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Join us as we mark four decades of memories. 
From first visits to favourite traditions, thank you for being  

part of our story. Enjoy special events, promotions and exclusive  
experiences all year long. Follow us on social for all the details.

promenade.ca

C E L E B R A T I N G

NEW ADDITIONS NOW OPEN — COME SHOP, DINE & PLAY!



The Voice In Action  |  March / April 2026     3

Letter from the Editor

Our Team
	 Josie Alonzi 	|	 Editor
	 Angelo Filoso 	| 	Associate Editor
	 Anthony Macchia 	| 	Sports Editor
	 Epic Event Planning Corp. 	| 	Graphics & Publication

Interested in Advertising, Sponsoring
or have community photos to share

Contact Us

E | info@thevoice2020.ca   T | 647.482.0360
www.thevoice2020.ca

The opinions expressed in the articles, written by the authors, do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of this publication or of the Editor. 
The Voice In Action is not legally binding of their content and accuracy.

Volume 7  |  Issue 2  |  March/April 2026

Copyright 2026 by THE VOICE IN ACTION. All rights reserved. Printed in Canada. 
Reproductions of this magazine, in whole, or in part, is prohibited unless 

authorized by the Publisher or its advertisers. The advertising space provided in 
THE VOICE IN ACTION is purchased and paid for by the advertiser. None of the 

products or services is necessarily endorsed by THE VOICE IN ACTION.

MAIL IN SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Name:____________________________

Address:___________________________

City:_____________________________

Postal Code:_________________________

Phone:____________________________

Email:____________________________

PO. BOX 72088 Pine Valley Drive, Vaughan, Ontario  L4L 8N8

❍ 1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $69.95 or  ❍ 2 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $129.95

Josie Alonzi

Renewal, Resilience and a 
Global Stage in Vaughan
	 After one of the coldest 
winters in decades — defined 
by relentless snow and re-
cord-breaking storms — spring 
feels especially welcome. As 
the days lengthen and we mark 
the time change on March 8, 
International Women’s Day, 
we are reminded that renewal 
inevitably follows even the 
harshest seasons. 
	 In that spirit of fresh 

beginnings, we proudly feature community leader Dr. Gila Martow 
— Optometrist, former MPP, and tireless advocate — whose 
dedication continues to strengthen and inspire our community. 
	 When Councillor Martow shared that the JCC Maccabi Games 
will come to Vaughan in August 2026, I arranged a visit to the 
future hub at the Schwartz Reisman Centre in Vaughan. 
	 Touring the impressive campus, I saw a vibrant, multi-faceted 
community space: state-of-the-art fitness facilities, indoor and 
outdoor pools, a school, synagogues, banquet halls, offices, and a 
welcoming kosher café.

“With over 13,000 
square feet of training 
space and more than 
30 NHL players 
training onsite, this 
is one of the premier 
performance facilities 
in the world.”

	 We also visited the 
Honey and Barry 
Memorial Arena, 
a $60-million complex featuring two NHL-sized rinks and a 
dedicated shooting pad with real ice. It is home to Gary Roberts 
High Performance Training, attracting elite athletes from  
across the globe. 
	 More than 30 current NHL players — including Connor 
McDavid, Zach Hyman, Leon Draisaitl, Steven Stamkos, and 
Quinton Byfield — train there alongside dozens of rising stars. 
	 This August, Vaughan will welcome international athletes for the 
JCC Maccabi Games — a celebration of sport, unity, cultural pride, 
and global friendship. 
	 As April approaches, may Easter and Passover 
bring meaning, renewal, and joyful time with 
loved ones. Chag Pesah Sameach.

Warmly,

Josie Alonzi, The Voice Editor, Gila Martow, 
Councillor and Jeremy Blustein, Executive 
Director of the Honey and Barry Memorial Arena
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WWW.TORONTOJCCMACCABI.COM

AUGUST 2 - 7, 2026

JCC MACCABI GAMES® & ACCESS

RISE TO THE
OCCASION

GET INVOLVED
ATHLETES
HOST FAMILIES
VOLUNTEERS

CELEBRATION        COM
M

UNITY       COM
PETITION

Olympic-style sports for teens 
aged 13–17

Thousands of athletes from 
around the world

One unforgettable week of 
competition, service & fun

Powered by Jewish values and 
community
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36-100 Bass Pro Mill Drive
Vaughan, Ontario L4K 5X1
Telephone: 905.760.7890

Email: info@atrensmgmt.com

www.atrensmgmt.com

VAUGHAN CITY HALL 
2141 Major Mackenzie Dr. Vaughan, ON  L6A 1T1

 HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Mayor Steven Del Duca
DEPUTY MAYOR, LOCAL AND REGIONAL COUNCILLOR 

Linda Jackson
LOCAL AND REGIONAL COUNCILLORS 

 Mario Ferri  |  Gino Rosati  |  Mario Racco
COUNCILLORS

Ward 1 - Marilyn Iafrate
Ward 2 - Adriano Volpentesta

Ward 3 - Rosanna DeFrancesca
Ward 4 - Chris Ainsworth

Ward 5 - Gila Martow
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Learn more at yorku.ca/som

*Subject to accreditation

York University is addressing the primary care doctor shortage by 
developing Canada’s fi rst medical school with a focus on person-centred 
and community-engaged family medicine and generalist care. 

As part of Ontario’s largest expansion of medical education in a 
decade, York is working with local health care partners to develop 
innovative curriculum and research that improves lives and strengthens 
health systems. 

Opening to students in 2028*

A new kind of 
medical school
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VPL SUMMER Camp!
• For children ages 7–11 
• 9 am to 4 pm 
• $220-$275 per week

• Coding, engineering, robotics,
   outdoor play and more!

