Legal Services
Overview
The Loomis Firm, LLC provides comprehensive legal representation to individuals, families, and businesses in Horry and surrounding Counties, South Carolina. Our practice focuses on family law matters while also offering experienced counsel in homeowners association disputes, collection matters, landlord-tenant issues, and business contract matters.

Family Law Services
Divorce and Separation
We represent clients in all aspects of divorce proceedings, including:
· Uncontested Divorce: Streamlined representation when parties agree on all material terms, including property division, custody, and support
· Contested Divorce: Full litigation services when disputes require court intervention
· Legal Separation: Guidance on separation agreements and the legal implications of living apart
· Grounds for Divorce: Representation in both fault-based and no-fault divorce proceedings
Child Custody and Visitation
Our custody practice includes:
· Physical and Legal Custody: Representation in disputes over where children will live and who makes major decisions affecting their welfare
· Custody Modifications: Assistance when substantial changes in circumstances warrant modification of existing custody orders
· Visitation Rights: Advocacy for parents and grandparents seeking to establish or enforce visitation
· Relocation Matters: Representation when a parent seeks to move with a child or opposes such relocation
· Custody Enforcement: Action to enforce existing custody orders when a party fails to comply
Child Support
We assist clients with:
· Initial Child Support Determinations: Representation in establishing appropriate support based on South Carolina Child Support Guidelines
· Support Modifications: Petitions to increase or decrease support based on changed circumstances
· Enforcement Actions: Proceedings to collect unpaid support through wage garnishment, contempt actions, and other remedies
· Deviation from Guidelines: Arguments for deviation from guideline support amounts when special circumstances warrant
Alimony (Spousal Support)
Our alimony services include:
· Temporary Support: Requests for support during the pendency of divorce proceedings
· Permanent Periodic Alimony: Representation regarding ongoing support obligations
· Lump-Sum Alimony: Negotiation and litigation of one-time support payments
· Rehabilitative Alimony: Advocacy for time-limited support designed to help a spouse become self-supporting
· Reimbursement Alimony: Claims for compensation when one spouse supported the other through education or training
· Alimony Modifications and Termination: Petitions to modify or terminate alimony based on substantial changes in circumstances, including cohabitation
Property Division
We provide representation in:
· Equitable Distribution: Litigation and negotiation of fair distribution of marital property and debts
· Separate vs. Marital Property: Classification and valuation of assets acquired before and during marriage
· Business Valuation: Coordination with forensic accountants to value and divide business interests
· Retirement Account Division: Preparation of Qualified Domestic Relations Orders (QDROs) and division of pensions, 401(k)s, and other retirement assets
· Real Estate Division: Strategies for handling the marital home and other real property
Prenuptial and Postnuptial Agreements
We draft and review:
· Premarital Agreements: Comprehensive agreements defining property rights and obligations in the event of divorce or death
· Postnuptial Agreements: Similar agreements executed during marriage
· Agreement Review: Independent review and negotiation for clients presented with agreements by their prospective or current spouse
Family Law Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution
We assist clients in resolving disputes through:
· Mediation Representation: Preparation and representation during mediated negotiations
· Collaborative Law: Participation in collaborative divorce processes designed to avoid litigation
· Settlement Negotiations: Direct negotiation with opposing counsel to reach favorable resolutions
Paternity Actions
Our paternity services include:
· Establishment of Paternity: Legal proceedings to determine biological fatherhood
· Legitimation: Representation of unwed fathers seeking to establish legal parent-child relationship
· Custody and Support in Paternity Cases: Advocacy for custody, visitation, and support once paternity is established
Adoption
We handle:
· Stepparent Adoption: Assistance when a stepparent seeks to adopt their spouse's child
· Relative Adoption: Representation in adoptions by grandparents and other family members
· Consent and Termination of Parental Rights: Guidance on the legal requirements for adoption, including consent and termination proceedings
Domestic Violence and Protective Orders
We represent victims and respondents in:
· Orders of Protection: Petitions for restraining orders to protect victims of domestic abuse
· Defense of Protection Orders: Representation for individuals facing allegations of domestic violence
· Enforcement and Modification: Actions to enforce or modify existing protective orders

Homeowners Association (HOA) Disputes
We represent homeowners and, on occasion, homeowners associations in disputes involving:
Assessment and Fee Disputes
· Unpaid Assessments: Defense of homeowners facing collection actions or foreclosure for unpaid dues
· Special Assessment Challenges: Review and challenge of improper or unauthorized special assessments
· Lien and Foreclosure Defense: Representation when an HOA seeks to foreclose on a property for unpaid assessments
Covenant and Restriction Enforcement
· Architectural Review Disputes: Challenges to denials of modification requests or demands to alter property
· Use Restrictions: Defense against enforcement actions related to property use, parking, landscaping, and other restrictions
· Nuisance and Maintenance Claims: Representation in disputes over property maintenance, noise, and other alleged violations
HOA Governance and Meeting Disputes
· Board Elections and Voting Rights: Challenges to improper elections or denial of voting rights
· Access to Records: Enforcement of homeowner rights to inspect HOA records and financial documents
· Meeting Procedure Violations: Challenges to board actions taken in violation of bylaws or South Carolina statutes
Construction Defects and Common Area Disputes
· Construction Defect Claims: Representation of HOAs or homeowners pursuing claims against developers or contractors
· Common Area Maintenance: Disputes over responsibility for maintaining common areas, amenities, and infrastructure

