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Formed to fit

Corian, the solid surface material of choice offered
by PSE is made of an acrylic-based blend. Due to the
chemical makeup of acrylic, Corian solid surface can
be heated and subsequently bent or formed without
cracking or breaking (if done properly).

In the past, before moving into the new facility,
PSF would heat the solid surface sheet in a convec-
tion heating oven, place it into a two-part (male and
female) mold, clamp it and then let it stand for cool-
down.

With the purchase of an Elkom heating system
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“We can take a full sheet of material, heat it up to
325 degrees and bend it into whatever shape we
need it in,” says Gennaro.“The heater we have now
allows the heat to penetrate to the center more
quickly”

After the material is heated, it is transferred to the
vacuum press. The material is placed over the male
side of a mold and then a silicon membrane is
brought down over the material. As the membrane is
brought down, it is vacuumed tight around the mate-
rial, thus forming it over the mold.There is also a
cooling unit on the vacuum press, which allows the
mold to cool down much faster than letting it air
cool.

“We can pull the heat out, which allows me to
turn the part faster;” says Gennaro.“We can heat up a
piece of material in about seven minutes, and we can
cool down a piece in about seven to 10 minutes”” B
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