Civic Centre Resource Library   July & August 2026

SummerCampCCRL.eventbrite.ca

Code Breakers: Crack the Mystery
Challenge your problem-solving skills with fun  
puzzles, code-breaking, and thrilling escape  
room adventures. A perfect blend of learning  
and excitement!
→ June 29–July 3  No camp on Wednesday, July 1
→ August 4–7  No camp on Monday, August 3

Game Masters: Coding and Video Games
Dive into the world of coding and game design! 
Learn how to write code and build your own video 
games using a variety of fun and interactive tools, 
then play them! Ideal for budding tech wizards.
→ July 6–10                     → August 10–14

Robo Rangers: Build and Battle
Your mission is everything robotics! Build, program, 
and pilot your own robots that you can test in  
exciting robot battles. Perfect for tech enthusiasts!
→ July 13–17                     → August 17–21

Engineering Explorers: Build and Innovate
Unleash your creativity as you design, build, test,  
and refine amazing physical creations from bridges  
to catapults. Engineers of tomorrow, start here!
→ July 20–24                     → August 24–28

Startup Stars: Young Entrepreneurs
Ignite your entrepreneurial spirit! Learn the basics  
of starting a business and create your own products  
to sell using our maker equipment. Be a future CEO  
in the making!
→ July 27–31

Register now!

www.vaughanpl.info
905.653.READ
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BASEBALL
4/5U     6U    7U   8U    9U    10/11U    12/13U    14/15U    16U 18U    19U & Up          

REGISTER NOW @REGISTER NOW @
www.vaughanvikings.comwww.vaughanvikings.com

• • • • • • • • ••

Follow us on: 

City of Vaughan Baseball City of Vaughan Softball

GIRL’S SOFTBALL
             

Follow us on: 

REGISTER NOW @REGISTER NOW @
www.vaughanvikings.comwww.vaughanvikings.com

U7-U9   U10/U11   U12/U13   U14/U15   U16 & Up• • • •

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Is your business ready 
for your retirement?
Get a fresh perspective on your retirement plan.

 
into your retirement plan.

DIRK DRIEBERG
Consultant
Investors Group Securities Inc.
416.716.8251 | Dirk.Drieberg@ig.ca
ig.ca

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Is your business ready 
for your retirement?
Get a fresh perspective on your retirement plan.

 
into your retirement plan.

DIRK DRIEBERG
Consultant
Investors Group Securities Inc.
416.716.8251 | Dirk.Drieberg@ig.ca
ig.ca
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Rep Team of the Year 14U AAA Provincial Champions receiving their award from 
Vaughan Regional Councillor Mari Ferri 

Dirk Drieberg, a long-serving leader in Ontario baseball, was awarded the 
Order of Vaughan, the highest honour presented by the City of Vaughan.
For nearly 30 years, Dirk has dedicated himself to developing youth baseball, coaching 
athletes from T-Ball through competitive levels and often managing multiple teams in 
a single season. His leadership has driven significant competitive success, including 
guiding Vaughan’s 15U team to a Baseball Canada National Championship and 
securing multiple provincial and regional titles.
As a founding member of the City of Vaughan Baseball and Softball Association, Dirk 
helped merge local organizations in 2000 to create what has become Ontario’s largest 
youth baseball and softball association. Serving in key executive roles, including 
President, he has expanded programming, strengthened partnerships with the City of 
Vaughan, and elevated Vaughan’s reputation as a premier baseball destination. 
Under his guidance, the city has hosted national championships, provincial qualifiers, 
and numerous tournaments that contribute significantly to the local economy.
Beyond the field, Dirk has championed scholarships, charitable initiatives, mentorship, 
and volunteer development. His decades of service, visionary leadership, and lasting 
community impact exemplify the spirit of the Order of Vaughan.

Alyssa Falzon (left) with Julian Nicolini 
who was the recipient of the Matthew Roberts 
Umpire Award given by parents 
Elvira Caria & Bob Roberts (right)

BREAKING NEWS - Vaughan Baseball and the City of Vaughan has been awarded the Baseball Canada 
15U National Championships for 5 years (2027-2031)

Baseball in Vaughan
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We extend our thanks to the 
City of Vaughan for hosting the 

JCC MACCABI 2026 Games

Best wishes to all the 
JCC Maccabi participants

- The Greenbaum Family -  

Elite In-Clinic and Mobile Audiology 

Call to book today!
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2022-26 City of Vaughan Members of Council
First row, left to right: Gila Martow, Ward 5 Councillor; Chris Ainsworth, Ward 4 Councillor;  
Rosanna DeFrancesca, Ward 3 Councillor; Adriano Volpentesta, Ward 2 Councillor; Marilyn lafrate, Ward 1 Councillor

Second row, left to right: Gino Rosati, Local and Regional Councillor; Linda Jackson, Deputy Mayor, Local and Regional Councillor; 
Steven Del Duca, Mayor; Mario Ferri, Local and Regional Councillor; Mario G. Racco, Local and Regional Councillor

Chag Pesach Sameach!
Mayor Steven Del Duca and Members of Council extend their best wishes  

for a healthy and happy Passover.
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Vaughan: A community united 
by passion and play 
	 This year, Vaughan will take centre stage as host city of the JCC Maccabi 
Games – the largest Jewish youth sporting event in the world. From 
Sunday, Aug. 2 to Friday, Aug. 7, the city will welcome more than 20,000 
athletes, coaches, families, volunteers and spectators from across North 
America for a week of Olympic-style competition and cultural celebration.
	 “I am thrilled to welcome thousands of Jewish youth and their families 
to Vaughan this summer for the JCC Maccabi Games,” said Mayor Steven 
Del Duca, City of Vaughan. “Vaughan is home to an incredible community 
of sports fans and residents who enjoy an active lifestyle, which is why 
the City of Vaughan proudly supports and champions opportunities for 
friendly competition, like this one, that bring people together. Beyond 
these games, we remain committed to offering recreation opportunities 
that support health, wellness and community connection. This includes 
building new facilities, reinvigorating open spaces and enhancing the 
amenities we already have – ensuring our city continues to thrive and our 
residents can enjoy an unrivalled quality of life.”
	 At the games, young competitors will take part in events such 
as basketball, soccer, baseball and swimming, bringing energy and 
excitement to venues across the community. But beyond medals and match 
scores, the games represent something deeper – a celebration of Jewish 
identity, resilience and unity. At a time when connection and community 
matter more than ever, the event offers an opportunity to strengthen 
bonds, honour culture and inspire the next generation through sport.
	 “Vaughan is honoured to be home to one of the largest Jewish 

communities outside Israel, and we greatly value the many ways they 
strengthen our city,” said Ward 5 Councillor Gila Martow.  “Embracing 
diversity is central to who we are, and we are proud to honour the vibrant 
cultures that shape our community. The JCC Maccabi Games are a 
wonderful example of how we continue to bring people together while 
celebrating Vaughan’s Jewish heritage and a shared passion for sports.”

