
The Best Christmas Miracle 

Do you have a favorite Christmas story? Countless books and movies have been created 

around the idea that special things – even miracles – are more likely to occur at 

Christmastime. My personal favorite is the classic movie It’s a Wonderful Life staring 

Jimmy Stewart. Just when George Bailey’s life is such a mess that he’s wishing he’d 

never been born, God sends an angel named Clarence to rescue him, to show George 

what a gift life is. It’s a great story, but nothing compared to what happened on the very 

first Christmas, when God sent, not only angels, but more importantly, His own Son to 

rescue the whole human race. 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 

be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 

child… An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 

give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

(Matthew 1:18-21) 

Joseph must have felt a little like George Bailey at first. His life was in shambles. The girl 

he loved and wanted to marry was pregnant, and he knew he wasn’t the father. There 

seemed no way this scenario could turn out well, but then God sent an angel to reveal 

His miraculous plan. So what made that first Christmas miraculous? The guiding star? 

The angels? The virgin birth? Yes, all this and more! 

By definition, a miracle is an event that appears to be contrary to the laws of nature and 

is regarded as an act of God. In other words, when God acts, when He intervenes in our 

lives, it is by definition a miracle. And yet, we find it hard to believe. Kind of reminds me 

of that place in It’s a Wonderful Life where George advises Clarence not to mention 

being an angel. Clarence asks, “Why? Don’t they believe in angels? …Then why should 

they be surprised when they see one?” If you believe in God, then you must believe in 

miracles too, so why should you be surprised when you see or hear of one? A virgin 

giving birth certainly isn’t too difficult for the creator of the whole universe. 

What God did that first Christmas was indeed a miracle, but the larger wonder is that He 

chose to do it at all, that He loved us enough to send His Son to live among us in human 

form, and then most importantly, to die on the cross to save us. That is the first and best 

Christmas miracle of all. 
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