TOWN OF POPPLE RIVER
FOREST COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
March 10TH, 2026

· Call to Order at 6pm.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

TOWN BUSINESS
· February Minutes read by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the minutes by Dale Nichols and seconded by Wade Haen.
· Treasurer’s Report read by Audi Howen. Bills, Checks, and Reports presented by Katie Haen. Motion to approve the financials made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by Dale Nichols.
· Rolling over funds from our checking account into a CD or high interest savings account was discussed and tabled. Audi Howen will contact the banks to get current information before the next meeting. There are also 3 CD’s that will be rolled over by the next meeting.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT ~ by Chief Paul Behrens
· There was 1 call for Newald and 0 calls for Popple River. 
· Last month's training was on Ice Rescue and Incident Command, in a joint training where 7 area fire departments were in attendance, led by Chief Behrens and hosted by Long Lake Volunteer Fire Department. Training was conducted on Long Lake and utilized an inflatable Rapid Deployment Craft. 
· Next month’s training will be preparing for Wildland Fire season.
· The Dept is in the process of fulfilling our DNR grant purchases for the 2025 grant. The application period for the 2026 grant opens in April.
· Thanks to the efforts of the Chief, the department was awarded a grant for four (4) full sets of brand-new turnout gear through the NVFC’s Globe MSA Grant. Gear set includes coats, pants, and helmet with fronts. Each set costs approx $6-7k
· Department meetings and training are held on the first Monday of the month at 6pm and anyone interested is welcome to attend.
MAINTANANCE – EQUIPMENT
· Dale Nichols put the wing on the Grader and drove around the north end of town and pushed some snowbanks back. He reported nothing broke and all is good on our equipment.
MAINTANANCE – BUILDINGS
· The salt shed and garage. We need to gather bids for garage addition before the next meeting. Dale Nichols has a contact for Bayland Builders, Katie Haen will contact them and a few other contractors in the area. Bids will be discussed at April's meeting.
ROAD WORK
· Katie Haen sent ads to the newspaper and will have bids by the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS
· Katie Haen reminded the town that elections are on April 7th.  Justice of the Supreme Court, Circuit Court Judge and County Supervisor District 3 is on the ballot.
· The Centennial Update: Katie Haen stated donations are coming in and has hit their budget. Mary Sullivan replaced the entry mat on the end of the ramp to the front door. On the Welcome Signs, Mary Sullivan stated she has a meeting with Ms. Racheal at Laona High School’s art department to see if they have a design ready. Katie asked if anyone had contacted Mrs. Demenski to place a sign on the south end of town. Mary said we need to have all the information before talking to her. We also need to fill out the applications for the county to place signs on the State Highway. Lastly, Katie asked that the ditches be mowed between Belunes and Popple River Road before the celebration. Then Katie reminded them that our Centennial is just 3 months away.
· The old Town Plow Truck was sold for $3500 to a private citizen in the area. Katie Haen will look for the title and any documents for it.
· The WTA meeting is next month, April 22nd, 2026. Sue Schallenberg formed a committee to plan and supply the food. She said they decided on cold cuts and finger foods. Katie Haen will also bring 4 pizzas. The meeting will take place in Newald at the Town Hall on Cypress Street.
· Dale Nichols asked if the board was still interested in purchasing land. They all said yes but nothing is for sale in or near the hall. It was suggested that we ask Linda Eis, which boarders behind the hall, if she would sell us a little piece. As well as Terry Licter, the property to the north along the river, if her family wanted to sell. Katie Haen sent a text to see if she could get Linda’s contact number (Katie will then pass Linda’s # to Mary) and she sent a text to Terry. We can further discuss this at next month's meeting after both women have responded.

NEW BUSINESS
· The Clerk position is no longer an elected position, its appointed (hired), Katie Haen has held the position for 3 yrs and her contract is up. Mary Sullivan, Dale Nichols and Katie worked on a suitable contract, and it was signed by the board. Katie will be with the town for another 2 years.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
· None

Next Meeting will be on Tuesday April 21st, 2026, at 6pm followed by the 
Annual People’s meeting at 7pm.
Motion to adjourned was made by Mary Sullivan seconded by Dale Nichols and the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted on March 20 th, 2026  by


Katherine A. Haen



