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9-Month vs. 12-Month Pay Guide for Mortgage
Qualifying

For teachers: how your contract type affects loan qualifying.

If you're paid over 9 months (no summer pay), lenders may average your annual salary differently than a
12-month employee.

Bring your teaching contract — it clarifies your actual annual salary regardless of pay schedule.
Summer school, tutoring, or coaching stipends can often be added if documented for 2 years.

New teachers (first year in the classroom) may need an offer letter or contract to qualify, since a full pay
history won't exist yet.

Ask your lender directly how they'll calculate your income before assuming it will be a problem.

Income calculation methods vary by lender. This guide is educational and does not guarantee loan qualification.
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