
     The Freestone County Historical Museum Board would like to welcome everyone to 

OPEN HOUSE on October 2nd, 11:00 am to noon.  Admission will be free all day, with a 

special ribbon cutting ceremony to be held at 11:00 am on the museum grounds.  This year 

is also the celebration of the building’s 140th anniversary. 

     So much has happened since our January newsletter and we have been so very busy put-

ting the finishing touches on our displays.  The reproduction jail cells have been installed; 

and the 1914 jail gallows trap door and hanging hook have been installed.  Furnishings have 

been moved in; including the original jail bathtub on wheels and the 1850s Peters and Craig 

square grand piano from the Marcus Seeley family.  Seeley was once a deputy sheriff.  

A hospital room has been set up next to the sheriff’s office with a sick bed and 

many local medical artifacts. 

     A photo display of former sheriffs is being placed in the sheriff’s office; as 

well as several original jail artifacts, including the sheriff’s desk from the early 

1900s!  A photo collection of W.R. Boyd, Jr. is now on display and includes a 

detailed history of the W.R. Boyd Prison Unit.   

     The old McIlveen Family china hutch from the late 1800s was repaired and 

many of the old china pieces have been brought down from the archival storage area 

to once again be enjoyed. 

     Old Glory is now proudly flying over the old jail.  Much thanks go to Brad and Diane 

Pullin for supplying the U.S. flag and pole light and to Marvin Mullen for installing them.       

Ed Jackson and his Weekend Movers crew 

installed the 1914 gallows trap door, as 

well as, moved all the other large items 

into the jail. 

OPEN HOUSE at OLD JAIL OCTOBER 2 F R E E S T O N E  C O U N T Y  

H I S T O R I C A L  M U S E U M  

 

P.O. Box 524  
302 E. Main 
Fairfield, Texas 75840 
903-389-3738  
 
HOURS:  Wed, Fri, Sat  
10 am to 5 pm 
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Jail Cell reproductions created                                     

by Iron Hill Services of Whitehouse, TX O
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DONATIONS & SPONSORSHIPS can now be made online through our website! 

             FCHM FALL NEWS 
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                                         Volunteers are the GREATEST!!!! 

Nancy Rula Wins Again 

   

     Freestone County has some of the most wonder-

ful volunteers EVER!    

Kudos go out to the Calvary Baptist Youth for help-

ing do some clean up on the grounds of the museum 

complex.  They worked tirelessly scrubbing win-

dows, cars, benches, porches, and moving a large pile 

of broken brick chunks. 
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     Congratulations are in order to Nancy Rula.  Her new book “The Year of 1890 in Free-

stone County” has been accepted into the NSDAR National Library, an honor that few books 

receive.  She also was the recent recipient of the DAR’s Historic Preservation Recognition 

Award.  I can think of no one in Freestone County who would qualify for this award more 

than Mrs. Rula.  She has worked tirelessly for as long as can be remembered with either the 

Freestone County Genealogical Society or the Freestone County Historical Museum in pre-

serving Freestone County History and helping people research their family genealogy.  She 

donates all proceeds from her books.  Nancy is truly deserving of this award and so much 

more. 

Freestone County Historical  

Commission News  

The FCHC meets the 1st Tuesday of every 

quarter,   The next meeting will be Oct. 5, at 

7:00 pm at the Teague Hotel.   

   IRIS THEATER POPCORN POPPER and WIENER COOKER 

     The museum board is so very excited to be able to exhibit 

The Iras - Iris (also Fair) Theater popcorn popper, wiener cook-

er, and chili propane burner in the Bass Wing. 

     The items were donated by Mary and Gordon Small.  The 

old theater was located where the Fairfield Masonic Lodge 

meets.  It has quite the history. Stop by and come relive the 

old days.  You can almost smell that corn popping.  It is in per-

fect working condition. 

     A complete history is on display as well.  Also much thanks 

to Marvin Mullen for building a table for the cookers. 

 
O C T O B E R  O P E N  H O U S E  B O O K  S A L E  -  F R E E S T O N E  P A S T  &  P R E S E N T :  $ 5 0  

mailto:freestonecomuseum@windstream.net





