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The Saltshaker is now electronic!
If your email is on file, you will only receive the
Saltshaker electronically unless you have requested a
copy to be delivered via USPS! Let us know how you
want to receive our newsletter.

The Pastor’s Pen
The season of Advent is here! Advent, meaning arrival, takes place the four
weeks before Christmas and is a time when we prepare for and await the coming of
Christ. As I began my advent devotionals, I was reminded of the importance of this
season: Advent reminds us to wait in the darkness, to be still in the chaos, and to not
be afraid but rather be filled with hope in the coming of love and peace. Luke’s
Gospel opens with some familiar characters, Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth. They,
like so many of the other biblical characters have a problem: they have been unable
to conceive a child. Luke tells us that Elizabeth is barren and both of them are…well,
getting old (vs.7). This isn’t a new problem in scripture. Genesis provides us with a
similar telling, Sarai (later Sarah) is also barren. In the midst of Abram’s despair, the
Lord appears and says a common mantra, “Do not be afraid” (15:1). Do not be afraid,
do not be afraid. It’s worth repeating. The Christmas story begins with this same
proclamation. First to Zechariah, then to Mary. For many of us, fear isn’t something
that comes to mind at Christmas. We know what’s going to happen: shopping, lights,
trees, cookies, festivities, food, family, presents, and later exhaustion. But fear? In
fact, even though familiarity is the nature of the season, fear is very real in the midst
of those who surround us. And not just superficial fear like, “I hope I don’t ruin the pie”
or “What if my kids hate their gifts” but real, terrifying fear. Fear of inner feelings, fear
of other people, fear of the future, fear of financial uncertainty, fear of going to
Christmas without someone who used to be around. Yet, over and over, God tells us,
“Do not be afraid.” God is bringing good news. Let us wait in this advent until the final
advent arrives.
Blessings,
Pastor Cassie
Adult Sunday School 9:30 AM
Praise Team Practice 10 AM Sunday
Fellowship immediately following Sunday Services
BUMC Ringers rehearsal Sundays after services
Sacks to Mats in the Courthouse Mondays @ 6:30 PM
Christian Men's Fellowship Breakfast 1st Saturday
at 7:30 AM at various locations in Plattsburg

Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM
Church Services start at 10:40 AM
BUMY Sundays at 6 PM
BUMC Singers rehearsal Wednesdays at 7 PM
BUMM's Breakfast is the Third Saturday at 9:30 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Thursday at 6:30 PM
Saltshaker articles are due the 23rd of every month

Here are the Sunday assignments! If you are unable to
fulfill your duties please try to find someone to stand in for you. If
you are unable to find someone, let the office know as soon as
possible so someone else can fill in for you. These are crucial
functions of our worship service and play an important part of
fulfilling our church family.

Date
12/2/2018
12/9/2018
12/16/2018
12/23/2018
12/24/18
12/30/2018
1/6/2019

Liturgist

Greeter/Usher

Robin Dickerson Ron & Helen Whiteley Birthday/Communion
Help
Harold & Vi
Connie Collins
HELP
Jim Bonebrake Carmen S & Helen W
HELP
HELP
Christmas Eve
Bruce Hageman
Ken & Kim
Birthday
Kris Torre
Lisa Q & Kathy S
Communion

Schedule for The Month
FOREVER CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT
COMMUNITY COURTYARD
Worship @ 10:40 AM Cassie O’Brien Graham
Liturgist: Robin Dickerson
12/2
Greeters & Ushers:
12:30 Broadway Ringers Rehearsal
6 PM BUMYouth Meeting
12/8
Broadway Singers Rehearsal
12/8
Tour of Churches starts at 1 PM
Worship @ 10:40 AM Cassie O’Brien Graham
Liturgist: Helen Whiteley
Greeters & Ushers: Harold & Vi Bowing
12/9
12:30 PM Broadway Ringers Rehearsal
5:30 PM “The Purpose of Christmas,” Advent Bible Study
6 PM BUMYouth Meeting
12/15 9 AM BUMM’s Breakfast
12/15 5:30-7 PM Christmas at the Parsonage
8:30 AM BUMC Board Meeting
Worship @ 10:40 AM Cassie O’Brien Graham
Liturgist: Connie Collins
12/16
Greeters & Ushers:
6 PM BUMYouth Meeting
1:30 Oakridge & Nick's Sunday Service
Worship @ 10:40 AM Cassie O’Brien Graham
Liturgist: Ken Tongue
12/23
Greeters & Ushers: Celya Millikan & Marian Freeman
6 PM BUMYouth Meeting
12/24 7 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
12/25 Happy Birthday Jesus! Have a Merry Christmas
12/26-28 Home Delivered Meals

Attention!!!
As you know BUMC is
involved in many activities
that serve both our church
and the community. Have
you signed up for any
necessary duties for 2019
yet? If not, PLEASE help us
out by signing up for all you
can help out with.
Sunday Liturgist
Greeter & Usher
Fellowship Contributor
Sunday Guest Follow-up
Home Delivered Meals
4Cs Workers
BUMC Scrapbook/Historian
Sacks to Mats

Fri-Sat 11/30-12/1

Sun
Wed
Sat

Sun

Sat
Sat

Sun

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed-Fri
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Tour of Churches
Schedule
1:00 PM – Bread of Life
1:30 PM – St. Ann’s Catholic
2:00 PM – Second Baptist
2:30 PM – First Presbyterian
3:00 PM – First Baptist
3:30 PM – First Christian
4:00 PM – BUMC
We hope you will find this to
be entertaining as well as
being a blessing during this
holiday season. Please try
to attend all you can. Plus
there will be cookies and
drinks served after the
performance at BUMC!

