






John 14:1-14 April 26, 2020

I Am the way, the truth              
and the life 


All Ways Are Not Equal 
Pastor Alan Adams 

I'm certain you've heard the saying that “When everything is 
important, nothing is important.” You could just as easily say 
that “when everything is familiar, nothing is familiar.”  Well, I 
couldn't help but notice that I have begun each of my last few 
messages by referring to our  passage of scripture as “one of 
the most familiar in the Bible”.


Of course, this passage does enjoy that distinction.  But it is 
different from the others for two reasons:  First, because this 
is the passage that is most often used at funerals.  Who has 
attended even a few funerals, without hearing this passage 
read: 

“Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also.” 
You can easily see why this is the perfect passage for a 
funeral.  The words are reassuring, they reinforce the promise 
of eternal life, and they suggest God is ready and waiting for 
us and has even made some provision for us.  In our earthly 
world, there is only so much ‘room at the top’.  We are 
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Invocation 

Psalm 31:1-5 & 16 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do 
not let me ever be put to shame; in 
your righteousness deliver me. 
Incline your ear to me; rescue me 
speedily. Be a rock of refuge for 
me, a strong fortress to save me. 
You are indeed my rock and my 
fortress; for you name’s sake lead 
me and guide me, take me out of 
the net that is hidden for me, for 
you are my refuge. Into your hand 
I commit my spirit; you have 
redeemed me, O Lord, faithful 
God.  —  Let your face shine upon 
your servant; save me in your 
steadfast love.  

Prayer of Confession 

 Merciful God, we confess that 
we have sinned against you in 
thought, word and deed - by what 
we have done, and what we have 
left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart and mid 
and strength; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. In your 
mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, and 
direct what we shall be, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen.  

(take a moment for personal, silent 
confession). 
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accustomed to struggling all our lives for position, for power 
and for security.  As someone once said, “You can't have all 
chiefs and no Indians.”  


But here in this passage, Jesus promises that the struggle is 
over and a place is already reserved with your name on it!  We 
are led to believe (and not accidentally) that God has plenty of 
room, there is a place waiting for us, and that Jesus is going 
ahead so that it will be all ready and prepared when you get 
there.  In this one short verse the fear of death is overcome, 
and we (and the disciples) are to recognize a God who is 
ready and willing to welcome us home.


I also want you to notice something else about these first few 
familiar verses.  Particularly, the words, “Don't let your 
hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me . . .”  
In the Bible, those words are in the present tense. That means 
Jesus is not just telling his disciples that there is some pie-in-
the-sky, future time, when they will be in the presence of God 
and things are going to be all right.  No, Jesus is telling them 
that right now, as you stand here, you are already in the 
presence of God, and things are already all right.  When we 
think of this as a "funeral text" in terms of the promise of 
eternal life it makes perfect sense, and it is very comforting.  
But when we think of it as a "present tense" text, something 
else happens, and it demands our immediate response.  He 
demands a response on our "here and now" lives!  

And that brings me to the Second reason that this text is so 
familiar.  


The beginning was familiar because it was a funeral text that 
we hear all the time.  But the rest is familiar because it is so 
controversial.  One might refer to this text as the "exclusive 
claim of the Christian faith.”  And, when the paragraph is 
looked at in its entirety, you will see that the “funeral text" 
portion is just a prelude to the radical claim that Jesus is 

about to make.


I hope you follow this carefully, because what happens next in this text is brilliant!


Jesus has just told them that he is going to prepare a place for them in his Fathers’ house. 
Now he says, “And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 


Talk about a set up! Do you know what these disciples are wondering at this point? They 
are wondering where Jesus's father lives; they are trying to recall if they have ever been 
there before; in their minds, they are thinking of a place like ‘Arcadia, Florida’.  They say to 
Jesus, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. (In other words, ‘we don't know where 
your father lives.’)  How can we know the way?”  


Jesus has them right where he wants them. He has set them 
up to deliver the most important (and the most controversial) 
message of his ministry.  If you look closely, you will see that 
this pattern of leading the disciples to ask ‘just the right 
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Affirmation of Faith 

    Christ Jesus, though he was 
in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in human 
likeness.  And being found in 
human form he humbled 
himself and because obedient 
unto death, even death on a 
cross. 
    Therefore, God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name which is above 
every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth, and 
every tongue confess to the 
glory of God: Jesus Christ is 
Lord.   Amen. 

(Philippians 2:5-11) 

Go now in peace,  

and peace be with you all.  

Benediction 

I Timothy 1:17
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question’ is repeated twice between verses four and nine.  


