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For More Shipping Options:

Visit the Sew Powerful Website:
https://sewpowerful.org/pages/where-
to-send-your-sew-powerful-purses
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2018 Sew Powerful Purse Summary of Instructions 

Flap Panel: 
1. Interface WRONG side of Flap Panel (A), if needed. With RIGHT sides together, pin Flap Panel (A) and Flap Panel (A)

Lining together along sides and curved edge. Leave the top straight edge open. Stitch.

2. Clip corners as needed. Turn right side out. Press flat with the lining slightly rolled to the underside of the fabric so
the lining does not show from the front.

3. Edgestitch to finish along sides and curved edge. Set aside.

Strap: 
4. Interface WRONG side of Strap (B), if needed. Fold RIGHT sides together along the length of the Strap (B). Pin Strap

(B) together along long side and one short side. Stitch.

5. Turn Strap (B) right side out with a turning tool or “Bobby Pin Method”.  Cut a very small slit into the fold side of
the strap about 1/4" up from the end. Slide the fabric into bobby pin at the large opening, guide the top point back
into the tube through the small slit. Push bobby pin all the way in. Push the bobby pin through the tube, until it
comes out the opposite end. Slide fabric back over itself, tube will turn completely right side out.

6. Align the seam at either the edge or down the middle. Press.

7. Edgestitch to finish along both long edges of the Strap (B). Set aside.

Pockets: 
8. With RIGHT sides together, pin Large Slip Pocket (C) to Large Slip Pocket (C) Lining along the top edge. Stitch.

9. Fold over along seam line with WRONG sides together. Press flat with the lining slightly rolled to the underside of
the fabric so the lining does not show from the front.

10. Edgestitch to finish along the top edge. Set aside.

11. With RIGHT sides together, pin Small Slip Pocket (D) to Small Slip Pocket (D) Lining along the top, side and bottom
edges. Leave a 4 inch opening at the bottom for turning. Stitch. **NOTE: Back stitching at the edges of the opening
for turning helps secure the opening during turning.**

12. Clip corners and trim seams as needed. Turn right side out. Press flat with the lining slightly rolled to the underside
of the fabric so the lining does not show from the front. Pin the opening at the bottom.

13. Edge stitch along the TOP of the pocket.

Purse Body Parts: 

14. With RIGHT sides facing up, place the Small Slip Pocket (D) on top of the Purse Body Front (E) Lining. Center and
align top of Small Slip Pocket (D) to 1 ¾” from the top of the Purse Body Front (E) Lining.

15. Stitch down the sides and across the bottom of the Small Slip Pocket (D). Note that the stitching along the bottom
of the Small Slip Pocket (D) will close the opening used for turning. Set aside.

16. Interface WRONG side of Purse Body Front (E), if needed. With RIGHT sides facing up, place the Large Slip Pocket
(C) on top of the Purse Body Front (E). Center and align top of Large Slip Pocket (C) to 1 ¾” from the top of the
Purse Body Front (E). Baste along sides and bottom. NOTE: If you baste slightly inside of the ¼” seam allowance,
you will not need to remove the basting threads. Set aside.

17. Interface WRONG sides of Purse Body Bottom of Back (F) and of Purse Body Top of Back (G), if needed. With RIGHT
sides together, center the Flap Panel on top of the Purse Body Bottom of Back (F) with the top raw edges lined up.
**Note: The Lining side of the Flap Panel will be facing up. **
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18. With the WRONG side facing up, place the Purse Body Top of Back (G) on top of the Purse Flap. Center and align at
the tops. Pin all three layers together. Stitch through all three layers.

19. Press seam toward the Purse Body Bottom of Back. Edgestitch along seam on Purse Body Bottom of Back.

Purse Body Construction: 

20. With RIGHT sides together, pin the two Purse Body Front (E) Lining pieces together along the side and bottom
edges. Leave a 4 inch opening at the bottom for turning. Stitch. **NOTE: Back stitching at the edges of the opening
for turning helps secure the opening during turning.**

21. Trim the bottom corners for the Box Pleat. Press all the seams open.

22. While the Lining is still turned inside out, take one of the bottom corners. Line up the center of the two seams in
the center of the pleat. Pull the corner firmly and pin across the corner seam. Stitch and double stitch for
strength. Repeat for the other corner.

23. With RIGHT sides together, pin the Purse Body Front (E) together with the Purse Body Back along the side and
bottom edges. Align the top edge of the Large Slip Pocket (C) on the Purse Body Front and the seam between the
Purse Body Back Top and Bottom. Stitch. Press the side seams open. Press the bottom seam toward the Purse Body
Back.

24. Trim the bottom corners for the Box Pleat. Press the side seams open. Press the bottom seam toward the Purse
Body Back.

25. While the Purse Body is still turned inside out, take one of the bottom corners. Line up the center of the two seams
in the center of the pleat. Pull the corner firmly and pin across the corner seam. Stitch and double stitch for
strength. Repeat for the other corner.

26. With RIGHT sides together, center the short edges of the completed Strap (B) with the side seams on the exterior of
the Purse Body extending 1-1/2” from the top edge. **NOTE: Make sure there is no twist in the Strap( B).** Pin and
baste in place.

27. With RIGHT sides together, put the Purse Body inside the Purse Body Lining. The Strap (B) will be sandwiched
between the layers. The middle of the strap can be pulled out the opening of Purse Body Lining. **NOTE: The Flap
Panel should be on the side of the Purse Body Lining with the Small Slip Pocket (D).** Align the top edges and the
side seams. Pin and stitch.

28. Turn the bag right side out through the opening in the Purse Body Lining. Sew the opening of the Purse Body Lining
closed.

29. Push the Lining to the inside of the purse body. Align the top edge of the Purse Body. Press flat with the lining
slightly rolled to the inside of the Purse Body so the lining does not show. Edge stitch along the top edge.

30. Sew a decorative seam through the purse and strap, at the side seams, for additional stability and durability. Sew a
square box through the Purse Body and Strap. The top edge of the box should over stitch the edge stitching on the
top of the Purse Body. The sides of the square box should align with the edge stitching on the strap. Also stitch an X
from corner to corner of the square box.**
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DUPLICATE*FOR*GROUPS*&*ENCOURAGE*PARTICIPANTS*TO*WRITE*A*NICE*NOTE*TO*
THE*RECIPIENT*OF*THEIR*PURSE*4*THEN*INCLUDE*THE*NOTE*IN*THE*COMPLETED*

PURSE*