Landlord-Tenant Matters
We represent landlords and tenants in residential and commercial lease disputes, including:
Eviction Proceedings
· Non-Payment of Rent: Representation in eviction actions based on tenant's failure to pay rent
· Lease Violations: Evictions for violations of lease terms, including unauthorized occupants, property damage, and illegal activity
· Holdover Tenants: Actions to remove tenants who remain after lease expiration or termination
· Magistrate Court Representation: Advocacy in summary ejectment (eviction) proceedings in South Carolina magistrate courts
Lease Disputes
· Lease Drafting and Review: Preparation and review of residential and commercial lease agreements
· Security Deposit Disputes: Representation in disputes over withholding or return of security deposits
· Habitability and Repair Issues: Representation of tenants seeking repairs or asserting landlord's breach of implied warranty of habitability
· Landlord's Duty to Mitigate: Disputes over landlord's obligation to mitigate damages when tenant breaks lease
Rent and Possession Actions
· Unlawful Detainer: Actions to recover possession of property wrongfully withheld
· Rent Withholding Disputes: Representation when tenants withhold rent due to alleged uninhabitable conditions
Commercial Lease Disputes
· Lease Interpretation: Litigation over ambiguous or disputed lease terms
· Use Clauses and Exclusivity: Disputes over permitted uses and exclusivity provisions
· Operating Expense and CAM Charges: Challenges to common area maintenance charges and operating expense pass-throughs

Business Contract Matters
We provide business contract services to small and mid-sized businesses, including:
Contract Drafting
· Service Agreements: Contracts for provision of professional services, consulting, and other business services
· Sales and Purchase Agreements: Agreements for sale of goods, equipment, and business assets
· Vendor and Supplier Contracts: Terms governing relationships with suppliers, distributors, and vendors
· Independent Contractor Agreements: Contracts defining scope of work, payment terms, and independent contractor status
· Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality Agreements: Protection of proprietary information and trade secrets
· Non-Compete and Non-Solicitation Agreements: Restrictions on competition and solicitation of customers and employees
Contract Review and Negotiation
· Third-Party Contract Review: Analysis and negotiation of contracts presented by other parties
· Risk Assessment: Identification of unfavorable terms, missing provisions, and legal risks
· Negotiation Support: Representation in contract negotiations to secure favorable terms
Breach of Contract Litigation
· Enforcement Actions: Litigation to enforce contract terms and recover damages for breach
· Defense of Breach Claims: Representation of parties accused of breaching contractual obligations
· Specific Performance and Injunctive Relief: Actions to compel performance or enjoin violations of contract terms
Contract Disputes and Interpretation
· Disputed Terms: Representation in disputes over ambiguous or disputed contract provisions
· Reformation and Rescission: Actions to reform or rescind contracts based on mistake, fraud, or duress
· Damages and Remedies: Advocacy for compensatory, consequential, and liquidated damages