A city built for sport – and visitors
Being home to more than 500 sport facilities – from soccer fields to tennis 
courts to baseball diamonds – the city is a one stop destination for all 
things sports, attracting top notch players and high-profile tournaments 
that showcase exceptional athletic talent while drawing people together. 
The continued enhancements of modern facilities like the Honey and 
Barry Memorial Arena (18 Marc Santi Blvd.) and the newly opened 
Treasure Hill Soccer Centre (11085 Keele St.), ensure Vaughan is ready not 
only to host international events like the JCC Maccabi Games, but also to 
support everyday recreation.
	 Looking ahead, Vaughan’s commitment to major sporting events 
remains strong. In 2027, the city will proudly host the Baseball Canada 
15U National Championship for five consecutive years – further 
cementing its reputation as a destination for sport tourism.

Turn game day into a getaway
When the final whistle blows, the excitement doesn’t have to end. Explore 
some of Canada’s most iconic attractions, including family fun at the 
LEGOLAND Discovery Centre Toronto and world-class shopping at 
Vaughan Mills.
	 Vaughan also boasts a wide range of accommodations – from luxury 
hotels to budget-friendly stays – making it easy to transform a week of 
competition into a memorable escape. With exceptional dining, vibrant 
neighbourhoods and easy access to the Greater Toronto Area, visitors can 
experience the best of both community spirit and adventure. Make the 
most of your visit and book your overnight stay at visitvaughan.ca.
	 “Vaughan is a standout destination – whether you’re here to cheer on 
loved ones in the JCC Maccabi Games or simply enjoying a well‑deserved 
vacation,” said Ward 4 Councillor Chris Ainsworth. “Our city is 
home to some of Canada’s most iconic attractions, as well as beautiful 
accommodations and incredible restaurants offering cuisines from 
around the world. I hope every visitor takes time to discover the unique 
experiences that make Vaughan such a special place.”
	 Whether you’re here to cheer on an athlete, reconnect with community 
or simply enjoy a well-deserved vacation, the JCC Maccabi Games are your 
invitation to discover Vaughan – a city where sport, culture and tourism 
come together in one unforgettable experience.
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Lifelong 
Friendships 
Start Here

Incredible 
Sta	. 

Unforgettable 
Summers.

WWW.CENTRECAMP.CA   |    416-636-2267

Learn more 
today!

Building 
Confidence, 

Connection and 
Community

Whether you're blowing bubbles or 
doing laps, our aquatics programs 

create connection at every stage.

Every splash 
feels like 

home.

Register today.
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The Countdown Is On: 
The 2026 JCC Maccabi 
Games® & Access Are 
Coming to Vaughan 
This Summer 
      

     We are officially in the year of the 
2026 JCC Maccabi Games® and Access, and this 
summer, all eyes will turn to Vaughan. From August 2-7, 
our city will proudly host more than 2,500 Jewish teen 
athletes, coaches, and delegations from around the globe 
to participate in what is widely recognized as the largest 
Jewish peoplehood project outside of Israel.  

     Planning is well underway, and the excitement is 
palpable. For many of these teens, the Games will be an 
immersive journey that reinforces Jewish identity, 
nurtures pride and connects young people to a global 
Jewish community. 

     The JCC Maccabi Games® & Access come at a time 
of both challenge and opportunity. As Jewish 
communities around the world continue to navigate 
rising antisemitism and complex questions of belonging, 
we are witnessing an equally powerful force: a collective 
surge in unity, resilience, and engagement. This 
summer’s Games will meet that moment with purpose, 
offering teens a transformative space rooted in joy, pride 
and community.  

     The City of Vaughan plays a central role in bringing 
this vision to life. From world-class athletic facilities to 
an inclusive community spirit, Vaughan is more than a 
host city, it is a partner whose essence reflects the values 
of the Games: building bridges through sport, service, 
and shared values.  

  

  

 As home to one of the largest Jewish communities 
outside of Israel, the City of Vaughan remains deeply 
committed to fostering an inclusive, tolerant, and 
welcoming environment for all. The 2026 JCC Maccabi 
Games® reflects that commitment, bringing people 
together through sports, teamwork, and shared 
community pride.  

     Hosting the 2026 JCC Maccabi Games® & Access 
offers Vaughan a unique chance to highlight its 
exceptional facilities, vibrant community life, and 
dedication to empowering youth. As one of Canada’s 
most dynamic and diverse cities, Vaughan is poised to 
deliver an unforgettable celebration of sport, identity, 
and unity on the world stage.  

     “The JCC Maccabi Games® are about more than 
sports,” said David Brinder, Executive Director. “They 
build community, strengthen Jewish identity, and create 
lifelong connections for Jewish youth from around the 
world.” Every event, from athletic competitions to 
cultural celebrations, is carefully designed to replace 
isolation with belonging, and challenge with confidence. 

     Community participation is key to making this 
moment a success. From volunteering and coaching to 
hosting visiting athletes and attending the Opening 
Ceremony, there are countless ways for Vaughan 
residents to get involved. Together, we are not just 
welcoming the world, we are helping shape the next 
generation of Jewish leaders, athletes, and 
changemakers. 