The pattern goes like this:  First, Jesus makes a statement of fact that they don't yet understand.  
For instance, in verse 4 Jesus says, you know the way, and in verse 7 he says, you know the 
Father and have seen him.  Then the disciples express their lack of understanding and their doubt, 
for instance, in verse 5, How can we know the way, and verse 8, show us the Father (for we have 
not seen him).  


That’s the set up!  Jesus has them right where he wants them.  Now he responds with explicit 
answers.  (This is where the exclusive claims of the Christian faith come in.)  Here are the two 
answers that Jesus wanted to give - the answers for which He has crafted this moment.  Here also, 
is the message and purpose of this whole discourse.  This is the exclusive claim of our faith, and it 
is the reason that this passage is so familiar and so controversial:  


In response to the disciples saying, “We don't know the way”, Jesus responds, “I am the Way and 
the Truth and the Life.”  In other words, if you want that room that has been prepared for you in 
the ‘here after’, you find it by following Jesus in the ‘here and now’!  And then, just to put the icing 
on the cake, Jesus says there is no other way. 

This is where, I think, we often get confused.  We have a misguided confidence in our ability to take 
the right path through life.  We have never been here before, we don't know where we are going, but 
we act like we know the way.  And, if you already know the way, why do you need Jesus?  


Anyone who has spent much time in the wilderness, knows how fool-hearty it is to pretend you 
know where you are going.  


There is a story of the traveler who engaged a guide to take him across the desert. When the two of 
them arrived at the edge of the desert, the traveler looked ahead and saw before him only trackless 
sand, without path or marker of any kind. A little concerned, the traveler turned to his guide and 
asked, ”Where is the road?" to which the guide replied, “I am the road”.  


That's what Jesus is saying here.  When you look forward with an eye toward heaven, there are no 
tracks, no paths, and no signs.  The only sure way to arrive safely is to follow the One who has been 
before.  Follow the One who has gone ahead and prepared a place for you.  Follow the One who will 
come again and take you with him!  If you're trying to cross the unknown, you must rely on 
someone who knows the way.


How can we be sure that Jesus knows the way?  His second response to the disciples is the most 
critical.  It explains his knowledge and his ability to guide us.  In response to the disciples’ request 
to "show us the Father”, Jesus says, (verse 9) “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father”.  In 
other words, Jesus says to his disciples, ‘Come on now! Have I been with you all this time and you 
have not figured it out? Let me be plain: "I am in the Father and the Father is in Me!”  In other 
words, “I am God!”  This is the radical, controversial claim, which distinguishes our Christian faith 
from all other religious claims.  But (and listen to this carefully— it is not optional), because only God 
can offer what Jesus offers in this passage, only God can promise you a place in the heavenly 
kingdom. Only God knows the way across the great divide and has been there, and back again, and 
can lead us across the pathless unknown.  


That is the point of this entire message in this scripture:  that Jesus is the only One who has the 
credentials to make the claims that we find in the so-called ‘funeral text’ at the beginning of this 
passage.  	 If Jesus is not who he says he is — then the promise is useless. 

	 	 If Jesus is not who he says he is — then the comfort is gone. 
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	 	 If Jesus is not who he says he is  — then our future (and present) is random and 		
	 	 	 directionless.  

	 	 If Jesus is not who he says he is  — then he could not have raised from the dead 	
	 	 to bring us eternal life.  

And that is precisely why the apostle Paul wrote:  “If Christ did not raise, then our faith is in vain 
and we are to be most pitied among all people.”


Too often we try to reduce Jesus to the status of a great moral teacher, but it is his claim of divinity 
that makes his promises both possible and plausible.  It is his divinity that assures us that he has 
the authority to make such radical claims about himself and about our salvation. And it is his divinity 
that separates Jesus from every other attempt to claim knowledge of God's intention for us.


Let me end with a quote from CS Lewis, who put this dilemma this way in his book Mere 
Christianity:


I am trying to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 
Jesus, which is:  “I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his 
claim to be God.”  That (says Lewis) is the one thing that we must not say. He goes on to 
explain,  A man who is merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher.  He would be a lunatic on the level with a man who says he is a poached 
egg. . . . You can shut Jesus up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon, or 
you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  So, let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to.   

When you know who Jesus is, and look at all the promises and claims he makes in the Bible, one 
quickly realizes, that All Ways Are Not Equal!


Let us pray: 

	 Lord, Jesus, we are comforted by the promises you make and by the knowledge that you are 
the One who has the authority to make them to us.  Give us the wisdom to see the great love that is 
expressed by your coming among us, humbling yourself to our station, so that we might be sure 
and confident in the promises you make, both now and forever.  Amen.
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