
 

      

 

Firehouse Gets a Face Lift 

F R E E S T O N E     

C O U N T Y  

H I S T O R I C A L  

M U S E U M  

 
 
 

FCHM SUMMER NEWS 
M A Y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2  

...School Tours 

   And it is your museum!  The children were reminded when they 

visited the old jail during their annual May museum field trip how the 

citizens of Freestone County all pitched in and donated funds to pur-

chase the old jail apartment building in 1966.   They were told how it 

was lovingly converted in a museum to house the historical treasures of 

Freestone County for generations to come. 

     Our curator, Miss Pratt, has been extra busy this year planning sev-

eral children’s tours.  On April 19, a group of homeschool children 

came for a tour and several Fairfield First Grade classes visited on May 

16 and 17.  The museum provides a coloring book for each child and a 

scavenger hunt for the older students.  The children really enjoy the 

scavenger hunt! 

     A big shout goes out to all of our volunteers who helped Miss Pratt 

with the tours!  Those who helped were Kristi McLeod, Sue Terry, 

Nancy McSwane, Billie Bournias, Teresa Zachary, Diane & Brad Pullin, 

Syd and W.A. Davis, Nancy Rula, and Linda & Marvin Mullen. 

    We are so excited, our metal building that houses Fair-

field's 1936 Ford Fire truck was recently given a new look.  

Now instead of a drab tan metal building you will see a 

vintage looking red firehouse topped with a true vintage 

bell.  The design was created by local craftsman, Lucas 

Chavers, Cash Money Services. 

     Much thanks goes to Sissy Awalt for donating the bell 

which came from an old bank at Teague in memory of her 

husband, Warren.  Now every time a child rings the old 

bell with joy a new memory can be made visiting YOUR 

museum.  Leah Mullen was the first child to ring the bell 

on May 24 as seen with Lucas Chavers just after his crew 

installed the bell. 
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Papaw’s Albums Find There Way Home 

         Two long forgotten 1950’s photo album/scrapbooks finally found their way back home to 

family members by the efforts of several good Samaritans: the Randy Robinson family, Pam Day, 

and Billie Bournias.  Mr. Robinson’s son had purchased the albums several years ago at a garage 

sale.  After some time, he gave them to his parents to see if they might know to whom they be-

longed.  Mrs. Robinson then gave the albums to John Day thinking they might be related to the 

original owners, as many military memorabilia mentioned the names of John J. and Marguirite 

Day.  John passed them on to his parents, Billy Jim and Pam Day, hoping they might know if a 

relative or not.  No connection was found to their DAY family.  

     Pam Day contacted Billie Bournias, a well-known DAR genealogy researcher, to see if Billie 

could help track down someone in the family.  Billie instructed Pam to deliver the albums to the 

museum where others might be able to examine them.  As a very ardent researcher, Billie was 

able to find names and clues.  She was then able to track down Paul Barnett, the firstborn 

grandson of John Jay Day, Jr.  Mr. Day’s wife Marguirite Quarles was related to the Bell family of 

the Shanks community.  This is how the albums landed in Freestone County.  At one time some 

of the family lived in the Kirvin area. 

     The museum is very grateful to Pam Day and Billie Bournias for their diligence in seeing 

that these albums were returned to the proper family.  Too many military and family keepsakes 

were inside to just be discarded or forgotten.  The museum mailed the albums to Mr. Barnett on 

Friday, May 13.  He was very happy to receive them and was very appreciative. 
 

Historical Tid-bit 

    An exciting discovery was made while researching information for the 1881 Jail  historical 

marker correction application. The initials of the first Sheriff to serve in the 1881 jail, Henry Jay 

Childs (1881-1888 and 1891-1892 ), and a following sheriff, James Norelda Haydon (1893-1896), were 

carved in the door jamb of the back door.  Mr. Haydon could have possibly been a deputy sheriff 

during this time, but this is not known. 

     Unfortunately when the new doors were installed, the door trim was placed partially over the 

carvings, but the letters can all still be read.  For years it was just assumed that the initials were 

of some long past inmate.  To now know the significance of these letters brings history to life. 

      

      

2022 Sponsorship Reminder 

   
FREESTONE COUNTY HISTORICAL BOARD  

     Linda Mullen - President                    Don Awalt 

     Brad Pullin - Vice President                    Sherrie Minze                      

     Nancy Rula - Secretary                           Muriel Morton            

     Leslie Tate -Treasurer                   Diane Pullin 

     Patricia Pratt—Curaor       Ralph Billings—Consultant 
         

EMAIL:  freestonecomuseum@windstream.net 

 

www.freestonecomuseum.com 

     Our sponsorship program helps the museum with unexpected costs during the year.  Please return 

the attached sponsorship form at your convenience if you haven’t already done so.  We are only about 

half-way to our goal of 100 sponsorships.  These donations go a long way to help us with special projects 

incurred with our eight building complex.  Various levels range from a PIONEER individual level of $15 

to a VAL VERDE Corporate Sponsor level of  $1,000. DONATE ONLINE from our website!!! 

   Freestone County Historical Commission  

     The FCHC meets the 1st Tuesday of every quarter, The next meeting 

will be July 5th, at 7:00 pm at the Moody Bradley House. 

  

NOTE:  A historical marker correction application has been filed 

for the 1881 Jail with the Texas Historical Commission.  Notifica-

tion of approval should be coming in the near future. 
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