Fee Structure
The Loomis Firm offers fee arrangements designed to match the scope, complexity, and urgency of each matter. Available arrangements may include hourly billing, flat-fee services, limited-scope representation, evergreen retainers, and case-specific advance fee deposits. All fee arrangements are confirmed in a written fee agreement before representation begins.
General Billing Terms
· Initial Consultation: [CONSULTATION FEE] for [CONSULTATION LENGTH], unless otherwise agreed in writing
· Attorney Hourly Rate: [ATTORNEY HOURLY RATE] per hour
· Associate Attorney Hourly Rate: [ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY HOURLY RATE] per hour
· Paralegal or Legal Assistant Hourly Rate: [PARALEGAL HOURLY RATE] per hour
· Billing Increment: Time is billed in [BILLING INCREMENT] increments
· Invoice Schedule: Invoices are issued [INVOICE FREQUENCY]
· Payment Due Date: Payment is due within [PAYMENT DUE PERIOD] after the invoice date
· Accepted Payment Methods: [ACCEPTED PAYMENT METHODS]
· Late Payment Terms: Past-due balances may be subject to [LATE PAYMENT TERMS], as provided in the written fee agreement
· Costs and Expenses: Court filing fees, service of process fees, mediator fees, guardian ad litem fees, expert fees, court reporter fees, postage, copying, travel, and other out-of-pocket expenses are billed separately unless expressly included in a flat-fee arrangement
Family Law Fees
Family law fees vary based on whether the matter is uncontested, contested, emergency in nature, or expected to require litigation, mediation, discovery, experts, or trial preparation.
· Hourly Rate: [FAMILY LAW HOURLY RATE] per hour
· Initial Retainer for Uncontested Matters: [UNCONTESTED FAMILY LAW RETAINER]
· Initial Retainer for Contested Matters: $4500
· Initial Retainer for Emergency or Expedited Matters: $5000
· Evergreen Retainer Requirement: Client agrees to replenish the trust account balance to $2500AMOUNT] within 30 DAYS after request
· Flat-Fee Options: 
· Uncontested divorce without minor children: $2500
· Uncontested divorce with minor children: $3500
· Excluded from Flat Fees Unless Stated Otherwise: Contested hearings, discovery, mediation attendance, trial preparation, trial appearances, appeals, expert fees, guardian ad litem fees, filing fees, and service fees
Homeowners Association (HOA) Dispute Fees
HOA matters may be handled on an hourly, flat-fee, or limited-scope basis depending on the nature of the dispute and whether litigation is required.
· Hourly Rate: $375 per hour
· Initial Retainer for Pre-Litigation Matters: $1500
· Flat-Fee Options: 
· Governing document review: $500
· Demand letter or response letter: $500
· Board meeting or hearing preparation: $500
· Settlement agreement drafting: $500
· Excluded from Flat Fees Unless Stated Otherwise: Litigation, discovery, court appearances, injunction proceedings, expert review, filing fees, and service fees
Collection Matter Fees
Collection matters may be billed hourly, on a flat-fee basis for discrete pre-litigation work, or under another written arrangement permitted by the applicable fee agreement.
· Hourly Rate: $375 per hour
· Flat-Fee Options: 
· Demand letter: $150
· Account review and collection strategy memorandum: $500
· Contingent or Hybrid Fee Options: Available only when approved in writing and documented in a separate fee agreement, with terms including [CONTINGENT FEE PERCENTAGE], [HYBRID HOURLY RATE], [RECOVERY FEE TERMS], and responsibility for costs as stated in the written agreement
· Excluded from Flat Fees Unless Stated Otherwise: Filing fees, service fees, contested litigation, debtor examinations, post-judgment hearings, skip tracing, asset searches, garnishment processing, and appeals
Landlord-Tenant Matter Fees
Landlord-tenant fees depend on whether the matter involves lease drafting, pre-suit negotiation, eviction, defense of claims, commercial lease disputes, or court appearances.
· Hourly Rate: $375 per hour
· Initial Retainer for Residential Matters:$1500
· Initial Retainer for Eviction or Possession Actions: $150
· Flat-Fee Options: 
· Residential lease review: $150
· Excluded from Flat Fees Unless Stated Otherwise: Contested hearings, counterclaims, appeals, jury trial demands, discovery, emergency injunction requests, filing fees, service fees, and lockout coordination costs
Business Contract Matter Fees
Business contract matters may be handled by flat fee for defined drafting and review projects or hourly billing for negotiations, complex transactions, and contract disputes.
· Hourly Rate: $375 per hour
· Flat-Fee Options: 
· Basic contract review: $150
· Comprehensive contract review with written comments: $350
· Service agreement drafting: $500
· Independent contractor agreement drafting: $500
· Non-disclosure agreement drafting: $150
· Vendor or supplier agreement drafting: $150
· Contract amendment or addendum: $150
· Demand letter for breach of contract: $150
Limited-Scope Representation
Limited-scope representation may be available for specific tasks when appropriate, including document preparation, document review, hearing preparation, settlement negotiation, or coaching for self-represented litigants.
· Limited-Scope Hourly Rate: $300
· Limited-Scope Flat Fee: $1500
· Scope Confirmation: The exact services included and excluded will be stated in a written limited-scope fee agreement
Retainer and Trust Account Arrangements
Unless a written fee agreement provides otherwise, advance fee deposits are placed into the firm’s trust account and earned as legal services are performed and costs are incurred.
· Minimum Initial Retainer: $2500
· Evergreen Retainer Balance: $2500
· Replenishment Deadline: 30 days
· Refund of Unearned Funds: Any unearned portion of an advance fee deposit will be refunded after final billing and reconciliation, subject to payment of outstanding fees and costs
· Administrative Hold or Withdrawal for Nonpayment: Failure to maintain the required retainer balance or pay invoices when due may result in suspension of work or withdrawal as permitted by the written fee agreement and applicable court requirements
Flat-Fee Limitations
Flat fees apply only to the specific services identified in the written fee agreement. Unless expressly stated otherwise, flat fees do not include contested hearings, trial preparation, trial appearances, appeals, third-party expenses, expert fees, court costs, filing fees, service fees, courier fees, travel expenses, or work outside the defined scope.
Rush, Emergency, and After-Hours Services
Rush, emergency, weekend, holiday, or after-hours services may be available when the firm’s schedule permits.
· Rush Service Fee: $100
· After-Hours Hourly Rate: $375
· Emergency Filing Retainer: $1000

Contact Information
For more information about our services or to schedule a consultation, please contact:
The Loomis Firm
671 Jamestown Drive, Suite 204 
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 
Phone: (843) 299-0400
Email: Chris@lawyerloomis.com, Admin@lawyerloomis.com
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1700

Disclaimer
The information provided in this document is for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Transmission of this information does not create an attorney-client relationship. Every legal matter is unique, and outcomes depend on the specific facts and applicable law. Please contact our office to discuss your specific situation.
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