To learn more and stay involved, visit 
www.torontojccmaccabi.com   
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A Life Dedicated to Joy, 
Resilience, Leadership, and 
Community Service 
By Antonio Rosa
	 On wintry Fridays in Montreal, while most kids were in 
class, a young girl would head north of the city with her 
father to explore the snow-covered ski hills. Those afternoons 
were not simply about skiing. They offered both father and 
daughter balance, resilience, and a shared purpose - lessons that 
would quietly shape a life devoted to service, leadership, and 
community building.
Gila Gladstone, was born on June 5, 1961, in Montreal, Quebec, 
into a family where public service and traditional Jewish values 
were woven into everyday life. She was the third of four children 
born to Mia Gladstone, a chartered accountant and college 
accounting professor, and Alex Gladstone, a meteorologist with 
Environment Canada. Her childhood unfolded in the Montreal 
suburban neighbourhood of Chomedey, Laval, which was very 
similar to the Thornhill community of Vaughan, where Gila 
raised her own four kids. 
	 By her teenage years, Gila’s confidence and willingness to 

step into leadership roles were 
beginning to take shape. During 
high school at Western Laval she 
demonstrated early leadership and 
teaching talent, creatively tutoring 
younger students and embracing 
roles in both dance and theatre. 
Her natural ability to connect 
with others and make a difference 
in their lives would become 
her defining trait. These early 
experiences laid the groundwork 
for a strong presence that would 
later serve her well in both the 
professional and political arenas. 
   Gila went on to attend the 
University of Waterloo School 
of Optometry, graduating at 
the remarkably young age 
of 22. During the summer 

between her first and second year, she met her future husband, 
Dr. Jeff Martow, who would go on to become a respected 
Ophthalmologist. Gila and Jeff were married in June 1985, 
building a growing family. 

Community Involvement
	 While successfully running her optometry clinic in the 
early 2000’s, Gila became increasingly involved in community 
advocacy and local politics. In 2007, as a parent associated 
with the group Parents for Equality in Education Funding, she 
advocated for bringing fairness to faith-based education funding. 
An article she authored on the issue led to an appearance on a 
political TV talk show addressing Ontario’s faith-based school 
funding controversy, where she was introduced to a broad 
network of community leaders who shared her concerns. 
	 Around the same time, Gila served as President of the 
Beverley Glen Ratepayers Association (BGRA), registered with 
the City of Vaughan. This is when she first took an interest in 
municipal politics, particularly the proposal to divert the 
Hwy 7 VIVA Rapidway bus route down Bathurst and Centre in 
Thornhill. In opposition to most elected officials at the time, she 
insisted that the ridership was not likely to increase, and the cost 
to the community, taxpayers and local businesses was too high. 
Most now agree that the bus lanes were either unnecessary 
or premature.
	 Gila continued to be involved in local politics while 
volunteering on former MPP Peter Shurman’s and MP Peter 
Kent’s election campaigns. She served as President of the 
Thornhill PC Riding Association as well as other local boards. 

Jeff & Gila at Hockey Chanukah
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After the announcement that a byelection would take place 
in Thornhill mid February 2014, she was invited by then 
Progressive Conservative leader Tim Hudak to be the party’s 
candidate.

Provincial Career
	 Determination and discipline carried Gila through three 
successful provincial elections. Known for her willingness 
to work across party lines, she collaborated effectively with 
colleagues, including then-MPP Steven Del Duca. One of her 
legislative efforts was a 2016 motion calling on the Ontario 
Legislature to officially denounce the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions) movement against Israel. Del Duca offered 
bipartisan support, and together they held press conferences and 
media interviews - an early example of principled cooperation. 
	 During her time in office, Gila focused on issues she believed 
were having the greatest impact on her residents. Among the 
most significant were reforming the tow truck industry, enabling 
the digital witnessing of wills during COVID, advocating for a 
fair funding agreement for Ontario’s optometrists, and securing 
commitments for the Yonge North Subway Extension. The tow 

truck industry remains a persistent issue across the GTA, with 
ongoing reports of driver exploitation and “tow truck wars.” 
While many of Gila’s recommendations were implemented by 
the Ministry of Transportation, several proposals were not. 
Most notably, the unadopted proposals for specialized tow truck 
driver licensing and real-time, “Uber-style” tracking. 
	 At the height of the COVID pandemic, Gila’s residents were 
unable to legally execute wills due to in-person witnessing 
requirements. Through her collaboration with the Attorney 
General of Ontario, Gila introduced and passed a Private 
Member’s Bill permitting the virtual witnessing of wills. This 
represented a significant step in integrating technology into 
government services, an area Gila was, and remains, deeply 
passionate about.
	 In her final year as a provincial representative, Gila publicly 
broke with her party and criticized her leader’s handling of 
a major funding dispute with Ontario’s optometrists. As an 
Optometrist herself, she became increasingly concerned when 
residents under 20 and over 65 years were unable to receive 
essential eye care due to prolonged government negotiations. 
Her public advocacy helped accelerate discussions and led to a 
quick settlement.
	 The final project which came to a head as Gila transitioned 
from provincial to municipal politics, was the Yonge North 
Subway Extension. The Ministry of Transportation planned to 

cancel both Thornhill subway stops. Through sustained public 
advocacy, she secured assurances that the two stops would move 
forward and ultimately be approved. 
	 Through her years in politics, she had the privilege of 
getting to know many people from a wide range of cultural 
and community groups. After deciding not to seek re-election 
provincially, Gila’s desire for closer community connection led 
her to pursue municipal leadership.  In 2022, she ran successfully 
for Vaughan City Council. Her commitment to Vaughan’s 
growth, cohesion, and future has remained unwavering!
	 Now serving Thornhill at the municipal level as the Local 
Councillor for Ward 5, Gila has picked up where she left off and 
continues to advocate for the community. Chairing the city’s 
Cultural Outreach and Accessibility Committees allows her to 
work with residents from the diverse community groups that 
make Thornhill a vibrant suburb.  
	 Beyond politics, the Martow family shares a deep connection 
to Jewish sport and the international community. Dr. Jeff 
Martow is an avid golfer who won gold representing Canada 
at the 2019 Maccabiah Games in Mexico City in the Masters 
category. In 2022, Gila and Jeff travelled together to Israel for 
the World Maccabiah Games, where Jeff proudly competed as a 
member of Team Canada. They are set to return in 2026, with Jeff 
once again representing his country on the international stage.

