
 

April 2023 NEWSLETTER  
Kittitas County Health Network is excited to be

sharing Network news with you every month along with partner
events and programs throughout our community.

Look for upcoming editions of the KCHN Newsletter
in your inbox each month.

Network Partner, Happy Feet Academy,
Awarded ARPA Funding

The Kittitas County Board of Commissioners awarded $500,000 of the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds to expand childcare by 34% in our community.

Kittitas County Health Network's community partner, Happy Feet Academy, was
awarded funds to expand childcare in Kittitas County through the construction of

a new early learning facility that will serve up to 112 children with half of the
student slots allocated to low-income families. 

 
KCHN is proud to have been part of this collaborative effort to support the

allocation of these funds that will directly benefit the ever-growing need for
childcare in our community. The Network recognizes the impact that these funds

will have on hard-working families who have been on waitlists in the hopes of
getting their children into outstanding early learning facilities in Kittitas County.

KCHN thanks all those involved in making this happen including the Kittitas
County Board of County Commissioners, 

the Washington State Department of Commerce and KVH
for their outstanding dedication to these families. 

 
 

Kittitas County Public Health Champion Award



Childcare Workshop Series

Register Here for Childcare Workshop
Series

https://business.kittitascountychamber.com/events/details/childcare-workshop-series-28763?calendarMonth=2023-04-01


Safe Space Training Opportunities

Sign up for a class to become a Safe
Space trainer! We have spots open in
four different sessions from now until
June. Have multiple folks from your office
who want to get trained? We can also
book a personal session for groups of 6
or more in a location of your choice.

Sign up now here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4
dadae28a3ffcf8-safe#/ 

OR contact the Safe Space
coordinator, Sarah Foy
at: Sarah@healthierkittitas.org

National Drug Take Back Day

Join us Saturday April 22, 2023 from 9 am to 1 pm in the Community
Health of Central Washington parking lot for National Drug Take Back Day!

This is an opportunity to shred your documents, dispose of your unwanted,
unused, or expired medications or sharps safely and securely and get a free
medication lockbox to keep your family safe. We can’t wait to see you there!

Network Partner Upcoming Events & Programs
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dadae28a3ffcf8-safe#/
mailto:Sarah@healthierkittitas.org


Links & Alliances Round Table Chat

Calling all youth and young adults!
Are you part of the LGBTQIAA2S+ community? Join
the 25th Annual Links and Alliances Conference
Round Table on April 15 from 2-4 pm at the
Everett Public Library.
We want to hear from you!

Register now here:
2023RountableChat.eventbrite.com – the event is
free! Social activist Aleksa Manila will moderate
and a special guest in attendance will be the
founder of the Links and Alliances conference,
Dennis Worsham! For further questions regarding
the event, please reach out to liza.patchen-
short@snoco.org

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/links-alliances-round-table-chat-tickets-559003152477
mailto:liza.patchen-short@snoco.org


KCHN Team Highlight
 

We are thrilled to have
Gabriela Martinez on the

KCHN team!

Introducing KCHN's newest team
member, Gabriela “Gaby” Martinez, who
is a first-generation Mexican-American
looking forward to graduating with her
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and

Social Services and is working toward a
second Bachelor's degree in Biology
with a Pre-med specialization. Since

2017, Gaby has worked with the elderly
as a Nursing Assistant Registered

(NAR). Gaby has been involved in the
Ellensburg community for the past two
years - volunteering at Youth Services

of Kittitas County, Skookum House, and
Spirit Therapeutic Riding Center. She

has also volunteered as a medical
interpreter at the Union Gospel Mission

of Yakima.
During this time, she has acquired

expertise in schedule management,
conducting in-home visits, and

assessing individual and community
needs. Gaby has a great commitment to
herself and the community she serves
in welcoming challenges and taking
action to improve the quality of life of
others through knowledge, education,

and meaningful connections. Gaby sees

Gabriela Martinez
Pronouns: she/her

Community Health Worker  



the opportunity to help others as a gift
and as a blessing. In her spare time,

you can find her spending time with her
cat, Chelu, talking to friends, working

out, listening to a variety
of music, and painting. 

Read More About the KCHN Team Here
 

KCHN Has NEW Merch!

 
KCHN sweatshirts and
beanies are available

now! All proceeds go to
clients in need.

KCHN Sweatshirt
Our comfy sweaters will keep
you warm without making you
feel like you live in a sauna.

Black cotton and polyester mix
with simple white embroidery
makes it classic and easy to
dress up, or pair with your

favorite joggers. 

Sizes S-2XL available now! 
$40.00

KCHN Beanie
Get cozy with our dual color

beanies, perfect for these cool
winter days! Black and grey go

well with whatever you have
going on and transition easily

from walking the dog to a night
on the town! 

One size fits most.
Limited supply.

$20 each

Shop now on the
KCHN website!

Alicia Ogren, KCHN Program Director

Sascha Burckhardt,
KCHN Care Coordinator/

Community Health Worker

Featured KCHN Client Testimonial

https://healthierkittitas.org/staff
https://healthierkittitas.org/shop


STAY CONNECTED WITH KCHN

Visit KCHN WebsiteVisit KCHN Website
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