TOWN OF POPPLE RIVER
FOREST COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
February 10TH, 2026

· Call to Order at 6pm.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

TOWN BUSINESS
· January Minutes read by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the minutes by Wade Haen and seconded by Dale Nichols.
· Treasurer’s Report read by Audi Howen. Bills, Checks, and Reports presented by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the financials made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Wade Haen.
· Rolling over funds from our checking account into a CD or high interest savings account was discussed and tabled. Mary Sullivan will contact the banks to get current information before the next meeting.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT ~ by Chief Paul Behrens read by Katie Haen
· There was 1 call for Newald and 0 calls for Popple River. 
· Last month's training was on SCBA and search and rescue. SCBA is the tool that firefighters use to have clean air to breathe in smokey and unsafe environments. We simulated smoke conditions and low-to-zero visibility conditions and had all Newald members perform several search and rescue techniques. We also trained on using our new Thermal Imaging Camera to be able to see through zero-visibility conditions.
· Next month’s training will be preparing for Wildland Fire season.
· The Dept is in the process of fulfilling our DNR grant purchases for the 2025 grant. The application period for the 2026 grant opens in April.
· It looks like the Ice Rescue training will be held on Feb 22.
· Department meetings and trainings are held on the first Monday of the month at 6pm and anyone interested is welcome to attend.
MAINTANANCE – EQUIPMENT
· Update on the old Town Plow Truck, it has been decided that we have explored every avenue to try and sell this machine and not one serious buyer. Katie Haen suggested Scrap yard pricing. After discussion, Katie will contact, Oakleaf in Rhinelander, Cousineau in Anitgo, True Recycling in Caspian, and Schneiders in Kingsford to find out who has the best scrap pricing. Once one place is picked, she will arrange delivery of the truck.
· Dale Nichols mentioned he needed to pick up oil and filters to service the town equipment. He also noted he needed to do some work on the wear bars for the ditch mower before summer.
MAINTANANCE – BUILDINGS
· The salt shed; Mary Sullivan and Dale Nichols, after looking over the information from Wheeler, started to look at some other alternatives. They both landed on the idea of using our 2 shipping containers and placing a quonset hut roof over them and placing in the same spot as our current salt shed. It will save us some money, possibly. 
ROAD WORK
· Katie Haen mentioned we need to set up our road projects for the year so we can receive bids. It was agreed that she would place an ad for bids to Chip and Fog Seal 1.4mile on Long Lake Road and 1.5mile on Stevens Lake Road and the last .5mile on Stevens Lake Road Grind to Gravel. Mary Sullivan made a motion to return .5 mile on the end of Stevens Lake Road back to gravel and Dale Nichols seconded. 

OLD BUSINESS
· [bookmark: _Int_GFQHfJLG]Mary Sullivan made contact with the High School Art Department on the design of our Welcome Signs. They will have some designs for us to consider at our next meeting. The school will make them as long as we reimburse them for all the materials. They have lots of ideas including solar lights and adding in some metal arts. We will make some sort of recognition for the design that is picked. Location of the signs is still in question, needs more discussion.
· Updating the Veterans Board is becoming problem some. Our fear is excluding members who served. Mary Sullivan, Sue Schallenberg and Cindy Brown will continue to do research. Sue suggested we set out a sign up sheet at the centennial asking for information about veterans from our town past and present to help us in the search.
· Mary Sullivan suggested looking up and listing all the past board members for the centennial. She said she will work on this project.
· The WTA meeting is set for April 22nd at the Newald Town Hall. It was suggested at the last meeting that the town showcases Popple River Pizza. After much thought, Katie Haen doesn't think this is a great option as there are not enough ovens to accommodate. Other options considered would be cold cut sandwiches, salads, chips, sodas, and a couple of pizzas.
NEW BUSINESS
· The Potawatomi Donations Letter was received, and Mary Sullivan will work on this. She will ask for upgrades to our Town Hall, like a generator. Wade Haen will get quotes for several types before the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
· None

Next Meeting will be on Tuesday March 10th, 2026, at 6pm
Motion to adjourned was made by Mary Sullivan seconded by Wade Haen and the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 pm.
Respectfully submitted on February 24 th, 2026  by


Katherine A. Haen