Bringing JCC Maccabi to Vaughan!
Gila Martow played a key role in bringing the JCC Maccabi 
Games to Vaughan. With strong pitches from the JCC leadership 
along with Gila’s insistence that the accessibility of the city by 
the 407 ETR be highlighted, Vaughan was awarded the bid. 
The event is sure to advance the city’s growing reputation 
as a premier sports and events destination, supported by its 
outstanding facilities, strategic location, and community 
leadership.
	 For the first time in more than 40 years, the JCC Maccabi 
Games are returning to Canada, with Vaughan serving as the 
official host city from August 2–7, 2026. This Olympic-style 
event is the largest Jewish youth sporting competition in the 
world, bringing together thousands of Jewish athletes aged 13 
to 17 from across North America for a week of exhilarating 
competition, connection, and community celebration.

At PM Harper’s reception for PM Netanyahu

With David Brinder, Executive Director JCC Macabi Games 
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	 Founded in 1982, the JCC Maccabi Games have grown from a 
small gathering of 300 athletes into a global experience that now 
welcomes more than 3,000 participants annually. The Games 
provide young athletes with opportunities to compete across a 
wide range of sports while building leadership skills, teamwork, 
confidence and a strong sense of Jewish identity.
The Games are about far more than athletics. They are life-
shaping experiences that foster Jewish pride, strengthen 
community bonds, and create lifelong friendships. Over the past 
four decades, more than 130,000 Jewish teenagers have been 
impacted, leaving a legacy of pride, resilience and connection.
	 As the host city, Vaughan will play a central role in delivering 
an exceptional 2026 Games experience. The city will showcase 
its world-class facilities, vibrant community support, and 
a welcoming atmosphere that reflects Vaughan’s dynamic 
Jewish community. For local athletes, the Games present a rare 
opportunity to compete on home turf, supported by family, 
friends, and neighbours, while representing their city, province, 
and country on an international stage.
	 Thousands of athletes, volunteers, and spectators are expected 
to attend, positioning Vaughan as the heart of this global event. 
Beyond the competition, the Games will highlight the city’s 
cultural richness, hospitality, and commitment to inclusive, 
inspiring experiences for youth athletes. Hosting the 2026 JCC 
Maccabi Games will further elevate Vaughan and the Greater 
Toronto Area, as a recognized centre for Jewish culture, sport, 
and community pride.
	 Councillor Martow’s leadership, with the support of Mayor 
Steven Del Duca and Vaughan City Council, was instrumental 
in securing the Games. Collaboration between municipal 
leadership, volunteers, and community organizations has laid a 
strong foundation to ensure a safe, inclusive, and unforgettable 
experience for all involved. 
	 The countdown is on! Vaughan is ready to shine, and the 
world is coming to play. For Councillor Gila Martow, bringing 
the JCC Maccabi Games to Vaughan is more than a municipal 
achievement – it reflects her commitment to empowering youth 
and strengthening community pride. She encourages residents 
across the city to pick up a 2026 JCC Maccabi Vaughan pin and 
wear it proudly as a symbol of unity, leadership and support for 
youth sports.  

Sports is Vaughan, Vaughan is Sports!
	 Councillor Martow sees the JCC Maccabi Games as a catalyst 
for Vaughan’s continued rise as a premier sports destination. 
That momentum is already translating into tangible results. 
Beginning in 2027, the City of Vaughan will host the Canadian 
Baseball Association’s annual summer tournament for three 
consecutive years, reinforcing the city’s ability to attract and 
deliver major sporting events.  
	 Councillor Martow lives up to the meaning of her name: Gila 
is the Hebrew word for Joy. Throughout her life, Gila Martow 
has embodied this meaning through joy, resilience, and a 
spirit of service. Her journey spans education, healthcare, and 
politics, with each chapter marked by her deep dedication to 
those she serves. She has uplifted community members around 
her, consistently leading with empathy, integrity, and purpose. 
For Gila, her legacy is reflected not only in the initiatives she 
champions, but in the communities she strengthens through her 
unwavering commitment to public service.

Promoting Small Business Week 2025

Election night 2022!
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The City of Vaughan’s event team planned the free festivities which included 
performances & dance instruction by the Nirkoda Israeli Dancers and the 
Temple Kol Ami choir. 

Smiling residents enjoyed being served delicious D.A.N.I. kosher latkes by 
Mayor Steven Del Duca, while sharing festive greetings. 

There was music, games, crafts, photo booths & lots of great entertainers. 

Special thanks to UJA for setting up a stand to serve hot chocolate and treats. 

Chanukah in Thornhill 
December 18, 2025 at Garnet Community Centre
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Where 
little lives 
grow big.

From first steps to first friendships, our 
licensed JCC Daycares are where 
curiosity blossoms, Jewish identity 
begins to form, and every child feels 
at home.

Open to all families. Rooted in care, culture, and connection.

srcentre.ca/daycare

Hebrew school at the JCC isn’t just about 
learning letters, it’s about building a Jewish 
life. JRoots offers hands-on, values-driven 
Jewish learning that helps children 
connect to tradition, community, 
and themselves.

For children in JK to Grade 6.
Open to all families.

Jewish learning 
made personal.

srcentre.ca/supplementary-school
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L O C A L  A N D  R E G I O N A L
C O U N C I L L O R  M A R I O  F E R R I

W I S H I N G  YO U  A L L  A  J OYO U S  E A S T E R
A N D  A  H A P P Y  PA S S OV E R  

( 9 0 5 )  8 3 2 - 2 2 8 1  e x t . 8 9 9 9
M a r i o. Fe r r i @ Va u g h a n . c a  

Linda Jackson
Deputy Mayor, Local &
Regional Councillor

Wishing all of the 
athletes the
very best of luck 
for the
2026 Maccabi 
Games in the
City of Vaughan!
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Magen David Adom is Israel’s national emergency medical and blood service.
It answers every call. 
It reaches every community. 
It delivers care under fire, underground, and in the hardest moments imaginable.

