banana boat” rescue watercraft for ice rescue and water rescue.
· Department meetings and training are held on the first Monday of the month at 6pm and anyone interested is welcome to attend.
MAINTANANCE – EQUIPMENT
· Dale Nichols stated that the wing on the Grader got a good workout in the last storm; 30in+ of snow is a lot to move. He did find an oil leak from the Grader and found and fixed the $200 hose, but not before it lost about 8gallons of oil. Dale also picked up the oil and filters for all the equipment and will do the routine maintenance when he has time. 
· Dale Nichols mentioned a couple of 15amp fuses blew on the Town Pickup, ones for the backup camera and blower fan. All is now fixed.
· Wade Haen and Dale Nichols will get together soon and take the sander off the Plow Truck so they can start hauling gravel to fix some of the washouts.
MAINTANANCE – BUILDINGS
· The salt shed and garage bids. We did not receive bids from Matt Schmelling and Bayland Builders; they both passed. All In One Construction gave us bids. Salt Shed at $49,850.00 and Garage addition at $31,800.00. After much discussion, and a few modifications to the bids, a motion was made by Wade Haen to go ahead with both jobs and Dale Nichols seconded.
ROAD WORK
· Katie Haen opened and read all the bids. After a whole lot of discussion, a motion was made by Mary Sullivan to accept the bid from Scott Construction to only chip and fog seal the Long Lake 1.4 mile stretch. We will revisit what to do with Stevens Lake Road after this coming winter, next spring. Seconded by Dale Nichols.
OLD BUSINESS
· Mary Sullivan thanked our Poll Workers.
· Mary Sullivan has been working on the culvert replacement paperwork. We have 99 culverts total. And we have 23 that are considered failed. Wisconsin only has us having 4 that would qualify for the funding. We more than likely will not see any funding.
· Mary Sullivan has not been able to reach Racheal with the Art Department at Laona High School, so she had no update for the Welcome Sign designs. She asked if she should contact a sign shop to work on this. She was informed by Rosie Konitzer that the current sign had fallen over with the last storm.
· The WTA meeting will take place tomorrow, and Sue Schallenberg formed a committee to prepare the food for it. She asked that the town reimburse her for those expenses. She was told to submit the receipts, and she will get a check.
NEW BUSINESS
· The WTA sent a Resolution for everyone to pass, regarding Transportation Funding. After reading it over, the board signed the resolution and will submit it to the WTA. 
· Washouts. Dale Nichols will call Jack at the Forest Service and see if we can get some gravel to repair our roads.
PUBLIC COMMENT
· NONE
*Reminder open book is April 29th 2-4pm*
Next meeting is May 12th, 2026, at 6pm.

Motion to adjourned was made by Mary Sullivan seconded by Dale Nichols and the meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm.
Respectfully submitted on April 29th, 2026, by


Katherine A. Haen