OAKRIDGE/NICK’S SUNDAY SERVICES
Please mark your calendar for December 16th, we will be holding our nursing home ministry at
Oakridge @ 1:30 and Nick’s about 2:15 all are welcome.

AFTER CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Don’t you enjoy getting together after services for a good time of Fellowship? We now
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries after services on the last Sunday of the month after we “feed the
fish” before worship. We have cake and if someone wants to take a turn providing some form of
snacks or food on any other Sunday you are welcome todo so. Of course, since this ministry is not
covered in the regular church budget everyone is encouraged to give what they can; either by bringing
in goodies to share or by giving a donation to Donna Bonebrake to cover the expenses for this time
together. Won't you please consider taking a turn? The calendars are on the bulletin board in the
fellowship area if you wish to sign up.

Christmas at the
Parsonage
Pastor Cassie and Aaron would
like to invite you to an open
house at the parsonage on
Ben Baldwin, Jr.
Saturday, December 15, from
Bessie Dickerson
5:30-7:00. Before the Graham
Betty Swanson
family arrived, our church family
Cam Collins
did several updates to the
house and the Grahams would
Carol Torre
love for you to come and see
Debbie DeFreece's Mother:
Anna Gardner
the hard work put in by so many
DeFreece's Son, DIL & G-son:
of our faithful members. Please Debbie
Derick, Becky DeFreece & son
stop by for refreshments.
Dorothy Ditmars
Evelyn Green
Harold Bowling
Jackie Swanson
Ken Tongue’s Brother
Kim Tongue's Father:

December
Birthday

18
20

Jaclyn Swanson
Ryan Soldanels
Celya Milliken
Sharon McCulloch
Robin Dickerson
Russ Brumbaugh
Julia James

21

Cassie O'Brien Graham

1
3
8
14
16

21
23
25
26
31

Gil Sander
Teresa Bingham
Jesus
Robert Stayton
Craig Mattke
Anniversary

23
30

Jim & Donna Bonebrake
Pastor Joe & Tina Miller

Marvin Conant
Lindsey Stephens
Shirley Boner
Susan Schindler
S Hageman's Bro:

John Lucks
Wilma Tippit

Let’s start praying for
improvements we can make
to BUMC. We need to pray
for these items regularly.
Attendance at BUMC to
grow;
A van/bus is needed for
transportation to Sunday’s
Services & Youth Missions.
Playground/Parking Lot for
BUMC.
Financial Peace for BUMC
and congregation.
Also pray for Oakridge & our
church family there.
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Banana Oatmeal Loaf
Courtesy of Vi Bowing

1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1 cup sugar

1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1/4 tsp. salt
3/4 cup old fashioned oats
1 cup ripe mashed banana (about 2
bananas)
1/3 cup buttermilk
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 tsp. vanilla extract

2 large eggs lightly beaten
Note: You can add nuts & or coconut if
you like.
Spray loaf pan with nonstick oil.
Heat oven to 350.
Combine first 5 ingredients, mix well,
add oats and mix.
Add remaining ingredients and stir just
until moist. Pour into loaf pan and bake
55 minutes or until golden brown.
Enjoy!

News from the Food Pantry

Now that Thanksgiving is over, the Food Pantry is making plans for Christmas dinners we
provide for the families in need. In the planning it was found we have a big need for stuffing mix and
cake mix so once again we are turning to our church family for help. Please consider the giving of
one of these items ( or both! ) Of course, money is always acceptable and we can purchase the
needed items. The Food Pantry thanks all of you for your continued support. We all have been so
blessed to have our needs met -- let’s share our blessings with those less fortunate.
4Cs and More Thrift Store
Have you heard of re-gifting?? This is something you might want to think about for the
Christmas Season. You can pick up all kinds of presents at the 4Cs and More. What a store we
have in downtown Plattsburg! There are so many things you can find there. People often think
there are only clothes. Pay them a visit and you will be surprised!
Now for anyone that needs something to do for a little while, the store is in need of clerks to
help out especially during the holiday season. This could work for a community service project or
extra credit on some programs at school if any students want to partake (plus you would get first
dibs on donations by working there). Please drop in on Tuesday, Thursday or Saturdays to do your
part.

Sacks to Mats

Believe it or not we are still collecting for the Sacks to Mats Program. Keith and Kari Stayton
have it going at full swing now. You should drop by the Courthouse basement on Monday nights to
see how it is all done. They can use all the help they can get. We have a LOT of bags to make into
mats and pillows. Everyone is welcome!

Join us during the month of December for our worship series, “Calm and
Bright: 200 Years of Silent Night.” This year is the 200th anniversary of the
debut of "Silent Night, Holy Night." This hymn has become the best-loved
worship moment of many Christians–even those who only come to church
once a year. Something mystical occurs as we light our candles and sing
the hope of "all is calm, all is bright"–peace and light for the world. This
worship series will celebrate the carol's message over the entire season of
Advent and highlight its call for our lives that can guide us all year long.