A global leader in international medical rescue
Because emergency care does not begin at the scene. It begins with those who make it possible.

Support the service that shows up when nothing else can. Donate Today. 

When Every Second Matters, 
ISRAEL HAS ONE LIFELINE.

Canadian Magen David Adom is
excited to partner with the
Toronto 2026 JCC Maccabi
Games® & Access by inviting
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
to volunteer their experience,
skills, and time at the Games &
Access.

In moments of terror, disaster, and uncertainty,  there is one service Israel turns to first.

Support CMDA

but that lifeline extends around the world
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	 What secrets would they reveal from whispered negotiations, 
passionate debates, historic decisions, quiet compromises and 
private moments as Canada blossomed into one of the world’s 
most desirable nations? 
	 Of course, they can’t speak. And for now, they barely even 
exist – at least not in the way Canadians remember them. Today, 
those walls – along with the ceilings, floors, and doors – are gone, 
as the Centre Block of Parliament has been dismantled to its 
structural core.
	 Earlier this month, in my capacity as the new Chair of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Internal Economy, Budgets and 
Administration (CIBA), I had the privilege of a private tour of 
the Centre Block rehabilitation project on Parliament Hill.
	 Known as the Long-Term Vision and Plan, the Centre Block 
is undergoing a massive, five-billion-dollar transformation – 
the largest and most complex heritage rehabilitation project in 
Canadian history.  Rebuilt after the devastating fire of February 
1916, the current building is more than a century old and in 
urgent need of renewal. Behind its familiar Gothic Revival 
façade, it lacks many features expected of any modern building 
(state-of-the-art heating, cooling and ventilation, technological 
and security requirements) and requires significant structural 
upgrades, including seismic base isolation.
	 The objective is ambitious but clear: to create a modern 
Parliament that works better for parliamentarians and staff, 
welcomes Canadians and tourists from around the world, 
improves security and accessibility, reduces environmental 
impact, and preserves the historic character that makes 
Parliament Hill so iconic.
	 The Centre Block was vacated in late 2018, with the House of 
Commons relocating to West Block and the Senate temporarily 
housed in Ottawa’s former railway station. Since 2019, it has been 
full steam ahead.
	 Touring the stripped-down shell of the building and walking 
through the Senate Chamber, the House of Commons, the Prime 
Minister’s Office, the Hall of Honour, and the Senate Speaker’s 
quarters, it was impossible not to imagine what these spaces 
have witnessed and heard. The walls may be bare, the corridors 
unrecognizable, but the echoes of history feel unmistakably 
present. I was particularly struck by the work beneath the 
building, where crews are reinforcing foundations dating back 
to Confederation itself and excavating a new basement.  It was 

 If  These Parliamentary 
Walls Could Talk…
What Would They Say?
by The Honourable Senator Tony Loffreda

Senator Tony Loffreda

mind-blowing.  As our guides 
called it, it was the “you have to 
see it, to believe it” tour.
	 One of the project’s most 
striking elements is the new 
underground Parliamentary 
Welcome Centre. At 23 metres 
deep, the excavation is staggering 
– some 40,000 truckloads of 
bedrock have been removed. 
One day, in the not-too-distant future, it will offer Canadians an 
immersive, fully accessible, and engaging entry point into their 
democracy.
	 At its peak, the rehabilitation project will employ up to 1,500 
workers daily and has already supported more than 4,000 jobs 
nationwide. It is also training a new generation of workers in 
highly specialized fields, from heritage masonry to advanced 
engineering – skills that will endure long after the (proverbial 
and literal) dust settles – including from the more than 350,000 
stones that will be rehabilitated.
	 Now in its sixth year, the team behind the project is working 
hard to keep its current schedule. As someone appointed to 
the Senate in 2019, I confess I worried I might never sit in the 
Centre Block’s Senate Chamber.  It’s no secret that these massive 
construction projects are not always on time and on budget. I 
was reassured that, if all goes according to plan, senators will 
reintegrate our old (new) digs during the first half of the 2030s – 
well before my mandatory retirement.
	 So, if these walls could talk, perhaps they would remind us that 
Canada’s history is one of resilience, tolerance and brilliance. The 
stories these walls hold, protect and cherish, that have shaped 
our democracy, will live on within a rejuvenated, state-of-the-art 
Parliament, ready to serve Canada for the next hundred years.
	 As Chair of CIBA, my colleagues and I will continue to oversee 
and scrutinize major decisions related to this project to ensure 
it stays on time, on budget and respectful of the institution and 
the people it serves.  Canadians can follow its progress online 
through quarterly progress reports, photos and a live video feed. 
	 Ultimately, we want to ensure that the Centre Block – with its 
iconic 92-metre Peace Tower and 53-bell carillon – remains one 
of Canada’s most welcoming, most accessible and most visited 
public spaces.  After all, Parliament belongs to its people.  
	 And if these walls could actually talk, they would surely agree 
that the democracy they shelter must always remain strong, 
independent, and free.



 26   The Voice In Action  |  March / April 2026



The Voice In Action  |  March / April 2026   27

Directors of Hearing 
Aid Services
Domenico Cosentino Sr.
Domenic Cosentino Jr.

Filippo Cosentino

Columbus Medical Art Building
8333 Weston Rd., Suite 105
Woodbridge, ON L4L 2J9
prosoundhearing@yahoo.ca
905.264.9975

1420 Burnhamthorpe Rd., 
Suite 350, 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2J9
prosoundhearing@yahoo.ca
905.232.0606

Chin Building
622 College Street Suite 204
Toronto, ON M6G 1B6
prosoundhearing@yahoo.ca
416.924.5033

UDI Hearing Services Pro Sound

FREE HEARING TEST Call for an appointment today or leave us a message

HEARING 
SERVICES

IMPROVE YOUR HEARING!

