TOWN OF POPPLE RIVER
FOREST COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
January 13TH, 2026

· Call to Order at 6pm.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

TOWN BUSINESS
· December Minutes read by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the minutes by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Wade Haen.
· Treasurer’s Report read by Audi Howen. Bills, Checks, and Reports presented by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the financials made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Wade Haen.
· Rolling over funds from our checking account into a CD or high interest savings account was discussed and tabled until March after taxes are settled.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT ~ by Chief Paul Behrens read by Katie Haen
· There was 1 call for Newald and 0 calls for Popple River. 
· Last month's training was on ice rescue reach, throw, and go methods. We had all Newald members wear suits and operate all the equipment.
· Next month’s training will be search and rescue in low visibility areas using Self Contained Breathing Apparatus.
· We are still working on putting together the joint area fire department Ice Rescue training on the Popple River side of Long Lake. We were hoping to have a professional trainer come in and do a full certification day for anyone who doesn’t have the Technician level already, but instructor availability and cost has been an issue. So we are looking at doing a half-day Refresher again the same as last year. The day we are shooting for is January 31 at 10am, we want to get it done so that everyone’s skills are fresh before the derby.
· Department meetings and trainings are held the first Monday of the month at 6pm and anyone interested is welcome to attend.
MAINTANANCE – EQUIPMENT
· Update on the old Town Plow Truck, it has been in the newspaper, on Telephone time and word of mouth, now on Facebook social media and still not one peak of interest. Mary Sullivan will contact WI Surplus and advertise on the platform. She will also reach out to all Chairpersons in Forest County to see if anyone is interested. Katie Haen mentioned that she called Oakleaf Salvage yard in Rhinelander and they gave her a rough quote of $2000 for scrap metal or parts. All avenues will be explored, but we are hoping it is gone soon.
· Dale Nichols took the chainsaw in for a tune up, it is 12yrs old. And it received a rebuilt carburetor. It still works great.
MAINTANANCE – BUILDINGS
· Katie Haen reached out for information about the salt shed; she received a sample quote from Wheeler, salesman Jake. It was a quote for a similar shed from another job. Copies were given to Mary Sullivan and Dale Nichols to look over. It is pricey, $47,000 for just the materials. We would have to set up a meeting with him to get a formal quote. For now, we have basic information.
· We need to reach out for the garage addition quotes; we need 3.

ROAD WORK
· Katie Haen shared an email from Delmore Consulting. They sent an annual contract to inspect the culverts again.  We all agree it's not worth the money; we have all the information and can keep up on their upkeep. Mary Sullivan stated she is still waiting to see if the State is going to release some funding to help with replacement of failed culverts.
· Dale Nichols and Ed Roth have put in some hours plowing snow and trimming trees on Diedrick, Chaney and Old 139 by the Peters Heritage Park. They still need to clear some trees out on MacArthur Pine. Dale also had to run out to Stevens Lake Road to sand some icy spots where some logging trucks were having a hard time finding traction.

OLD BUSINESS
· Katie Haen, on behalf of the Centennial Committee, asked if any follow-up was done with Laona High School Art Department on the Town road sign design. Mary Sullivan has not stated she would make contact soon.
NEW BUSINESS
· The WTA (Wisconsin's towns association) is due to have a meeting set in Popple River. Since we don't have indoor plumbing, Mary Sullivan reached out to Newald and they will allow us to host in their Town Hall. Mary Sullivan set the meeting for April 22nd, 2026, at 6pm. She would like Haen’s to showcase their pizzas. She would also like the entire board to be present.
· Mary Sullivan has been in talks with area leaders on possibly co-op shared equipment. The proposal is that we have a hot water pressure washer, we place it in Long Lake, and it can be used mutually by Newald, Popple River, Long Lake and Tipler.  We as a whole mostly were against this idea. Issues like, who maintains the equipment, reports of some being rough on equipment, what happens if it broke, to many unknowns for our town to agree to this proposal. We have stated we don't use this piece of equipment because we have no running water. Rosie Konitzer suggested we get a farm water tank so we can start using it. Or if we don't plan to use it, maybe we just put it up for sale. Dale Nichols reminded the board that the reason it was originally purchased was to clear frozen culverts.
· Katie Haen informed the board and citizens that she will be hosting a community soup the following Sunday for area seniors at the pub. With county funds cut for senior meals, she has organized this effort with other area residents from the surrounding towns. She also recieved an email from Crandon promoting another meal offered once a month at the Crandon High School Cafeteria, starting Jan 31st at 11am.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
· Rosie Konitzer reminded us that we have a vote on April 7th, ballots are not out so Katie Haen couldn't find what is all on the ballots. She also suggested for the Annual Peoples Meeting in April we bring back the social time that we use to follow that meeting and the Christmas one. It was simple as snacks and social time. We all like that idea.
· Dale Nichols asked if the town was still interested and purchasing more land. It was discussed talking with the Langes and Teri, the two property owners that butt up to the town property. If we purchase more land, we will have room to expand in the future. Mary Sullivan is not too clear on the surrounding area and would need to see it but is willing to reach out to the Langes. Katie Haen has contact for Teri and will reach out to her before the next meeting.
Next Meeting will be on Tuesday February 10th, 2026, at 6pm
Motion to adjourned was made by Mary Sullivan seconded by Wade Haen and the meeting was adjourned at 7:02pm.
Respectfully submitted on January 21st, 2026  by


Katherine A. Haen