Sponsors:

Starkey Hearing Aids
Bernafon Canada

• Hearing assessments
• Hearing aid maintenance
• Hearing aid fittings
• Earwax removal

• Telescopic view of the ear canal

• State of the art assistive devices
• English and Italian speaking
• Professional staff available daily
• Assistant programs offered for 			 

WSIB, ADP, DVA

SERVICES OFFERED:
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CELEBRATE YOUR FAMILY’S 
ITALIAN IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE 
Buy Your Name Plaque Today!
The Villa Charities Italian Canadian Immigrant Tribute 
is a one-of-a-kind heritage installation, honouring Italian Canadian immigrants and 
their families with personalized name plaques.

For more information, please contact Villa Charities Foundation at 647-951-9874.

VillaCharitiesImmigrantTribute.com

Columbus Centre, 901 Lawrence Ave. West, Toronto | Villa Charities Foundation Charitable Registration No: 89337 0767 RR0001

Luigi Chiavaroli & Algisa Di Benedetto

Mario Bortolazzo & Maria Luigia Sbrissa

Luigi & Santina Tatangelo

Antonio & Angela Belsito

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF JOURNEYS

ONE DESTINATION
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Bella Ciao! A Recap of  the 
2026 Milano-Cortina Winter 
Olympic Games
By Anthony Macchia
	 Athleticism, discipline, and raw talent were on full display this 
February at the 2026 Winter Olympic Games in Milano-Cortina. 
Across the sun-drenched peaks and icy corridors of northern Italy, 
nearly 2,900 athletes representing 92 nations competed in 116 
events. These Games were notable for their expanding global reach, 
welcoming debut delegations from Guinea-Bissau, Benin, and the 
United Arab Emirates. Beyond the podiums, the event served as a 
vital display of international solidarity, proving the world community 
can still find common ground through the spirit of sport.
	 In the hunt for Olympic hardware, Norway once again proved its 
winter supremacy. The Norwegian delegation led the standings with 
a record-breaking 18 gold medals and 41 total podium finishes. 
Their performance was nothing short of dominant, particularly in 
the endurance disciplines; Norwegian athletes secured a staggering 
25 combined medals in Cross-Country Skiing and Biathlon alone. 
Other powerhouses included the United States, which found 
significant success in Freestyle Skiing and Speed Skating, and the 
host nation, Italy, which delighted local fans with strong showings 
in Alpine Skiing and Short Track.
	 For Team Canada, the results told a more complicated story. 
Finishing 11th in the gold-medal standings (8th in total medals) 
with 21 podium finishes, the performance marked Canada’s lowest 
medal haul since the 2002 Salt Lake City Games. The momentum 

felt uncharacteristically slow at the start, as it took nine days for 
the Canadian anthem to play for a gold medalist. To put this in 
perspective, during the 2010 Vancouver Games, a smaller Canadian 
contingent secured nine more gold medals than the 2026 squad.
	 This slide suggests a potential decline in Olympic investment. 
While Canada is the spiritual home of hockey and a literal “winter 
country” defined by the Rockies, national sport funding has 
remained largely stagnant for years. This financial stagnation trickles 
down, placing immense pressure on athletes and associations who 
must cover rising costs for elite coaching and specialized equipment. 
As the focus shifts to the 2030 Games in the French Alps, Canada 
faces a pivotal question: will it reinvest in its athletic identity? 
To maintain our reputation as a global winter power, we must 
ensure our support for athletes matches the passion they display on 
the world stage.

T  | 905.995.2776   E  | info@aisimmigration.com   |   97 Saramia Crescent, Vaughan, ON L4K 4P7
www.aisimmigration.com

Express Entry  •  Ontario Nominations  •  Study Permits  •  College Admissions  •  LMIA Applications
VISA Extensions  •  Spousal & Parental Sponsorship
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All Saints Mausoleum 
Phase 3 – Coming Soon!

At Glendale Memorial Gardens, we are proud to announce the development 
of our newest ‘All Saints Mausoleum’. This architectural masterpiece stands 
as a testament to our heritage and legacy to honour our Italian Community.

Contact us today at 647-560-8031 to learn about limited-time 
introductory pricing.
Visit us online at GlendaleMemorial.ca or Scan the QR code 
to book an appointment.

1810 Albion Road, Etobicoke, ON  •  glendalememorial.ca

Glendale Funeral Home & Cemetery
by Arbor Memorial

Introductory 
pricing for 

limited time



The Voice In Action  |  March / April 2026    31

27

RADIO GLOBO ITALIA

@RGItal

radioglobo_italia

OGNI DOMENICA POTRETE 
ASCOLTARE DALLE 9 ALLE 10

IL TALK SHOW DELLA SETTIMANA

O DIRETTAMENTE 
SUL VOSTRO 
CELLULARE

O IPAD

CI POTRETE 
SEGUIRE SU

www.radiogloboitalia.com
POTRETE CHIAMARCI 

AL (613) 567 - 4532

Radio Globo 
Italia

Radio Globo 
Italia

Comments on Economic Changes– December  2020

12975 Keele St, King City, ON L7B 1G2

(905) 539-2300

Continue...

“Your One – Stop Solution for all your Printing needs”

Email: m3printsolutions@gmail.com                      Tel: 647-545-1595

• Brochures
• Catalogues
• Computer forms – Laser / NCR 
• Stationary
• Fullfilment

• Digital / Short Run
• P.O.P
• Labels
• Packaging

economic challenges the world has faced in 2020, 
this year has also shown us the best humanity has to 
offer: compassion, empathy and kindness.  Together, 
we have struggled.  Together, we have supported each 
other, and together, we will overcome.
The year 2020 has also reminded us of the 
importance of family and the simple pleasures in life.  
Christmas will be different this year, but let’s remain 
focus on the essentials: health and safety. Wishing 
you a peaceful holiday season.  May 2021 bring light, 
hope and health to all of us.

Mayor Steven Del Duca and Members of Council 
wish you a Happy Easter!

2022-26 City of Vaughan Members of Council
First row, left to right: Gila Martow, Ward 5 Councillor; Chris Ainsworth, Ward 4 Councillor;  
Rosanna DeFrancesca, Ward 3 Councillor; Adriano Volpentesta, Ward 2 Councillor; Marilyn lafrate, Ward 1 Councillor

Second row, left to right: Gino Rosati, Local and Regional Councillor; Linda Jackson, Deputy Mayor, Local and Regional Councillor; 
Steven Del Duca, Mayor; Mario Ferri, Local and Regional Councillor; Mario G. Racco, Local and Regional Councillor
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(2009); and the relentless COVID-19 (2019-to present).
As of January 8, 2021, the Centre for Systems and En-
gineering (CSSE) at John Hopkins University has con-
firmed 1,905,159 global deaths as a result of COVID-19.  
In Canada, where lockdowns are in effect in various 
provinces, there are 635,134 confirmed cases (80,288 
active; 538,267 resolved; 16,579 deaths).  The province of 
Ontario on the aforementioned date has reached another 
record-breaking tally of 4,249.
There is no doubt that lockdowns as a response to pan-
demics, terrorism or technological or natural disasters 
have and will continue to save lives.  At the same time, 
lockdowns have caused much unwarranted strife to the 
economic and social, political and legal fabric of our 
society with numerous business closures, lives devastat-
ed, etc.  However, one must not lose hope as we navigate 
through this global pandemic with the ongoing rollout 
of the vaccine together with each of us cooperating and 
adhering to Government and the Public Health Agency 
of Canada ordinances and/or recommendations, whilst 
safeguarding and preserving the democratic principals 
of equality, fairness, human dignity, and justice, as we 
will see the light at the end of the tunnel.

LOCKDOWNS: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Barristers & Solicitors

Experience          ~         Integrity         ~          Excellence

Dominic Campione, B.A., L.L.B 

Jermall W. Estwick, Hon., B.A., J.D.

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
Business Law
Wills & Powers of Attorney

2904 Highway No. 7, Unit 102, Vaughan, Ontario L4K 0K4

Tel: (905) 761-9100

E-mail: info@campionelaw.ca

Family Law
Civil & Commercial Litigation

Estate Planning & Administration
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Let’s build empowering 
lives together contact: 
info@lifeandfamilycounselling.com 
Instagram @lifeandfamilycounselling

International Women’s Day is more than a 
celebration. It’s a marker of movement.
It’s a pause to acknowledge how far women 
have come and how much further we are 
capable of going.
There was a time when women could not vote.
A time when higher education was restricted.
A time when financial independence required 
permission.
Today, women lead companies, sit in 
government, perform life-saving surgeries, 
build businesses, shape policy, and influence 
culture. They are entrepreneurs, educators, 
scientists, athletes, creators, caregivers, and 
community architects.
And they are doing it in unprecedented 
numbers.
But Women’s Day is not only about 
achievement.
It’s about value.
It reminds us that a woman’s contribution, 
whether in a boardroom or a living room - 

How Far We’ve Come - 
And Why It Matters 
A Women’s Day Reflection
By Dr. Mary Marano,
Psychotherapist|Relationship 
& Wellness Strategist

carries weight. That leadership and nurturing 
are not opposites. That strength and softness 
can coexist.
When we speak about women with respect, 
when we honour their labour (paid and 
unpaid), when we acknowledge the invisible 
emotional work that keeps families steady, we 
are doing more than affirming women.
We are shaping the next generation.
Our daughters are watching.
When they see women celebrated for their 
intelligence, resilience, creativity, and 
leadership, something powerful happens. 
Their expectations expand. Their ambition 
feels natural. Equality becomes assumed, not 
requested.
And our sons are watching too.
When boys grow up seeing women valued 
- not minimized, not ranked beneath, not 
defined solely by role - partnership becomes 
their baseline. Respect becomes instinctive. 
Collaboration becomes normal.
Women’s Day is not about division. 
It is about normalization.
Normalization of shared power.
Shared leadership.
Shared responsibility.
Shared dignity.
We are raising future adults in a world where 
women’s voices are no longer whispers;  they 
are present, visible, influential.

And that visibility matters.
Because when empowerment becomes 
ordinary, not exceptional - our daughters stop 
asking if they belong.
And our sons stop questioning whether 
women do.
That is progress.
Not perfection.
Not competition.
Progress.
So today, we celebrate how far we’ve come - 
not with complacency, but with commitment.
Commitment to language that honours.
To homes that model equality.
To workplaces that recognize contribution 
in all its forms.
Because when value is visible, possibility 
expands.
And that may be the most powerful 
legacy of all.
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Your Passover shop goes further 
at Olive Branch.

Olive Branch is the only supermarket that gives 1% of your total shop to 
the charity of YOUR choice and 1% back to YOU in gift cards.

PROMENADE MALL
1 PROMENADE CIRCLE, THORNHILL, ON

At Olive Branch, we are changing the way people think about kosher 
grocery shopping. Located in the heart of Thornhill at the Promenade 
Mall, we believe a supermarket should be a community pillar that 
functions as a benefit to the people it serves. This philosophy is 
reflected in our tagline: Quality. Service. Community.

We prioritize value by developing our own private label products to 
maximize quality for our customers. Our daily One Day Sales 
provide pricing that cannot be replicated elsewhere due to limited 
supply and short date codes. To stay connected, over 2,200 members 
use our Insider WhatsApp group for immediate sale notifications 
without marketing fluff, while our Instagram page offers a window 
into our daily operations and behind-the-scenes work.

We are bringing back a level of service that has become 
rare. We provide free plastic bags, free carts, dedicated 
cart service, and free underground parking to ensure a 
seamless experience.

Beyond the aisles, we operate with a deep commitment to 
social responsibility. Our Checkout for Change program 
gives 1% of your total shop to a charity of your choice and 
1% back to you in gift cards; in its first year, it distributed 
$137,000 to over 160 charities. We also manage a zero 
food waste program, working with volunteers to donate 
fresh food daily. There is no other store that operates this 
way.

download the app
   & follow us onlinej
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Letter From the Editor

Join the community.
Become a member today.

Discover 120+ weekly 
group exercise classes

Indoor and outdoor pools

State of the art fitness 
centre

2 full court gymnasiums

and so much more!


